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May twenty-second
1 9 1 9

mr. d. j . Toomey,
Clerk of ucmmittees,
vauibridge ,

Mass .

Dear oir:
mplying to your inqizirj of Auay 21, 1919,

concerning the sale nf a pe)rtiim of the int of city iand
on PortlaM St. , I aui enclosing a 3mall plan showing the
lot in questitbn.

This vacant land is nccupied in part by the
Hook and Ladder ift5 building, partly by the Street Dept.
for oil tanks , partly by the Canibri dgs Water 1Borks for
pi'je stnrage, and partly by the oewer Dept. fnr eitoek.
The Sewer Dept. dnes not now use this land for st3rage tn
any great extant but it is projnsed ttj keep it for that
purpose and to that end, a high fence has just been built
arnand the property.

In my npini'"n, this lot sh"'uld nnt be sold by
the City as it is a verv valuable l"t to h'Ud. The s ale
of a small lot as prop'wed which wmzld reduce the City' s
frontage m Portland St. wnuld seri "usly interfere with
the·value of' the lot &8 a whnle, and in KT c'pinim, the
City should Mid the I"t f:'r its BWll use nr, if it is to
be sold, the entire lot ShntZ1d be Snld as me piece.

%"":" '>4u_
,

W'
' ' citg mgi.neer.

H,'IE1/D

Encl. plan

"-—-~
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" May 27,1919 ,

Mr.Daniel j, T ooiney,
Clerk of Committees of Cambridge,

Dear Sir ,m 1,\
At El rueet ing of the Water Board held Friday

evening last your comnunication regarding the sale of

1,500 feet of land on Portland street, owned by the City,
was considered, The Board desire me to inf orin you

, that the portion to be offered' for sale is not occupied

by the Water Board and they therefore can see no reason

why the city should not make the sale if it so decides,

Yours truly,
· WHH ,AMz )G,vr

CLERK WATER BOARD,

>

Y
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May 2'7
,

1919

Mr, Daniel J, Toomev,

Cierk of Committees,
.

CatUridge, Mas8,

Dear sir:
In response to your inquiry of the 21st in

regard to the proposed 8ale ?f certain city land on
,

Portland Street! I beg to, advise that this dcpartment
.

t

is' at present uSing only the driveway into and the area
k - ·-

in the immediate vicinity of the oil storage plant there

and that the proposed sale of the{ area on the front of

the 'lot would not affedt tMs departmenVs further use

of the remainder of the lot,
P

Very truly yours,

i
C

i i
.

Superint n ent of Street3,

t
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Qlitg 9Nt-

May twenty-s ixth
1 9 I 9

-- "" Hon. City Council
CauibriAge , btass.

Gentlemen :

I ain in receipt of a cownunieation :froui the cityclerk ae ting under instructi'ms from the Mnorable Council
asking whether or nnt the Ekigineering and Sewer Department
would have any need for any o:f the-land now owned by the
City on Portland St. adj oining the H'3c)k and Ladder Hmse
K3.

In replv w'mld say that this land is occupied
partly by the Water Dept., partly by th0 Street Dept. ,and partly by the Sewer Dept. -- whieh three department8
h8ve united and jointly built 8 high fence &bcju't tho lmt
at a cost of over four hundred dollars. The 3treet Dept.
at present has an oIl tank in use upon the lot. The
Water Oept. has at present a c msiderable quantity nf
water pipe stored up"n the lot. The oeuler »cpt. has had
occasion for but limited use of the Int as yet. when the
fene e was built, it was pr'"p "sed that the Water Dept.
should have the larger pnrtion adj nining the H,"nk and Ladder
l"t. The Sewer Dept. was tn have a smaller p"rtion ad- "

joining the Bower pipe yard gf D.W.Eewis & C '. , while
the Street Dept. was to occupy its present s ituati "'n at
the rear earner a'ljoining the railroad.

The whole Int 1$3 Qf tuo 8iiel11 a size to previde
any eonMAerablo amount of stmrage for these three aepart
merits, and if any work r"jf magnitude was undertaken by
either one or two of these departments, the storage wnuld
be entirely inadequate. In my opinion, the size n;f this
lot should not be further reduced if it is prnp^sea to
continue its use for these three departments.

,:e:,!r: R,:/¥;u',q"'ng'"""
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