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Inthe Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE

Be itordainedby the City Counci/o/ the CitY of Cambridge as follows:

That the Zoning Ordinances of the city of Cambridge be amended as follows:

By amending the text of Article 7.000 - Signs and Illuminations by re-

placing the current regulations relative to signs with a new sign

ordinances.

The purpose of the amerdment is to limit the size of individual signs

and tighten che circumstances under vhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The Eolloving is a list of the proposed moCificacions: reduce .

the tocal signage alloved on a lot, further reduce the size of freestanding

end projecting signs, cap., the size of mil signs, limic the circumstances

under rhich internally iliuminaEed signs can be employed, prohibiE such

illumi"nation for freestanding and projecting signs, make the regulations

uniform for all nonresidencial districts} require the removal of some of che

more visually offensive nonconforming signs, modify the currrent
mechanism

for reviev of che design of proposed"signs and limit che height of all

stgns.

..
In City Council March 18, 1991.

Failed of ordination by a yea and nay
vote'g:

Yeas 4; Nays 2; Absent I

Present 2.
ATTEST:

±
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of aneral Laws, Chapter 43, SCction

23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter,

the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed in length eight

Octavo pages of ordinary book print may be examined at the

Office of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

curing office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE

Beitordainedby the City Councilol the Cityo/ Cambridgeas follows:

That the Zoning Ordinances of the city of Cambridge be amended as follows:

By amending the text of Article 7.000 - Signs and Illuminations by re-

placing the current regulations relative to signs with a new sign

ordinances.

The purpose of the amendment is tO limit the size of individual signs

and tighten che circumstances under vhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The £o11oHing is a list of the proposed moCificacions: reduce

the rocal signage alloved on a lot, further reduce the size of freestanding

znd projecting signs, cap the size of vail signs, limit the circumstances

under rhich internally illuminat"¢id'signs can be employed, prohibic such

illwnination for freestanding and projecting signs, make the regulations

uniform for all nonresidential districts, require the removal of some of the

more visually offensive nonconforming siyis, modify the currrenl mechanism

for reviev of che design of proposed'signs and limii che heig'ric of all

signs.

,.,
In City Council March 18, 1991.

Failed of ordination by a yea and nay
vote:

·:Yeas 4; Nays 2; Absent I

Present 2.
ATTEST:

"
JQseRh E. Connarton, City Clerk

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of eneral Laws, Chapter 43, SCction

23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter,

the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed in length eight

Octavo pages of ordinary book print may be examined at the

Office of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

curing office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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Inthe Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE

Beitordainedbythe City Counci/o/ the Cityo/ Cambridge as follows,

That the Zoning Ordinances of the city of' Cambridge be amended as follows:

By amending the text of Article 7.000 - Signs and Illuminations by re-

placing the current regulations relative to signs with a new sign

ordinances.

The purpose of the amendment is to limit the size of individual signs

and tighcen che circumstances under vhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The following is a list of the proposed moCifications: reduce

the rocal signage allcmed on a lot, further reduce the size of freestanding

znd projecting signs, cap the size of mil si;ns, limit the circumstances

under rhich internally illuminated signs ca'n be employed, prohibic such

illumi"nation for freestanding and projecting signs, make the regulations

uniform for all nonresidential districts, require the removal of some of the

more visually offensive nonconforming signs, modify che currrent mechanism

for reviev of the design of proposed'signs and limit che height of all

signs.

..,
In City Council March 18, 1991.

Failed of ordination by a yea and nay
vote:

-:Yeas 4; Nays 2; Absent I

Present 2.
ATTEST:

"
jo$eRh E. Connarton, City Clerk

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of eneral Laws, Chapter 43, SCction

23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter,

the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed in length eight

Octavo pages of ordinary book print may be examined at the

Office of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

curing office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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' In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE
.

Beitordainedbythe Cig Counci/of the CitjfO/ Cambridge as /o//OwS:

That the Zoning Ordinances of the city of Cambridge be amended as follows:

By amending the text of Article 7.000 - Signs and Illuminations by re-

placing the current regulations relative to signs with a new sign

ordinances.

The purpose of the amendment is to limit the size of individual signs

and tighten che circumstances under vhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The Eollowing is a list of the proposed moCificacions: reduce

the rocal signage alloljed on a lot, further reduce the size of freestanding

znd projecting signs, cap the size of wall signs, limit the circumstances

under rhich internally illuminated signs can be employed, prohibit such

illumina[ion for freestanding and projecting signs, make the regulations

uniform for all nonresidential districts, require the removal of some of the

more visually offensive nonconforming signs, modify the currrent mechanism

for reviev of the design of proposed'signs and limit che height of all

stgns.

,,
In City Council March 18, 1991.

Failed of ordination by a yea and nay
vote?:

Yeas 4; Nays 2; Absent 1

Present 2.
ATTEST:

z
josejjh E. Connanton, City Clerk

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of oeneral Laws, Chapter 43, SCction

23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter,

the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed in length eight

Octavo pages of ordinary book print may be examined at the

Office of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

curing office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.



.

¶

UNFINISHED BUSINESS ITEM #3

"'
-

'"'""""""'i) Qtitp of €ambribge

~ r ·.- 0
""'"°°"'?"':

':;:",:i::'"k3!

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE

Beitordainedby the City Counci/of the City of Cambridge as follows:

That the Zoning Ordinances of the city of Cambridge be amended as follows:

By amending the text of Article 7.000 - Signs and Illuminations by re-
placing the current regulations relative to signs with a new sign

ordinances.

The purpose of the amendment is to limit the size of individual signs

and tighten the circumstances under vhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The Following is a list of the proposed modifications: reduce

the Cocal signage allcmed on a lot, further reduce the size of freestanding

znd projecting signs, cap the size of wall signs, limit the circumstances

under which internally illuminaced signs can be employed, prohibic such

illumination for freestanding and projecting signs, make the regulations

uniform for all nonresidential districts, require the removal of some of the

more visually offensive nonconforming signs, modify the currrent mechanism

for review of the design of proposed signs and limit che height of all

sLgns.

:

.
In City Council March 18, 1991.

Failed of ordination by a yea and nay
vote3:

Yeas 4; Nays 2; Absent 1

Present 2.
ATTEST:

z
joseRh E. Connanton, City Clerk

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisiohs of eneral Laws, Chapter 43, SCction

23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter,

the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed in length eight

Octavo pages of ordinary book print may be examined at the

Office of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

curing office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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'
Festival "0,,"9::",q-"

Saturday, and 1 to 9 pm Sunday. 'Mi,, ,,!Arts lottery Missing works More information is available by CITYOF CAMBRIDGE" New applications and guidelines no longer missed calling 495-2794. cancelled LEGAL NOTICE

© F f t f¶t fo' the next round of the .
DZPARTMENTOF TRAFFIC& PARKING

8 ¶
¶ t MassachusettsArts Lottery are

Among Mozart's "Oeuvres com-

,

Radio host to talk interim parkingcontrol committee
' Noti:e is herebygiventhat a RublicHeatingwill

available from 10 am to noonand 1 plettes" being shownat the Harvard Continuedfrom page 1'
be held on Wednesday,March27, 1991 at7:00 PM

o pm wee ays a e am ri g,
Music Libraryare three canon text:

tO property owners0
t 4 kd t th C b 'd . . River Festival events, he said, and in the AckermannRoomon the secondfloor of the

Arts Council, 57 Inman St. that were missing for more than 100 The Small Property Owners donations last year were slim.
City Hill at 795 MassachusettsAve., Cambridge,

U
years·

l
Association is hosting a talk by "P 1 h t d th

Massa3husettsto consider the following applica-
The Arts Lottery funds . eop e ave o o more an say tions "or Controlled Parking Permits or Deter-

. . . The dis "overy of the works was Gene Burns of WRKO Radio at 7 · ·a 0 0 D D 0 community-based arts projects in- they like somethingand they'll miss minatijn of Exclusionsfrom the CambridgePark-
volving local artists, innovative pro-

announcedlast month at the Inter- pm, Tuesday, March 12, at the VFW it," Hanson said. "If everybody ing Fneze. ·

Cambridge Arts (buncil jects, and a variety of audiences national Mozart Congressin Vienna Hall, 688 Huron Ave. gave a dollar, there'd be a Rive' C,Zbj,2?P: :k'|?,i:,':'t, ll for a Parking Lot at 2

' and venues.
celebrating the 200th anniversary of The fundraiser is openand free to Festival, no question about it. . . . 2. Junction Realty Trust for construction of a

57 lnman St. More information is available by the artist's death. the public, but donations are sug- There's not enough support in the ParkingGarage at 2400 MassachusettsAvenue.

ca in i ac man a 349-4380. Although the short vocal pieces, gested.More information is community to mandate that it Cop"es of the applicationare availablefor publicCambridge, MA 02139 ll' g W'll St k t
similar to rounds, are not among his available by calling 354-1030. happen." inspecjon at the Departmentof Traffic and Park-

349-4380 major works, they provide insight . . .
ing, 5" lnman Street, Cambridge,Massachusetts,

. · · into Mozart's character, according Show by At this point, it's too late to resur- 02139
WArtsline is produced by the Voodoo in Cambridge . . . .

rect the festival for this year, (C)Mqi.7
to Christoph Wolff, music professor Armenian artist organizers said. Artists wouldCambridge Arts Council and The Cambridge Multicultural Arts and director of the Harvard Music

.
CITYOF CAMBRIDGE

appears monthly in the Chronicle. Center will present a discussionand Library. The works of Hagtan Shahoumian,, already need to have been con- PURCHASINGDEPARTMENT

, , . ,
performance called "The Haitian The pieces were not published an Armenian-born artist, will on ex.. tacted if the event were to go on. Seabdproposalswill be receivedat the Officeof

Paintings on suicide Voudoun (Voodoo): An Exploration" with his other works becausethey hibit March 5 to 28 at 25R Lowell "It's too late at this date," Con- the PurchasingAgent, Room303, City Hall, Cam-

a 7 m Wednesda March 13. contained ex licit Ian ua e and Street, jointlysponsoredby the trucci said. "Plans needed to have bridge Mass., until 11: 00 o'clock A.M. Thursday,
t p y, p g g

, , . . March21, 1991 at which time and place they will

"' Paintings depicting suicide are GerdesFleurant, sociology pro- were, as Mozart's widow once CambridgeArt Association and the started in January. We're hoping to be pu:NcIy opened and read for furnishing the

now being exhibited at Gallery 57 fessor and African American wrote, "unruly". Cambridge Yerevan Sister City put it back together for 1992." followhg to the City of Cambridge.

on Inman Street. Studiescoordinator at Salem State The exhibit will be displayed at Association. In the meantir!'e, ,Hanso? said, =:,=:,,i,l,
W* "The Suicide project,"with the College,will speak on the vodoun the Richard F. French Gallery of The show, "An Artist's Perception the Arts Council is hoping to Carciac CatheterizationServices

paintings of Mary Behrens, shows religion. Jean ClaudeMartinu, a the 1ibrar;y,which is open 9 am to 10 of his Homeland, Armenia," con- organize smaller events this. sum- ThrEeWheel Vehicles

famous 20th century women who local poet and musician, will speak pm Monday through Thursday; 9 fains paintings and graphics that mer, such as the neighborhoodcon- Installation of Security Screens

took their lives. The paintings are in on the socio-political effects of the am to 5 pm, Friday; 1 to 5 pm, reflect the present conditions in cert series held in parks around the CambridgeParks MaintenanceProgram.

the tradition of portraiture, but ex- rehgion. The folkloric dance com- Armenia and hope for the future. city last year.
See proposalfor bid deposit.

· ' ' ' The Cityof Cambridgereservesthe right to waive

tend the genre into a less orthodox pany, Haitian Konbit, will also any informalitiesor to rejectany or all proposals.

· Specificationsmay be obtainedat the Officeof
format, incorporating oil, paint, perform.

.
Rounder began as a hobby for a group of friends "e 'u'chas'ng Agent, Room303, City Hall, Cam-

wood and lead next to photographs Tickets are $5 for general admis- bridge, Mass.

,
taken from booksand magazines of sion; $2 for senior citizens and " Each proposal must be in a sealed envelope

the individuals. students. More information is Continuedfrom page 11 The renewed national interest in folk and the re- plainly marked "Proposal for 'DesignateItem' "
. · ' ' ' · · · and addressedto BarbaraL. Duffy, Purchasing

- Behrens, consciousof the gap bet- available from the CMAC at have a very good relationship with the owners of cent trend in the music industry to record interna- Agent, City Hall, Cambridge,Massachusetts.

. ween what is documentedthrough 577-1400. Passim, according to Irwin. "The Donlans book a lot tional traditional music, such as Paul Simon's recent BarbaraL. Duffy

systematic research and the actual of our artists and we do go down there and check out ventures into South African and Brazilian music, PurchasingAgent

scopeof a person's life, offers her st, Pat's Sober new musicians," he said. have meant continued growth for Rounder. (Rounder (C)Mar.7,
*

- works as pictures which, in part, try In a Way, the founders use the local scSne to test distributed LadysmitP Black Mambazo bef)o'ethe &Y OF CAMBRIDGE
to reconcile that gap. Dance from CASPAR new artists. "If it's successfulhere, then it may tell group appeared on Simon's "Graceland". BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS

Her work also looks at the way ,

something about how well it will do nationally," The Rounders believe that while the company has Notice is hereby given under General Laws,
'
women, throughout the history of It's that time of year again, St. Nowlin said. benefitted from being in Cambridge, the city has also Chapter138, as amendedthat Science Partners

Western art and literature, have Patrick's Day, and once again the Today, Rounder Records distributes some 350 gained from Rounder's influence in promoting "tradi- Incorporatedd/b/a Miracle of ScienceBar& Grill,

assumedroles as silent Cambridge and Somerville Alcohol labels, including its own titles: Rounder, Varrick, tional roots music and its contemporary offshoots" Chris A. Lutes, Jr., manager has applied for a

. . . . . . ' licenseto sell all alcoholicbeveragesat 321-323
models/muses for art by men.

Program for Alcohol Rehabihtation, Hearbeat, and most recently, Bull's Eye Blues. Roun- "It goes both ways," Irwinsaid. "Maybe if there MassachusettsAvenue.

· Behrens, 34, is a Canadian citizen better known as CASPAR, is offer- dup, the mail-order company, has made rare recor- wasn't such an active folk scene,we wouldn't have This applicantpledgesits licenseto the landlord

mivho has lived in the Boston area
ing a way to celebrate the holiday dings available to the listeners who can't find the beenso successful. But if we weren't here, maybe the and ueditors.

' since 1981. She has exhibited her without alcohol. albums retail. scene would be different." This,applicanthas also apl?|jed for 1 audio tape

. , . . .
machinewhich mayplaymusicbelowconversation

work throughout Boston,and will be It's the secondannual St. The different titles are meant to reflect the music hn any event, this relationship has helped produce level.
" included in the Artists Foundation Patrick's Day SoberDance from 8 genres the company owners like to promote, and to one of the principal independent distributors of tradi- The premisesare describedas follows: kitchen,

7 exhibition "Intimate Perspectives: pm to Midnight Sunday, March 17, listen to. For instance, Heartbeat is a reggae label tional musics in the world. bar and dining room on first floor; storage,office

assac use omen is ,
at the Holiday Inn in Somerville. and Bull's Eye Blues, as the name implies, was "What's happenedover the last 20 years is that

and preparationin the basement.
M h tts W Art' ts " -- --- - . _ ' . Theofficersand directorsof SciencePartnersIn-

'

Gallery 57 at 57 Inman St. is open Hits from the '50S and '60s will be created as Rounder's own blues label. we've realized that there are many people who have . corporatedare: ChrisA. Lutes, jr., Presidentand

' Monday through Friday from 9 am played by DJ Claire Francis on a Over the years, Rounder's placein the music world the same interests as we do," Levy said. "Alter- Director;MatthewW. Curtis,Treasurer,Clerk and

:

to 5 pm.
disco-quality soundsystem, and has beenclearly established. In 1986, the company native life-styles. Similar eccentricities." Director.

· · · · ' " · · · The hearingon this applicationwill be held ondoor prizes will be awarded. A $10 was selectedby the Smithsonian Institute to preserve The "symbiotic relationship" between Cambridge
Tuesdayevening,March 19, 1991, at six o'clock,

donation per person will benefit the the 2,178 recordings under MosesAsh's Folkways and Rounder should continue as traditiQnal music in the Michaelj. LombardiMunicipalBuilding,2ndArtful look at the caspar Intervention Center, which label.
.

grows in popularity, according to Irwin. "The city floor, 831 MassachusettsAvenue,Cambridge.

budget gives acute care to people ill from "Since we were a company which grew up listening has an intelligent, adventurous audience that has james ThaddeusMcOavitt

oca p o ograp er o r
alcohol and drug abuse. More infor- to Folkways, the relationship was a natural thing and beensupportive of not only our records, but the AnthonyG. Paolilb

,

H:yes !i£displayhh,,=nta,y ""tion is available by calling Kathy real positive," Irwin said. The importance of the music also," he said. "It makes it a much more open Lice=: i?sj::

i photographs of children beginning Wilkins at 628-6300. Folkways collection, ranging from folk to simple environment to find the music we want to deal with." (C)Mar.7

. ,
street soundsto traditional music from Iran and As a result, the bums, beatniks and hippies -- of! March 12 at Cambridge City Hall. Ira indicates the res t the com n has earned the 1960S and toda — have beenable to rel on

, The exhibit will focus on the impact GETTHE WORD OUT! q7 pee pa y y y
· . . . .

Tell 165,000 people in 18 towns and cHes about in the music community. Rounder's success to find original music. opening '

'. of the state's financial situation on yourpmductor service by placing a Dole Classified

\1< O " ""': children and families. ad. Call 628-1800 bY 4PM Tuesday.
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Horne Heating Oilat
i
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Diiscount Prices i
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:

0 24'-Mu'r burner service
K

: " au|'(::)matic:de|iivery availabie

' GRIFFIN FUEL

3b
646-6055 iThe pQwrfect CD hIEW,ENGLAND

Transmiss on Company, Inc.
372 Rindge Ave., Cambridge, MA 02140
Specialists in Rebuilding 354-4561for peoplewho can't i:i£;::ns :

+AllMakes andMode/s

Conationall)/GUa anteed

MASSACHUSETTS HOMEOWNERSwad to make money. ,RO,,,,UP TO

$100,000
,>'" OF YOUR HOME'S

EQUITY
,_ ,

NC)TAN INSURANCE.NO PREMIUMS.
-' ' RIGHTS MAY VARY BY LAW.

E

".
: TO FIND OUT CALL TOLL FREE

'
t " " " 1-800-545-2105
i

' ,

I
·

,i

I

t

f

: Window Fashions by
' Nowyou don't have to invest So, if you're lookingfor a great rate The Window World of

«

' Ina long term CDto geta high 69Sq/j "ithouta greatwait, stop by any Bank MOHAWKSHADE

ate. Our6 month CD paysyou of New Eng|and officeand we'll help _1/ AT
a rate as high as many otherbanks' you open yourown 6 month CD—the I' u?1-3 year COs. AnnualSimple Interest Rate CDthatmakes moneyin a hurry.

__ ,

The 6 Month,High Rate CD.
Comj:u.::,o,

' window coverings.
Customdraperies,
verticals,shades,

i blinds et al.

" Bank OF
*N10HAVUK*

@%8@@FT New ENGLAND
& BLIND CO.

Member FDIC. Personalaccounts only. $2,500 minimum.$100,000 maximum. Penaltyfor early withdrawal. Ratesubject tc) change. 2096 Mass Ave.,Camb.
868-6000
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' TO: Joseph E. Connarton
"L i /,.,

.
b

' City Clerk .

.r

.

From: Jeffrey Nuttting
' '

Coordinator of Public Works
147 Hampshire Street
Cambhclge RE : Sign Ordinance "

Ma$sachusett$ 02139 /U" C)
617.498.9051 '

'

\ DATE: 14 March 1991
3 ()" 7/

'¥

.
X

¶ L
d

The current figures on the above mentioned ordinance are:1

.
.

. . Area of Entire City 114,038,337.6 square feet' r

'

. Area Owned By Protesters 43,046 square feet0

,
,

Percent of City Owned by
·. '- Protesters . 04%

' (Less Than 1 Percent)
L

.

' Please let me know if you need any addi t ionalt

" " information.r
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SIGN ORDINANCE
}qq| µar 15 M|2'0G

Sq. Ft.: 114038337.6 Area of City
43046 Area Owned by Protesters

cA\qBRIoGEMA.

0.04%

Block Lot Area

42 7 2374
1A 70 17400
77 63 6304
77 74 968
20 68 3275
82 31 2974

152 47 5972
179 81 3779

43046

filename: signord(Sue III)03/14/91
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE,MASSACHUSETTS 02139

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
(617) 349-4260

JOHN E. FLYNN

CITY CLERK DEPUTYCITY CLERK

March 25, 1991

Mr. Russell B. Higley
City Solicitor
City Hall
Cambridge, MA

Dear Mr. Higley:

Enclosed you will find copies of proposed amendments to the Municipal Code of the City

of Cambridgewhich were passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on March
18, 1991 as follows:

1. Council for' Children, Youth and Families, also known as "Kids Council".

2. Licenses and Permits of Delinquent Taxpayers.

4

Enclosed also you will find a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code for the City of
Cambridge regarding Mandatory Recycling which was passed to be ordained at the City Council
meeting held on March 18, 1991.

Finally you will find a copy of a proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinances of the

City of Cambridge which failed to be ordained at the City Council meeting held on March 18,

1991.

Would you kindly review these amendments and indicate your approvalon the bottom and

return to this office.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.
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joseph E. Connarton

City Clerk

jEC/dl

Encs. First publication number 2529, 2528, Ordinance number 1117 and Unfinished Business Item
number three.

c.c. Councillor Duehay, Chairman, Committee on Ordinances

Joseph Cellucci, Inspectional Services Commissioner

Birge Albright, Law Dept.
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In the Year Onc Thcmsand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge piunicipal

Code. "
'

Be it ordained by the City Council of the CitY of Cambrid9e as lollows:

The CambYdge Municipal Code is hereby amended by striking out

the existing Chapter 2.84 and substituting in place thereof the

following new Chapter 2. 84:

Chapter 2 .84

coordinating Council for Children, Youth and Families, also

.
known as "Kids Council."

·

Sections:

2 .8"4 . 010 Established

2.84.020 Function and Purpose

2 .84 .030 Membership - Appointment - Term

2.84.040 I'jembership - Qualifications

2. 84. 050 Officers - Quorum - Rules a"nd Regulations -
committees

2.84.060 Executive Director

2. 84 .070 Powers and Duties

2. 84 . 010 Established

There shall be established in Cambridge a coordinating Council

for Children, Youth and Families (the Council) .
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2.134.020 Function and PurDose

The Council will direct a comprehensive local response to the

needs of children, their families and other caregivers, in

accordance with the guiding principles set forth in the Children,

Youth and Family Policy Plan. These principles are:

To promote services and other bctivities that
are preventive rather than reactive.

· To promote services and other activities that
are coordinated rather than fragmented, and

that result in improved accessibility.

To encourage innovative responses to needs.

To generate activities that create
opportunities for all children, their
families, and other caregivers.

To support fanilies, their choices, and their
strengths, recognizing diversity and the many

different·choices that families make about how

to bring up happy and healthy children.

To promote services and other activities that
are comDrehensive, oriented to the needs of

. children and families seen as whole people.
L"

2.84.030 MembershiD - Ar)Dointment - Term
¶

A. council Members shall be comprised of the following

offices, disciplines and interests:

The Mayor

A member of the City Council

A member of the School Cor.mittee

The City Manager .

The Superintendent of Schools

The Assistant City Manager for Human Services

The Commissioner cf Health & Hospitals
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A member of the philanthropic community

A representative from a State agency serving
children, youth and families

'

A representative of the corporate/business
' community

A representative of the university community

A represen'tative f rom the early childhood
community

"

f'ive members shall represent the community-at-
'

large and/or represent active parents groups

or other groups involved with children and .

their families. These members shall be
P

- residents of the City. a

Three members shall be identif led to serve one

year terms . These members shall represent
specif ic areas to be addressed by the

' Council's agenda or other identif led interests
relating to children (for example, a person

involved with children' s - issues nationally) .

. .

B. The Council shall have an Executfve Committee comprised

of a subset of the Council and including the Chair to enact the

· 4 q . "

business of the full council betWecn Council meetings.
e t0

C. The Council at all times shall be representative of the

soCio-economic, racial and ethnic composition of the city as 'well
P

as of different neighborhoods and shall havC members who are
D

resource people as well as individuals with children who are .

.

consumers of services.
0 D. City Council and School Committee members shall be

appointed by the City Manager with advice and recommendations from

. the Mayor. All other members shall be appointed by the city

· Manager with advice and recommendations from the city Council. The

City Manager shall consult with groups involved with children and

4

.
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shall advertise widely to obtain names of qualified candidates.

E. Elected and appointed officials shall hold terms

coterminous with their election or appointment.

F. The other members shall be appointed initially for terms

of one, two, and three years. After the initial term, all Council

!4emhers shall be appointed for a term.of three years, except for

the three, one-year term members.

g. If any appointed Council Member misses half of the

scheduled meetings of the Council during a calendar year, the

absences of the Council Member shall be reviewed by the Chair and

the Chair shall recommend appropriate action to the city Manager.

FI. Vacancies on the Council shall be filled no later than

sixty days after the vacancy occurs; and if a vacancy occurs prior

to the expiration of the member's term, an appointment shall be

made for the remainder of the term.

2.84.0A0 Membershir) - Qualifications

A. All prospective Council Members shall have belief in and

support the special interests of children and must have a

willingness to work on behalf of all the City's children to ensure

they have the opportunity to maximize their individual potential

and healthy development.

B. Every effort will be made to appoint Council Members

residing in the City of Cambridge.

2.84.050 Officers - Quorum - Rules and Reaulations - Committees

a. The council shall meet as often as necessary to conduct
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its business but no less than four times annually.

B. The Council shall be chaired by the Mayor. If the Mayor

chooses not to chair, he or she will approve another Chair from

among Council Members.

C. Eleven members shall constitute a quorum for the purpose

of conducting the business of the Council, and all decisions shall .

be by majority vote of the Council members present and voting.

D. The Council may adopt rules and regulations consistent

with this chapter and the laws of the Commonwealth to carry out the

policy and provisions of this chapter and the powers and duties of

the Council in connection therewith.

E. All records of the Council shall be public except as

provided by State law.

F. .
Council Members shall serve without compensation but

reasonable per diem and necessary expense reimburseirient shall be

paid out of the budget of the Council.

G. Council Members shall be classified as special municipal

employees for the purposes of Chapter 268A of the Massachusetts

General Laws.

H. The Council shall develop a committee structure. To

broaden participation from the community, members of these

committees will be a mix of Council Members and the community-at-

large. Parents shall be represented on all committees. The chair

or co-chair of each committee shall be a Council Member. The

Council shall advertise widely to obtain names of qualified

candidates. The committees will include:
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A Public Policy Committee to monitor and make

recommendations regarding local, state, and

federal policies impacting children, youth and

families.

A Program Committee to continually assess

social service needs and trends and to

highlight areas that need attention.

A Development Committee to assist the

Council's grant writing and fundraising
operations.

A Research and Evaluation Committee to develop

evaluation tools for the Council's identified
plans and to reasure, to the extent possible,

outcomes of the Council's work. It shall
prOduce every three years a report on the

status of children in Cambridge.

The Council shall have authority to create other such

committees or redesign existing committees to ensure the Council's

effectiveness. In some fases, advisory committees with particular

expertise that coincides with Council priorities will be fornied to

guide the council.
G"

2.84.060 Executive Director

A. There shall be an Executive Director of the council, who

shall be appointed by the City Manager with the advice and '

recommendations of the Council.

B. The Executive Director shall have demonstrated

administrative expertise, a background of direct participation in

the provision of children's services, and the ability to work

cooperatively with the diverse segments of the City.
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C. The Executive Director will be sited within a city

department from which he or she will receive administrative

support.

2.84.070 Powers and Duties

The powers and duties of the council shall include the
.

following:
A. Recommend children, youth and family policy to the city

Manager, the City Council, the School Committee and other

appropriate committees.
.

B. Review and make recommendations regarding the City's

allocation of resources affecting children, youth and families to

the City Manager and other appropriate officials.

C. Act as a catalyst in mobilizing and coordinating other

efforts within the City aimed at responding to the needs of

children, youth and families.
D: Act as a clearinghouse for efforts within the City aimed

at respondir,g to the neeas of children, youth and families.
y

E. Act as an advocate with regard to State and Federal

policies which impact on the city's children, youth and families.

F. Mobilize and coordinate resources. available to Council

Members and organizations they may represent to develop joint

projects to respond to the needs of children, youth and families.

G. Enlist the cooperation of various racial, religious and

ethnic groups, civic and community organizations, labor

organizations, fraternal and benevolent organizations, and other

y
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groups and organizations to further the intent and purposes of this

chapter.
H. Raise and direct funds to support the projects and

priorities of the Council and accept money, gifts and services for

these purposes.

I. Encourage youth input through the creation of specificF

opportunities for youth to provide their perspectives on their

lives, community and issues facing them.

t

.

Passed to a second reading as amended at the City Council meeting

held on March 18, 1991 and on or after April I, 1991 the question

comes on pasSing.to be ordained.

ATTEST:

-
Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

.-

Y
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety -
One

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge Municipal

cUe . "

Be it ordained by the City Council of the CitY of Cambridge as /o//C~S:

In accordance with g.l. c. 40, §57, as added by St. 1985, c.

640, which was accepted by the City Council on September 11, 1989,

.

Title 5 of the Code (Business Licenses and Regulations) is hereby

amended by adding the following new Chapter 5. 48 (Licenses and

F'ermits of Oelinquent Taxpayers) :

Chapter 5. 48 '

Licenses and Permits of Delinquent Taxpayers

Sections

5 .-4 8
. 010 Tax Collector to furnish list of delinquent

taxpayers

5. 48. 020 Revocation of license of delinquent taxpayer;

Notice and Hearing

5. E8. 030 Payment agreement

5. 413. 0¢0 waiver of denial, suspension or revocation

5 .
4 8 . 050 Exclusion of certain licenses and permits

5 .
4 8 . 010 Tax Collector to furnish list of delinquent taxpavers

The Assistant City 14anager for Fiscal Af fairs , as the

Cambridge official responsible for records of all nunicipal taxes,

assessments, betterments and other municipal charges (hereinafter
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referred to as the "Tax Collector"), shall annually furnish to each

city departnent, board, commission or division which issues ·

licenses or permits, including renewals andtransfers, (hereinafter

referred to as the "licensing authority") a list of all persons,

corporations, partnerships or other business enterprises which have

neglected or refused to pay any local taxes, fees, assessments,

betterments or other municipal charges for not less than a twelve-

monch period and which have not'filed in good faith a pending

applicacion for an abatement of such tax or a pending petition

before the appellate tax board. (Such persons, corporations,

partnerships'or other business enterprises shall hereinafter be

referred to 2s "parties").

5.48.020 Revocation of license of delinquent taxpaver; Notice

and hearing

The licensing authority iriay deny, revoke or suspend any

license or permit, including rene\ms and transfers, of any party

whose name appears on said list furnished to the licensing'

r

authority from the tax collector; provided, however, that written

notice is given to the party and·the tax collector, as required by

ap;jiicab1e provisions cjf laiu, and the party is given a hearinC, to

be held not earlier than fourteen days after said notice. Said

list shall be prina facie evidence for denial, revocation or

suspension of said license or permit to any party. The tax"

collector shall have the right to intervene in any hearing

conducted with respect to such license denial, revocation or

suspension. Any fiMings made by the licensing authority with

respect to such license denial, revocation or suspension shall be
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respect to such license denial, revocation or suspension shall be

ruade only for the purpcses of such proceeding and shall not be

relevant to or introduced in any other proceeding at law, except

for any appeal from such license denial, revocation or suspension.

Any license or permit denied, suspenUd or revoked under this
.

section shall not be reissued or renewed until the license

authority" receives a certificate issued by the tax collector that
"

the party is in good standing with respect to any and all local

taYes, fees, assessments, betterments or other municipal charges,
P

,
payable to the city as of the"date of issuance of said certificate.

" a ,

P

5.48. 030 Pavment agreement

Any party shall be given an opportunity to enter into 2

delinquent tax payment agreement with the Tax Collector, thereby

allowing the licensing authority to issue a license. The validity

of said license shall be cond"it·ioned upon satisfactory
co:

upliance
i.

'with said agreement. Failure to comply with said agreement shall

be grounds for the suspension .or revocation of said license or

permit; provided, however, that the holder be given notice and a

hearing as
re:

µired by law.
.

P

5. 413. 0¢0 waiver of denial, sustension or revocation :

The City Council nay waive s'2ch denial, suspension or

revocation if it f inds .that the property owner, its of f icers or

stockholders , if any, or members of his immediate family, as
F

¶

ciefined in G.L. c. 268A, §i(e) , has no direct or indirect business

P

·

^
- P

0

0

·

I
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interest in the business or activity conducted in or on' said

property.

5.48.050 Exclusion of certain licenses and permits

This Chapter shall not apply to the following licenses and

permits: open burning, G.L. c. 48, Si3; bicycle permits, G.L. c.

85, 111a; sales of articles for charitable purposes, G.L. c. 101,

S33; children work permits, G.L. c. 149, §69; clubs, associations

dispensing food or beverage licenses, G.L. c. 140, S21E; fishing,

hunting, trapping license, G.L. c. 131, §12; marriage licenses,

G.L. c. 207, §28; and theatrical.events,.public exhibition permits,

G.L. c. 140, §181 and §183A.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on

March 18, 1991 and on or after April I, 1991 the question comes

on passing to be ordained.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Conriarton, City Clerk.

.-
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE
.

In amendment to an ordinance designated as the "Cambridge

Municipal Code."

WHEREAS The City of Cambridge now disposes of its solid
waste by landfilling at sites that have a short
remaining useful life;

WHEREAS The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has scheduled

landfill disposal bans of various materials, i.e.,
leaf waste by the end of 1991; yard waste,

recyclable aluminum, metals and glass by the end of
1992; and all grades of recyclable paper and single
polymer plastics by the end of 1994;"

WHEREAS The potential solution to the impending solid waste

disposal problem is through reduction of the amount

of solid waste by reducing the amount of solid
waste generated and by recycling recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible;

WHEREAS Public su?port for recycling has been demonstrated
through the City's volunteer driven monthly drop-

off program, collecting newspaper, aluminum, glass
and plastic, which diverted from the municipally
collected waste stream approximately 210 tons in
1989 and approximately 925 tons in 1990.

THEREFORE be it declared by the City Council of Cambridge that the

following policies are hereby adopted by the City of Cambridge with

respect to management of the solid waste disposal problem, for the

promotion of the health and welfare of its citizens and for the

protection of the environment:

1. The City of Cambridge hereby declares its goal of
encouraging all residents, municipal offices, commercial

businesses, and nonprofit institutions to reduce the amount of

solid waste they produce by reducing the amount of solid waste

generated and by recycling recyclable materials to the fullest
extent possible.
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2. The city of Cambridge further declares its goal of
. reducing the municipally collected solid waste stream by diversion

of a substantial portion from landfilling by source reduction and

by productive use through recycling recyclable materials to the
fullest extent possible.

3. The City of Cambridge dCclares that its recycling
. diversion target is 15% of the total municipally collected solid

waste stream within two years from the initiation of a curbside
collection program, and 25% of the municipally collected solid
waste stream within five years.

4. The City of Cambridge further declares that implementation
of these policies shall proceed, within the bounds of sound fiscal
management and in contemplation of advances in solid waste
management technology, in an orderly fashion and with all due
speed.

THEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOREGOING, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE AS FOLLOWS:

Chapter 8.24 of the Code (Rubbish, Garbage and Litter) is
hereby amended by striking out section 8.24.070 and substituting
therefor the following new section 8.24.070 (Mandatory recycling):

8.24.070 MandatorV Recyclinq

A. Purpose and Oeclaration of policy

B. Establishment of program

C. Definitions
D. Mandatory separation'of recyclable materials

E. Collection of recyclable materials

F. Recycling plans

G. Recyclable materials

H. Recycling advisory committee

I. Rules and regulations

j. Enforcement and penalties

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

L. Severability
M. Effective date of this section
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A. purpose and declaration of policy

This section has been created because of the great interest of

the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing "
"

the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
.

be the policy of the City of Cambridge 'to reduce the amount of

solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable

materials to the fullest extent possible.
e

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the iruindatory

. separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
0

.

apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under
P

the supervision of the Commissioner of the Cambridge Department of
.

Public Works (DPW).

C. Definitions
The following definitions shall apply in this section:

0

1. Aluminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum

containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of
0

food.
'

2. Cans - All containers composed in whole of iron or steel

(so-called tin cans) used as containers for the packaging or
m

storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
'

contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized

aerosol cans.

3. Commercial establishment - Any non-residential building,
,

including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,

industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,

%

«
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automobile service, hotels andmotels, restaurants, or shipping and

receiving areas.

4. Corruqated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been

made to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is

placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strenghth, and

which is commonly used to form cartons.

5. Glass - Bottles and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,

arjd limestone, being transparent or translucent, and used for

packaging or bottling of various materials. This does not include

plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Leaves - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.

7. Multi-family dwelling - Any place of residence with ten

or more dwelling units, including apartments, cooperatives,

condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or boarding houses.

8. Newspapers - Newsprint-grade paper, the common,

inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pulp,

which is printed and distributed, and'includes all newspaper

advertisements, comics and enclosures. This does not include

newspapers soiled by food, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil
solvents, or other solid wastes that are not recyclable.

9. Nonprofit organization - An established organization or

foundation dedicated to public service or culture, including, but

not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.

10. Occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any

residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonprofit
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organization in cambridge.

11. Paper Leaf Baq - A paper leaf bag shall be a Sanitary

Kraft Paper Sack or equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)

ply fifty (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and

reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

12. Plast'cs - Clear and colored bottles and jugs made from

high density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephythalate

(PET) plastics, excluding caps and lids.

14. Recyclable materials - Ariy type of refuse designated by

the Cambridge Commissioner of Public Works through rules and

regulations issued under this section to be separated for

recycling.
15. Refuse - All solid waste generated by occupiers of land

in Cambridge.

16. ResidentiCil dwellinq - Any residential building,

including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings

containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, rooming

,

houses or boarding houses.

17. Sorted office paper - Printed or unprinted sheets,

shavings and cuttings of colored or white sulphite or sulphate

ledger, bond, writing and other papers which have a similar fiber

and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded

and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

18. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clippings,

garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet in

length and one half inch in diameter.
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19. White goods - Major kitchen and laundry appliances

including, but not limitCd to stoves, washers, refrigerators and

dryers. Nothing in,this definition shall waive compliance with the .

)

rules and regulations 'for the generation, transportation, storage
e

' and disposal of hazardous waste. ·

D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in Cambridge

to separate all designated recyclable materials from,other refuse -

.

in accordance with the provisions of this section. ·

.

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows: .

1. Buildinqs which receive City solid waste collection
services

On and after the effective date of this section, it shall be
.

mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which

receives City solid waste collection services to separate from

other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
0

Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under thjs section,
P

provided, however, that this requirement shall be delayed with
0

0

. ,

regard to owners, lessees or tenants of multi-family dwellings.
..

.

.

Owjners of multi-family dwellings shall submit a recycling plan to
. P,

the Commissioner or his or her designee in accordance with a

.
.

subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned

buildings, including schools.
.

2. Buildinqs whjch do not receive citY solid waste

collection services

It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a

building which does not receive City solid waste collection to
.

i

i

.

t t
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separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in

accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the

Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance with subsection

F.

E. Collection of recyclable materials

,
1. Btiildinqs which receive City solid waste collection

services

a) In buildings which receive City solid waste collection

services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in

recycling receptacles provided by the City.

During the leaf and yard waste collection season, residents

shall place their leaves and yard waste in Paper Leaf Bags (as

defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be provided by

the resident.
b) The city shall retain ownership of all its recycling

receptacles and the owner, lessee or tenant cf the building shall

take proper care to protect such receptacle from loss or damage.

If the receptacle is lost, it shall be the responsibility of the

owner or owners of the building to obtain a suitable replacement

within 75 days.

C) The preparation and placement of recyclables shall be

accomplished in accordance with rules and regulations to be issued

by the Commissioner under this section.
.

d) All recycling containers and receptacles shall be placed

for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to

obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place

V
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and on days specified by the Commissioner in rules and regulations

to be issued under this section.

e) Recyclables shall not be placed in plastic garbage bags
.

.

for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be

placed in the same refuse containers as" other solid waste or mixed

with other forms of solid waste for collection, removal or

disposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refuse

does not take place, the City may decide,not to collect said other -

*
a

refuse. '

f) Upon placement of recyclables for the city or its .

contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such

recyclables shall become the property of the City. It shall be a

violation of this section if any person, other than" authorized
.

agents of the City acting in the course of their employment or

· contract, collects or causes to be collected any recyclables so
.

placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof from ·

.

one or more locations shall constitute a separate and distinct
a

offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any

violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the City
. P

for the value of recyclables illegally removed.

2. Buildinqs which do not receive City solid waste
collection services

In buildings which do not receiUe'City solid waste collection

services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and
d

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in

recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners of such
N

· building. The Owr'.er or owners of such buildinc's shall be
C
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responsible for the costs of recyclables separation and collection.
0

Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall ·

0

accrue to the owner or owners of such buildings. °

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
.

plans 'to the Commissioner in accordance with subsection F. The

commissioner shall have the authorityto require documentation from

the City's recyclables collection contractors and from any owner,

lessee or tenant of" a building which does not receive City solid "

' waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to

a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled or
.

composted rather than landfilled or incinerated.
.

F. Recyclinq plans

1. All property owners required to submit recyclingplans to

the Commissioner shall do so within six months of the effective
.

0

date of this section. The owner or owners may request in writing

from the Commissioner an extension of up to six months, which shall

be granted. No further extensions shall be granted. Sep.eration
0

.

and collection of recyclables in sUch building shall begin within
' 120 days of plan approval by the Commissioner.

2. Contents of plan

Each recycling plan will cover the following items:

a) Which recyclables will be put out for collection

b) Frequency of collection
. 0

- C) Methods to be used for collection, including types of
containers

.

d) Any other items which may be specified in rules and
'

regulations promulgated by the CommisSioner under this
,

section. '
.

J

.

.
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plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in rules

and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under this

section.

G. Recyclable materials

The recyclable materials to be separated shall be designated

by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under

this section.

H. RecVclinq advisory committee

There is hereby established a Recycling Advisory Cominittee.

The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and

recommendations to the Commissioner regarding the recycling

program.

The committee shall be appointed by the city Manager, and

shall consist of at least 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in

recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Cambridge. At

least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the City's

monthly recycling drop-off program, one member shall represent the

privat.? real estate industry (apartment mahagement), and one member

shall be a designee of the Cambridge Housing Authority. one member

shall represent the business community, and one member shall

represent non-profit institutions. The.term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, or his or her designee, shall be an ex-

officio member of the Committee.

' I. Rules and requlations
The Commissioner, with the approval of the city Manager, may

promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this
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section.

j. Enforcement and penalties

Whoever violates any provision of this section, including any

rule or regulation promulgated under subsection G., may be

penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,

S. 21D. For purposes of this section, the following officials

shall be enforcing persons: designated staff of the Cambridge

Department of Public Works. The penalty for each violation shall

be $25.00.

A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the

violator receives a written warning regarding the violation

indicating the method of correction.

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

All ordinances, resolutions, regulations or other documents

inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby

repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

L. Severability

This section and the various parts, sentences and clauses

thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence

or clause is adjudged to be invalid, the remainder of this sCction

shall not be affected thereby.

M. Effective date of this section

This §8.24.070 shall take effect when notice of the effective

date is published by the commissioner in a newspaper of general

circulation in Cambridge.

. In City Council March 18, 1991.

Passed to be ordained by a yea and nay
vote:

-
Yeas 8;'Nays 0; Absent I.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

Robert Id. Healy, City Manager.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE

Be it ordainedby the City Counci/o/ the City of Cambridge as /O//dwS:

That the Zoning Ordinances cf the city of Cambridge be amended as follows:

By amending the text of Article 7.000 - Signs and Illuminations by re-

placing the current regulations relative to signs with a new sign-

ordinances.

The purpose of I)\C am.mdment is to limit the size of individual siCns

and tighren che circumstances under vhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The folloving is a list of the proposed motlificaCions: reduce

the tocal signage allcmed on a lot, further reduce the size of freestanding

end projecting qigns, cap the size of vail signs, limic the circumstances

under yhich internally illuminated signs can be employed, prohibic such

illumi'nation for freestanding and projecting signs, make the regulations

uniform for all nonresidential districts, require the removal of some of the

more visuUly offensive nonconforming signs7 modify the currrent
mechanism

for reviev of the design of proposed signs and limiC che height of all

signs.

:

..
In City Council March 18, 1991.

Failed of ordination by a yea and nay
vote:

-:Yeas 4; Nays 2; Absent I

Present 2.
ATTEST:

"
JoseRh E. Connarton, City Clerk

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of eneral Laws, Chapter 43, SCction

23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter,

the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed in length eight

Octavo pages of ordinary book print may be examined at the

Office of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

curing office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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March 7, 1991

To the Honorable, The City Council

subject: Planning Board Recommendation on a city Council
Petition to Revise the sign ordinance, Article 7.000

Recommendation
.

The Planning Board recommends adoption of the Petition with a
number of modest changes which, for the most part, grant somewhat
greater latitude for accessory, on-premise signs. The following
are the Board's recommended changes. A revised text reflecting
these changes is attached; modifications are underlined.

* In 8ection 7.16.11 - Exempt signs, subsection B

The Planning Board recommends that the area
of upper story windows (2nd Floor and above)
which may contain certain carefully
proscribed types of signs be reduced from 301
to 20%, a figure which assures that the
window and not the exempt sign is the
dominant feature.

* In section 7.16.12 - Temporary Ugns

An increase in the permitted area of builder, leasing,
and other temporary signs erected on a site during
construction on a lot is increased from 30 to a maximum
of 100 square feet in area in non-residential
districts. The change permits a morC realistic
inventory of temporary signs, reflective of current
practice on construction sites. '

* In section 7.16.22 - Permitted Signs in Non-Residential
Districts
The amount of accessory signage permitted on a lot is
increased by (50*) fifty percent from (I) one to one
and one-half (1.5) square feet for each foot of sign
frontage on the lot. The increased area permitted is
required to be located behind the glass of any windows
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on the building. The total area is still reduced (25t)
twenty-five percent from that which is permitted under
the current ordinance (two square feet). The Board
considers the proposed (I) one square foot figure to be
too restrictive.

* In Section 7.16.22 - projecting signs

The Planning Board recommends an increase in the area
permitted for projecting signs from (IQ) ten to (13)
thirteen square feet as a size that is acceptable in
the vast majority of circumstances in the city. The
area is still considerably less than the (20) twenty
square feet currently permitted.

* In Section 7.16.22 - wall Signs, Paragraph c "
·

Changes are made which grant some additional latitude
in the kinds of illuminated signs which are permitted,
while still prohibiting the most inappropriate kinds of
signs.

* In Section 7.16.22 - a New Paragraph c - special Use
signs

Special provisions are made here for theater and hotel
signs which are recognized special cases that may
reasonably be granted additional flexibility. '

* In section 7.15 - General Limitations for All Signs

In paragraph e, the last phrase in the last sentence is
.

proposed to be deleted. The phrase "and permanently
attached", if enforced, would prohibit a number of
standard sign types including theater signs, signs
announcing the price of·gaso1ine at service stations,
bulletin boards at churches, and any number of other
standard signs. The legitimate exceptions would have
to be so great that the Board thought it reasonable to
delete the requirement.

* In 8ection 7.13.2 - Types of signs, Paragraph C - Wall
Ugn

The last sentence "such sign may not in total area
exceed (30%) thirty percent of the glass area of any
window to which it is appurtenant" is recommended to be
deleted as it is really not a definition, but rather a
regulation, which appears elsewhere in the ordinance
where applicable.
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Undinqs

1. The findings contained in the revised Article 7.000, the
Sign Ordinance, accurately reflect the city's interest in
its aesthetic environment in general and in the character
and impact of the signs that play such a major role in the
environment.

2. As indicated in the report A Review of the Sign Environment
in Cambridqe, the city has a long history of concern for the
quality of its aesthetic environment and has engaged in
innumerable actions and adopted many regulations to ensure
that that environnent is improved and enhanced at every
opportunity.

.

3. The report also effectively documents the particularly
intrusive nature of off premise signs in the city. Such
signs always dominate their environs and appear visually
inappropriate no matter what the use or development
character of the neighborhood in which they are located.

4. It is appropriate that the city should employ the authority
granted to it to require the removal of off-premise non-
conforming signs. Chapter 40A uniquely denies protection to
non-conforming off premise signs, a protection granted to
every other category of non-conforming use. The documented
negative aesthetic impacts of such signs suggests that the
latitude granted to local communities in this instance is
appropriately utilized.

5. Review of the accessory sign environment in the city's
commercial districts, also contained in the report, suggests
that modifications to the sign ordinance as it affects such
signs is advisable. The lessons learned in the four years
of administering the current'sign regulations also suggests
useful revisions which can improve the quality of signs
constructed in the city while making the ¥equirements
clearer and more uniform.

6. The major revisions to the ordinance are well considered and
reasonable in the context of the city's built environment
and the long expressed policies on the part of the city to
protect and enhance that environment.

* Through the elimination of the discretionary design
review process, which had the potential to be arbitrary
and ambiguous, a system of rules has been established
which make it clear up front which signs are permitted
and which are prohibited.

.
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* The total amount of signage permitted on a lot has been
reduced modestly (by 25%) and rules are established for
the distribution of that signage on the face of the
building and on the lot. The rules ensure that signage
is not allowed to accumulate to excess on any one
portion of the building and that all owners of
businesses have a guaranteed allocation of signage.

* A maximum height of twenty feet above the ground is
established for all signs in the city with two limited
exceptions. This limitation is imposed presently in
all office and industrial districts and is
appropriately applied to all commercial districts in
the city. The prominent, aggressive, and very
intrusive nature of signs placed high on the walls"of ·

'tall buildings is both inappropriate in a city which
struggles to maintain its pedestrian orientation and
unnecessary in a city of well marked streets and
property addresses. '

The two limited exceptions, which are the only two the
Board considers appropriate, are for hotels and motels
and for theaters. Hotels and motels in particular
serve a clientele which is typically unfamiliar with
the building location and with the community as a
whole. The visibility from a greater distance that
additional height might provide is reasonable in this
circumstance. In addition hotels and motels are always
going to be limited in number and distribution unlike
retail and office uses, as an example, which have a
much wider distribution.
Theater announcement boards are permitted to exceed the
twenty foot height restriction to permit some
reasonable flexibility in locating such a sign on a
building wall. The requirement that the measure be
readable will naturally limit the height at which the
sign can be feasibly located. "

* The detailed rules with regard to illuminated signs
ensure a wide range of options for business owners
while prohibiting the most visually disruptive kinds of
illuminated signs.

public Hearinq

A public hearing on the recommended revised sign ordinance was
held on Tuesday, january 8, 1990. Mr. Lester Barber of the
Community Development Department outlined the new provisions of
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the proposed ordinance as they affect both accessory and off
premise signs. Mr. Barber briefly traced the recent events,
initiated by the notice from the Outdoor Advertising Board to the
city of its renewal of billboard permits, which lead to the
development of the present ordinance revision under
consideration. Much of the city's history of concern for its
environment generally and the impact of signs on that environment
was summarized and reference made to the report entitled A Review
of the sign Environment in Cambridge in which that history is
extensively surveyed. In addition the report reviewed the
existing status of signs, accessory and off premise, in the
city's commercial districts.
A slide presentation was used to illustrate the kinds of signs
prohibited or permitted under the proposed ordinance; the "

'

particularly intrusive character of billboards was noted. The
special provisions of the ordinance affecting billboards, and the
legislative basis by which they may be treated differently from
accessory signs in the zoning ordinance, was highlighted.
No one spoke in opposition to the proposed ordinance. A number
of people spoke in favor of the proposal. All recommended a
favorable report by the Planning Board to the Council and
indicated that the requirement that the billboards in the city be
removed was strongly supported. with regard to the proposed
regulations affecting accessory signs support ranged from strong
to with reservation, with concern on the part of some expressed
that creativity might be unduly restricted. Suggestions were
made that consideration might be given to special regulations for
signs serving theaters where the traditional functions of their
signs would be curtailed by one or more of the proposed
ordinance's provisions.
R ctfully s bmitted for the
lann'ng Bo d,
0

P"au1 Dietric , Chairman /e'
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SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE —
1. Planning and Policy Context

2. Findings and Purpose
W

3. Reorganization of the Ordinance

4. Design Review Process

5. Quantity of Signage

6. Individual Sign Size Limits

7. Design and Illumination Restrictions

8. Nonconforming Signs

[ Where the Planning Board has recommended changes in
some provisions that fact is noted in bold type with-
in brackets ]
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L. PLANNING AND POLICY CONTEXT

A. The Cambridge concern for its environment is set in context.

b. The city's general planning policy objectives are highlighted.

C. past efforts to implement those policies are described.

D. The planning documents which define the city's design and
aesthetic concerns are identified. ¶b

E. The history of sign regulation in the city is reviewed.

F. A review of the aesthetic impact of signs, and billboards
as a particularcase, is examined generally and within the
context of the city's commercial districts.

.

2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES

See Ordinance, Section 7.11

3. REORGANIZATION OF THE ORDINANCE

A. New and more comprehensive definitions are provided.

B. The findings and purposes of the Ordinance are macie" explicit.
·C. The limitations on the use of signs for noncommercial

messages is outlined.

D: Regulation' of signs in' all res'iciential districts is made

uniform.

E. Regulation of signs in all nonresidential districts is also
made unifarut.

F. Signs are regulated unifcmnly throughout the city, including
the mxd district in Kendall Square and the Overlay District
in Alewife.

0

b

i
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4. DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS

A. The mandatory design review process through the CDD is
eliminated.

B. Specific limitations on the size, location, quantity and

illumination of signs are established.
t

C. The ambiguity with regard to acceptable sign standards is
eliminated and straightforwaixi requirments for size, location,
etc. are established for property owners, sign makers, and

tenants.
4

D. A certification process is established through the COD for
signs greater than 25 square feet in area.

.

5. QUANTITY OF SIGNAGE

A. Building frontage rather than lot frontage becomes the
measure of the total signage permitted on a lot.

B. The frontage multip1ier"is reduced from two (2) to one (I)
square foot per linear foot.
[ The Planning Board recommends a revised multiplier of 1.5]

6. INDIVIDUAL SIGN·SIZE LIMITS

A. For the first time wall signs are limited in size, which isestablished at sixty (60) square feet in area.
B. projecting signs are reduced..in size permitted, froin twenty (20)"

to ten (ID) square feet in area.
C. Fre'estaMing signs are also reduced in size permitted, from

forty (40) to thirty (30) square feet in area.
D. All signs in all districts are limited to a maximum height

above the ground of twenty (20) feet; other more restrictivelimits apply in some circumstances.

E. All roof signs are prohibited.
[ The Planning Board recommends that the wall sign and free

standing'sign for a theater be increased to 100 square feet
in total and that for hOtels two signs not exceeding 100
square feet each be allowed; both kinds of signs could exceed
20 feet in height above the ground]
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7. DESIGNANDILLUMINATION RESTRICTIONS

A. projectina and freestanding signs may not be internally
illuminated.

B. wall signs may be internally illuminated only under the
f.ollowing circumstances:

(I) the vertical dimension of the sign is no greater than
30", and

4

(2) the sign is behind the window glass, is in a box extending
no more than 2" from the face of the building, and/or
consists of individual letters directly attached to the
building face.

[ Some additional flexibility is recommended by the Planning
Board for internally illuminated signs ]

8. NONCONFORMING SIGNS

A. Chapter 40A (the Zoning ACt) grants nonconforming status to
all on premise signs.

B. Chapter 40A does not grant nonconforming status to signs
and billboards regulated by Chapter 93.

.

C. The proposed Ordinance requires the removal of all signs
not granted nonc.onfQrming protection within fQur years of
adoption of the ordinance.

k
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MAXIMUM ALLOCATION OF PERMITTED SIGNAGE .

ON A SINGLE BUILDING FACE

Maximum Sign Frontage Maximum Sign Frontage
Store 1 Store 2

Figure 3 Maximum Sign Frontage - Building Facade
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Second Street Sign Frontage

ALLOCATION OF SIGNAGE BY
BUILDING FRONTAGE

Maximum signage on First Street and Second Street building facades limited by their
. ,c_

,
respective sign frontages. .

Figure 2 Other facades of the building may share in the signage generated by the First Street
,

and/or Second Street facades.
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CALCULATION OF SIGN FRONTAGE '
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Existing Ordinance
b

Figure 1
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REVISED ORDINANCEAS RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING BOARD 3/5/91

'
7.10 SIGN ORDINANCE

7.11 FINDINGS AND PURPOSES

7.11.1 FINDINGS
7.11.2 PURPOSES

7.12 APPLICABILITY

7.13 NON COMMERCIAL MESSAGES

7.14 DEFINITIONS

7.14.1 SIGN
7.14.2 TYPES OF SIGNS
7.14.3 ILLUMINATION
7.14.4 PREMISES ' '
7.14.5 SIGN FRONTAGE
7.14.6 FIRST FLOOR ESTABLISHMENT

7.15 CALCULATION OF AREA OF SIGNS

7.16 GENERAL LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS

7.17 PERMITTED SIGNS

7.17.1 EXEMPT, TEMPORARY AND NON COMMERCIAL SIGNS

7.17.11 EXEMPT SIGNS
7.17.12 TEMPORARY SIGNS
7.17.13 NON COMMERCIAL SIGNS

7.17.2 ALL OTHER PERMITTED SIGNS

7.17.21 SIGNS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS
7.17.22 SIGNS IN BUSINESS, OFFICE, INDUSTRIAL

DISTRICTS

7.17.3 APPLICATION OF SIGN FRONTAGE FORMULA
7.17.4 SIGNS ON LOTS WITHOUT BUILDINGS
7.17.5 SIGNS IN PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS

7.18 NON CONFORMING SIGNS

7.19 DESIGN CONSULTATION PROCEDURE

P
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Amend the text of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge by doing the
following.

A. In Article 2.000 - Dehnitions, delete the definitions for s/gns; Sijjns, area of; Sijjns,
related dMnitbns; and Signs, types ofand substitute therefor the following:

&L'. Sign shall mean and include any permanent or temporary structure,
device, letter, words, model, banner, pennant, insignia, trade flag, or
representation used as, or which is in the nature of, an advertisement,
announcement, or direction and which is designed to be seen from the outside
of a building.

Sign frontage. The length of a building, or the length of a separate and distinct
ground floor establishment, abutting a street. The length of the building or
ground Hoor establishment shall be that as defined in Section 5.24.4 of this
Ordinance.

:

Signs, i//umihatbn OL

1. Natural - natural or ambient light.

2. External - artihcial illumination from a light source which provides light
directly onto the sign face, or portions of the sign face, or its background,
which light is then reflected back to the viewer.

3. Internal - artihcial illumination from a light source located behind the sign
face and which transmits light through the sign face or portions of the sign
face to the viewer. Exposed neon tubing and similar lighting shall be
considered internal illumination.

4. Indirect - placement of the artificial light device such that the source of light
cannot be seen from a public way.

Signs, tYpcs of.

1. Free Standing Sign -A sign that is attached to or part of a completely SCH-

supporting structure and which is not attached to any building or other
structure.

2. Projecting Sign - Any sign, other that a wall sign or free standing sign, that
is attached to and projects from a building face. A projecting sign shall
include marquee, canopy, and awning-mountedsigns.

3. Wall Sign - Any sign affixed in such a way that its exposed face and all

sign area is parallel or approximately parallel to the plane of the building to

1

t
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which it attached. A wall sign shall be considered a projecting sign Kthe
sign face projects more than twelve (12) inches from the face of the
building. Wall signs shall include signs located on or behind the surface
of windows; such a sign may not in total area exceed thirty (30) percent of
the glass area of any window to which it is appurtenant.

Signs, related de/i'nitions.

1. Ground floor establishment - A separate and distinct use, business,
enterprise, or institution having a separate public entrance to the outside
of a building, which entrance is at grade or within six feet of grade as
measured at the street line.

2. Premises - That part of a lot, building or structure occupied by a business,
enterprise, institution, or other person and which is distinct and separate
from the place occupied by any other business, enterprise, institution or
other person.

.,

B. In Article 11.000, Section 11.60, delete the existing Subsections 11.66 - 11.66.7 in
their entirety and renumbersubsequent Subsections as appropriate.

C. In Article 14.000, delete the existing Section 14.60 - Signs in its entirety and
substitute therefor a new Section 14.60 to read as follows:

14.60- Signs

Signs in the MXD District shall be regulated as required in Article 7.000. For
purposes of Section 7.10 the MXD District shall be considered a business, office
and industrial district.

D. Delete Article 7.000 in its entirety and substitute therefor the following:

7.000 SIGNS AND ILLUMINATION

7.10 SIGNS
7.20 ILLUMINATION
7:30 SEVERABILITY

7.10 SIGNS

7.11 FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

7.11.1 Findings

This Article is based upon the following findings:

2
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A. The City of Cambridge has been and is now taking appropriate action,
through exercise of its zoning and other municipal authority, to improve
the aesthetics and physical appearance of the City by means including the
regulation of signs.

B. The regulation of signs is necessary in order to preserve and enhance the
substantial governmental interests of the City of Cambridge in its natural,
scenic, historic, cultural, and aesthetic qualities.

C. There is a substantial governmental interest in enhancing the physical
appearance of all parts of the City of Cambridge, including residential,
commercial, and industrial areas.

D. Regulating signs will improve the City's appearance; make the City's
commercial, residential, and industrial areas more attractive for
commercial and residential uses and commercial development; and '

enhance the economic climate of the City.

E. The regulations set forth in this Article will directly advance the public
interest in aesthetics and other qualities of life by preserving and
enhancing the appearance of residential, commercial and industrial
buildings and areas; preserving and enhancing the appearanceof public
streets, parks and other public properties; and minimizing the
intrusiveness of sign structures.

F. Non conforming off-premise signs, which traditionally have been used
primarily to advertise commercial goods and services not available on the
same premises, have a significantly greater adverse aesthetic impact than

on premises signs because of their larger sizes, greater heights, less
attractive appearances, and/or more intrusive locations.

G. The public interest is served by use of signs by businesses and services

to identify their premises, or the ,products or services there available, or to
display non commercial messages.

H. The City finds that it is in the City's interest to require removal of certain

non conforming signs afterthe grace period provided by Section 7.18 has
expired.

I. The City in enacting this ordinancedoes hereby adopt the findings,
conclusions, and recommendationsof the Planning Board in its report
dated .

3
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7.11.2 Purposes

The purposes of this Article are to preserve and enhance the substantial interests
of the City of Cambridge in the appearance of the City; to preserve and enhance
the public interest in aesthetics; to preserve and increase amenities of the City; to
control and reduce visual clutter and blight; and to carry out the authority
conferred by General Laws Chapter 40A.

7.12 APPLICABILITY

No signs or advertising devices of any kind or nature shall be erected or maintained on
- any premises or aMxed to the inside or outside of any structure to be visible from the

outside of any structure except as specifically permitted in this Article 7.000.

7.13 DEFINITIONS

7.13.1 Sign - Sign shall mean and include any permanent or temporary structure,'
device, letter, words, model, banner, pennant, insignia, trade flag, or
representation used as, or which is in the nature of, an advertisement,
announcement, or direction and which is designed to be seen from the outside
of a building.

7.13.2 Types of Signs:

A. Free-Standing Sign - A sign that is attached to or part of a completely self-
supporting structure and which is not attached to any building or other
structure.

B. Projecting Sign - Any sign, other than a wall sign or free standing sign,
that is attached to and projects from a building face. A projecting sign
shall include marquee, canopy, and awning-mounted signs.

C. Wall Sign - Any sign afhxed in such a way that its exposed face and all sign
area is parallel or approximately parallel to the plane of the building to
which it is attached. A wall sign shall be considered a projecting sign if the
sign face projects more than twelve (12) inches from the face of the
building. Wall signs shall include signs located on or behind the surface

d windows.

7.13.3 Illumination:

A. Natural - natural or ambient light.

B. External - artMcial illumination from a light source which provides light
directly onto the sign face, or portions of the sign face, or its background,

4
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which light is then reRected back to the viewer.

C. Internal - artMcial illumination from a light source located behind the sign
face and which transmits light through the sign face or portions of the sign
face to the viewer Exposed neon tubing and similar lighting shall be
considered internal illumination.

D. Indirect - placement of the artihcial light device such that the source of light
cannot be seen from a public way.

7.13.4 Premises:

That part of a lot, building or structure occupied by a business, enterprise,
institution, or other person and which is distinct and separate from the place
occupied by any other business, enterprise, institution or other person.

7.13.5 Sign Frontage: : ,

The length of a building, or the length of a separate and distinct first floor
establishment, abutting a street. The length of the building or ground Roor
establishment shall be that as defined in Section 5.24.4 of this Ordinance.

7.13.6 Establishment, Ground Floor:

A separate and distinct use, business, enterprise, or institution having a separate
public entrance to the outside of a building, which entrance is at grade or within
six feet of grade as measured at the street line.

- 7.14 CALCULATION OF AREA AND HEIGHT OF SIGNS

A. For a free-standingsign or sign attached to a building, the area of the sign
shall be considered to include all lettering, wording, and accompanying
designs and symbols, together with the background, whether open or
enclosed, on which they are displayed, but not including any supporting
framework and bracing which are incidental to the display itself.

B. For a sign painted upon or applied to a building, the area of the sign shall
be considered to include all lettering, wording, and accompanying
designs or symbols, together with any background of a color different
from that of the building.

C. Where the sign consists of individual letters or symbols attached to or
painted on a surface, wall or window, the area of the sign shall be
considered to be that of the smallest rectangle or other geometric shape
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which encompasses all letters and symbols.

D. Only one face of a two-sided sign shall be counted in computing the area
of a sign, provided the sign faces are parallel and of equal size.

E. The height of a sign shall be the vertical distance between the top of a
sign and the mean grade of the ground adjoining that portion of the
building to which the sign is attached; or that ground within ten feet of a
free-standing sign.

7.15 GENERAL LIMITATIONS FOR ALL SIGNS PERMITTED IN THE CITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

A. Signs shall be stationary and may not contain any visible moving or
moveable parts.

B. All lighting shall be indirect, continuous, and installed in a manner that will
prevent direct light from shining onto any street or adjacent property". "

Flashing or intermittent light creating flashing, moving, changing or
animated graphics is prohibited, except that a warning sign, a device
intended to tell the time and temperature, or oMcial traffic and directional
signs may have intermittent illumination.

C. No illumination shall be permitted after 11 P.M. in any Residence A, B, C,

or C-l district.

D. No sign, portion of a sign, or structural support for such sign may extend
above the lowest point of the roof of a building, except that for one-story
buildings having a continuous parapet above the lowest point of the roof,
signs may be placed below the highest point of such parapet rather than
below the lowest point of the roof.

E. Except as may be provided elsewhere in this ordinance for temporary
signs, all signs shall be permanently mounted on a building or structure or
permanently implanted in the ground. All graphic images on a sign shall
be of durable material.

7.16 PERMITTED SIGNS

The signs and advertising devices which are permitted in the City of Cambridge are set
out below.

7.16.1 Exempt, Temporaryand Non Commercial Signs

The following signs shall be exempt from restrictions as to type, location, height,

6
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and size of signs or limitations as to the total area of signs permitted on a lot or
business, as those limits are set forth in Section 7.16.2. Except as otherwise
noted, such signs shall be naturally or externally illuminated only and shall be
subject to all other provisions of this Article 7.000.

7.16.11 Exempt Signs

A. In all districts:

1. Signs not visible from a public way. (All illumination permitted.)

2. Official traMc and directional signs. (All illumination permitted.)

3. Signs necessary for public safety and convenience not exceeding
six (6) square feet per sign face, provided such signs contain no
advertising.

.,

4. Flags of a city, state or country.

5. Memorials such as grave stones and corner stones.

6. Historical site plaques installed or approved by a public agency or
duly established historical society.

7. Window display of merchandise or signs incidental to such display.

B. In business, ofhce and industrial districts:

1. Permanent non illuminated signs behind the glass of a window
above the ground floor, provided:

(a) The total area of the sign(s) does not exceed 20% of the
area of the glass of the window;

(b) The window is part of the premises to which the sign is

accessory;

(C) The sign consists of individual letters or symbols aMxed to
the window or mounted on a clear, transparent background;

(d) The individual symbols or letters do not exceed 6' in height.

2. Permanent non illuminated signs mounted on awnings on the
ground floor of a building provided:
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(a) The total area of the sign does not exceed 2 square feet and
the height of individual symbols or letters does not exceed
6";

(b) The sign consists of individual letters or symbols aMxed to
the fabric of the awning;

(c) No other graphic material appears on the awning.

7.16.12 Temporary Signs

A. One for sale or for rent sign not exceeding six (6) square feet in residential
districts or twenty (20) square feet in non residential districts and
advertising only the premises on which the sign is located.

B. Building contractor's, promotional, leasing and other similar signs · .
maintained on a lot during construction on that lot not exceeding in total
area that area permitted by the application of the formula: one (I) square
foot for each linear foot of sign frontage on the lot (after construction), or
one hundred (100) square feet in business, office and industrial districts or
twenty (20) square feet in residential districts, whichever is smaller.
However, where a specific sign dimension is mandated by anV city, state,
or federal subsidV or support program providing assistance to the
construction on the lot, which sign is greater in area than would be
permitted in this paragraph, then the larger sign shall be permitted.

C. Temporarysigns of a non commercial nature, including political signs of
any kind, not exceeding twenty (20) square feet in area.

D. In business, office, and industrial districts, temporary signs pertaining to
special sales or events lasting no more than fifteen days, aMxed to the
inside of windows, provided that their total area does not exceed 30% of
the area of the window glass to which they are affixed.

7.16.13 Non Commercial Signs

In all districts, non commercial signs which contain only non commercial
messages, including political messages of any kind, may be displayed, provided
the sign does not exceed ten (IQ) square feet in area. This Section 7.16.13 shall
not limit the effect of Section 7.17 on the display of non commercial messages on
permitted signs.

7.16.2 All Other Permitted Signs

8
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7.16.21 Signs in Residence Districts

A. ldentMcation Sign for Residential Uses:

Total Area of Signage Permitted per Lot: as permitted below.

Maximum Permitted

Area of sign: 1 sq. ft./dwelling unit to a maximum of 10 sq.ft./dwelling

Number of signs: One (1)/dwelling

Height of sign: 4 ft. if free standing; 10 ft. if on a building

Location: On building or a minimum of 3 feet from street line if
free standing.

Illumination: Natural or external lighting only

Limitations: For the display of street number, name of occupant of the
premises, and/or identihcation of an accessory professional
oMce or other permitted accessory uses including
customary home occupation.

B. ldentihcation Sign, Bulletin Board or AnnouncementBoard fQr Permitted
Non Residential Uses Other than Permitted Hotel and Office Uses.

Maximum Permitted

Area of sign: One at 10 sq. ft., one at 20 sq. ft.

Number of signs: Two/building

Height of sign: 4 ft. if free standing

Location: On building or minimum of 1/2 the depth of required front
yard if free standing

Illumination: Natural or external lighting only

C. Signs for Lawfully Maintained Non Conforming Uses.

Total Area of Signage Permitted per Lot: One (I) sq. ft. for each linear foot
of sign frontage on the lot or 10 sq. ft. per ground Roor establishment,
whichever is less. However, individual signs shall be further limited as set
forth below.

9
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Maximum Permitted

Area of sign: 10 sq. ft.

Number of signs: One per ground floor establishment plus one per building

Height of sign: 20 ft. if attached to building, 4 ft. if free-standing

Location: On building or 1/2 depth of required front yard if free
standing

Illumination: Natural or external lighting only

D. Permitted Hotel and Office Use:

Total Area of Signage Permitted Per Lot: One (I) sq. ft. for each linear foot of
sign frontage on the lot or 200 sq. ft. per building, whichever is less. '"

:

Maximum Permitted

Area of sign: As permitted in Section 7.16.22

Number of signs: As permitted in Section 7.16.22

Height of sign: As permitted in Section 7.16.22

Illumination: Natural or external lighting only

7.16.22 All Business, Office, and Industrial Districts

Total Area of Signage Permitted per Lot: One and a half {1 '/2) sq. ft. for each
linear foot of sign frontage on the lot for sign frontage located one hundred (100)
feet or less from the street line provided, however, that the total area of all signs
on the exterior of the building, including free standing signs, shall not exceed one
(I) square foot for each linear foot of sign frontage; or two {2) sq. ft. for each
linear foot of sign frontage on the lot for sign frontage located more than one
hundred feet from ,a,l,l, street lines from which the sign frontage is visible.
However, signs shall be further limited as set forth below.

Maximum Permitted

A. Free Standing Signs:

Area of sign: 30 sq. ft.

10
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Number of signs: Two, provided the total area of all such signs shall not
exceed 30 sq ft. on any lot.

Height of sign: 15 ft.

Illumination: Natural or external lighting only

B. Projecting Signs:

Area of sign: ,1.3 sq. ft.

Number of signs: One (1)/ground floor establishment, plus one (I) for any
public building entrance not serving a ground floor
establishment

Height of sign: 20 ft., provided it is below the sill line of the second floor
windows or the lowest point of the roof, whichever is less ,

Illumination: Natural or external lighting only

C. Wall Signs:

Maximum Permitted

Area of sign: No individual sign may exceed sixty (60) sq. ft. in area.
However, for any building or ground floor establishment
having a sign frontage less than sixty (60) ft., the maximum
area of any individual sign shall be the product of the
formula: sign frontage x one (I) sq. ft.

Number of signs: Not Limited

Height of sign: 20 ft., provided it is below the sill line of the second ¶oor
windows or the lowest point of the roof, whichever is less

Illumination: 1. Natural.or external lighting;

2. Exposed neon or gas ultra-violet tube type lighting
behind the glass of windows, not exceeding five (5)

sq. ft. in area;

3. Other internal illumination including any other
exposed neon type lighting not included in (2) above
underthe following conditions:
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a. Eit,h,e,r the vertical or horizontal
dimension of the sign does not exceed
thirty (30) inches; and

b. The sign:

(I) is located behind the glass of a
window, or

(2) is mounted such that the sign
face does not extend more than
two (2) inches beyond the plane
of that portion of the building
facade to which the sign is
attached, or if extending more
than two (2) inches beyond the
plane of the building, on|V that
portion of the sign face consisting ,

of letters and numerals is
illuminated, or

(3) consists of independent,
individual letters or graphic
symbols mounted directly to the
surface of the building facade to
which the sign is attached or is
mounted on an unilluminated
reaceway or channel which is
then directly attached to the
building facade.

EL Special Use Signs:

L Wall and Free Standing Signs Accessoryto Theaters
and Cinemas

A wall or free standing sign accessory to a theater or
cinema which announces the current program at the
theater or cinema shall not be subject to the
limitations of paragraph A or C above or of Section
7.16.3, paragraphsA and B, provided the following
conditions are met.

(a) The maximum area does not exceed one
hundred (100) square feet for all signs not
meeting the requirements of paragraphs A and

12
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(b) If interna||V illuminated, the maximum area
shall be limited to forty (40) square feet for a
single theater, plus and additional twenty (20)

square feet for each additional theater served
by' the same sign, up to the maximum
permitted in paragraph (a) above.

(C) The maximum height of the free standing
sign shall not exceed twenty (20) feet.

(d) The total area of all signs on the lot shall
not exceed the Total Area of Siqnaqe Permitted

per lot as limited in this Section 7.16.22.

2, Wall signs for Hotels and Motels · ,

One or more wall signs accessory to a hotel or
motel not exceeding two hundred (200) square
feet in total area or one hundred (100) square
feet for any individual sign shall not be subject
to the limitations of paragraph C above or of
Section 7.16.3, paragraphs A and B, provided
the following conditions are met.

(a) If internally illuminated, the sign shall
consist of independent letters or graphic
symbols mounted directly to the surface
of the building to which the siqn(s) is
attached.

7.16.3 Application of Sign Frontage Formula

Where the total permitted area of all signs on a lot or building is determined by
the product of the formula: sign frontage x one (I), one and one half (1.5), or two
(2) sq. ft., the following rules shall apply.

A. The total area of signs accessory to a ground floor establishmentshall not
exceed that determined by the application of the sign frontage formula to
that ground floor establishment. Where two ground floor establishments

occupy the same sign frontage the total permitted area of signs shall be
shared equally by the two establishments.
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B. The total area of all signs on any single building wall shall not exceed that
determined by the application of the formula to the sign frontage for that
wall; provided, a wall having no sign frontage may share the sign area
permitted on any wall of the building having sign frontage.

7.16.4 Sign Area For Lots Having No Buildings

In any district where the number or area of signs permitted on a lot is determined
by the number of buildings located on said lot, one building shall be assumed to
be present for the purposes of Section 7.10 for any use not containedwithin a
building.

Where the total area of signs permitted on a lot is determined by the application
of the sign frontage formula, a maximum of 30 sq. ft. of signs shall be permitted
on any lot having no sign frontage.

..7.16.5 Signs Permitted in Planned Unit Development Districts

The sign requirements of the base zoning district shall apply, except that when
business, office or industrial uses are authorized by the Planned Unit
Development special permit the requirements of Section 7.16.22 shall apply to
those portions of the Planned Unit Development containing those uses, in lieu of
the base district requirements.

7.17 NON COMMERCIAL MESSAGES

Any sign permitted under this Article may contain, in lieu of or in addition to any
other copy, any non commercial message.

7.18 NON CONFORMING SIGNS

7.18.1 Signs Required to be Removed

The following non conforming signs shall be removed within four (4) years from
( ), or the first date that the sign became non conforming,whichever is later:

A. Signs located on rooftops.

B. Free-standing signs in excess of thirty (30) square feet in area.

C. Wall signs in excess of sixty (60) square feet in area.

D. Projecting signs in excess of ten (IQ) square feet in area.

14



(,

7 G
,

a
C

0

7.18.2 Other Signs

A. Non conforming signs not covered by Section 7.18.1 above may be
altered, provided the basic supporting structure is not akered and further
provided that any alterations made to a sign within the past three (3) years
do not exceed Rfty (50%) percent of the current replacement value of the
sign.

B. Notwithstanding the limitations of Section 7.18.2 A above, where it is
proposed to replace an existing sign where the ground Roor
establishment or the building as a whole contains a total area of legal non
conforming signs exceeding the maximum permitted under this Article
7.000, said new sign may be installed and may contain an area of six (6)

square feet or that area permitted by the application of the formula: One
(I) sq. ft. x sign frontage of the ground floor establishment, to the
establishment to which the sign is accessory, whichever is greater;
provided, the total area of signs accessory to the ground floor ,

establishment or the building is not increased and all other size limitations '

for signs are met.

7.19 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT CERTIFICATION

All proposals for signs exceeding twenty-five (25) square feet in area shall be
submitted to the Community Development Department for certihcation. The
applicant for such a sign certification shall submit all information necessary for
the Department to review the proposed sign for conformanceto the
requirements of this Article 7.000. The Department shall, within ten (IQ) business
days, provide the applicant with a certificaUon that the proposed sign conforms
to the requirements of Article 7.000 or shall notify the applicant that the
requirements have not been met. Said certification shall accompanythe
applicationfor a building permit forthe sign to the Inspectional Services
Department.

7.20 ILLUMINATION

In Residence A, B, C, and C-l districts no outdoor Hoodlighting or decorative
lighting, except lighUng primarily designed to illuminate walks, driveways, outdoor
1Ning areas, or outdoor recreational facilities, and except temporary holiday
lighUng in use for not longer than a four week period in any calendaryear, shall
be permitted. Any permanent lighting permitted by the preceding sentence shall
be continuous, indirect, and installed in a manner that will prevent direct light
from shining onto any street or adjacent property.
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7.30 SEVERABILJTY

The City by enacting this Article intends to regulate signs in order to carry out
and achieve the findings and purposes of this Article. The City also wishes to
require removal of certain non conforming signs to the maximum extent lawfully
possible and in accordancewith the effective date and removal schedule set
forth in Section 7.18.1. Therefore, should any part of the City's Ordinance be
declared invalid by a court of competentjurisdiction, then it is the specific intent
of the City that the remainder of the Ordinance not specMcally declared invalid
shall continue in full force and effect as if and when originally enacted by the City.

:
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pubUcKotice
RELATIVE TO ZONING
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the
General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and amend-
ments thereto, that tha Committee on Ordinances,

" comprised of the entire membctship of the City
Council, Mil hold a public hearing on Wednesday,
December 19, 1990 at 6:00 P.M. in the Sullivan
Chamber, City Hall, Cambhdge, MassachljSetts on
a petition by the City Council to amend the text of
the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Cambridge in

Article 7.000 - Signs and llluminathns.
The purpose of the amendment is to limit the

size of Individual $lqn$ and tlOhten the cIr-
cumstances under which damaged nonconform-
Ing dgns can be replaced. The following is a list of
the proposed modificaUons: reduce the total
signage allowed on a lot, further reduce the size of
freestandinOand projecting signs, cap the size of -wall signs, limit the" circumstances imder which
internally-illuminated signs can be employed, pro-
hibit such ilIuminaUonfor freestanding and projec-
ting signs, make the regulations uniform for all
nonresidential districts, require the removd of
some of the more visually offensive nonconforming
signs, modify the current mechanism for review of
the design of proposed signs and limit the height of
all signs. ·

Cgpjes"of this petition are on file in the office of
the City Clek, City Hali, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear
at this time and be heard.

Forthe Committee,

.

Councillor FrancisH. Duehay,
Chairman

(C)Nov.29
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pUujuoT|cE
RELATIVE TO ZONING

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the CIty Clerk
Notice is hereby given that in accordance with

the provisions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the
Generd Laws, Tercentenary Edition and amend-
ments thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances,

" compked of the entire membership of me City
Council, will hold a public heating on Wednesday,
December 19, 1990 at 6:00 P.M. in the Sullivan
Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts on
a petition by the City Council to amend the text of
the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Cambridge in

Article 7.000 - Signs and lhuminaUons.
The purpose of the amendment is to limit tho

size of individual sIgm and tlOhten the cIr-
cumstancos under which damaged nonconfom-
lng dgm can be replacU. The following is a list of

the proposed modifications: reduce the total
signaqe Mowed on a lot, further reduce the size of
freestanding and [)rojecung signs, cap the size of
wall signs, limit the circumstances under which
internally-illuminated signs can be employed, pro-
hibit such ihuminaUonfor freestanding and projec-
ting signs, make the regulations uniform for all

nonresidential disthcts, require the removal of

some of the more visually offensive nonconforming
signs, modifj the current mechanism for review of
the design of proposed signs and limit the height of
all signs.

Copies of this petition are on file in the office of
the City Clek, City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear
at this time arid be heard.

· Forthe Committee,
Counci||oi Francis H. Duehay,

Chairman
(C)Nov.29
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RELATIVE TO ZONING

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk
Notice is hereby given that in accordance with

the provisions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the
General Laws, Tercentenary EdiUon and amend-
ments thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances,

" comprised of the entire membership of thc City
Council, will hold a public hearing on Wednesday,
December 19, 1990 at 6:00 P.M. in the Sullivan
Chamber, City Hall, Cambhdge, Massachusetts on
a petition by the ci!y Council to amend the text of
the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Cambhdge in

Article 7.000 - Signs and Muminations.
The purpose of the amendment is to limit the

size of individual signs and tighten th cir-
cumstances under which damaged nonconfom·
ing $ign$ can be replaced. The following is a list of
the proposed modifications: reduce the total
signage allowed on a lot, further reduce the size of
freostanding and projecting signs, cap the size of -
wall signs, iimit the circumstances imder which
internally-illuminated signs can be employed, pro-
hibit such illumination for freestanding and projec-
ting signs, make the regulations uniform for all

nonresidential districts, require the reihoval of

some of the more visually offensive nonconforming
signs, modify the current mechanism for review of
the design of pro d signs and limit the height of
all signs.

' this petition are on file in the office of
ity Clek, City Hall, Cambhdge,Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear
at this time and be heard.

Forthe Committee,
Councillor FrancisH. Duehay,

Chairman
(C)Nov.29
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
MASSACHUSETTS
PUBLIC NOTICE

RELATIVETO ZONING
Notice is hereby given that in accordance with

the provisions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the
General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and amend-
ments thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances,
comprised of the enUre mcmbership of the City
Council, Ml) hold a reconvened meeting of the Or-

dinance Committee on Wednesday, February 6,
1991 at 6:00 P.M. in the Sullivan Chamber, City
Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts which meeting

was opened on December 16, 1990 and recessed
until this date on a petition by the City Council to
amend the text of the Zoning Ordinances of the
City of Cambridge In Article 7.000

-
Signs and

ll1umlnatlons.
The purpose of the amendmentk to limit the size

of individual signs and tighten the circumstances

underwhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The following is a list of the proposed
modifications: reduce the total signage allowed on
a lot, further reduce the size of freestanding and

projecting signs, cap the size of wall signs, limit the
circumstances under which Internally illuminatai
signs can be employed, prohibit such illumination
for freestanding and projecting signs, make the
regulaUons uniform for dl nonreddential districts,
require the removal of some of the more visually

offensive nonconforming signs, modifY the current
mechanism for review of the design of proposed
signs and limit the height of all signs.

Copies of this petition are on file in the office of
the City Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear
at this time and be heard.

Forthe Committee,
Councillor Francis H. Ouehay,

Chairman
(C)jan.24
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
MASSACHUSETTS
PUBLIC NOTICE

RELATIVETO ZONING
Notice is hereby given that in accordance with

tie provisions of Chapter 40A, SecUon 5 of the
ieneral Laws, Tercentenary EdiUon and amend-
nents thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances,
iomprised of the entire membcrship of the City
'huncil, will hold a reconvened meeUng of the Or-

dnance Committee on Wednesday, February 6,
t991 at 6:00 P.M. in the Sullivan Chamber, City
llall, Cambridge, Massachusetts which meeting

ms opened on December 16, 1990 and recessed
ntil this date on a petition by the citj Council to
mend the M of the Zoning Ordinances of the
Qty of Cambridge in Article 7.000

-
Signs and

Qumlnations.
The purpose of the amendmentis to limitthesize

f individual signs and tighten the circumstances

nder which damaged nonconforming signs can be

dplaced. The following is a list of the proposed
iodMcations: reduce the total signage allowed on
lot, further reduce the size of freestanding and

'ojecting signs, cap the size of wall signs, limit the
rcumstances Under which internally illuminated

gns can be employed, prohibit such Mumination
lr freestanding and projecting signs, make the
qulations uniform for all nonresidential districts,
quire the removal of some of the more visually

lfensive nonconforming signs, modify the current
echanism for review of the design of proposed

gns and limit the height of all signs.
iCopies of this petition are on file in the office of
..e City Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge,
Assachusetts.
All persons interested in this matter may appear
this time and be heard.

Forthe Committee,
Councillor Francis H. Duehay,

Chairman
¢jan.24
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
MASSACHUSETTS
PUBLIC NOTICE

RELATIVETO ZONJNG

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with
2 provisions of Chapter 40A, SecUon 5 of the.
meral Laws, Tercentenary Edition and amend-
ents thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances,
ompriscd of the entire membership of the City
auncil, will hold a reconvened meeting of the Or-

nance Committee on Wednesday, February 6,
091 at 6:00 P.M. in the Sullivan Chamber, City
dl, Cambridge, Massachusetts which meeting

as opened on December 16, 1990 and recessed
atil this date on a petition by the City Council to
mend the text of the Zoning 0rdinanm of the
dy of Cambridge In Attlcle 7.000 — Signs and
liuminations.
The purpose of the amendmentis to limitthesize

i indMdual signs and tighten the circumstances

%erwhichdamaged nonconforming signs can be

oplaced. The following is a list of the proposed
40dlfjcatjons: reduce the total signage allowed on
lot, further reduce the size of freestanding and

rojecting signs, cap the size of wall signs, limit the
qrcumstan¢e$ under which internally illuminated
Ugns can be employed, prohibit such illuminaUon

or freestanding and projecting signs, make the
ggu|atjons uniform for all nonresidential districts,
3quire the removal of some of the more visually

'1fensivenonconforming signs, modify the current
mchanism for review of the design of proposer
iiqns and limit the height of all signs.

Copies of this petition are on file in the office 6
he City Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge
dassachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appe&
Qt this time and be heard.

Forthe Committee
Councillor Francis H. Duehay

Chairmat
jc)jan.24
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PUBLIC NOTICE

RELATIVE m ZONING
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

.
MASSACHUSETTS

' OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

Notice is hereby given Uiat in accordance with
me provisions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the
General Laws, Tercentenary EdiUon and amend-
ments Mereto, that Uie Committee on Ordinances,
comprised of U)c entim membership of me City
Council Mil hold a mconvened public hearing on
Wednesday, Janua|W16, 1991 at6:00 P.M. inthe
Sullivan Chamber, CIty Hall, Cambridge,

Mamdlu$mon apetitlonbyUie CityCouncilto
amend the text of me Zoning Ordinances of Uta

City of Cambhdge In Mete 7.000 - Signs and
I!luminaUom

The purpose of the amendmentis to limitthesize

of individud signs and tighten the circumstances
underwhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The following is a list of the proposed
modificaUons: reduce the totd signage dlowed on
a lot, further reduce me size of freestanding and

pmjec6ng §gns, cap the size of wall Sgns, limitthe
.

circumstances under which intemdly illuminated
signs can be employed, prohibit such illumination

for freesmnding and projec6ng signs, make me
regulations uniform for all nonresidenUd districts,
requite the removal of some of the more visually
offensive nonconforming signs, modify the current

mechanism for review of the design of proposed
signs and limit the height of dl signs.

Copies of this petition are on file in the office of

the City Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

All petsons interested in this matter may appear
at this time and be heard.

Forthe Committee,
Councillor FrancisH. Duehay,

Chairman

{C)Dec.27,jan.3
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PUBUC NOTICE

RELATIVE TO ZONING

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

.
MASSACHUSETTS

' OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

Notice is hereby given mat in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 4QA, Section 5 of the
General Laws, Tercentenaiy Edition and amend-
ments Uiemto, mm me Committee on Ordinances,
comprised of the enUre membership d die City '

Council, will hold a reconvened public hearing on
Wednesday, jmuaiy16,1991 d6:00 P.M. in me
Sullivan Chamber, CIty Hall, Cambddge,
M&ua¢hu$mon amtion bythe CltyCouncilto
amend the text of Uie Zoning 0rdlnancos d Ui0
CIty of Cambddge in ArUcle 7.%0 - Signs and
j||uminau0^

The pu= ofthe amendmentis to limitthe size

of individual signs and tighten me circumsm)ces
underwhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. 1he following is a list of Uie pmposed
mod'dications: reduce Uie total signage allowed on

a lot, further reduce U)8 size CR hecsMnding and
projecting dgns, cap die size of wall dgns, limitMe
circumstances under which intemdly illuminated
signs can be employed, prohibit such Mumination

for freestanding and pmjecUng §gns, make the
regu!ations uniform for all nomesidentid districts,
require U)c removal of some of the more visually
offensive nonconforming signs, modifY the current
mechanism for review of the design of proposed
signs and limit the height of dl signs.

Copies oi this petition are on file in the Office of

the City Clerk, City Hal!, Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear
at this time and be heard.

Forthe Committee,
Coundlor FrancisH. Duehay,

Chairman

(C)Qec.27,jan.3
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PUBLIC NOTICE

RELATIVETO ZONING

CfTY OF CAMBRIDGE

.
' MASSACHUSETTS

' OFFICE OF THE UTY CLERK

Notice is hereby given that in accordance mm
the pmviSons of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the
General Laws, Tercantenaiy EdiUon and amend-

mens U)eret0, that me Committee on Ordinances,
.

comprised of U)c enUre membership of Uie City

Council, will hold a mconvend public headng on
Wednesday, januaiy16,1991 at6:00 P.M. in me
Sullivan Chambor, City Hall, Cambridge,

Mmachusdtson apetjtionbyUie CltyCouncllto
amend me tut of me Zoning Ordinances of Uie
CIty d Gwnbddge In Amclo 7.000 - Signs and
lf|uminaMon&

The purpose of the amendment is to limitthesize

of individual signs and tighten the circumsmnces
underwhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The folIoMng is a list of U)c proposed
mod'&ations: reduce the total signage dlowed on

a lot, further reduce Me *e of freestanding and

pmjedng $ign$, capUie size of wallsigns, limitthe
circumstances under which intemdy illuminated

signs can be employed, prohibit such ihumination

for freestanding and pmjec6ng Sgns, make the
regulations uniform for all nontesidenUaldisthcts,

require the removd of some of the more visudly
offensive nonconforming signs, modify the current

mechanism for eview of the dedgn of proposed

signs and limit Uie height of dl signs.

Copies of this petiijon are on file in the office of

the City Clerk, City Hal!, Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear
at this time and be heard.

Forthe Committee,
CouncillorFrancis H. Duehay,

" Chairman

(C)Dec.27,jan.3 '
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
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: -L;' CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS02139
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'miive Tel 349-4300
Fax. 349-4307

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY

CIty Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI

Deputy City Manager

March 18, 1991

To The Honorable, The City Council:

I am hereby transmitting a copy of the PlanningBoard recommendation on a City Council
P

Petition to Revise the Sign Ordinance, Article 7.000, for your consideration.

Vc ly yours,

'J "
r

Robert W. Hedy
City Manager

100% Recycled Paper



Consent Agenda # 14
?

Planning Board's recomnendation
on a City Council petition to revise
the Sign Ordinance.
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In City Council,

March 18, 1991
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FIRST PUBLICATION NO. 2524.

:

ri) €itp of Canibribge
b°,,°·'.:

,:"i",:,:b""°,q":
'%ime DOµPt,/

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE

Be itordainedby the City Counci/o/ the Cityo/ Cambridge as /O//OWS:

That the Zoning Ordinances of the city of Cambridge be amended as follows:

By amending the text of Article 7.000 - Signs and Illuminations by re-

placing the current regulations relative to signs with a new sign

ordinances.

The purpose of the amcMment is to limit the size of individual signs

and tighten che circumstances under vhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The following is a lisr of the proposed moCificacions: reduce

the FOcal sign,age allowed on a lot, further reduce the size of freestanding

znd projecting signs, cap the size of vail signs, limic the circumstances

under !,'hich internally illuninated signs can be employed, prohibir such

,

illumfnaticm for freestanding and projecting signs, make the regulations

uniform for all nonresidential districts, require the removal of some of the

more visually offensive nonconforming signs, modify che currrent mechanism

for review of the design of proposed signs and limii the height of all

signs.
Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on

.'
March 4, 1991 and on or after March 18, 1991 the question comes

on pasSing to be ordained.

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 43, SCction

23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter,

the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed in length eight

Octavo pages of ordinary book print may be examined at the

Office of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

curing office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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Inthe Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE
.

Be it ordainedby the City Counci/o/ the City of Cambridge as /O//Ows:

That the Zoning Ordinances of the city of Cambridge be amended as follows:

By amending the text of Article 7.000 - Signs and Illuminations by re-

placing the current regulations relative to signs with a new sign

ordinances.

The purpose of the amerxjment is to limit the size of individual sly's

and tiEh[en che circumstances under vhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The folloljing is a lisr of the proposed mociificaCions: reduce

the cocal signage alloved on a 101, further reduce the size of freestanding

znd projecting signs, cap the
si:

e
oF Hall signs, limic the circumstances

under which internally illuminated signs can be employed, prohibic such

illumination for freestanding and projecting signs, make the regulacions

uniform for all nonresidential districts, require the removal oF some of the

more visuUly offensive normonforming siµis, modify the currrent
mechanism

for reviev of the design oZ proposed signs and limit che heig'nc of all

signs.
Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on

March 4, 1991 and on or after March 18, 1991 the question comes

on passing to be ordained.

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 43, SCction

23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter,

the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed in length eight

Octavo pages of ordinary book print may be examined at the

Office of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

curing office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE,MASSACHUSETTS 02139

,

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
(617) 349-4260

JOHN E. FLYNN

CITY CLERK DEPUTY CITY CLERK

V

March ll, 1991

Russell B. Higley
City Solicitor
City Hall
Cambridge, MA

Dear Sir:

Enclosed you will find copies of five amendments which were passed to a second reading

at the City Council meeting of March 4, 1991 as follows:

1. Zoning amendment to create a permanent East Cambridge

zoning district.

2. Zoning amendment to extend the CambridgeportInterim
Planning Overlay District.

3. Zoning amendment to replace the regulations relative to
signs and illuminations.

4. Municipal Code amendment entitled "Mandatory Recycling".

5. Municipal Code amendment relative to the Interim Park-
ing Control Committee.

Would you kindly review these amendments and indicate your approval or disapproval

on the bottom and return to this office.
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Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

{Ly'c c.G=_
joseph E. Connarton

City Clerk

jEC/dl

Encs. First Publication Numbers 2522, 2523, 2524, 2525 & 2526

c.c. Councillor Duehay, Chairman, Committee on Ordinances

Joseph Cellucci, Inspectional Services Commissioner

Birge Albright, Law Dept.



FIRST PUBLICATION NO. 2522.

i
Citp of CaniUribqe
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

AN ORDINANCE
.

Beit ordainedby the City Counci/o/ the CitY 0/ Cambridge as follows:

That the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Cambridge be amended as follows:

By creating a new section 11.400 - East Cambridge Overlay District,

13.80 - PUD-3A, 13.90 - PUD-3B, 17.20 - Special District II, 17.30

- Special District III, 17.40 - Special District IV, 18.10 - Traffic

Mitigation Measures, and 18.20 - Construction Management Program; amend

the Zoning Map of the City of Cambridge by deleting the existing

zoning districts in the East Cambridge Interim Planning Overlay District

and replace them with Residence C-l, Industry A-l, Business A-l, and

the new Special Districts II, III and IV, the Zoning Map is also amended

to include the East CambridgeC.verlay Districts intPe area of Charles

Street to Binney Street and a new PUD 3A and PUD 3B in the area

currently zoned Office 3 and PUD-3. The petition would replace the

East Cambridge Interim Planning Overlay District in its entirety.

Passed to a second reading as amended at the City Council

meeting held on March 4, 1991 and on or after March 18,

1991 the question comes on passing to be ordained.

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 43,

Section 23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the

City Charter, the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed

in length eight octavo pages or ordinary book print may ..

be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the

form of a printed pamphlet during office hours on or

after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
Joseph E. Connarton,

City Clerk.
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:'a":"' In the } ear One Thousand, Nirie Hundred Ninety-One

AN ORDINANCE

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

That the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Cambridge be amended as follows:

Amend the text of the Zoning Ordinance, Section 3 .14 - Cambridgeport

Interim Planning Overlay District to read as follows:

Section 3 .14 - Cambridge?ort Interim Planning Overlay District

1. All requirments of the existing base zoning districts shall apply

exceDt as modified and limited by the requirements of these paragraphs

2-4 Beiow;

2
. The Floor Area Ratio applicable on any lot shall be limited to

1. 0;

3
. The maximum heiqht of any building shzll be 45 feet inclusive

CI those structural elements otherwise exempt under the ?rc'visions

OZ Section 5.23 of Ue Zoning Ordinance;

4
. Nc!t'n'ithstar!ung the limizations in paragraphs 2 and 3 above, any

building existing a7 the time of adoption of this Seccion may be

renovaced or restored, chanCes made to the uses concained therein

or aciCizions maj be macie thereto providing the toilowinq cor£iiUons

are mec:

a. Any acMitions shall not exceed lOt of the gross f loor area .of

the
e:

·:istir.g bciKiing or 30,000 square feet, whichever is greater;

and

b. All requlatior.s and limitations of the base district shall be

met .

5
. This Section 3.14

srla:

l
be in effect through February 28, 1991.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on March 4, 1991

and on or after March 18, 1991 the question comes on passing to be

ordained.
ATTEST:

-
Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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Inthe Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE
.

Be it ordainedby the City Counci/o/ the CitY of Cambridge as follows:

That the Zoning Ordinances of the city of Cambridge be amended as follows:

By amending the text of Article 7.000 - Signs and Illuminations by re-

placing the current regulations relative to signs with a new sign

ordinances.

The purpose of I)iC amendment is tO limit the size of individual signs

and tighcen the circumstances under vhich damaged nonconforming signs can be

replaced. The fol!oHing is a list of the proposed moCificacions: reduce

the cocal signage alloved on a lot, further reduce the size of freestanding

znd projeccing signs, cap the size of wall signs, limii the circumstances

under which internally illuminated signs can be employed, prohibit such

illumination for freestanding and projecting signs, make the regulations

uniform for all nonresidencial districts, require the removal of some of the

more visuUly offensive nonconforming signs, modify che currrent
mechanism

for reviev of the design oZ proposed signs and limit che height of ni

stgris.
Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on

March 4, 1991 and on or after March 18, 1991 the question comes

on passing to be ordained.

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 43, SCction

23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter,

the Ordinances as aforesaid, which exceed in length eight

Octavo pages of ordinary book print may be examined at the

Office of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

curing office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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", j" Inthc Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE
In amendment to the Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge.

Beit ordainedby the CitY Counci/o/ the CitY of Cambridge as follows:

That Chapter 8.24 of the Municipal Code entitled "Rubbish,

Garbage and Litter" is hereby amended by striking out

Section 8.24.070 and substituting in place thereof the follow-

ing new section 8.24.070 entitled "Mandatory Recycling".

Passed to a second reading as amended at the City
Council meeting held on March 4, 1991 and on or
after March 18, 1991 the question comes on passing

to be ordained.

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter

43, Section 23, Tercentenary Edition, being a part
of the City Charter, the Ordinances as aforesaid,
which exceed in length eight octavo pages of
ordinary book print may be examined at the Office
of the City Clerk in the form of a printed pamphlet

during office hours on or after March 4, 1991.

ATTEST:

-
Joseph E. Connarton

City Clerk.



FIRST PUBLICATION NO. 2526.

"'° )i'"") €itp of Camiiribqe

4"
In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-One

ANORDINANCE
In amendment to the"Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge".

Be it ordainedby the City Councilol the City of Cambridge as follows:

That Chapter 10.16 is hereby amended in Section 10.16.050 entitled

"Interim Parking Control Comittee" by striking out the first

sentence in said section and substituting in place thereof the

following new first sentence which reads as follows:

All applications for controlled parking facility permits and determinations

of exclusion shall be reviewed by an Interim Parking Control Comnittee

(IPCC or Conunittee) comprised of of five Cambridge residents with

appropriate experience, appointed by the City Manager.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on

March 4, 1991 and on or after March 18, 1991 the question comes on

passing to be ordained.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

ASSESSING DEPARTMENT
L

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

TO: joseph E. Connarton, city Clerk
,F'ROM: sally Powers, Director of Assess n

SUBjECT: Written protest to the proposed sign ordinance

DATE: March 4, 1991

In reply to your memo dated February 27, 1991, please

be advised that we have, this day, forwarded to the Engineering

Department the written protest to the above-referenced petition.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL. CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
(617) 349-4260 JOHN E. FLYNN

CITY CLERK DEPUTY CITY CLERK

February 27, 1991

TO: SALLY POWERS

BOARD OF ASSESSORS

FROM: JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
' CL

CITY CLERK

SUBjECT: WRITTENPROTEST TO THE PROPOSED SIGN ORDINANCE.

Enclosed you will find two copies of the written protest received by this Qffice

regarding the proposed sign ordinance.

Would you kindly certify these parcels and forward same to the Engineering

Departmentas soon as possible.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.
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February 20, 1991

joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk
'

Office of the City Clerk
City of Cambridge
City Hall
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Mr. Connarton:

The undersigned, being the owners of the property shown in the annexed
Schedule "A", owning more than twenty percent (20%) of the land area toW

be affected adversely by Section 7.18.1 of a proposed ordinance to amend

Article 7.000 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge submitted
to the City Council by Robert W. Healy, City Manager, by letter dated
November 19, 1990, which proposal was submitted to him by letter dated
October 25, 1990, by the Conununity Development Department of the City,
do hereby file written notice with the Clerk of the City of Cambridge

pursuant to M.G.L.C. 40(a), S5, in objection to such_ proposed Electic)n do
hereby ascribe the following reasons for protesting such change:

1. Section 7.18.1 requires the removal of certain existing presently
lawful sign structures. Although this section purports to affect
all existing signs in four categories, as the Corrununity Development
notes, "as a practical matter many of the existing signs in the
City will be entitled to protection under G.L.C. 40(a), S6, as
pre-existing non-conforming signs". (Letter of Conununity Development
Department, October 25, 1990, p. 5.) In addition, many of the
remaining signs which would otherwise be affected by Section 7.18.1
are on property owned by the Massachusetts Bay TranspoFtation
Authority and are, therefore, also exempt from local zoning. Thus,
as a practical matter, the majority of the signs whose removal
proposed Section 7.18.1 would purport to require are exempt from

its reach and the only properties which will be affected by that
section are those properties listed in Schedule "B".

'y
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joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk
February 20, 1991
Page 2

2. By requiring the removal of existing, lawfully maintained structures,
Section 7.18.1 would be an unprecedented and unfair interference
with the property rights of the affected owners. "The signs whose
removal Section 7.18.1 would require generate substantial income

for the properties on which they are located and are valuable assets.
All such signs have been in lawful existence for at least 20 years
and most for substantially longer. As the purported purpose of
Section 7.18.1, the alleged enhancement of aesthetic appearance,
would benefit the City as a whole, it is unfair that the entire'
cost of this public "iirnprovement" be placed upon a limited nuiiiber
of private property owners. On no other occasion has the City
ever enacted a zoning ordinance which required any private property
owner to remove a structure or discontinue a use which was lawful
when constructed or conunenced. If the City wishes to deprive private
property owners of assets which they lawfully obtained, it should
pay fair compensation to do so.

3. In light of the aaitted fact that Section 7.18.1 would not require
the removal of "many of the existing signs" it purports to reach,

it would not serve its purported purpose of aesthetic improvement
and, therefore, the substantial cost it thrusts upon a limited
nuuiber of private property owners would not be justified. Even ifthe limited number of signs to which Section 7.18.1 lawfully applies
were removed, many of the streets on which those signs wece foruiecly
located would continue to have many identical signs of equal or
greater adverse aesthetic impact, which are exempt from removal
under G.L.c. 4O(a), S6. The continued presence of numerous
physically indistinguishable signs would dilute the inpact of the
removal the affected signs and the irrprovement to the overall visual
environment would be minimal and insufficient to justify the
substantial invasion of private property rights involved.

4. The off-premise signs whose removal Section 7.18.1 would require
have been historically used for both conmercial and non-conunercial
messages while the coinparable on-premise signs whose removal would
not be required by G.L.C. 40(a), S6, have historically been used
for exclusively cominerical messages and would certainly continue
to be exclusively used for such conunercial messages in the future.
As the public has a greater interest in receiving non-conunercial
than conunercial messages, Section 7.18.1 is not in the public interest
to the extent it favors commerical over non-commercial signs.
Moreover, the discriminatory impact of Section 7.18.1 in favor of
conunercial speech raises grave questions concerning its constitutionality
and invites expensive litigation which the City can ill afford.

.P
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Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk
February 20, 1991
Page 3

5. Section 7.18.1 is ill advised and improper public policy as itunfairly deprives property owners of the value of structures lawful
when erected, places the entire economic burden of a purported
public improvement on a small number of private property owners,
will not accomplish its purported purpose, is of questionable W·"'

consitutionality and exposes the City to potentially large legal
liability.

Sincere1µ

NAME PROPERTY OWNER ADDRESS REFERENCE

R
S n P
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' . , · SCHEDULE A
0

I) 182 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

2) 34 Hampshire Street Caihbridge, MA

3) 17 Monsignor O'Brien-Highway Cambridge, MA

6
4) 92 Hampshire Street Cambridge, MA

5) 154 Prospect Street. Cambridge, MA

6) 149 CalnbFidge Street Cambridge, MA

7) 1147-1149 Canbridge StEeet Cambridge, MA

8) 2170 Mass Avenue Cambridge, MA

9) 1847-1853 Mass Avenue Cambridge, MA

IQ) 1925-1927 Mass Avenue Cambridge, MA

*-.

SCHEDULE A

(reference owners)

NAME PROPERTY OWNER REFERENCE

CAMBRIDGE AUK) SALES JOHN R. RAFFI 1

REGINA+ANTHONY MASTERS ANTHONY MASTERS 2

KARI REALTY TRUST EDWARD CAYRE 3

WINDSOR CAFE WILLIAM CARROLL 4

PROSPECT REALTY TRUST EMANUEL ARGIROS 5

JOHN GARGANO JOHN GARGANO 6

1149 CAMBRIDGE REALTY PHILLIP KADETS 7

THE FAMILY TRUST CORRINE MADARRI 8

EDWARD A. MAYER EDWARD A. MAYER 9

PAUL R. LOHNES LAVERTY + LOHNES 10

X
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SCHEDULEB

"" I) 234 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

2) 182 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Caimbridge, MA

3) 17 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

4) 149 Cambridge Street Cambridge, MA

· 5) 1147-1149 Cambridge Street Cambridge, MA

6) 1412-1414 Cambridge Street Cambridge, MA

7) 92 Hampshire Street Cambridge, MA

8) 154 Prospect;,Street Cambridge, MA

9) 34 Hampshire Street Carribridge, MA

'

10) 799 Main Street Carribridge, MA

' 11) 268 River Street Cambridge, MA
r

12) 2170 Mass Avenue Cauibridge, MA

13) 1925-1927 Mass Avenue Cambridge, MA

14) 1847-1853 Mass Avenue Cambridge, MA

15) 155 Broadway Cambridge, ma

16) 332-336 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

17) 298-302 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge," MA

18) 1380-1388 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

19) 2445-2449 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

%



* V
' 4P

r-

4 '· P

a

, .4 V

20) 2088-2098 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

21) Mt. Auburn Street at Belmont Street Cambridge, MA

22) 92 Kirkland Street Cambridge, MA "

23) 2200 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

24) 15 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

25) Charlestown Avenue across from 15 Monsignor O'Brien '-

Highway Cambridge, MA
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February 20, 1991

joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk
Office of the City Clerk
City of Cambridge
City Hall
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Mr. Connarton:

The undersigned, being the owners of the property shown in the annexed
Schedule "A", owning more than twenty percent (20%) of the land area to
be affected adversely by Section 7.18.1 of a proposed ordinance to amend

Article 7.000 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge submitted
to the City Council by Robert W. Healy, City Manager, by letter dated
November 19, 1990, which proposal was submitted to hirn by letter dated
October 25, 1990, by the Commmity Development Department of the City,
do hereby file written notice with the Clerk of the City of Cambridge
pursuant to M.G.L.C. 40(a), S5, in objection to such,proposed section do
hereby ascribe the following reasons for protesting such change:

1. Section 7.18.1 requires the removal of certain existing presently
lawful sign structures. Although this section purports to affect
all existing signs in four categories, as the Commnity Development
notes, "as a practical matter many of the existing signs in the
City will be entitled to protection under G.L.c. 40(a), S6, as
pre-existing non-conforming signs". (Letter of Conmnity Development
Department, October 25, 1990, p. 5.) In addition, rnany of the
remaining signs which would otherwise be affected by Section 7.18.1
are on property owned by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authocity and are, therefore, also exempt frcjin local zoning. Thus,
as a practical matter, the majority of the signs whose removal
proposed Section 7.18.1 would purport to require are exernpt from
its reach and the only properties which will be affected by that
section are those properties listed in Schedule "B".
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joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk
February 20, 1991
Page 2

2. By requiring the removal of existing, lawfully maintained structures,
Section 7.18.1 would be an unprecedented and unfair interference
with the property rights of the affected owners. The signs whose
removal Section 7.18.1 would require generate substantial income

for the properties on which they are located and are valuable assets.
All such signs have been in lawful existence for at least 20 years
and most for substantially longer. As the purported purpose of
Section 7.18.1, the alleged enhancement of aesthetic appearance,
would benefit the City as a whole, it is unfair that the entire
cost of this public "improvement" be placed upon a limited nuniber
of private property owners. On no other occasion has the City
ever enacted a zoning ordinance which required any private property
owner to remove a structure or discontinue a use which was lawful
when constructed or comenced. If the City wishes to deprive private
property owners of assets which they lawfully obtained, it should
pay fair compensation to do so.

3. In light of the admitted fact that Section 7.18.1 would not require
the removal of "many of the existing signs" it purports to reach,

it would not serve its purported purpose of aesthetic improvement
and, therefore, the substantial cost it thrusts upon a limited
nuhber of private property owners would not be justified. Even ifthe limited number of signs to which Section 7.18.1 lawfully applies
were removed, many of the streets on which those signs were formerly
located would continue to.have many identical signs of equal of
greater adverse aesthetic irrpact, which are exeinpt from removal
under G.L.C. 40(a), S6. The continued presence of numerous
physically indistinguishable signs would dilute the inipact of the
removal the affected signs and the irrprovement to the overall visual
environment would be mimimal' and insufficient to justify the
substantial invasion of private property rights involved.

4. The off-premise signs whose removal Section 7.18.1 would require
have been historically used for both conmercial and non-commercial
messages while the comparable on-premise signs whose removal would
not be £equiFed by G.L.c. 40(a), S6, have historically been used
for exclusively commerical messages and would certainly continue
to be exclusively used for such cormercial messages in the future.
As the public has a greater interest in receiving non-cormercial
than comercial messages, Section 7.18.1 is not in the public interest
to the extent it favors cownerical over non-conunercial signs.
Moreover, the discriminatory inpact of Section 7.18.1 in favor of
commercial speech raises grave questions concerning its constitutionality
and invites expensive litigation which the City can ill afford.
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joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk
February 20, 1991
Page 3

5. Section 7.18.1 is ill advised and improper public policy as itunfairly deprives property owners of the value of structures lawful
when erected, places the entire economic burden of a purported
public inrprovement on a small number of private property owners,
will not accomplish its purported purpose, is of questionable j"consitutionality and exposes the City to potentially large legal
liability.

Sincerely,

NAME PROPERTY OWNER ADDRESS REFERENCE
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. SCHEDULE A
b

I) 182 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

2) 34 Haupshire Street Canibridge, MA

3) 17 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

4) 92 Hampshire Street Cambridge, MA

5) 154 Prospect Street Cambridge, MA

6) 149 Cambridge Street Cambridge, MA

7) 1147-1149 Cambridge Street Cambridge, MA

8) 2170 Mass Avenue Cambridge, MA

9) 1847-1853 Mass Avenue Caubridge, MA

IQ) 1925-1927 Mass Avenue Cauibridge, MA

SCHEDULE A

(reference owners)

NAME PROPERTY OWNER REFERENCE

CAMBRIDGE AUTO SALES JOHN R. RAE'FI 1

REGINA+ANTHONY MASTERS ANTHONY MASTERS 2

KARI REALTY TRUST EDWARD CAYRE 3

WINDSOR CAFE WILLIAM CARROLL 4

PROSPECT REALTY TRUST ARGIROS 5

JOHN GARGANO JOHN GARGANO 6

1149 CAMBRIDGE REALTY PHILLIP KADETS 7

THE FAMILY TRUST CORRINE MADARRI 8

EDWARD A. MAYER EDWARD A. MAYER 9

PAUL R. LOHNES LAVERTY + LOHNES - 10
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SCHEDULEB

I) 234 lqonsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

2) 182 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

3) 17 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

4) 149 Cairbridge Street Cambridge, MA

· 5) 1147-1149 Cambridge Street Cambridge, MA

6) 1412-1414 Cambridge Street Canibridge, MA

7) 92 Harrpshire Street Canibridge, MA

8) 154 Prospect Street Cambridge, MA

9) 34 Hampshire Street Cambridge, MA

10) 799 Main Street Cambridge, MA
.

11) 268 River Street Cambridge, MA

12) 2170 Mass Avenue Cambridge, MA

13) 1925-1927 Mass Avenue Cambridge, MA

14) 1847-1853 Mass Avenue Cambridge, MA

15) 155 Broadway Cambridge, MA

16) 332-336 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

17) 298-302 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

18) 1380-1388 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

19) 2445-2449 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

g
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20) 2088-2098 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA

21) Mt. Auburn Street at Belmont Street Cariibridge, MA

22) 92 Kirkland Street Cambridge, MA
.

23) 2200 Massachusetts Avenue Caihbridge, MA

24) 15 Monsignor O'Brien Highway Cambridge, MA

25) Charlestown Avenue across from 15 Monsignor O'Brien
Highway Cambridge, MA
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IN CITY COUNCIL

February 11, 1991

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS: There is an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance (Article 7.000) before us which
would change the regulation concerning signs and illuminations; and

WHEREAS: Enactment of this amendment to the zoning appears to be potentially a long, costly
procedure which the City will have to litigate; and

WHEREAS: Communication Companies have negotiated with other communities to remove
objectionable bill boards and also to provide some community services; and

WHEREAS: The financial condition of the state and federal governmentwill force the City to
cut services in many area; and

WHEREAS: The funding which will be required to litigate this ordinance could be used for
progress for children and elderly which are threatened; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That before this ordinance change is voted upon by this City Council, that the
City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the officials of Ackerly
Communicationswith the view in mind of reaching some agreement with them
which will be ber,eficial1 to the City.

CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISEDBY COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
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IN CITY COUNCIL

February 11, 1991

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS: There is an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance (Article 7.000) before us which
would change the regulation concerning signs and illuminations; and

WHEREAS: Enactment of this amendment to the zoning appears to be potentially a long, costly
procedure which the City will have to litigate; and

WHEREAS: Communication Companies have negotiated with other communities to remove
objectionablebill boards and also to provide some community services; and

WHEREAS: The financial condition of the state and federal governmentwill force the City to
cut services in many area; and

WHEREAS: The funding which will be required to litigate this ordinance could be used for
progress for children and elderly which are threatened; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That before this ordinance change is voted upon by this City Council, that the
City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the officials of Ackerly
Communications with the view in mind of reaching some agreement with them
which will be beneficial to the City.



CeLL#3L
Order # 4

NON CONSENT

Councillor Russell re: before proposed
sign ordinance is voted on agreement to be
reached with Ackerly Comunications.

e

In City Council,

February ll, 1991
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CITY COUNCIL SHOULD AFFIRM NEW SIGN CODE

Testimony to the Planning Board ·

T

.

I have lived in Cambridge since 1963 and have worked to
make the city a more attractive place as a founding chairman of
the Cambridge Arts Council. During this time I have frequently
asked myself why a city that is so historic and SOh important as
a seat of American culture and learning should continue to be so
ugly? '

.

0

I can still remember the shock at the cluttered cityscape
on my first visit here with my parents in 1955. There was the
ugly detritus of big signs in the used car lots as we approached

- the city along Alewife Brgok Parkway and then upon arrival inr ,

Harvard Square signs lurched off building walls and a rooftop
F

was crowned by a billboard. And it's still there!--after
millions spent on enhancing the square with a new plaza!

Improving the quality of our visual environment should in
the short term improve the value of propertyr That is the
argument sign control advocates will make, and most business
people will understand. But I think we should upgrade our sign
code because of the long term difference it will make both in
the qualitY of people's liveS here as well as in the impression
we give to visitors. .

~

As a planner, I have examined design review ordinances and
sign codes from around the country, and find the new code to be
very lean in its objectives. It does not .tackle the i.ssue of
design review which Cambridge, alas, exercises only in overlay
districts or urban renewal areas; it does not provide "particular.

.

incentives for symbol signs made by craftsmen'," ( in me'talb fjlass .

or ceramics, for example) ; it does not encourage signage
appropriate for the character of historic buildings but it"wil1' .

·

encourage visual restraint and get rid of nonconforming signs
after four additional years.

b

For as I understand the draft, it still allows some ·

billboards to exist for another four years -- the same as on
q

site signs -- unless they violate Outdoor Advertizing Board
(DAB) guidelines and their permits are not renewed by the "

·

state . At least 30 of the 52 Cambridge billboards flunk these
guidelines .

.

1

Billboards can generate an income for their owner of as
- much as $20,000-$30,000 a year in revenues. The city has had

almost no tax benefit. On average, $100 per billboard for this tpriviledge of blighting our neighborhoods. Consequently, I am
appalled by this continued act of generosity to the billboard
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industry. This appears to be at least a 1.6 million dollar
donation if twenty of these boards are allowed to stay another
four years .

Apparently, the Ackerley Company which owns most billboards
here will seek. to demonstrate that their signs are very valuable
and that the company should be compensated for their removal.

a

Outrageous ! Under Massachusetts statute, the billboards are not
grandfathered or protected. They are not treated as real
property with a protected status as structures, but as a
permitted use subject to annual review by the communitY. They
do not have any right to life because they are there simply as a
result of the community's large investment in roadways and have
value in relation to it. ·

.

There are numbers of state cases which uphold an
amortization period as a legitimate method of compensation. This

' is fine" for on site signs, but the language of the new sign code
should make it clear that any billboard that does not meet the
minimum standards that the OAB has devised or which is not
certified by the communitY should not be protected by anY
amortization clause . ,

The revised. sign code aff irms and supports the investment
which the city and private business has already made in itsneighborhood revitalization ef forts, its facade improvement
programs, its extensive commitment to public art and the
enhancement of public space. 'It is also a testimony to our
increased maturity as an urban culture,' acknowledging that
merchants and property owners can do business and prosper
without having to visually grab people by the throat and shake
them as they drive or walk down a street. It should make most
businesses more legible rather than less so. It is no'accident
that many of the most affluent communit'ies' have the tightestsign controls, while the less sophisticated communities are "

.

caught in the expensive escalation of sign competition wh'ich
finally penalizes the merchants seeking attention. 4

r
..

.

Let the new sign code mark a new e·ra which demonstrates an
increasing respect for the people living in one of America's
most densely populated urban environments. By upgrading the
visual environment, the sign code becomes the city's " insur'ance
policy." It protects the existing investment that we have all ,

,.
" made in the enhancement of Cambridge.

.
W

.
"

Ronald Lee Fleming
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The Ordinance Committeereconvened the public hearing on Wednesday, January 16, 1991

on Wednesday, February 6, 1991 beginning at 6:06 p. m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall.

Councillor Francis H. Duehay, Chair of the above referenced committee, called the
hearing to order and stated that the purpose of this evening's proceedings was to continue
discussions on a proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance in Article 7.000 - Signs and
Illuminations.

' Present at the hearing were: Mayor Alice K. Wolf, Vice Mayor Kenneth E. Reeves,
' Councillor Edward N. Cyr, Councillor Jonathan S. Myers, Councillor Sheila T. Russell,

Councillor Walter J. Sullivan, Councillor William H. Walsh and Deputy City Clerk John E.
Flynn.

Councillor Duehay, at this time, outlined the process that would be followed in the
conductionof the Committee'sbusiness in which proponents of the amendments would speak and
be followed by the opponents of the amendments.

Mayor Wolfciting the fact that the City has challenged a number ofbillboards, given that
they did not meet stated state criteria and currently in the Appeal Process, inquired of the impact
of new regulations promulgated by the Outdoor Advertising Board on the City's challenge.

Attorney Peter Koff, Outside Legal Counsel, responded that the new regulations would
have no effect on the process and that the new regulations would allow for a Summary Judgement
in which the City would file an Affidavit on the 35 objections.

Mayor Wolf inquired of the amount of tax generated revenue derived from billboards
throughout the city.

In response, Attorney Koff, stated that according to records of the Assessor's Office, the
Fiscal Year 1990 assessment was $5,586.02 and it should be noted that the assessment is paid by
the property owner and not the billboard owner.

Councillor Cyr, citing the Ackerley Communications of Massachusetts, Inc. versus the
City of Somerville decision in which a grandfatheringof some billboards based on content was
done and invalidated, inquired if the proposed amendments were similiar to the City of
Somerville ordinance.

Attorney Koff responded in the negative stated that the premise of the ordinance as it
relates to On-Premise vs. Off-Premise would withstand a legal challenge.



G C, ¶06

Qlity nf QlalllhtiijgE

-2 -

Councillor Cyr inquired of the number of legal challenges across the country with regards
to a community's intent to regulate billboards.

Attorney Koff provided a range of twenty to forty cases.

At this time the committee solicited public testimony in favor of the proposed amendments

to Article 7.000.

Ms. Sondra Scheir, ll King Street, Cambridge, a former member of the Mayoral Blue
Ribbon Committeeof 1989, stated her strong support for the proposed amendments noting the fact
that her neighborhoodwas in need of relief and this ordinance would accomplish that need.

Mr. Nicholas Geraigery, 269 Hurley Street, Cambridge, stated the support of the East
Cambridge Stabilization Committee for the proposed amendment.

Mr. W. Easley Hamner, 3 Ellery Square, Cambridge, stated his support for the proposed
amendment and congratulated the Planning Board for drafting such a well balanced petition. He
further stated his hope that this ordinance will combat visual blight.

Mr. Howard Medwed, 58 Washington Avenue, Cambridge, stated his support for the
proposal and his pleasure with Attorney Kofts statements regarding the affirmation of the
ordinance.

Mr. Hugo Salemme, 89 Third Street, Cambridge, Vice-Presidentof the East Cambridge
Planning Team, stated the support of his organization for the proposed amendment.

Mr. R. Philip Dowds, 48 Banks Street, Cambridge and a member of CambridgeCitizens

for Liveable Neighborhoods, stated his support for the proposed ordinance and congratulated the
Community Development Department and Planning Board for a well written proposal. He
further commented on the politics of litigation and presented the Committee with a check in the

amount of $2.00 to be deposited in the Law Department'sBillboard Litigation Fund in the event
of a damage award.

Mr. Ron E. Fleming, 2 Hubbard Park, Cambridge, provided the committee written
testimony indicating his support and called the proposal an insurance policy. (A copy of the
testimony is attached).
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Ms. Kathy Born, 3 Walnut Avenue, Cambridge, President of the Neighborhood Nine
Association, stated the Association's unanimous vote in support of the proposed amendments.

Ms. Born further stated that a vote for this Ordinance was a vote for the neighborhoods.

Mr. Richard Clarey, 15 Brookford Street, Cambridge, Vice-Chair, North Cambridge
Stabilization Committee, read a prepared statement from George F. McCray, Chair, indicating
the support of the committee for the proposed amendments. (A copy is attached). Mr. Clarey
also outlined some possible defenses that the city could employ in defending the proposed
ordinance.

Mr. John Pitkin, 18 Fayette Street, Cambridge, indicated his support for the ordinances

as a means of reducing billboard blight throughout the city.

Mr. Fred Stone, 9 Remington Street, Cambridge, stated that Council support for this
ordinance provides a gift to its residents and their descendants.

At this time the Committee heard from those in opposition to the proposed amendment.

Attorney George Berman, 100 Cambridge Street, Boston, representing Mr. Barry
Ackerley, owner of Ackerley Communications of Massachusetts, Inc. stated that a vote for this
Ordinance is a vote for litigation. He further stated that First and Fifth AmendmentRights would
be argued for in a legal challenge. Attorney Berman also stated that the City of Somerville did
not reduce the number of billboards by the enactment of their ordinance.

Councillor Myers questioned the number of billboards in 1985 versus 1991 in the City
of Somerville.

Attorney Berman stated that in 1985, 137 faces existed vs. 80 faces in 1991.

Mr. Louis Nickinello, President and General Manager, Ackerley Communications of
Massachusetts, Inc., 2204 Main Street, Charlestown, stated that he was hired in 1985 with the
objective to find compromise instead of litigation. Mr. Nickinello provided the following
statistical data:

In 1978 Ackerley Communications acquired from Donnelly Advertising 3900 faces. In
1991 Ackerley Communicationsowns 2900 faces.

He further stated that OutdoorAdvertising is economically feasible and this mediumadds

some $11
-

12 million to the state economy. He further outlined an agreement between his
organization and the City of Medford regarding improvements in the quality of life and the
relocation of two billboards. Mr. Nickinello stated that not one sign is sacred or unalterable, but
a forum is needed between the city and his firm.



C. C, ¶06

Qlity nf ¢atnhtUtge
-4 -

Councillor Russell inquired, if any conversations or negotiations have been held between
Ackerley Communicationsand City Manager Robert W. Hedy.

Mr. Nickinello in response stated that no specific negotiations have taken place.

Councillor Russell further inquired if Ackerley Communications participated in the
deliberationsof the Mayoral Blue Ribbon Committee.

Mr. Nickinello stated that he was appointed to the committee, but was asked shortly after
the panel met to vacate his Chair.

Councillor Russell pursuing the Medford agreement inquired of the process employed and
the time frame.

Mr. Nickinello stated that the Mayor set up a forum in which negotiations were held and
within six to eight months a Memorandumof Agreement was signed and executed.

Councillor Myers inquired ofMr. Nickinello his comments regarding the statements made
by neighborhood associations supporting the proposed amendments.

Mr. Nickinello repeated his earlier statement that he was willing to look at every sign
location in the City.

Ms. Elizabeth Palumbo, director of Public Affairs, Ackerley Communications, Inc.
outlined to the committee the public service campaign underway in the Commonwealth. Ms.
Palumbo stated that some 15% of space is dedicated to non-profit organizations.

Mr. Anthony Pini, 199 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, stated his opposition to the
proposed ordinance.

Mr. Manuel Slate, 1414 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, stated his opposition stating that
the lighted billboard at his premises adds to the safety of the area.

Mr. Milton Slate, 1414 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, stated his opposition citing the fees

collected helps pay city taxes.

Mr. Mark Fraser, 45 Alpheus Road, Boston, Real Estate Manager, Ackerley
Communications,also stated his opposition to the ordinance stating that it was plastic surgery to
the Cambridge landscape.
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Mr. John Carroll, 1382 Beacon Street, Brookline, citing the fact that his family owned
business derives revenues from the placements of billboards and with passage of the ordinance
this revenue source would be lost.

Mr. Doug Matthews, 28 Seven Pines Avenue, Cambridge, stated his opposition to the
Ordinance and suggested creativity in finding solutions to problems.

Mr. Charles Fogel1, 25 Colgate Road, Roslindale, also stated his opposition to the
ordinance amendments.

The Committee then heard from Mr. Donald Drisdell, Deputy City Solicitor, for a legal
summary of the proposed ordinance. Mr. Drisdell stated that a thorough review of applicable
cases was undertaken in the drafting of the ordinance and it could withstand a legal challenge.

" Councillor Myers then offered the following motion: That the petition be forwarded to
the full City Council without recommendation.

Councillor Russell then offered the following substitute motion: That the petition remain
in committee.

On the substitute motion, the Chair ruled not a vote.

On a voice vote the main motion -

Carried.
,

Councillo.r Cyr then moved adjournment.

The hearing was adjourned at eight o'clock and two minutes p. m.

* A

For the Co mittee,

"L,') g
CouncillorFrancis H. Duehay

Chairman
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Report from the Ordinance Comittee for
a reconvened hearing held on Wednesday,

. ,

Feb. 6,1991 relative to a proposed amend-""" " '" " "

merit to the Zoning Ordinances regarding
Signs and Illuminations.

Im'

In City Council,

February 25, 1991
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