Ronnie Watson
Police Commissioner

Harold F. Murphy
Superintendent

David J. Degou
Superintendent

Michael D. Giacoppo
Deputy Superintendent

Yvonne M. Hall
Deputy Superintendent

Thomas F. O’Connor
Deputy Superintendent

Gloria A. Pimentel
Deputy Superintendent

Lt. Steven Williams
Comnunity Relations

Mr. Raymond Santilli
Planning, Budget /
& Personnel !

Officer Frank Pasquaréllo

June 11, 1997

Mr. Robert W. Healy
City Manager
Subject: City Council Order # 74, dated 6/2/97

Sir:

Enclosed are the Police and Fire Departments’ reports on the recent fire at the
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Station. It was determined that the fire began in an outside window well with the
careless disposal of a cigarette by a passerby. The debris in the window well caught

fire and, since the window was open, some internal damage occurred.

-

moxthly basis.

onsible for monthly inspections of these conditions.

Ronnje Watson
Police Commissioner

RW:sme

enclosures

cc: Superintendent Harold Murphy, Operations Division
Superintendent David Degou, Support Services Division

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
5 WESTERN AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

Custodial staff have clear}‘ed out and will continue to clean the window wells on a
Basement windows will remain closed. Deputy Superintendent



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

TO: Commissioner Ronnie Watson DATE: May 29, 1997

FROM: - Deputy Superintendent Gloria Pimentel
Administration Section

SUBJECT: Station Fire Ref: #35
Sir:

Pursuant to your directive, the following is the listing of damages which
were incurred during the fire in the basement of the building on May 23, 1997:

Room B-8
1. solid core door 41 x 83 inch
2. door lock broken

Room B-10

1. 31 x 42 window glass destroyed

1. insulation along wall destroyed
Room B-11

1. 35 x 83 inch solid core door

2. lock smashed

3. (2) windows 31x42 inches smashed

Repairs will be done by Public Works. Tentative arrangements have been made with Robert
Simard of Public Works. Fire extinguishers which were used by police officers to quell fire have been
refilled.

Included please find a report from the Fire Department relative to the cause of the fire. Fire
Department personnel determined that fire began in window well with careless disposal of

cigarette. Custodial staff has been told to clean out these areas, at least once a month. Inspections of
this area will be conducted by Administration Section on monthly basis to assure compliance.

Further follow-up will be conducted.
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CITY OF CAMBRIﬁ GE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Date: May 24,1997 AM.

Report by Off. Oswaldo Ortiz -
Officer Badge #: 352 Subject: Fire at station
' _ ~ Date and Time
Assignment: BPU of Occurrence: AM.
Directed to: Sgt. Paul Sugrue Action -
Requested:

Sgt., .

Yesterday at 2:30pm. While at the station in the BPU office. I detected a strong burning -
odor and smoke coming from the room next door. I immediately radio to communication of
smoke showing from the electrical room. I than ran to the first floor and pulled the fire box
to evacuate the building. Running back to the basement I was met by Officer S. Ahern who
had a battering ram in his possession and was waiting for the fire extinguishers to arrive.
Officer Donofrio, T. Ahern, Lauzier and Sgt. Sugrue arrived with fire extinguishers.
Officer S. Ahern struck the door to the electrical room and opened it. Officer Donofrio and
T. Ahern attempted to enter the room but do to heavy black smoke they where not
successful. At this time Cambridge fire arrived. Sgt. Sugre then told myself and T. Ahern to
check the bldg. For any occupants.

5«}5 ectfully Su%nittﬁi
- o~ ‘
%;ecr e ot

P650 (Rev.11/95). Retain a copy for your records



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Date: May 24,1997 9:30 A.M.
Report by Officer Thomas R. Ahern :
Officer Badge #: 265 Subject: Fire at station
- Date and Time
Assignment: BPU of Occurrence: May 23,1997 2:30 P.M.
Directedto: Sgt. Paul Sugrue Action
Requested:

‘Sgt.,

Yesterday at 2:30 PM, while at the intersection of River and Green I heard Officer Ortiz
and Sgt. Jones call on the radio that there was smoke and flame showing at the station. I
immediately pulled my cruiser to the corner of Green and Western and observed Sgt. Jones
looking into the window well at the front of the station. I opened the trunk of the cruiser,
retrieved the fire extinguisher and ran to where Sgt. Jones was standing. Arriving at the
window I observed smoke and flame coming from the well. I activated the extinguisher
and knocked down most of the flame but there was still some flame remaining that I could
not reach from my position. Sgt. Jones and I then began to run into the station, entering
the station we met Superintendent Murphy who stated to us that the fire was in the boiler
or mechanics room. Running to the basement we joined with Officer Donofrio who was in
possession of a large fire extinguisher. Arriving in the basement, I observed officers Ortiz,
Lauzier, Stephen A. Ahern and Sgt. Paul Sugrue. Officer Stephen Ahern had a battering
ram in his hands and was waiting for the extinguishers to arrive. Officer Ahern struck the
door to the mechanics room twice and opened it. When the door opened, heavy black
smoke began to roll from the room, causing those of us near the door to drop to our knees.
Officer Donofrio and I attempted to enter the room but the heavy smoke made it
impossible enter without protection. We then returned to the front of station where with
both extinguishers we were able to extinguish all visible flame. At this time Cambridge fire
units begun to arrive and take positions around the station. Sgt. Sugrue then told Officer
Ortiz and myself to check the station to make sure all occupants were out of the building.
Sgt. Sugrue checked the second floor while Officer Ortiz and I checked the third and
fourth floors. During this time the fire alarm was sounding. I found no one on the 3" floor
but Officer Ortiz came down from the 4" floor with Mrs. Pat Winters. After this we exited
the building and remained outside until the Fire Department called the building clear.
Respectfully Submitted,

Officer Thomas R. Ahern # 265
/O
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P650 (Rev.11/95). Retain a copy for your records ¢



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TeL 349-4300
Fax. 349-4307

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSS!
Deputy City Manager

June 16, 1997

To The Honorable, The City Council: .

Please find attached a response to Awaiting Report Item No. 21, regarding a report on
the recent fire at the Police Station and the condition of the Station, received from Police

Commissioner Ronnie Watson.
Very truly yours, j ,
Robert W. Healy
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City Manager

RWH/mec
attachment
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Regaﬁﬁﬁné{a report on the récent fire
at the Pdlice Station and the condition
of the Station. 1)

In City Council June 16, 1997.





