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Cambridge, February 10 1979

To the Honorable, the City Council of the
City of Cambridge:

. The undersigned respectfully pray
that the City Council make a reccommendation to C. Lansing Fair . thet he
comply with the new amendment to the Townhouse Zoning Ordinance, in othgr
words, that he go through the new procedure of obtaining a speciel permit
for his propoced developmént,\Fresh Pond Place. The ppoceduneiwould,prpvide
an opportunity for site plan review and impact snalysis of the development
with a view towards persuading Mr. Fair to reduce the number of townhouses
in his development from 57 to approx. 30-40. The reasons for this request
are its: 1) extraordinary size 2) aestheticelly displeasing density
3) unhealthy crowding and its problems of 4) parking 5) traffic and
6) recreation space. ’

1. Size. For Czmbridge, his proposed townhouse development is unusually
bulky - 57 townhouses. The amendment was written for Just thnis kind of
lerge townhouse development, :
2. Density and sesthetics. The townhouses will be nearly 100% more densely
situated then the immediate surrounding area. Fresh Pond Place will employ
1600 sq.ft./fanily unit whereas the surrounds from Mey St. to Vineyard St.
and up Cushing St. to Huron Ave. employs 3,000 sq.ft./unit. Even the
publicly funded housing project, Corcoran Park, employs 2500 sq.ft./unit.
While this high density for a few townhouses might be permissible, for suda
a lerge number would look like barracks and be an eyesore for the neighbor-
hood.

3. Crowding of townhouses is similar to crowding in high rises. Studies have

———

shown that crowding is associsted with a rise in blood pressure,
psychoneurosis, and other meladjustments; that high rise tenants see more
people and feel more crowded, feel less satisfaction, privacy and safety,
and have greater difficulty in social reletionships with neighbors or peop_e
outside. Conversely, the smaller the number of families shering a definite
environment, the stronger are their feelings of possession and concern for it.
"In human terms there can surely be little argument now that high rises have
been an elmost total disaster." "There is an urgent need to pay attention
to psychclogical conservation of the environment." How, in human terms,

do the crowded townhouses differ from high rises?

Hugh Freeman, "Mental Health and the Environment", British J._Psychiatry
1978) 132:113-24.
4, Parking. Some residents and guests will be forced to park on Huron Ave.
whlch already provides regular parking for spill-over cars from the golf
course, the VFW, and Huron Towers. During the recreation seasons, even before
the addition of 57 new housing units, there is illegal parking in the
Huron/Cusaing delta.

5. Iraffic. The esngle at which cars will be exiting and entering from the
development 1s extremely awkward. In rush hour, two lines of traffic will oe
forced to stop on a street which is slready hazardous for pedestrians and
drivers. Cushing Street is likely to become a thoroughfare between Huron
Ave, and Belmont St./Mt. Auburn St.

6. Recreation gpace. There will be a further drain on already overcrowded
recreation space, i.e. tennis courts, golf course, jogging lane around Fresh
Pond, tot lot, toboggen run, etc. This could be remedied by Mr. Fair using
some of his own land for on site recrestion. The future buyers deserve at
least some common meeting space, some common outdoor barbecus space,
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To the Honorable, the City Council of the
City of Cambridge:

The undersigned respectfully pray

thet the City Concil .ake s reccommendztion to C. Lensing Felr thet he
comply with the new anendment to the Townhouse Zoning Ordinauce, in other
words, that he go through the new procedure of obteining a specinl permit
for his proposed development, Fresh rond Place. The procedure would provide
an opportunity for site plen review and impect sannlycis of the development.
with a view towards persuading /r. Fair to reduce the number of townhouses
in his development from 57 to approx. 30-40. The reasone for this request
sre its: 1) extreordinary size 2) aestheticslly disple-sing density

3) unhealthy crowding and 1its problems of 4) prrking 5) trzffic and

6) recreation space,

(See page 1 for details)
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To the Honorable, the City Council of the
City of Cambridge:

The undersigned respectfully pray

th:t the Clty Co necll .ake & reccounendrtion to C., Lenrins Felp thet he
comply with the new ~uendment to the Townhouse . oning Ordi.cnce, in othor
worde, thet he go through the new procedure of obteining = ﬁpecinl perait
for his ~ropo.ed Sevelopment, Fresh :ond Plree. The procedure would provide
en opportunity for cite plan review and lmpect ~n-ly:is of the dcvelopaent
with 2 view towcrde persusding r. Foir to reducge the nusber of townhouges
in hie development from 57 to approx., 30-40, The ressons for thic request
nre 1tst 1) extrrordinsry size 2) aerthetleslly disple-sing dencity

3) unherlthy orowding and itc problems of 4) prriking 5) trcffic and

6) reerestion sonce, .

(See page 1 for detsils)
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 . TEL. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT A G E N D A
JAMES L. SULLIVAN
City Manager
DATA April 2, 1979 ' *NOTES

1. Notification of the appointment of Edward Morris,
1234 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, as a Constable
with power to serve civil process for a period of three

years, effective the first Monday in January, 1979.

2. Transmitting communication from James L. Sullivan,

City Manager, relative to the following application
for approval of location for a Chapter 180 Non-Profit
Corporation:

=4

The Southside Neighbors Community Development Corporatio
c/o Laurence T. May, Jr. ' ‘
203 Clark Street

Cambridge, MA 02139

3. Transmitting communication from James L. Sullivan,

City Manager, in response to Awaiting Report Item
No. 11 regarding the present use of the property at
255 Lexington Avenue.

4. Transmitting communication from James L. Sullivan,

City Manager, in response to Awaiting Report Item
No. 16 regarding the legal basis by which the MBTA
alleges they are exempt from making application for
building permits, etc.

5. Transmitting communication from James L. Sullivan,

City Manager, in response to City Council Order No.
7 of March 19, 1979, relative to the discharge of Carla
Johnston.

6. Transmitting communication from James L. Sullivan,

City Manager, in response to City Council Order No.
7 of March 26, 1979, regarding the Observatory Hill
Branch Library.

7. Transmitting communication from James L. Sullivan,
City Manager, relative to an appropriation of
$16,000 to the Cambridge Historical Commission Other
Ordinary Maintenance account to be used to prepare a
multiple resource nomination to the National Register

of Historic Places.







CCM-101

Uity of Cambridge

Calendar Item # 4
IN CITY COUNCIL

April 2, 1979

COUNCILLOR WYLIE

ORDERED:

That in view of the recent amendment to the Townhouse
Zoning Ordinance, the City Council recommends to C.
Lansing Fair that although he may not be legally required
to do so, he nevertheless should comply with the amendment
and obtain a special permit for his proposed development
at Fresh Pond Place, as suggested by the attached petition
of 100 local residents.

In City Council April 9, 1979.

Failed of adoption by a yea and nay vote:-
Yeas 1; Nays 6; Absent 0; Present 2.
Attest:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

A True Copy:-
ATTEST: - “‘44. j



* Order #26 Z
/mr%m

6/ /88

.C. Wylie re: recommending to C. Lansing
Fair to comply with Townhouse Zoning Amend-
ment. for his proposed development at Fresh
Pond Place.

In City Council,
April 2, 1979

. CHARTER RIGHT BY COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN 4/2/79
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