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Dear Councilpeople:

I am writing you to urge that you give serious consideration
to the continued existence of Cambrldgeport Problem Center. As
Director of the Cambridge Hotline I can say that Cambridgeport
offers a service that is unique and necessary in Cambridge.

They are the only counseling group that offers free services

to anyone in the communlty. At the Hotline we use Cambridgeport
as a referral for emotional counsellng almost every day. Most

of cur callers are in the low-income bracket and are not able

to pay psychiatric fees., Cambridgeport Problem Center meets the
needs of this segment of the Cambridge population.

Not only does Cambridgeport offer free emotional counseling,
but also provides free legal service. One of their most widely
used services is free legal consultation over the phone. Many
times people call the Hotline and ask for legal advice. We are
unable to help them, but refer them to Cambridgeport. The
volunteer lawyers often go to court to represent their clients
free of charge.

Cambridgeport Problem Center is essentially a volunteer
organization offering an enormous amount of professional-caliber
service for a very small price. The cost effectiveness of such a
place is quite high, especially when compared to mental health
centers that have a large paid staff.

I can speak for the sixty people we have working on the
Hotline when I say that the closing of Cambridgeport Problem Center
will be a great disservice to the residents of Cambridge. I
urge you to move to provide the financial support needed to con-
tinue this program.,

Sincerely,
/Z/”‘f N él !Z!l

cct Mel Barton Vicki Baker
Director



JRgooar e ”‘W |

/%‘Mf .

S perens B

Y. /4:0//47
///M/Mr"’/
Y %" fospore



CCM-101

@ity of Cambridge
9.

IN CITY COUNCIL

That the City Manager be and heredy i requestad to review
the finencial eendition of the Cambridgs Hotline in erder to determine
what meney would be needed 1o centinue sweh a progres, snd be it further
That the City Mamager be and hereby is requasted to apprepriste
m-mmaonmmwemwm&m¢

In Gity Coumsil Mareh 3, 1975.
Adeptad Ly the affirmetive vots of 7 meubere.
Attest: » Paul B. Healy, City Clerk.

A true copy
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IN CITY COUNCIL
Mareh 3, 1975

Cowmcillor Clintom

ORDEHED s

That the City Manager be and heredby is raquested to review
the finameial condition ef the Casbridge Hotline in order to determine
what momey would be nieded to comtinue such a program, and be it further
ORDER®D¢

That the City Menager be snd hereby is requested to appropriate
whatever monsy he deems necessary to continue this wortﬁv_daile Program.

Im City Coumeil Marchk 3, 1975. ‘
Adopted by the affimative vote of 7 members.
Attests - Paul E, Hesly, City Clerk.

Atmeopy,/g/! f/v/‘%%

ATTESTs~



Order # 9 L6

Ce Clinton re: continuing the Cambridge
. Hotline Programe

In City Council,

March 3, 1975
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