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IN CITY COUNCIL

Fane 121995
June 19, 1995
COUNCILLOR BORN
- COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO

COUNCILLOR MYERS

VICE MAYOR RUSSELL

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS: Many pesticides and insecticides which have been in use for decades have
recently been determined to have long-range health effects on animals and humans
who touch, breath or otherwise ingest them; and

WHEREAS: Although many of these chemicals continue to meet USFDA safety standards in
that they pass tests which involve animals in testing laboratories, these laboratory
tests measure only the effects of these substances in very controlled

- circumstances, leaving many questions unanswered about their cumulative

environmental effects; and

WHEREAS: There exist now a large number of organic fertilizers which provide reasonable
alternatives to chemicals; and

WHEREAS: Aithough in a few instances, aiternative fertilizers and insecticides may be
somewhat more expensive and although, in a few instances they may appear to
be somewhat less effective in the short term, the net result of their effectiveness
and cost must also be measured in long range public health terms; and

WHEREAS: Many parents of young children, alerted by facts reported in the media, have
expressed concern over the city’s policy regarding fertilization and pest control
on Tot Lots and Playing Fields; and

WHEREAS: A previous order in this council requested a report ont he extent of and the safety

of chemical use on open spaces in Cambridge; now therefore be it



ORDERED:

ORDERED:

-2

That such report be expanded to include an assessment of any compromises to the
costs and efficiency issues occasioned by anew policy of the City of Cambridge
to rewrite its specifications to require only non-chemical fertilizers and
insecticides for turf and outdoor plant maintenance in this city with a view
making this switch in policy effective no later than 1996 season; and be it further

That such report include a survey of what other communities have don to effect
similar changes.

In City Council June 19, 1995.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy; K9, Irane 0
ATTEST:-

D. Margaret Drury,
City Clerk
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IN CITY COUNCIL

June 12, 1995

COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR MYERS

VICE MAYOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

Many pesticides and insecticides which have been in use for decades have
recently been determined to have long-range health effects on animals and humans
who touch, breath or otherwise ingest them; and

Although many of these chemicals continue to meet USFDA safety standards in
that they pass tests which involve animals in testing laboratories, these laboratory
tests measure only the effects of these substances in very controlled
circumstances, leaving many questions unanswered about their cumulative
environmental effects; and

There exist now a large number of organic fertilizers: which provide reqsonable
alternatives to chemicals; and

Although in a few instances; alternative fertilizers and insecticides may be
somewhat more expensive and although, in a few instances they may appear to

be somewiiat iess effcctive in thie short term, the net result of tt e,r Ci 166&.\\,7}@55
and cost must also be measured in long range public health terms; and

Many parents of young children, alerted by facts reported in the media, have
expressed concern over the city’s policy regarding fertilization and pest control
on Tot Lots and Playing Fields; and

A previous order in this council requested a report ont he extent of and the safety
of chemical use on open: spaces in Cambridge; now: therefore: be it

That such report be expanded-to include an assessment of any compromises to the -
costs and efficiency issues occasioned by anew policy of the City of Cambridge
to rewrite 1ts specifications to require only non-chemical fertilizers and
insecticides for turf and outdoor plant maintenance in this city with a view
making this switch in policy effective no later than 1996 season; and be it further



ORDERED: That such report include a survey of what other communities have don to effect
similar changes.

CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR BORN



CCM-101

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:
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IN CITY COUNCIL

June 12, 1995

Many pesticides and insecticides which have been in use for decades have
recently been determined to have long-range health effects on animals and humans
who touch, breath or otherwise ingest them; and

Although many of these chemicals continue to meet USFDA safety standards in
that they pass tests which involve animals in testing laboratories, these laboratory
tests measure only the effects of these substances in very controlled
circumstances, leaving many questions unanswered about their cumulative
environmental effects; and :

There exist now a large number of organic fertilizers which provide reasonable
alternatives to chemicals; and

Although in a few instances, alternative fertilizers and insecticides may be
somewhat more expensive and although, in a few instances they may appear to
be somewhat less effective in the short term, the net result of their effectiveness
and cost must also be measured in long range public health terms; and

Many parents of young children, alerted by facts reported in the media, have
expressed concern over the city’s policy regarding fertilization and pest control
on Tot Lots and Playing Fields; and

A previous order in this council requested a report ont he extent of and the safety
of chemical use on open spaces in Cambridge; now therefore be it

That such report be expanded to include an assessment of any compromises to the
costs and efficiency issues occasioned by anew policy of the City of Cambridge
to rewrite its specifications to require only non-chemical fertilizers and
insecticides for turf and outdoor plant maintenance in this city with a view
making this switch in policy effective no later than 1996 season; and be it further

That such report include a survey of what other communities have don to effect
similar changes.
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