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Continued from Page ll '
, One Memorial should have been a superb building'

No building here seems to have been des@ned with because its Site is superb. It and the Saddlebrook. -"

ihe sl@htest regarCi for any'thing around it. Each Building across Broadway could have been a pair of
" building- is an arrogant solipsist. From the ungain]y" pylons making a great gateway between Boston .and

"

Draper Laboratory all the way to the river, Kendall CambrWge. But rieither bui!ding has been designed
Square is a mess. '

"

with sensitivity for its key place in the urban scene.
"

". " The addresses of Kendall Square's buildfngsare a Kendall Square is a great opportunity that now
" tipoff to the self-involved arrogance of its developers has been lost. Its riverfront site, served by a Red Line

· - One Memorial Drfve, One KCndal! Scjuare, Cam- station and adjacent to MIT, surely deserved a hjgher
bridge Center, One Broadway. Everyone here wants destiny. Some of its buildings are better than others
to be NumberOne or the Center. Nobody wants to be

'

- architect Moshe Safdie's emergtng CambridgeCen-
a team player. The architecture is the perfect expres- ter complex, let's say, is a lot better than One Memo- -

- sion of that arrogance. (Don't Icok for One Kendall rial Drive or Qrjte Broadway m but gooici individual
Square in Kendall Square, by the way: it's blocks off,

. buildings count for little in the overall chaos. .

apparently seeking the prestige of the Kendall naritt;
'" Cambridge hds a permissive city council majority

at the expense of merely confusing its users.)
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and it performs relatively little design review. And it
: ' One Memorial Drive is the newest Kendall Square has many, many acres of overzoned, vacant develop-
turkey and can serve to represent them all.' Devel-
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able land. If the city doesn't take care it will turn into
" 'oped by Congress Group and designed by· Huygens"& a nigtttmare of which Kendall Square will be only the. . .

DiMella of Boston, it stands on a magnificent. site
.

beginning.
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. Overlooking the Charles River at Broadway and Me- It's" only ialr to add .that Huygens & DiMejla, the
' Mortal Drive. designers of One Memorial Drive, are a gooci firm that
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- !' One Memorial is tin incomprehensible mishmash normally functions at a much higher level than this.
' "Of green giass and pink granite that lacks any dis- The Federal Office Building and One Memorial
, 4

1 cernible shape or style. Its frontage aiong Broadway Drive both prove the same point.-The point is that
) ·" the gateway to Cambridge — alternates blank walls today it takes three to tango In architecture: a goo<i
: Mth truck ioaCiing platforms. The front aiong Memo- architect. a gooci client, and a gocxi city approval firo-
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"rial DriVe is HttlC better, consistwig of the dreariest cess. .
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. -kind of psuedo-terrace, the kind that's never used be- "" Robert Campbell is the Boston Globe's archttec-
: cause the yeai entrance to the buildlng, ,ls by auto" ,ture critic. _.- _:.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

January 11, 1988
t

:

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY .:
a

. %

. +.'= · ~- +

e

ORDERED: That the City Council request the Planning Board to
recommend a binding design review process for all new
development to the City Council; and be it further

ORDERED: That this measure be submitted to the City Council
'within t'wo months .
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In City Council January 11, 1988.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 9 members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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Jose h E.' 'Connarton, City Clerk.
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C. Duehay order re: that the City Council i

request the Planning Board to recommend a
i

binding design review process for all new
j

g, development; said measure to be submitted t'o
the Council within 2 months.

C

t

b

.
'1

I

µ

In City Council,

January 11, 1988
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