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Calendar Item # 7
AMENDED ORDER
IN CITY COUNCIL

May 6, 1991

VICE MAYOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR MYERS

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

It is clear that the City of Cambridge must have a program and policies which
support affordable rents and habitable living conditions; and

It is further clear that the issue of habitability isin a sphere extending beyond
traditional debate regarding affordable rents. It is therefore recommended
that the City policy focus upon the long term serviceability of the affordable
housing stock and use an integrated resource approach to achieve this goal,;
and

As part of an integrated housing policy to assure affordability, preserve
available housing, and spur new construction, it is the sense of this City
Council that an Affordable Housing Preservation Fund be established for the
purpose of providing loan and grant funds for rent controlled buildings which
are "at risk" and which principally house low-income tenants; and

The establishment of such a fund requires additional conceptualization with
respect to its precise mechanics, the following framework is proposed for
review and implementation by the Cambridge Rent Control Board, and final
development and referral back to the City Council for final approval and the
development of home rule legislation; said report due on or before July 29,
1991:

1. Annual funding shall be in the amount of approximately one million dollars.

2. A surcharge, fee or other levy shall be paid by non-exempt rent control
tenants based upon a percentage of monthly rent, and paid monthly to the
landlord, along with the tenant ’s rent.

3. The percentage of rent which is to be charged shall be determined by the
Rent Control Board based upon a review of the existing profiles of tenants
per data available to the Rent Control Board, and other City agencies.

4. Exemptions are to be granted to those tenants whose ability to pay the fee
is administratively determined to be limited. Proposed exemptions include:

a. Those tenants living on fixed incomes,such as persons receiving public
assistance, the elderly and the disabled;

b. In addition, it is proposed that exempt income classifications be developed
for various family sizes.




RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

5.1t is proposed that any model adopted by the Rent Control Board be one
which focuses upon exempt tenants filing an affidavit of exemption with the
Rent Control Board and where all non-exempt tenants will be assessed the
fee; now therefore be it

That vacant units that are rehabilitated or remodeled through the use of the
Affordable Housing Preservation fund be listed with the Housing Access
Office thus allowing access for the elderly, the disabled and low income; and
be it further

That a plan for the administration process which is clear and efficient, and
represents minimal burden to tenants and landlords be presented to the City
Council as part of the report, and that a clear procedure for exemptions be
outlined waich is not burdensome and that steps for outreach to members of
the public be seriously defined; and be it further

That the Cambridge Rent Control Board, with the participation of the REnt
Control Department, City Manager, and relevant City Departments, confirm
an administrative plan which will effect the recommended Affordable Housing
Preservation Fund, and report back to the City Council for its final approval;.
and be it further

That ample opportunity be provided to rent control tenants and others to
comment upon the fee and administrative structure. A series of neighborhood
meetings may be particularly beneficial in explaining the purpose of the fee,
and the mechanics of its administration.

In City Council May 6, 1991.

Adopted as amended by a yea and nay vote:
Yeas 8; Nays 1; Absent 0.

Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

& e cop y;q«-tf-l. & Ghosite

ATTEST:-

Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk
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May 6, 1991
VICE MAYOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR MYERS
WHEREAS: It is clear that the City of Cambridge must have a program and policies which

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

support affordable rents and habitable living conditions; and

It is further clear that the issue of habitability is in a sphere extending beyond
traditional debate regarding affordable rents. It is therefore recommended that the
City policy focus upon the long term serviceability of the affordable housing stock
and use an integrated resource approach to achieve this goal; and

As part of an integrated housing policy to assure affordability, preserve available
housing, and spur new construction, it is the sense of this City Council that an
Affordable Housing Preservation Fund be established for the purpose of providing
loan and grant funds for rent controlled buildings which are "at risk" and which
principally house low-income tenants; and

The establishment of such a fund requires additional conceptualization with respect
to its precise mechanics, the following framework is proposed for review and
implementatior: by the Cambridge Rent Control Board, and final development and
refercal back to the City Council for final approval and the development of home
rule legislation:

1. Annual funding shall be in the amount of approximately one million dollars.

2. A surcharge, fee or other levy shall be paid by non-exempt rent control tenants
based upon a percentage of monthly rent, and paid menthly to the landlord, along
with the tenant’s rent.

3. The percentage of reat which is to be charged shall be determined by the Rent
Control Board based upon a review of the existing profiles of tenants per data
available to the Rent Control Board, and other City agencies.

4. Exemptions are to be granted to those tenants whose ability to pay the fee is
administratively determired to be limited. Proposed exemptions include: a) Those
tenants living on fixed incomes, such as persons receiving public assistance, the
elderly, and the disabled; b) In addition, it is proposed that exempt income
classifications be developed for various family sizes.

5. Itis proposed that any model adopted by the Rent Control Board be one which




RESCLVED:

 RESCLVED:

focuses upon exempt tenants filing an affidavit of exemption with the Rent Control
Board and where all non-exempt tenants will be assessed the fee; now therefore
be it

That the Cambridge Rent Control Board, with the pzrticipation of the Rent Control
Department, City Manager, and relevant City Departments, confirm an
administrative plan which will effect the recommended Affordable Housing
Preservation Furd, and report back to the City Council for its final approval; and
be it further

That ample opportunity be provided to rent control tenants and others to comment

- upon-the fee-ard administrative structure. A series of neighborhood meetings may

be particularly beneficial in expliining the purposé of the fee and the mechamcs
of its administration.




@ity of Gambridge

26.

IN CITY COUNCIL

April 8, 1991

VICE MAYOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR MYERS s

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

It is clear that tre Ciiy of Cambridge must have a program and policies which
support affordab.e renis and habitable living conditions; and '

It is further clea- that the issue of habitability is in a sphere extending beyond
traditional debate regarding affordable rents. It is therefore recommended that the
City policy focus upon the long term serviceability of the affordable housing stock
and use an integrated resource approach to achieve this goal; and

As part of an integrated housing policy to assure affordability, preserve available
housing, and spu- new construction, it is the sense of this City Council that an
Affordable Housing Preservation Fund be established for the purpose of providing
loan and grant funds for rent controlled buildings which are "at risk" and which
principally house low-income tenants; and

The establishment of such a fund requires additional conceptualization with respect
to its precise mechanics, the following framework is proposed for review and
implementatior: by the Cambridge Rent Control Board, and final development and
referral back to the City Council for final approval and the development of home
rule legislation:to~R ~apore Qv on o MaFore Tt Y = ol

1. Annual funding shall be in the amount of approximately one million dollars,

2. A surcharge, fee or other levy shall be paid by non-exempt rent control tenants
based upon a perceatage of monthly rent, and paid monthly to the landlord, along
with the tenant’s rent. ~ ‘

3. The percentage of rent which is to be charged shall be determined by the Rent
Control Board based upon -a review of the existing profiles of tenants per data

~

available to the Rer:t Ccntrol Board, and other City agencies.

4. Exempticns are 0 be granted to those tenants whose ability to pay the fee is
administratively detzrmiried to be limited. Proposed exemptions include: a) Those
tenants living on fixed incomes, such as persons receiving public assistance, the
elderly, and the disabled; b) In addition, it is proposed that exempt income
classifications be developed for various family sizes.

5. Itis proposed tha: any model adopted by the Rent Control Board be one which
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IN CITY COUNCIL

April 8, 1991

VICE MAYOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR MYERS

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

It was brought to the attention of the Rent Control Sub-Committee that the so-
called transition amendment, created in 1979 to protect eleventh-hour purchasers
of condominiums in rent-controlled buildings, has been so broadly interpreted as
to be the source of evictions and eviction threats to tenants living in controlled
rental condominiums; and

It is the sense of the Sub-Committee that clarification of this portion of Ordinance
966 would end the limbo faced by tenants living in affected units; now therefore
be it '

That this City Council request the City Manager and Rent Control Board to look
into amending the language of Ordinance Number 966 to require that after the
recording of the master deed a purchase and sale agreement on affected units has
been entered into prior to August 10, 1979, and that the unit has been once legally
owner-occupied prior to May 1, 1990, and that no condominium unit once legally
occupied by the unit owner shall ever again be subject to this section for any
reason.




focuses upon exempt tenants filing an affidavit of exemption with the Rent Control .

Board and where all non-exempt tenants will be assessed the fee; now-therefere X o

be it

RESOLVED: That the Cambridge Rent Control Board, with the pzrticipation of the Rent Control

Department, City Manager, and relevant City Departments, confirm an
administrative plan which will effect the recommended Affordable Housing
Preservation Fund, and report back to the City Council for its final apprcval; and
be it further

" RF?OLVED That ample opportunity be provided to rent control tenants and others to comment

. upon the fee ar.d administrative structure. A series of neighborhood meetings may
be particularly beneficial in explaining the purpose of the fee, and the mechamcs
of its administration. :
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IN CITY COUNCIL

April 8, 1991

VICE MAYOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR MYERS

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

It is clear that the City of Cambridge must have a program and policies which
support affordable rents and habitable living conditions; and

It is further clear that the issue of habitability is in a sphere extending beyond
traditional debate regarding affordable rents. It is therefore recommended that the
City policy focus upon the long term serviceability of the affordable housing stock
and use an integrated resource approach to achieve this goal; and

As part of an integrated housing policy to assure affordability, preserve available
housing, and spur new construction, it is the sense of this City Council that an
Affordable Housing Preservation Fund be established for the purpose of providing
loan and grent funds for rent controlled buildings which are "at risk" and which
principally house low-income tenants; and

The establishment of such a fund requires additional conceptualization with respect
to its precise mechanics, the following framework is proposed for review and
implementation by the Cambridge Rent Control Board, and final development and
referral back to the City Council for final approval and the development of home
rule legislation:

1. Annual funding shall be in the amount of approximately one million dollars.

2. A surcharge, fee or other levy shall be paid by non-exempt rent control tenants
based upon a percentage of monthly rent, and paid monthly to the landlord, along
with the tenant’s rent.

3. The percentage of rent which is to be charged shall be determined by the Rent
Control Board based upon a review of the existing profiles of tenants per data
available to the Rent Control Board, and other City agencies.

4. Exempticns are to be granted to those tenants whose ability to pay the fee is
administratively determined to be limited. Proposed exemptions include: a) Those
tenants living on fixed incomes, such as persons receiving public assistance, the
elderly, and the disabled; b) In addition, it is proposed that exempt income
classifications be developed for various family sizes.




RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

5. It is proposed that any model adopted by the Rent Control Board be one which
focuses upon exempt tenants filing an affidavit of exemption with the Rent Control
Board and where all non-exempt tenants will be assessed the fee; now therefore
be it

That the Cambridge Rent Control Board, with the participation of the Rent Control
Department, City Manager, and relevant City Departments, confirm an
administrative plan which will effect the recommended Affordable Housing
Preservation Fund, and report back to the City Council for its final approval; and
be it further

That ample opportunity be provided to rent control tenants and others to comment
upon the fee and administrative structure. A series of neighborhood meetings may
be particularly beneficial in explaining the purpose of the fee, and the mechanics
of its administration.

REFERRED TO THE CALENDAR
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Y CITY COUNCIL ORDER APRIL 4, 1991 é U
* VICEMAYOR REEVES
\ Affordable Housing Preservation Fund
WHEREAS: It is clear that the City of Cambridge must have a program and
policies which support affordable rents and habitable living
conditions, and
- WHEREAS: It is further clear that the issue of habitability is in a sphere extending
o beyond traditional debate regarding affordable rents. It is therefore
- recommended that the City policy focus upon the long term
- serviceability of the affordable housing stock and use an integrated
resource approach to achieve this goal, and
As part of an integrated housing policy to assure affordability,

WHEREAS:

preserve available housing, and spur new construction, it is the
sense of this City Council that an Affordable Housing Preservation
Fund be established for the purpose of providing loan and grant
funds for rent controlled buildings which are “at risk” and which
principally house low-income tenaats, and

|
The establishment of such a fund reguires additional , »
conceptualization with respect to its precise mechanics, the [ no( develo@ T
‘ollowing framework is proposed for review and imptententation by —

the Cambridge Rent Control Board: \O.n o\ AR (B T, Y ine
1. Annual funding shall be in the amount of approximately one Cvty Couned
million dolfars, Lo Fraal

ele s’
2. A .archerge, fee or other levy shall be paid by non-exempt rent ool the
control tenants based upon a percentage of monthly rent, and paid e veleg Ao
monthly to the landlord, along with the tenant’s rent. of  REEBERT

Yome Svle

3. The percentage of rent which is to be charged shall be determined \eastation
by the Rer* Control Board based upon a review of the existing

profiles of tenants per data ava:icble to the Rent Control Board, anc

other City agencies. .

4. Exemptions are to be granted to those tenants whose ability to
pay the fee is administratively determined to be limited. Proposed
exemptions include: a) Those tenants living on fixed incomes, such
as persons receiving public assistance, the elderly, and the disabled;
b) In addition, it is proposed that exempt income classifications be
developed for various family sizes, fo£2= -~ lorr

5. Tt is proposed that any model adopted by the Rent Control Board
be one which focuses upon exempt tenants filing an affadavit of
exemption with the Rent Control Board and where all non-exempt
tenants will be assessed the fee, therefore be it
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~ RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:
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That the Cambridge Rent Control Board, with the participation of
the Rent Control Department, Citv Manager, and relevant City
Departments, confirm an admini:.rative plan which will effect the
recommended Affordable Housing Preservation Fund, and-beit
foder refov b ke te the Gy Covacdlter
approves |
That ample opportunity be provided to rent control tenants and
others to comment upon the fee and administrative structure. A
series of neighborhood meetings may be particularly beneficial in
explaining the purpose of the fee, and the mechanics of its
administration.
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WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:
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Affordable Housing Preservation Fund

It is clear that the City of Cambridge must have a program and
policizs which support affordable rents and habitable living
condiiions, and

It is further clear that the issue of habitability is in a sphere extending
beyond traditional debate regarding affordable rents. It is therefore
recommended that the City policy focus upon the long term
serviceability of the affordable housing stock and use an integrated
resource approach to achieve this goal, and

As part of an integrated housing palicy to assure affordability,
preserve available housing, and spur new construction, it is the
sense >f this City Council that an Affordable Housing Preservation
Fund be established for the purpose of providing loan and grant
funds for rent controlled buildings which are “at risk” and which
principally house low-income tenants, and

The establishment of such a fund requires additional
conceptualization with respect 10 its precise mechanics, the
following framework is proposed for review and implementation by
by the Cambridge Rent Control Board, and final development and
referral back to the Cambridge City Council for final approval and
the development of home rule legislation:

1. Annual funding shall be in the amount of approximately one
million dollars.

2. A sarcharge, fee or other levy shall be paid by non-exempt rent
contro’ tenants based upon a percentage of monthly rent, and paid
month:y to the landlord, along with the tenant’s rent.

3. The percentage of rent which is to be charged shall be determined
by the Rent Control Board based upon a review of the existing
profiles of tenants per data available to the Rert Control Board, and
other City agencies.

4. Exemptions are to be granted to those tenants whose ability to
pay the fee is administratively determined to be limited. Proposed
exemptions include: a) Those tenants living on fixed incomes, such
as persons receiving public assistance, the elderly, and the disabled;
b) In addition, it is proposed that exempt income classifications be
developed for various family sizes.

5. It is proposed that any model adopted by the Rent Control Board
be one which focuses upon exempt tenants filing an affidavit of
exemption with the Rent Control Board and where all non-exempt
tenants will be assessed the fee, therefore be it

That the Cambridge Rent Control Board, with the participation of
the Rent Control Department, City Manager, and relevant City
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RESOLVED:

é -

Departments, confirm an administrative plan which will effect the
recommended A ffordable Housing Preservation Fund, and report
back to the City Council for its final approval, and be it further

That ample opportunity be provided to rent control tenants and
others to comment upon the fee and administrative structure. A
series of neighborhood meetings may be particularly beneficial in
explaining the purpose of the fee, and the mechanics of its
administration.

(SANDY -- PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A REVISED AND FINAL
VERSION OF ONE WITH THE SAME TITLE SENT EARLIER TODAY)

17:48
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IN CITY COUNCIL

April 8, 1991

VICE MAYOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR MYERS

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

It is clear taat the City of Cambridge must have a program and policies which
support affordable rents and habitable living conditions; and

It is further clear that the issue of habitability is in a sphere extending beyond
traditional debate regarding affordable rents. It is therefore recommended that the
City policy “ocus upon the long term serviceability of the affordable housing stock
and use an integrated resource approach to achieve this goal; and

As part of an integrated housing policy to assure affordability, preserve available
housing, and spur new construction, it is the sense of this City Council that an
Affordable Housing Preservation Fund be established for the purpose of providing
loan and grant funds for rent controlled buildings which are "at risk" and which
principally house low-income tenants; and

The establishment of such a fund requires additional conceptualization with respect
to its preciss mechanics, the following framework is proposed for review and
implementation by the Cambridge Rent Control Board, and final development and
referral back to the City Council for final approval and the development of home
rule legislation:

1. Annual funding shall be in the amount of approximately one million dollars.

2. A surcharge, fee or other levy shall be paid by non-exempt rent control tenants
based upon & percentage of monthly rent, and paid monthly to the landlord, along
with the tenent’s rent.

3. The percentage of rent which is to be charged shall be determined by the Rent
Control Boa-d based upon a review of the existing profiles of tenants per data
available to the Rent Control Board, and other City agencies.

4. Exemptions are to be granted to those tenants whose ability to pay the fee is
administratively determined to be limited. Proposed exemptions include: a) Those
tenants living on fixed incomes, such as persons receiving public assistance, the
elderly, and the disabled; b) In addition, it is proposed that exempt income
classifications be developed for various family sizes.

5. It is proposed that any model adopted by the Rent Control Board be one which




RESOLVED:

- RESOLVED:

focuses upon exempt tenants filing an affidavit of exemption with the Rent Control
Board and where all non-exempt tenants will be assessed the fee; now therefore
be it

That the Cambridge Rent Control Board, with the participation of the Rent Control
Department, City Manager, and relevant City Departments, confirm an
administrative plan which will effect the recommended Affordable Housing
Preservation Fund, and report back to the City Council for its final approval; and
be it further

That ample opportunity be provided to rent control tenants and others to comment
upon the fee and administrative structure. A series of neighborhood meetings may
be particularly beneficial in explaining the purpose of the fee, and the mechanics
of its administration.
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NON-CONSENT

Vice Mayor Reeves and Councillor Myers
re: Affordable Housing Breservatiomsy
Fund. 13

In City Council,

April 8, 1991
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