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' june 17th,
'

,Ljj. 17.
' To the
!

Honorable.the City Council of tne
,

! City of Cambridge:-1
' '

i return herewith witnout jny ap-e

(
proval two ordinances 'estatnisiiing salaries of members of the

lj

police :oepartment', passed by tne City Council at its meetingI

on 1Kay 22nd, 1917. i am advised by tne City solicitor tnatt

the power of the CIty Council to act in relation to salaries
is confined exculMvely to the Balaries of heads of departments

or members of Boards. The city council's autmrity to act

in relation to salaries is contained in section 5 of part 1 of
our City Charter, which reads in part ag follows:

"The Nkiyor and the City Council or otner legislative body
may ............. increa?3e, reduce, establish or abolish sal—aries of tteads of departments or members of Boards."

P¶

"-'
'

i aw in entire syinpatry with the City ccmncil in its belief
that the salaries of tne policemen and firemen should be inereas~

!
ed in order that these city enlployee8 should be able to meet the
advanced expenses that they must necessarily incur because of the
present iiign cost of living. private employers generally have
recognized or are recognizing that advance prices in the necessa-
ries of life demand increases in wage8. The city is in no Uf-

' L,ferent position than a private employer, except tnat it must act
more cautiously and with greater certainty as to the wisdom of



" !
-I'

' ( PB. 3. )

To the
Honorable the City Council of the '

.. CltZ,or cambrid&e:~

its decisions.

Since It is iliegal to-provide by ordinance such increase

of salaries to our policemen and firemen, i shalljauc~s%m=
later forward to you
==hmxa recomniendation for an appropriation sufficient to

p̂rovide for this Increase, to tak.e effect as of jUly lbt,, 1917..

'

It is impossible to provide at this time for inereasc8'or
: advancements beyonxi thc present fiscal year because no litlayor '

, ray recommend nor City Council appropriate beyond the fiscal year

witrtin which it is acting. Your schedule of annuai aavaneementg

in salary may well be taken as a basis for future recouunendations.

'

"""m~=
Mayor.

)

?

0 "

\1'~
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