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IN CITY COUNCIL

January 14, 1991

VICE MAYOR REEVES

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

WHEREAS: The health and quality of life of all Cambridge citizens is of great concern
to this City Council; and

WHEREAS: Recent data from the National Center of Health Statistics reveal that life
expectancy for African-Americans has declined for the fourth straight
year, and the greatest decline was for Black men whose life expectancy
dropped from 65.2 years in 1987 to 64.9 years in 1988; and

WHEREAS: Never before, in the government’s history of compiling data has a U.S.
ethnic group lost time on its life span; and

WHEREAS: Reasons given for this alarming drop in life expectancy include AIDS,
homicides and suicides -- stress-related disease, diet, nutrition, exercise,
and substance abuse are also high on the list of factors threatening to turn
the African-American male into an "endangered species,"; and

WHEREAS: The Cambridge Health Policy Board is the appropriate agency to begin
formulating the City response to this situation; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the Cambridge City Council request the Cambridge Health Policy

Board to read the article in the December 26, 1990 issued of In These
Times, entitled "Living Fast, Dying Young in America’s Inner Cities,"
and develop a program of community outreach which might include
forums, brochures, and door-to-door canvassing to inform Cambridge
residents, particularly those in the African-American communities, on
such issues as diet, nutrition, exercise and stress-reduction.

In City Council January 14, 1991.

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; Q«ljpl, é. C-,\,om

ATTEST:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk
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CITY COUNCIL ORDER JANUARY 10, 1991 ﬁf ?'
VICE MAYOR REEVES

Declining Black Monalisy Rates 'n U. S, and Cambridge Health Policv Board

WHEREAS: The health an.d quality of 1ife of af! Cambidze cidzens is of great
& &
concern o this City Council, and
WHEREAS: Recent daia from the National Center for Health Statistics reveal

that life expectancy for African-Americass has declined for the fourth
siraight year, and the greatest decline was for Black men whose life
expectancy dropped from 65.2 years in 1987 10 64.9 vears in 1988,
and

WHEREAS: Never before, in the government‘s history of compiling data has
a U.S. ethnic group lost time on ite Ui aoan, and

WHEREAS: Reasons given for this atarming drop in life expectancy inclade
AlIDS, homicidas and suicides -- stress-relased disease, diet,
nuirition, exercise, and substance abuse are also high on the list of
factors threatening to tum the African-Amercan male into an
“endangered species,” and

WHEREAS: The Cambridge Health Policy Roard is the appropriate agency.
to begin formulating the City's response :o this situation, now
therefore be it
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ARSOLVED: Chai the Crmbidys Oy OoinaDrerset the Camb zge Healin

Pulicy Board to 1e2d the avicie in foe Decamber 26, 1990 issue
ofIn These Timss, entitled “Living Fast, Dying Young in America’s
Inner Cities,” ard develer a program of comimunity cutreach which
mignt include forums, brochurss, aad doos-so-door canvassing 10

N inform Carabridge residents, particularly those in the African-
American communities, on such issues as diet, mutrition, exercise and
siress-reduction.
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RESOLVED:

The health and quality of life of all Cambridge citizens is of great concern
to this City Council; and

Recent data from the National Center of Health Statistics reveal that life
expectancy for African-Americans has declined for the fourth straight
year, and the greatest decline was for Black men whose life expectancy
dropped from 65.2 years in 1987 to 64.9 years in 1988; and

Never before, in the government’s history of compiling data has a U.S.
ethnic group lost time on its life span; and

Reasons given for this alarming drop in life expectancy include AIDS,
homicides and suicides -- stress-related disease, diet, nutrition, exercise,
and substance abuse are also high on the list of factors threatemng to turn
the African-American male into an "endangered species,"; and

The Cambridge Health Policy Board is the appropriate agency to begin
formulating the City response to this situation; now therefore be it

That the Cambridge City Council request the Cambridge Health Policy
Board to read the article in the December 26, 1990 issued of In These
Times, entitled "Living Fast, Dying Young in America’s Inner Cities,"
and develop a program of community outreach which might include
forums, brochures, and door-to-door canvassing to inform Cambridge
residents, particularly those in the African-American communities, on
such issues as diet, nutrition, exercise and stress-reduction.
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outreach program re: diet, nutrition,
exercise and stress reduction.

In City Council,
January 14, 1991





