iTESTmDNY BEFORE THE mg}yfﬁ%‘v’é}@ EROINANCES, JUNE 15, 1984

EOF CITY CLERK

My name is Fred@rch d I am pFDBldEﬂt of the Cambridge
o 1 7

Civic fAssociation. k&ﬂﬁmﬁﬁlcally supports strong

‘pratectlan m% human rlghﬁﬁﬂén all aspects.

HIDGE, MASS.

It is un%mrtunute thmt such ordinances are needed. Cambridge

o owould be a much b@iter city if people were not discriminated
against because mf their color, country of birth, economic status,

S8H SEhua1_mr1anLaL10n or for any other rsason. It would be a
better city if city services, housing, and smployment were

o available'aqually’tm all.

7Unvor£uh ﬂl:ezlﬂyf..l this is not the case. You do not need to be

renlmd@d ‘again of the Massachusetts Commission Against

"Discrimination’s Tinding that there is discrimination in housing
i Canbrldggf that people of color, for example, do not always get

arn equal ch&nca'tm"gat housing here.

I also &qucmt hat poor people, families on welfare, and people

of color do not- have adequate information about the availability
af housing, especially rent-controlled housing. Many units, I

suspect, are passed from one tenant to another by word of mouth,
so that low and moderate income people do not even have a chance

to find out about them.

Emhlmymehthﬁpartunities are equally limited. While some city
departments have made admirable progress in hiring and promoting

yfwmmen and pempl& of colar, othere are still bastions of white
comales. :

'In the Grdlnmncea before this comnlttau there are three particular

points which g should be included in the final ordinance whlgh you
present to the City Council. First, it must cover & broad range of
areas where people might be discriminated against and a broad
number of so-called "reasons" for discriminating. Im particular,
it should prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation, family status, income source, and disability, in
addition to the diécriminatians profibited in traditional civil
rights legislation. I can sees no reason to condone discrimination

Cor bilas under any tircumatanceaa

leatdnd;.it.ir_1mportmnt that these ordinances create a single

agency where anyone can go who has a complaint about

Codiscrimination.  Presently, there are too many different offices

and. agencies, Clt}, state, and federal, and it can be difficult to
know where to- gq, let alone whether there is anyplace to go.

"Third, these ﬁrmpdsalé should give the agency the powsr to obtain

testimony, set fines, and move the case to a higher authority if

mediation should fail to reach a solution.

I urg@Athia :Dmmitteayta recommend, the strongest possible measures

to prdtéctvthe‘rights of ow citizens.
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Mr. Faul Healy, City Clerk

City Hall

Cambridge, Massachusetts 0213%

Hr, Healys

- Attached is & copy of my remarks made on June 19 to the Committee

on Ordinances concerning proposed Human Rights ordinances. I

assume that these remarks will be entered

RN '
Sincerely,

Frederick K. @vy
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Comm. from Fredeyick R. Levy, Pres., CCA
transmitting a cBpy of his remarks of

June 19, 1984 t{éihe Committee on Ordinances
concerning the proposed human rights ordin-
ances.

In City Council,

June 25, 1984
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