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IN CITY COUNCIL
October 24, 1977

MAYOR VELLUCCI _
COUNCILLOR GRAHAM

WHEREAS: | have received the attached correspondence regarding incidents of racism
: and discrimination at the Cambridge Police Department, and

WHEREAS: Such incidents cannot and will not be tolerated vih the Police Department,
now therefore be it ' :

ORDERED: 'i'h_at the City Manager be and hereby is requesféd to direct the Chief of
Police to issue a general order condemning racism in any and all forms in

the Cambridge Police Department.

In City Council October 24, 1977. |
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 9 memberse
Attest:~ Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

Ty

A true copy,

ATTEST:—



October 18, 1977

Ad hoc committee
C. Kantor

R. Dottin

.T. Benson .
" G. Morrison, Jr.
W. Rhone

Leo Davenport

Chief of Police

Sir:

We the undersigned, representing the members of the Cambricge .
afro - american Police Association, respectfully wish to draw

your attention»to the following situations:
1) The derogatory employment appllcatlons found by offlcer

Ialcott 1n the guardroom,

2) The virulent, racist remarks aired over the police radio.

It is our contention that it is‘incumbent upon you;vbeing the
chief of police in cambridge, to promulgate a general orcder

condemning racism in any and all forms in the Cambridge Police

i

Department. - _
Réspectfullyb,
4
’0 f7 \74“ e
> // L i
/Myles La“ton
President
ML:cs ’ - ! e

c.C, - James Sullivan, Cambridge City Manager
Al Vellucci, Honorable Mayor, City of Cambridge
Black Council, City of Cambridge
NAACP, Canbridge branch
Chief of DPolice, MIT
Chicf of prolice, BHarvard College
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HEADQUARTERS

LEO F. DAVENPORT

e . ' ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
5 WESTERN AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139

October 19, 1977

MyLes Lawton

Patrolman '

Cambnidge Police Depaatment
'Sih: , ' o
I would Like to take this opportunity to thank you and youn

Committee for youn hand delivered communication submitted to this

office on Octobexr 19, 1977 at approximately 11:32 a.m. Present

at that time wene Patrolman Ganfield Morrison and Deteciive R.

Dottin, who as part of your Ad hoe Commitiee came to the Ofgice

0f the Chief of Police with younself and addressed themselves

Zo the subject matter of youn corrnespondence.

I do appreciate your interest in this matten, even though
th&é office had previously taken positive steps to combat said
éLtaat4on4, numbered one and two of youn communication, whethen
or not, Ln fact, they do or do not exist, much eartfier than your
appearance with your committee in my office on this date.

The fact that a Staf{ Tnspectidn was commenced immediately
by zhe Inépect40na£ Senvice Section 0f this deparnitment on

Octoben 11, 1977 in the A. M. unden the dinection of the Office

0§ the Chief 0§ Police and 48 0f common knowzedge to the membenrs

0§ your Committee, who have been privy to various AtepA taken in

said investigation. This action being taken and folLlLowed thnough

in-depth, demonstrates the Lnteneét evidenced by the Office of

Zhe Chief of Police. As of this point in time, said Staff

Inspection is stile being conducted.

| The fact that you and your Committee came before me 4in an

attempt Zo have me issue a General Onden in writing nelative to

- | continued

Member International Crime Prevention Committee LA.C.P. 1977-1978



* MyLes Lawton | -2 - | October 19, 1977

items numbened one and two of youn éommunicdtion,»pnion to the
distrnibution of carbon copies of your communication to the Listed
'} necipients as set forth on my copy, Leads me to believe that you
and youn Committee have devoted much time to this matter, fon
which, we thank you for youn assistance and thoughts.
ALso, 1 would Like to inform you that Sergeant Thomas Benaon
came to my office at approximately 4:30 p.m. on Octoben 19, 1977
on the same matter and as a memben of youn'éomméztee, he was also
told about the staff MQeting with alf the uniﬁoamed‘Scngeanté,
Lieutenarts and Captains on Octobenr 14, 1977 and October 17, 1977.
At which time, dictates were Laid down by this 0ffice relative to
nacial skuns, cammun&cat&oné, etc. and that the Office of the
Chief 06 Police would not toleaaie such conduct on the pant 04
any oﬁé&ce& '
As 1T Atated at the complet&on 0§ ourn conversation, thank you
- for your interest and assistance and 1 Look forwarnd to a ,
'continuation 0f a mutually satisfactory nelationship in the future.

RN W ol

Leo~F. Davenponrt
Chief of Police

“ce: James L. Sullivan, C&ty Managea :
‘pﬁi{ned E. Velluced, Honorable Mayorn -
BLack Council, City of Cambridge
ALvin Thompaon, President NAACP
James 0Livieni, Chief, M.I.T. Police
Wigliam Lee, Acting Chief, Harvard Police .

Ad hoc Committee:

Kantor, Senrgeant

. Dott&n, Detective

Benson, Sergeant ~ :
Mornison, Jnr., Patnoﬂman g
Rhone, Patnolman _ '

EOHEAXO

Enclosune

R TN



LeO'Davenbéft
Chief of Police
Slr"

”c col- James Sulllvan, Cambridge CLty Manager e

;“chief of Police, MIT - SN
'Chief of Pollce, Harvard COllege

Ad hoc committee
- C. Kantor . - .
R. Dottin 2
T. Benson

. 'G. Morrison, Jr.
*_W,,Rhone.

v

~Al Vellucci, Honorable Mayor, City of Cambridge
Black Council, City of Cambridge ’
- NAACP, Cambridge branch o
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LEO F. DAVENPORT ' 7_ A e L '~ HEADQUARTERS
. . CHIEF OF POLICE C o . RN .~

wi " ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
N 5 WESTERN AVENUE. CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139 .

'55 Octoben 19 1977{J1¥f"

- ‘MylLes Lawton. ' j~-'f}; T L S
. Patrolman L o L
3Cambd¢dge Poche Depantment

I wouﬂdeLke 2o Zake This. oppontunLty Zo thank you and your -
Comm&ttee fonr youn haud dez&veaed commun&cat&on éumeIted to this
66&@2 on Octoben 19, 1977 at app&ox&mateﬂy 11:32 a. m._ Pnebent'”“
‘at that t&me were Patnolman Gan5¢e£d Monrison and Detect&ve R. .
'flvott4n who as pant 05 youn Ad hoc Committee came to the 0564ce
0§ the ChLQﬂ 05 Poche WLth younéezﬁ and addressed theméetveé
o thedéubject matten 05 youn conneépondence,__;M
T.do app&ec&ate youn intenest @ﬂthLA'maitek even though -
hibwbzgiée"hddfpaé&fbdélyftdken‘ﬁoA tive.Ztepsfto?éomb¢t*6a£d
-&tuatLonA, numbeaed one and two 05 youa ¢ommun4catLon, whethea
A ,ot} An 5act they do oa do not ex&&t ‘much eaal&ek Zhan youn
'ppeaaance w&th youn comm&tiee &n my oﬂﬂ&ce on th&é date,ﬁi‘
?The 5act thaf a Sta56 TnApect&on waé commenced lﬁhed&ateﬂy
 by the- InépectLonal SQ&ULCQ Sect&on of. Ih&é depantment on :
,Octoben 11, 1977 in the A. M. unden the direction of the OﬁﬂLce
‘05 the Ch4e5 of PoZLce and i8 04 common knowﬂedge Zo the membens :
‘0f your Committee, who have been privy Zo various 5tep5 taken in 7"°W
w”a&d 4nu¢41&gat&on., This act&on be&ng taken and 5o££owed thaough
' in- depth demonatnatea the intenest ev¢denced by the 066LCQ of

’? the Ch&eﬂ of Poﬂ&ce., As of this . po&nt in t&me, Aa&d Staﬁﬁ

InApect&on is AILKZ be&ng conducted. R A
-~ The fact that you and youa Comm&ttee came baﬂoae me in an

=$attempt Zo have me is8ue a Genenat Onden in writing neﬂat¢ve to
R - ‘t;ff?‘{fﬂﬁffﬁ conILnued '
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- d{tems numbered one and two 05 youn commun&cat&on, anon to the
‘M“dLAtanutLon 06 carbon cop&eb 06 youa communication to the t&éted
“}nech&enté as set forth.on my copy, Leads me to believe that you
Cand your Commitiee have devoted much time to this matter, for

':ti thch we thank you fon youn aAA&Atance and thoughts.

-ChL26 05 Pol&ée wouzd not tozenate“3uch conduct on the pant 05*
7any oﬂé&cen. ' :

ALAo, 1 woutd ﬂLke to Lnéonm you that Qangeant Thomas Benéon

came Zo. my oﬂﬂ&ce at appnomeateﬂy 4: 30 p.m. on Octobenr 19, 1977_
"2 on the same matten and as -a memben of youn~comm¢ttee, he wa5~a£40' |

Zold about the staff meeting with a££ the uniformed thgeantA

“LLeutenanzA and Capta&né on Octobea 14, 1977 and Oczober 17, 1977
fAt thch t&me, d&ciateé wene La&d_down by th&b 056Lce aeﬂatLve ioﬁ

nchal Alukb, commun&cat&oné etcﬁ and that the OéﬁLce og the

L fon youa Lnteaeét and aAALAtance and I Look 5onwand to a . R
Econt&nuat&on of a mutually Aat&ééactodg neﬂat&onthp Ln the 6utune{_f:

6O~F. ‘Davenport .

‘ChAeﬁ,oé Police

fred E. Ve[ﬂucc&, Hononable Mayoa
Black Council, City of Cambridge .
“ALvin Thompéon, President NAACP -
James 0£¢v¢en¢, ChLeé, M. I T. Po£¢ce

Ad hoc Comm&ttee. -
G Kanton Sengeant
' Dott&n, Detective .
;T; Benson, Serngeant ..
G Mornndson, Jrh., Paznozman”
W Rhone, Patnolman R

'EncloAuﬂeA-
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IN CITY CQUN_CII,_;
October 24, 1977

'MAYOR VELLUCCI
COUNCILLOR GRAHAM

" WHEREAS:
. WHEREAS:

~~_ ORDERED:

| have received the attached c0rrespondence regarding incidents of racism

-and drscrlmmatlon at the Cambridge Police Department, and

Such mcrdents cannot and erI not be tolerated in the Polrce Department _
now therefore be it :

'That the Clty Manager be and hereby is requested to drrect the Chief of

Police to issue a general order condemnmg raclsm in any and all forms in

~ the Cambrrdge Police Department.

" In City Council October 2k, 1977. .
- Adopted by the affirmative vote of 9 members.
i 'Attest-— Paul E. He

A true copy,
ATTEST:-
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M. Vellucci and Ce. Graham re: racism and

- discrimination at the Police Dept.

In City Council,
Oct. 24, 1977





