CCM-101

Uity of Camhridge

7.

IN CITY COUNCIL

June 14, 1999

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

It has come to the attention of this City Council that there have been instances in which
young, growing families living in small houses in Cambridge and wanting to stay in
Cambridge have sought variances from the BZA to construct dormer additions to
accommodate their larger families; and

It has been reported that such applications have been denied even in cases where there
is no neighborhood opposition to such additions; and

Providing support for families who want to stay in Cambridge and raise their family
here is a very high policy priority of the City Council; and

While the BZA is bound to apply the law set forth MGL Chapter 40A to decide
variance applications, cases may arise in which there are equally plausible and legally
supportable outcomes under MGL Chapter 40A, one of which would further an
important City policy of helping to keep families in Cambridge, and one of which
would thwart that policy; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the City Solicitor and
the Chair of the BZA to provide a policy analysis of recent decisions on applications
for dormers or other small additions, such analysis to include the following:

1. What factors are considered
Can need for space to accommodate family growth constitute “hardship.”

3. Is there any consideration of the family’s need for space and the City’s policy of
helping to keep families in Cambridge.

4. If not, what would be required to achieve this policy goal; and be it further



ORDERED:  That the City Manager invite the members of the BZA to attend a meeting of the
Housing and Community Development Committee to discuss this analysis.

In City Council June 14, 1999.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of six members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- X9 )’/’W mmﬁ

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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June 14, 1999

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

It has come to the attention of this City Council that there have been instances in which
young, growing families living in small houses in Cambridge and wanting to stay in
Cambridge have sought variances from the BZA to construct dormer additions to
accommodate their larger families; and '

It has been reported that such applications have been denied even in cases where there
is no neighborhood opposition to such additions; and

Providing support for families who want to stay in Cambridge and raise their family
here is a very high policy priority of the City Council; and

bovh o
While the BZA is bes#d to apply the law set forth MGL Chapter 40A to decide
variance applications, cases may arise in which there are equally plausible and legally
supportable outcomes under MGL Chapter 40A, one of which would further an
important City policy of helping to keep families in Cambridge, and one of which
would thwart that policy; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the City Solicitor and
the Chair of the BZA to provide a policy analysis of recent decisions on applications
for dormers or other small additions, such analysis to include the following:

1. What factors are considered

2. Can need for space to accommodate family growth constitute “hardship.”

3. Is there any consideration of the family’s need for space and the City’s policy of
helping to keep families in Cambridge.

4. If not, what would be required to achieve this policy goal; and be it further

m That'the| Chair of th¢ Housing a Commu i Development Committee be requested

to / nv1te A to aring to e th1s i
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IN CITY COUNCIL

June 14, 1999

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR BORN

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

~it'has come to the attention of this City Councii that there have been instances in which

young, growing families living in small houses in Cambridge and wanting to stay in
Cambridge have sought variances from the BZA to construct dormer additions to
accommodate their larger families; and

It has been reported that such applications have been denied even in cases where there
is no neighborhood opposition to such additions; and

Providing support for families who want to stay in Cambridge and raise their family
here is a very high policy priority of the City Council; and

While the BZA is bound to apply the law set forth MGL Chapter 40A to decide
variance applications, cases may arise in which there are equally plausible and legally
supportable outcomes under MGL Chapter 40A, one of which would further an
important City policy of helping to keep families in Cambridge, and one of which
would thwart that policy; now therefore be it -«

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the City Solicitor and
the Chair of the BZA to provide a policy analysis of recent decisions on applications
for dormers or other small additions, such analysis to include the following:

1. What factors are considered

2. Can need for space to accommodate family growth constitute “hardship.”

3. Is there any consideration of the family’s need for space and the City’s policy of
helping to keep families in Cambridge.

4. If not, what would be required to achieve this policy goal; and be it further

That the City Manager invite the members of the BZA to attend a meeting of the
Housing and Community Development Committee to discuss this analysis.
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Consent Order #7 C M %OZ

Councillors Russell and Born re:
provide a policy analysis of recent
decisions of the BZA on applications
for dormers or other small additions.

In City Council June 14, 1999

1GROER ADOPTER





