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Cambridge Clty Council June 19, 1994
City Clerk, City Hall, Cambrldge '

Dear Council,

I am writing to you regarding the reconstruction of Elmer street.
This work has been almost equivalent to building a completely new
street. The road surface and sub surface are being dug up and
replaced. The sidewalks have been removed, new curbstones laid, and
new sidewalks poured. The gas main was replaced, and a new drainage
system installed.

- The project has been mostly satisfactory; the work was sorely needed.
One aspect is unfortunately quite unsatisfactory. Before the work,
there was a sidewalk on only one side of the street. This was fine,
the street is very quiet, almost everyone just walks down the middle
of the street. As part of the work, a second concrete sidewalk has
been installed along the other side of the street. The project
engineer, Abdul Alkhatib, reassured several residents along the street
that this additional sidewalk would not impact our parking.

Our neighborhood has an impossible parking situation as it is. I know
that parking is tough all around Cambridge, but it is particularly bad
here. Before the street reconstruction, Elmer street had only four
spots for a street with well over 30 units of housing in six '
buildings. Now it turns out that we will lose all four spots that we
had before construction. I do not want this new sidewalk, and I don't
think there is anyone who is planning on using it.

It is a very odd sidewalk. (Please refer to the diagram being
submitted separately.) It is an extremely narrow sidewalk, much
narrower than a typical sidewalk. The sidewalk is also not very
continuous: starting at one end of Elmer street there is about 140
feet of sidewalk, then 130 feet without the sidewalk (due to head-on
parking for an apartment building), then another section of sidewalk
about 50 feet long. The sidewalk creates a (one-way) street that is
16 feet wide. This is four feet wider than required for a one-way
street, but between two and four feet narrower than needed for a one-
way street with parking.

We, the residents were never consulted about what would be good for
our neighborhood in regards to this work. Now we will have a wide,
barren, one way street without parking. The City has spent time and
money installing a sidewalk which the neighborhood does not want. I
would like at least the sectlon of sidewalk that is blocking our
parking removed.

Sincerely, /15“6 L;ngéQQVV
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Dear Council,

I am writing to you regarding the reconstruction of Elmer street.
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new sidewalks poured. The gas main was replaced, and a new drainage
system installed.

The project has been mostly satisfactory; the work was sorely needed.
One aspect is unfortunately quite unsatisfactory. Before the work,
there was a sidewalk on only one side of the street. This was fine,
the street is very quiet, almost everyone just walks down the middle
of the street. As part of the work, a second concrete sidewalk has
been installed along the other side of the street. The project
engineer, Abdul Alkhatib, reassured several residents along the street
that this additional sidewalk would not impact our parking.

Our neighborhood has an impossible parking situation as it is. I know
that parking is tough all around Cambridge, but it is particularly bad
here. Before the street reconstruction, Elmer street had only four
spots for a street with well over 30 units of housing in six
buildings. Now it turns out that we will lose all four spots that we
had before construction. I do not want this new sidewalk, and I don't
think there is anyone who is planning on using it.

It is a very odd sidewalk. (Please refer to the diagram being
submitted separately.) It is an extremely narrow sidewalk, much
narrower than a typical sidewalk. The sidewalk is also not very
continuous: starting at one end of Elmer street there is about 140
feet of sidewalk, then 130 feet without the sidewalk (due to head-on
parking for an apartment building), then another section of sidewalk
about 50 feet long. The sidewalk creates a (one-way) street that is
16 feet wide. This is four feet wider than required for a one-way
street, but between two and four feet narrower than needed for a one-
way street with parking.

We, the residents were never consulted about what would be good for
our neighborhood in regards to this work. Now we will have a wide,
barren, one way street without parking. The City has spent time and
money installing a sidewalk which the neighborhood does not want. I
would like at least the section of sidewalk that is blocking our
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Sincerely,
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Dear Council,

I am writing to you regarding the reconstruction of Elmer street.
This work has been almost equivalent to building a completely new
street. The road surface and sub surface are being dug up and
replaced. The sidewalks have been removed, new curbstones laid, and
new sidewalks poured. The gas main was replaced, and a new drainage
system installed.

The project has been mostly satisfactory; the work was sorely needed.
One aspect is unfortunately quite unsatisfactory. Before the work,
there was a sidewalk on only one side of the street. This was fine,
the street is very quiet, almost everyone just walks down the middle
of the street. As part of the work, a second concrete sidewalk has
been installed along the other side of the street. The project
engineer, Abdul Alkhatib, reassured several residents along the street
that this additional sidewalk would not impact our parking.

Our neighborhood has an impossible parking situation as it is. I know
that parking is tough all around Cambridge, but it is particularly bad
here. Before the street reconstruction, Elmer street had only four
spots for a street with well over 30 units of housing in six
buildings. Now it turns out that we will lose all four spots that we
had before construction. I do not want this new sidewalk, and I don't
think there is anyone who is planning on using it.

It is a very odd sidewalk. (Please refer to the diagram being
submitted separately.) It is an extremely narrow sidewalk, much
narrower than a typical sidewalk. The sidewalk is also not very
continuous: starting at one end of Elmer street there is about 140
feet of sidewalk, then 130 feet without the sidewalk (due to head-on
parking for an apartment building), then another section of sidewalk
about 50 feet long. The sidewalk creates a (one-way) street that is
16 feet wide. This is four feet wider than required for a one-way
street, but between two and four feet narrower than needed for a one-
way street with parking. '

We, the residents were never consulted about what would be good for
our neighborhood in regards to this work. Now we will have a wide,
barren, one way street without parking. The City has spent time and
money installing a sidewalk which the neighborhood does not want. I
would like at least the section of sidewalk that is blocking our
parking removed.

Sincerely,
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Dear Council,

I am writing to you regarding the reconstruction of Elmer street. I
have tried to work cooperatively with the Department of Public Works
on this subject, but I have been unsuccessful.

I got involved in this issue when the curb stones were laid for a new
sidewalk along the street (previously we had a sidewalk on only one

_ side of the street). The project engineer, Abdul Alkhatib, had
assured me, and others on the street, that the parking along the
street would be preserved. When I saw how narrow the street would be,
I called Abdul because I was sure a mistake had been made; he said °
things were fine. After many calls from me, he contacted the traffic
department, and found that the street was in fact too narrow to allow
parking, as a result of the new sidewalk. :

. Our neighborhood has an impossible parking situation as it is. I know
that parking is tough all around Cambridge, but it is particularly bad
here. Before the street reconstruction, Elmer street had only four
spots for a street with well over 30 units of housing in six
buildings.

I suggested to various people at the Department of Public Works that
they simply not install the new sidewalk. I spoke to Commissioner
Ralph Dunphy in mid-May, when the sidewalk was less than half
completed. He said that the department always installed sidewalks
down both sides of every street. The reasons he gave were: it is
expected in a city, it is what the pedestrians want, it is what most
people want. I told him that I thought our neighborhood wanted to NOT
have a sidewalk on both sides of our street, and I would speak to my
neighbors to make sure I was not the only one who cared about this
situation. He promised to let me know well in advance of construction
resuming on the street, so we could reach an "amicable solution" (his
words) to this situation.

I was startled last Thursday when a crew showed up and completed
laying the sidewalk. Since then I have spoken to ten residents (about
one third, I think) of Elmer street. None of them were evenaware that
we were losing the parking along Elmer street. All of them would like
to see the street without the new sidewalk. All of the residents also
expressed an interest in signing a letter to that effect. I hope to
have that signed letter in time for the next council meeting.



To Summarize, I, and all of the residents I have spoken to so far, do
not understand why the city is putting in this new sidewalk. We feel
it does not serve a need for ouf neighborhéod, and in fact creates a
problem. I would like the sidewalk (only about 70 feet) removed
before the street is dug up and re-paved. I will have a letter to
that effect for the council next week, signed by residents.

Sincer %

Be _Blout

~ cc: Bob Healy
cc: Richard Rossi
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Dear Council,

I am writing to you regarding the reconstruction of Elmer street. I
have tried to work cooperatively with the Department of Public Works
on this subject, but I have been unsuccessful.

I got involved in this issue when the curb stones were laid for a new
sidewalk along the street (previously we had a sidewalk on only one
side of the street). The project engineer, Abdul Alkhatib, had
assured me, and others on the street, that the parking along the
street would be preserved. When I saw how narrow the street would be,
I called Abdul because I was sure a mistake had been made; he said
things were fine. After many calls from me, he contacted the traffic
department, and found that the street was in fact too narrow to allow
parking, as a result of the new sidewalk. '

Oour neighborhood has an impossible parking situation as it is. I know
that parking is tough all around Cambridge, but it is particularly bad
here. Before the street reconstruction, Elmer street had only four
spots for a street with well over 30 units of housing in six
buildings.

I suggested to various people at the Department of Public Works that
they simply not install the new sidewalk. I spoke to Commissioner
Ralph Dunphy in mid-May, when the sidewalk was less than half
completed. He said that the department always installed sidewalks
down both sides of every street. The reasons he gave were: it is
expected in a city, it is what the pedestrians want, it is what most
people want. I told him that I thought our neighborhood wanted to NOT
have a sidewalk on both sides of our street, and I would speak to my
neighbors to make sure I was not the only one who cared about this
situation. He promised to let me know well in advance of construction
resuming on the street, so we could reach an "amicable solution" (his
words) to this situation. -

I was startled last Thursday when a crew showed up and completed
laying the sidewalk. Since then I have spoken to ten residents (about
one third, I think) of Elmer street. None of them were evenaware that
we were losing the parking along Elmer street. All of them would like
to see the street without the new sidewalk. All of the residents also
expressed an interest in signing a letter to that effect. I hope to
have that signed letter in time for the next council meeting.



To Summarize, I, and all of the residents I have spoken to so far, do
not understand why the city is putting in this new sidewalk. We feel
it does not serve a need for our neighborhood, and in fact creates a
problem. I would like the sidewalk (only about 70 feet) removed
before the street is dug up and re-paved. I will have a letter to
that effect for the council next week, signed by residents.

Sincerely,

Ben Blout

cc: Bob Healy
cc: Richard Rossi
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Comm. from Ben Blout, 11 Hingham Street,Q}aQ_
in opposition to the construction of a new

sidewalk on Elmer Street.

In City Council,

June 20, 1994
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