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Mr. Ned Casey RECEIVED
Director of Cable Television
Office of Cable Television JHUL 2% 1901
449 Broadway T
Cambridge, MA 0213¢°

Dear Mr. Casey:

Continental Cablevision has reviewed Mr. Krohn's May 1,
1991 letter to Councillor Walsh.

In this letter, Mr. Krohn inquires about the feasibility of
providing SCOLA, the foreign language channel, on the
Educational Access channnel 36 or WRLS Rindge and Latin
Channel 47.

Scott Nickerson, our Technical Manager, and Frank Yaskin,
the Outside Plant Supervisor, have analyzed several options to
deliver SCOLA programming to the schools' channels.

It was determined that some additional equipment will be
needed to be purchased to allow insertion of SCOLA programming
onto the school's channels. The cost of these materials will
be approximately $4800 and will allow the current satellite
receiving antenna at the Cambridge Rindge and Latin School to
pick-up and distribute SCOLA on channel 36 or 47.

We at Continental Cablevision have two questions that are
of interest to us. ’

1. In regards to the programming costs for SCOLA, who
will be responsible for the ongoing fees for its
carriage?

2. Concerning the capital requirements for this project,
where would the funds come from?
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While we recognize the merits of this project, Continental
is not prepared at this time to provide funding, as we
currently have two 24 hour foreign language channels that we
feel meet the needs of our community. On April 1, 1991,
Continental Cablevision launched The International Channel.
This network provides foreign language programming and special
events from 14 countries around the world. We also carry
Univision, a 24 hour Spanish network, on Channel 52.

I would like the opportunity to discuss this project
further with you should the City decide to carry SCOLA.

Sincerely,

Philip S. Rip
General Manager
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IN CITY COUNCIL

May 13, 1991

COUNCILLOR WALSH

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

That the City Manager request the Director of the City’s Cable TV Office to
examine the possibility and feasibility, fiscally, technologically and community-
service wise, of the suggestion in the attached letter from Cambridge resident
Kenneth B. Krohn for additional SCOLA foreign language cable service here
in the city; and be it further

That the City Manager report back to the Council on this matter at his early

~convenience so that a hearing by the Council’s Cable TV & Communications
. Committee can be scheduled on the findings.

In City Council May 13,1991. .-
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

(]eufj-éﬁ.(:w—.ﬁ—

Joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk

A true copy;

ATTEST:-
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Kenneth B. Krohn, Phbb.
12 Arnold Clrcle, N® 7 »
Cambridge, MA 02138-2212

;} 576-0961
7) 661-4589

Tglaphdnes: 56‘;
) 462-8870 (Fex)
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May 1, 1981

Hon. Witllam H. Walsh, Esq.
~ Chairman, Cable Subcommiitee
;26 Hurlbut Street ,
I Cambridge, MA 02138

re: Suggestion for addltional forelgn langudge cable service

' Cambridge Community TV (CCTV} several weeks ago Initiated an excellent sarvice
which consliste of cablecasting on charnel 54 the SCOLA forelgn language edusational

. gervics,

" The SCOLA forelgn language ervice operaies 24 hours & day and consisis of a
contiruous serles of rebroadcasts of recent televislon news programs In the orl?lnal
- version ﬁin the language of the transmitting country which usuglly ls not English) from a
wide variety of different countries; l.e, lran, Saudl Arabla, Jordan, Germany, Franca,
Spaln, Mexico, Chile, Brazll, USSR, Turkey, Taiwan, Creece, italy, Paﬁaua New Guines,
- Holland, Egypt, Latvia, Lithuania, Croatla, Slovenla, Poland, Algerla, Libya, Sweden,
~ Indla, Cman, lerael, Sweden, Malayala, Kenya and Korea. SCOLA ltself is & non-profit
 organieation based In Omaha, Neoraska,

3 Dear_douncllo'rtWalah:

CCTV cablecasts the SCOLA foralgn language service whenever channel 54 Is not
otherwige baing used for prograimming locally orlalnated by CCTV, which local

rogramming generally takes place from about 5:00 p.m. through midnight each day,
neiuding weekends. Thus, the SCOLA service Is used as a eort of flil-in during off-
hours and is cablecasted from about midnight through 5:00 p.m. each day.

The SCOLA forelgn language service Is picked up by CCTV's satelllis digh and ls
licensed through MCE {Maesachueetts Corporatlon for Educational
Telocommunications), a local non-profit educational corporation, for Iangua?a
Instructional uss In the Cambridge Public Schools. The additional usa of this service for
cablscasting to the public Is without Incremental cost.

In mz ?In!on the SCOLA forelgn language service ls so good that It is a pity for it to be
blanked out every evening by CCTV's local programming. From m&aolm of view It la
particularly unforiunate that the mejor weekly French language SCOLA broadcests,
which occur from 4:45 p.m. through 7:30 p.m. on Saturday and frorm 4:45 p.m. through
10:00 p.m. on Sunday cannot be sesn because of the blank out. Continental
Cablsvision used to provide a full-time Franch language station, KSH from
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from Kennsth B. Krohn to Hon, Willam H. Walsh, Esq,
May 1, 1981 '

Sherbrooke, Quabec but was obliged to discontinue that sarvice a few years ago
bscauss of drastlcly Increscsd royaity teae.)

The suggestion which | wisii to make to the Cable Subcomilfise Is thet the SCOLA
forelgn language sarvice be cablecasted In the avenlnga, at least on weekends, over
ane of the two virtually unused channels controlled by the Cambridge School
Departmerit; |.e., elther channel 36 (the Cambridge Educational Channel) or channel 47
(WRLS Rindge Latin). -~ ' . ‘ ; .

It would seem reasonable to make tha SCOLA 1ors’i%n language service, which after all
ls aducational programm!ng acquired for use In the Cambridge School D artment,
avallabie to the general public on ons of the School Department's channels, particularly

when thess channaels are so undsr-utllized.

| bellave that my suggestion could be !‘mpl_omented at littie or no cost.

1 would ﬁ'p"rsolate.f {our cdnéidgratlon of this auggestion at the upconﬁlng annugl hearing
on cable televislon In Cambridge scheduled to be held on'May 9, 1881, |

| Sincerely yours,
|  Kenneth B.Krohn
X0! Nad-quéy,'Cémmlsslonef
Cambridge Cable TV Office

449 Broadwa o
Cambridge, MA 02138
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TeL 349-4300
Fax. 349-4307

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager !

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

August 7, 1991
XYty G XXEKKK

To The Honorable, The City Council:

&/

With regard to AWaiting Report Itém No. 25, relative to additional SCOLA foreign
language cable service, please find attached a response from Philip S. Ripa, General Manager

of Continental Cablevision..

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

- RWH/mev
attachment

100% Recycled Paper

Very @4 yours,
s



CONSENT AGENDA ITEM # 31
| g -9e
‘Awaiting Report Item # 25, regarding

additional SCOLA foreign language
cable service.

In City Council,
August 7, 1991
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