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Cambridge Residents for Growth Management

1657 Cambridge Street, Suite 3 - Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
tel: (617) 354-0051 - email: crgm@usa.net - web:http://member.tripod.com/cram

June 3, 1999

~ Cambridge City Council s
City Hall S
Cambridge, Massachusetts I

. For the Roundtable of June 7 and Council Meeting of June 14: SPAN “Support the
People and Nel,qhborhoods of Cambridge, a statement in support of zomng refogn

The Honorable, the City Council:

We support the Council’s decision to address the issues of growth management and rezoning at
its first round table workshop meeting, on June 7.

We believe that growth management and rezoning belong near the top of the Council’s agenda
because new commercial development is rapidly destroying the things that make Cambridge a
great place for all kinds of people to live and work.
e Massive new buildings wall the East Cambridge nelghborhood off from the Charles
River and threaten the same for Cambridgeport.
¢ In the middle of the city, green spaces are rapidly being paved and built on and
existing low and medium-rise neighborhoods are being walled in by new high-rises.
o To the west, new offices and superstores are spilling across the Alewife Brook flood
plain.
o City wide, traffic congestion is going up.
¢ The higher demand for housing drives rents up and tenants and small businesses out.
Too much new, commercial development works against our city. This development is permitted
by policies and zoning laws inherited from the past.

These policies and zoning laws must be at the top of the Council’s agenda because the Council,
and only the Council, has the authority to change these policies and laws.... We should allow only
development that works for our city, its people and its neighborhoods.

CRGM has circulated a petition of support for zoning reform. It is called the SPAN Resolution,
“Support the People and Neighborhoods” of Cambridge. Already over two hundred residents
from all corners of the city have endorsed this statement. More are signing it every week. A

~ copy of the Resolution and a list of endorsers are attached.

As you consider zoning reform, on the 7th and later, we urge you to act promptly and effectively
to protect Cambridge’s future. A large and growing number of residents support this effort.

Y N \mx& 6

Philip Sego ' / John Pitkin Wendy Baring- Gould

Sincerely



»

SUPPORT THE PEOPLE AND NEIGHBORHOODS (SPAN) OF CAMBRIDGE:
THE WHY

HEREAS SIX YEARS AGO in Cambridge’s Growth Policy Document the City government put
\ N 2 forth a vision to guide Cambridge into the future; and

Whereas essential parts of this vision are a vibrant, stable, diverse population, an environment where
families with children can thrive, and good housing available for different kinds of households at a wide
range of income levels; and

Whereas these goals continue to have the support of a broad range of residents; and

Whereas continued, rapid development as allowed and encouraged by the City’s policies and zoning

- regulations has greatly increased the City’s tax revenues but has also expanded the number of personnel

in local businesses and institutions at a rate that threatens the diversity of Cambridge’s population and
the vitality of its neighborhoods; and

Whereas continued rapid growth in personnel adds to the demand for housing in Cambridge, drives up
market rents and reduces the supply of housing affordable by households of low and moderate income
and thereby reduces the City’s economic and racial diversity; and

Whereas this growth has brought traffic that taxes the capacity of our streets, causes undue congestion
and disrupts life in residential neighborhoods; and

Whereas this development has increased the need for public open space and at the same time sharply
diminished the opportunities to create new playing fields and recreational open space to meet this need,;
and

Whereas development and other construction have been associated with recent increases in the frequency
and extent of flooding in the area of the North Cambridge flood plain; and

Whereas the City Council in 1997 endorsed a two year rezoning study, and the Commuhity Development
Department, Planning Board and Citywide Growth Management Advisory Committee have been
working on that study for the past year; and

Whereas the City’s Acting Assistant City Manager for Community Development has stated that
comprehensive revision of zoning limits (floor-to-area ratios) by October 1, 1999, is a fea31ble goal for
the rezoning study; and

Whereas the City Council has passed an Interim Planning Overlay Petition (IPOP), which reduces the
volume of large commercial developments while the rezoning study is carried out; and

Whereas these interim limits are due to expire on October 1, 1999; and

Whereas a resumption of rapid commercial development under current City policies and zoning
regulations, in spite of possible financial benefits to the City government, will in the end undo all of our
efforts and hopes for Cambridge’s future as a living city with thriving neighborhoods and a rich mix of
people;

Therefore.... (over)

Cambridge Residents for Growth Management, 1657 Cambridge St. #3, Cambridge 02138
(617) 354-0051, email: crgm@usa.net, website: http://members.tripod.com/crgm



SUPPORT THE PEOPLE AND NEIGHBORHOODS (SPAN) OF CAMBRIDGE:
THE RESOLUTION '

4

E, THE UNDERSIGNED

Support equitable, sustainable reductions, by October 1, 1999, in the rate and amount of development
‘and growth in jobs and personnel encouraged by City policies and allowed by zoning regulations;

Support strict enforcement of the interim zoning limits between now and October 1, 1999;

Urge all Cambridge residents to support the City’s rezoning study (Growth Management Advisory
Process); and further '

Urge that all of the issues enumerated above be given appropriate weight in the drafting of adjustments
to the City’s policies and zoning regulations.

Signature Print Name _ . |Affiliation (if applicable)
Address and zip email
Phone

Are you registered to vote? yes no

Signature Print Name Affiliation (if applicable)
Address and zip email
Phone

Are you registered to vote?  yes no

Signature Print Name - Affiliation (if applicable)
Address and zip email
Phone

Are you registered to vote? yes no

Signature Print Name Affiliation (if applicable)
Address and zip email
Phone

Are you registered to vote? yes no

Signature Print Name Affiliation (if applicable)
Address and zip : email
Phone

Are you registered to vote? yes no

Signature Print Name Affiliation (if applicable)
Address and zip email
Phone

Are you registered to vote? yes no

Make copies of this page to add more signatures. Retum this to CRGM, 1657 Cambridge St. #3, Cambridge 02138



~ Endorsers of SPAN Cambridge Petition

(organizations indicate affiliation only) ;. -

R R

through 5/26/99 1

Z1P CODE 02141 Ann Collette, Creighton-Porter- : ;

Joseph J. Avin Regent, Porter Square NA, NCSC ZIP CODE 02139

Steve Bikofsky, East Cambridge LeRoy Cragwell Jennifer Audley
Planning Team, President Arlene R. Dale Wendy Baring-Gould

Barbara Broussard, East Cambridge * Chris Deery Jarrett Tomas Barrios, State
Planning Team Dan Dewey Representative

Jose De Freitas Robert S. Everts Peter J. Berry

Mary De Freitas Carol Fackler Terry Canavan

Maryanne Donofrio, East Cambridge
Planning Team

Juliet Faithfull

Alfred B. Fantini, Cambridge School
Committee, former member

Joseph G. Grassi, Cambridge School
Committee

Andrew Hapgood, Ward Three
Democratic Chair

Philip Higonnet, East Cambridge
Planning Team

Chuck Hinds, East Cambridge
Planning Team, former President

A. Feora Lane

Shannon M. Larkin

Jacob Leed

Mary Leed

Stephen Lenhart

Betty Luther

Francis C. Manganelli, East
Cambridge Planning Team

Rose A. Manganelli, East Cambridge
Planning Team

Terry McGinty

Heidi Pinton

Guangwen Tang

Diane Vendetti

Richard Vendetti, East Cambridge
Planning Team, former President

Theresa Vendetti

Dot Vetrano, East Cambridge
Planning Team

Cynthia Wall, East Cambridge
Planning Team, Vice President

Henry H. Wortis

Rochelle P. Wortis

ZIP CODE 02140
Donald Bruce Abrams
Debra R. Biba

Lisa Birk

Jason Boeckh
Darlene Bonislawski
Mike Bonislawski
Elizabeth K. Boyer
Michael J. Brandon
Isabel Carreras
Ernest Carreras
Richard D. Clarey

Mitzi Fennel, Creighton Street
Neighborhood Association

William Fisher, Porter Square and
Creighton Street Neigh. Assns.

H.A.Crosby Forbes, Harvard Square
Defense Fund

Neva Fowler, Harvard Square Defense
Fund

Joseph Gerson

Lani Gerson

Dottie Giacobbe

Hannah Goodwin

Lisa Gould

Joan Green

Katrin J. Hallen

Hope L. Hayden Kelley

Joseph Joseph

Daniel Kamman

Seymour Kellerman, North
Cambridge Stabilization Committee

Craig Kelley, North Cambridge
Stabilization Committee

Jana M. Kiely

Robert Kiely

Gail Lemily

Andrew S.A. Levine

Fred Levy

Joanne K. Madden

Susan Maguire

Kate Mattes

Howard Medwed, Harvard Square
Defense Fund

Paul Miranda

Timothy J. Murphy

Roberta Pasternak

Wendy Pomeroy, Creighton Street
Neighborhood Association

Lucie Prinz

. Deane Rykerson, Porter Square

Neighborhood Association

- Mark J. Saidnawey

Marc Saunders

Steve Schnapp

Harry Schwartz

Mary Lou Shields
Gretchen J. VonGrossman
Lew Weitzman

Michael W. Wiggins
Pamela Winters

Patricia Cantor

Sharon Cantor

Vernon E. Carter, Cambridge Human
Rights Commission

Margaret Cody Shaw

Leslie Cohen

Vera S. Cohen

‘C.M. Colbath-Hess

Rick Colbath-Hess

Ann M. Dailey

Marjorie Decker

Vincent Lawrence Dixon

Gary L. Dryfoos

Cheryl E. Ehrenkranz

Robert Ellsworth

Lee Farris, Area Four Coalition

Gordon Fellman

David Fichter

M. Katherine French

Peter Frumkin

Dan Geer

Karen Gillespie

John Gintell

Richard Goldberg

Dennis Goldsmith

Deborah Lerme Goodman

Janice Goodman

Ellen Grabiner

Julia O. Gregory, Area Four
Coalition

Donald Harding

Stash Horowitz, Cambridgeport
Neighborhood Initiative

Michael Isenberg

Duncan Kennedy

Mopsy Strange Kennedy

Arthur Lipkin

Paula Lovejoy, Mid-Cambridge
Neighborhood Association

Ellen B. Mass

Andrea Nash

Sarah Nolan

John O’Connor

Rose Pasquarello

Frank Pedro

Jeffrey Petrucelly

John Pitkin, Mid-Cambridge
Neighborhood Association, President

A.G. Rancatore



Endorsers of SPAN Cambridge Petition

(organizations indicate affiliation only) S

through 5/26/99 2

Jane Richards

Larry Rosenberg

Veta Salmon, Area Four Coalition

George Salzman

Phillip Sego

Nancy Seymour

Ellen Shachter

Geoge Shaw

William Shutkin

Janet Singer

- David Slaney

Jacquelyn Smith

Helen Snively

Judy Somberg, Living Wage
Campaign

Francis Fox Spinks, Friends of Joan
Lorentz Park

Corey Steinman

Stephen Y. Stephano

Judith Van Ingen, Harvard Square
Defense Fund

John Walsh, Ward Three Democratic
Committee

Robert Walter

Emma Weiler

Joel S. Weissman

Debra Wise

Elie Yarden, Cambridgeport
Neighborhood Initiative

Susan Yanow, Area Four Coalition

Z1P CODE 02138
Barbara Ackermann, former Mayor
. Dorothy M. Altman
Alison C. Ball
Joel Bard, Agassiz Neighborhood
‘ Council
Edward Belove
Joe Berman
Anne Bernays
Marlene Booth
Karen Carmean
Michael L. Charney, M.D., Save
Swedenborg Chapel Coalition
Laura R. Chasin
Richard Chasin
Julia Child
Rose Ciampi
Betty K. Collins
Guillermine de Lacoste
Jane Dixon
R. Philip Dowds
Daniel Epstein
Carolyn Fantasia
Robin Fleming
Ellen Friedman

Pebble Gifford, Harvard Square
Defense Fund, President

Manju Gokhale

Elizabeth Gombosi

Jose Gomez-Ibanez

Cynthia Goodenough

Edmund G. Hamann

Linda Harris, Harvard Square
Defense Fund

Tracy Hewat

Pamela C. Hogan

Rob Kanzer

Justin Kaplan

. Susan Kashiwa

Fred Kimberk
Elizabeth Kline
Rozann Kraus
Sally Landis
Joshua Laskin
Martha S. Lawrence
Paul B. Lawrence
Bridget Leahy
Evan Lee

Anne Leslie

Alex Loud

- John Maher

Priscilla McMillan, Harvard Square
Defense Fund

Ellen Moot

John R. Moot, Harvard Square
Defense Fund

Catherine Musinsky

John F. Nolan, Jr.

Priscilla Offenhauer
Martha Osler, Mid-Cambridge
Neighborhood Association

Ali Paddock

Doane Perry

Myriam Pineau

Pat Pratt

Harriet Price, Harvard Square
Defense Fund

Elizabeth Reardon

Mary Ries

Sarah Ries

Laura Roberts

Elena Saporta

Jerome K. Saunders

Keren Schlomy, Mid-Cambridge
Neighborhood Association

A. Richard Shain, Harvard Square
Defense Fund

William Shakalis

Barbara Steiner

Mary Sullivan

David Szlag

Richard D. Tabors

Wattie Taylor
Paul Walker

Peter Weiler
Christine Weisiger
Lucy Wilhelm
Nanette Wilson
Dorota Wysocka
Nancy B. Young




C. G, 106

ity of Qambridge

June 4, 1999

Dear Councillor:

You are hereby notified to attend a Special Meeting of the City Council on
Monday, June 7, 1999 at 5:30 p.m. at the Cambridge Senior Center, 806 Massachusetts
Avenue, in the Ballroom.

By order of His Honor the Mayor.

/LL; H.M

Francis H. Duehay' 0
Mayor

The plirpose of this meeting is to receive a progress report on the efforts of the Citizens
. Growth Management Advisory Committee and to discuss related policy issues of zoning and
growth management.

THERE WILL BE NO PUBLIC COMMENT AT THIS MEETING.

NO VOTES WILL BE TAKEN.
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June 4, 1999

Dear Councillor:

You are hereby notified to attend a Special Meeting of the City Council on
'M’dnday, June 7, 1999 at 5:30 p.m. at the Cambridge Senior Center, 806 Massachusetts
Avenue, in the Ballroom.

By order of His Honor the Mayor.

/L.\g; U/LMJ«,/

Francis H. Duehay b
Mayor

The purpose of this meeting is to receive a progress report on the efforts of the Citizens
Growth Management Advisory Committee and to discuss related policy issues of zoning and
growth management.

THERE WILL BE NO PUBLIC COMMENT AT THIS MEETING.

NO VOTES WILL BE TAKEN.

MEETING HELD.
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