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IN CITY COUNCIL

December 13, 1993

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

WHEREAS: A recent editorial in the Jewish Advocate decried Harvard University's
"..termination of extensive public programming by its Semitic Museum"; and

WHEREAS: The Semitic Museum has, for the past 13 years, through the work of a devoted
staff and caring volunteers, "...reclaimed after disuse for 40 years...many
compelling exhibits and learned lectures" and has created "...an institution of
both learning and reconciliation for Jews, Moslems and Christians as the spirit
of ecumenism began its growth and spread throughout spheres of scholarly
investigation and of the commerce of living"; and

WHEREAS: The closing of the Semitic Museum will be a serious blow to that spirit of
ecumenism and will be another in a continuing mies of affronts to the people

of Cambridgeby Harvard University as the City continues its efforts to foster
understanding among all its peoples; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the Cambridge City Council strongly supports the continuing operation of
the Semitic Museum and urges President Neil Rudenstine to reverse Harvard
University's decision to close the center of ecumenism and academic service.

In City Council December 13, 1993.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.

Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- ki9. )77~jUu k9^2

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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WHEREAS: A recent editorial in the Jewish Advocate decried Harvard University's
"..termination of extensive public programming by its Semitic Museum"; and

WHEREAS: The Semitic Museum has, for the past 13 years, through the work of a devoted
staff and caring volunteers, "...reclaimed after disuse for 40 years...many
compelling exhibits and learned lectures" and has created "...an institution of
both learning and reconciliation for jews, Moslems and Christians as the spirit
of ecumenism began its growth and spread throughout spheres of scholarly
investigation and of the commerce of living"; and

WHEREAS: The closing of the Semitic Museum will be a serious blow to that spirit of
ecumenism and will be another in a continuing series of affronts to the people

of Cambridge by Harvard University as the City continues its efforts to foster
understanding among all its peoples; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the Cambridge City Council strongly supports the continuing operation of
the Semitic Museum and urges President Neil Rudenstine to reverse Harvard
University's decision to close the center of ecumenism and academic service.
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continuing operation 'of the
Semitic Museum, Harvard Uni versity.
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