Demonstration for the Homeless
City Hall/ Cambridge, Massachusetts
PRESS RELEASE, May 1, 1987

As clergy and church people from Harvard Square we are
gathered here as representatives of religious people and homeless
people in Cambridgeto demonstrate our concern for the continuing
plight of the homeless in our community and across the nation.
We have been negotiating with the City and have found them to be
cooperative, but we only have short-term limited responses.
There are many more steps to be taken. We need to have a clearer
commitment, a public policy, a comprehensive plan, and a |
sufficient budget to aécomplish the following ends:
1. A cléar commitment by the City government provide yéar—round
shelter for homeless people in Cambridge (in addition to the
shelter provided by churches and private agencies).
2. In addition we look to the City to provide a permanent 24-
hour shelter and we call upon the City to use their resources and
expertise to aid the homeless in reintegrating into thé
community. Reintegration involves the full range of civic human
services accessible to the homeless, i.e., education, iobs,
housing, medical services, counseling, etc.

We see the role of the church to be an advocate for those
who do not have a voice and to work cooperatively with the City

in the attainment of these ends.

Contact Persons:

The Rev. Allen Happe - 547-2724
The Rev. Fred Reisz - 876-3256
The Rev. Edwin A. Lane - 876-7772
The Rev. Monica Styron - 776-1944
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Comm. from Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk,
transmitting a press release dated May 1, 1987
from clergy & church people from Harvard
Square-Re: the homeless people of Cambridge.
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In City Council,

May 4, 1987
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