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© RECEIVED BY
JFFICE OF CITY CLERE

Sep 9 4 25 PH T

SEPTEMEER 9, 1974 _
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. \**

TO: Cambridge City Council
FROM: THE COALITION TO COMBAT RACISM
RE: POLICE BRUTALITY AND RACIAL CONFLICTS AROUND

THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

We,\the'Coalitidn*td'Comhat‘RdCism would like

to be included on the agenda for the Cambridge

City Council Meeting on Monday'September'g;'1974.
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Coalition to Combat Racism requesting a
hearing. )
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Finally we consider the issue of racism of sufficient importance
that tiere is no one so powerful or so removed that taey can stand on
the sicelines and watch as some citizens in this city literally go
through hell. UWe intend to approach the mavor of the city, the state
and local representatives, the senators, Brooke and Kennedy, the Attor-

ney General and otuers in our effort to get to the bottom of this prob-
lem, here in our city.

We have already started to act. ke have been in touch with Sena-
tor srooke and the American Civil Liberties Union pursuant to the Fil-ey
ing of a uit against tne police department and city officials, charging
uenial of civil rigits under the 14th amendment to the Constitution.

@e demand that tue city council empower a public citizens investf-
gative unit to lTook into the practices of the Police Lepartrient of this
cicy. This Citizens Investigative Committee would have the following
powers in order to make it effective and capable of aelivering the kind
of report and recommendations tnat will deal with the question of rac-
ism and wrutality in tie Cambridge Folice Uepartment:

- 1. A directive from the City iianager to all personel in all city
agencies ordering them to fully cooperate with the committee.

Tnat the committee have a free hand in the investigation.

3. That the committee be composea of 12 people a majority of
whom come from tie Committee to Combat Racisit. The Comnmittee

0 Combet Racism will cinoose from its membership their own
representatives.

ro

4. That the investigative committee will have a staff of its own

choosing, including court reporters, secretarial help and leyg-
al aid. These shiall be provideu for by the City of Cambridge.

The Coalition to Combat Racism is presentdy made up or represent-
atives from the following organizations:

SLACK TEACHERS ASSOCIATION RIVERSIDE PLAWKING TEAI
BLACK COMCERNED PAKEWTS GLACK LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
HEL AWLKICA MOVEGEQT WAACP (WATLOWAL ASSOCIATION FOR
HASS . ALLIANCE AGATHST THE ADVAWCELEAT OF COLOKEJ PEOPLE)
RACIST w POLITICAL REPRESSIuit LISTGW CONHITTEE Id SULIDARITY
COWCERHED BLACK CITIZEWS HITH PUERTO RICO
CAUBRIUGE £ECONUKIC OPPORTUAITY  SCOM .
CONMITTEE THE HARU TIHES

issued: 9/7/74



STATEMEHT OF THE COALTION TO COHuAT RACISH

The primary problem facing all of tune citizens of Cambridge js
racisu. Ihis issde has surfaced most cricically in recent weeks in
tae activicies of tine Police uepartment of Cambridge. The Price and
Anuerson cases are but two of tue most flagrant examples of racist po-
lTice bewavior. There nave been others in the past for the problem of
racisin is of long stanaing.

Tue death of both John koree and Jay Price can be attributed to
the racism that exists in Camvridge and Cambridge's inability to deal
witn that. when racism is coupled witi police brutality the result is
explosive. Une example is tiuc failure of Cambridge agencies to respond
te requests of one slack family for aid. Racism in the form of a bru-
tal beating administered by police officers of tnis city is responsible
for tua permanent loss of eyesignt of one slack man, Clarence Anderson.

e qold the Police Chief accountable for the conduct of his police
officers. It is apparent tuat Police Ciief Reagan is not chief of a
police depariment waich eitner protects or respects all of the citizens
of Camuridge. e snould ve rewoved for cause.

Tie Police Chief is answeraule to the City i:anager. \We hold the
City ianayer responsible for the activities of nis Police Chief. e
call upon tne Lity ilanayer to fire the Police Chief or to admit he is
incapacie of managiuy tae city and resiyn.

In the past several years tneras have been many examples of police
srutality and raciswm. Always tne same police officers are involved.
The racist brutal police behavior tihat we find objectionable and repre-
iensive is typificu by police officers like surns, Hallice, Deluca,
ncCarthy, soyle, Loder, and Hussey. These officers siould be removed
from tae city payrcll for cause.

dhen cowplaints have Leen made to the police department about po-
lice Lenavior, Captain Kusick as head of the sureau of Internal Affairs
nas bLeen responsible for investigatin these charges. 74 cases have
passed across nis wesk this past year. The same police officers that
we have named were invelved in many of tuese cases. Yet not a single
police officer was Jisciplined. Tile gross failure on Captain Kusick's
part co discipline nis police officers, in snort, to do his job, has
resulted in a situation where the same officers are freed time and time
again o engage in brutal beatings and arrests. Captain Kusick should
pe removed for cause.

ie are not unmindful of the role other city agencies have played =
in @aintaining racist attitudes and practices in this city. For the
monient we are concentrating on tae police department, but the School
uepartment, the Welfare bLepartment, Tie Cambridge Housing Authority, and
and otuers also bear resyonsibility. e will be looking to see what
otier city agencies are doing to eliminate racism and racist practicies

in tnis city. Toe police department does not bear sole responsibility
for tae racism in Cambridge.

(OVER)



5 Callender Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts

RECEIVED Ry
IENRIT September 11, 1974

JEFICE OF ¢IT

S 1312 01 Pl 17y

City Clerk CAMBRIDGE, MAsS,
City of Cambridge
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Sir:

We request that the hearing scheduled for Monday, September
16th at 8 o'clock concerning both the Price and Anderson incidents
and the issues of police brutality and racism be changed to
Thursday, Septembe¥ 19th at the Martin Luther King School.

Furthermore we request thét the City council hold its regular
council meeting on Monday, September 23rd at the Martin Luther
King School. ' ‘

'we feel that the City Manéger, the Police Chief, and Captain
Kusack should be present at both meetings.

Sincerely,

The Coalition to Combat

Racism

Black Teachers Association ; Riverside Planning Team
Black Concerned Parents Black Lawyers Association
New America Movement NAACP (National Association
Mass. Alliance Against Racist and for the Advancement of

Political Repression Colored People
Concerned Black Citizens Boston Committee in Solidarity
Cambridge Economic Opportunity With Puerto Rico

Committee : BCON

The Hard Times

ce; Attorney General Quinn, GGVernor Sargent, Senator Brooke, Senator
Kennedy, Ediltors of the Chronicle, Real Paper, Globe, Phoenix
%gg State Banner, WCAS, WGBH, WBCN, WILD, WTBS, WBUR, WCVB, WNAC,



Comm. from the Coalition to Combat Racism
esting meeting to be transferred to

, *‘reqﬁ
_the Martin Iather King.

C e -~

In City Council,
Sept. 16, 197k
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