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IN CITY COUNCIL
September 12, 1994

COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU
VICE MAYOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Several Cambridge neighborhoods have, in the last decade, witnessed the cloﬁing
of food stores the residents had relied upon for easy access to reasonably priced
food: and

It would appear that the number of modestly sized neighborhood food stores has
declined steadily in the several decades as larger, more regional stores have been
built around the periphery of our city and just over its borders in neighboring ,
cities; and

It is in the interests of the residents of Cambridge that the leadership of our city
take steps to halt and reverse this exodus of the neighborhood based businesses,
considering especially the plight of those neighborhoods who are left with no food
stores, for instance Cambridgeport and Riverside, and the plight of those
neighborhoods served by stores which appear to be in danger of closing, for

~ instance Central Square; and

Cambridge has recently used creative financial incentives in the form of 121A
"tax breaks" to attract to Cambridge businesses some people judge to be of very

great benefit to the economic health of the city and the general well-being of its
residents; now therefore be it



ORDERED:

-2

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Community
Development Department to prepare a package of possible tax incentives and
other kinds of financial incentives (for instance, low interest rates), zoning
incentives (including but not limited to: downzonings, upzonings, transferable
FAR bonuses), priority on parking bank assignments, and an evaluation of
potential land takings or free market purchases of land for lease to food markets
who agree to operate moderately-sized, moderately-priced food stores, which
serve residential neighborhoods and do not attempt to serve a greater regional
market. Such a report will include a synopsis of similar strategies adopted ny
other American cities. Furthermore, such report will present for discussion
untried ideas, of the kind usually considered radical for discussion at a televised
public meeting to be held no later than December 15, 1994.

NO ACTION TAKEN
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IN CITY COUNCIL
September 19, 1994

COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU
VICE MAYOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Several Cambridge neighborhoods have, in the last decade, witnessed the closing
of food stores the residents had relied upon for easy access to reasonably priced
food: and

It would appear that the number of modestly sized neighborhood food stores has
declined steadily in the several decades as larger, more regional stores have been

built around the periphery of our city and just over its borders in neighboring
cities; and

It is in the interests of the residents of Cambridge that the leadership of our city
take steps to halt and reverse this exodus of the neighborhood based businesses,
considering especially the plight of those neighborhoods who are left with no food
stores, for instance Cambridgeport and Riverside, and the plight of those
neighborhoods served by stores which appear to be in danger of closing, for
instance Central Square; and

Cambridge has recently used creative financial incentives in the form of 121A
"tax breaks" to attract to Cambridge businesses some people judge to be of very
great benefit to the economic health of the city and the general well-being of its
residents; now therefore be it



ORDERED:

-2

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Community
Development Department to prepare a package of possible tax incentives and
other kinds of financial incentives (for instance, low interest rates), zoning
incentives (including but not limited to: downzonings, upzonings, transferable
FAR bonuses), priority on parking bank assignments, and an evaluation of
potential land takings or free market purchases of land for lease to food markets
who agree to operate moderately-sized, moderately-priced food stores, which
serve residential neighborhoods and do not attempt to serve a greater regional
market. Such a report will include a synopsis of similar strategies adopted ny
other American cities. Furthermore, such report will present for discussion
untried ideas, of the kind usually considered radical for discussion at a televised
public meeting to be held no later than December 15, 1994.
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AMENDED ORDER

IN CITY COUNCIL
September 19, 1994

COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU
VICE MAYOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Several Cambridge neighborhoods have, in the last decade, witnessed the closing
of food stores the residents had relied upon for easy access to reasonably priced
food: and

It would appear that the number of modestly sized neighborhood food stores has
declined steadily in the several decades as larger, more regional stores have been
built around the periphery of our city and just over its borders in neighboring
cities; and

It is in the interests of the residents of Cambridge that the leadership of our city
take steps to halt and reverse this exodus of the neighborhood based businesses,
considering especially the plight of those neighborhoods who are left with no food
stores, for instance Cambridgeport and Riverside, and the plight of those
neighborhoods served by stores which appear to be in danger of closing, for
instance Central Square; and

Cambridge has recently used creative financial incentives in the form of 121A
"tax breaks" to attract to Cambridge businesses some people judge to be of very
great benefit to the economic health of the city and the general well-being of its
residents; now therefore be it



ORDERED:

-2 -

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Community
Development Department to prepare a package of possible tax incentives and
other kinds of financial incentives (for instance, low interest rates), zoning
incentives (including but not limited to: downzonings, upzonings, transferable
FAR bonuses), priority on parking bank assignments, and an evaluation of
potential land takings or free market purchases of land for lease to food markets
who agree to operate neighborhood appropriate, moderately-priced food stores,
which serve residential neighborhoods and do not attempt to serve a greater
regional market. Such a report will include a synopsis of similar strategies
adopted ny other American cities. Furthermore, such report will present for
discussion untried ideas, of the kind usually considered radical for discussion at
a televised public meeting to be held no later than December 15, 1994.

In City Council September 19, 1994,
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- K5 ‘}y;a.?m /c%u.ug

D. Margaret Drury,
City Clerk



Kathleen Born
Council Order #2 for 9-12

Whereas: Several Cambridge neighborhoods have, in the last
decade, witnessed the closing of food stores the residents had
relied upon for easy access to reasonably priced food; and

Whereas: It would appear that the number of modestly sized
neighborhood food stores has declined steadily in the several
decades as larger, more regional stores have been built around
the periphery of our city and just over its borders in
neighboring cities and

Whereas: It is in the interests of the residents of Cambridge
that the leadership of our city take steps to halt and reverse
this exodus of neighborhood based businesses, considering
especially the plight of those neighborhoods who are left with
no food stores, for instance Cambridgeport and Riverside, and
the plight of those neighborhoods served by stores which appear
to be in danger of closing, for instance Central Square; and

Whereas: Cambridge has recently used creative financial
incentives in the form of 121A "tax breaks" to attract to
Cambridge businesses some people judge to be of very great
benefit to the economic health of the city and the general
well-being of its residents. Therefore be it

Ordered: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to
direct the Community Development Department to prepare a package
of possible tax incentives and other kinds of financial
incentives (for instance, low interest loans), zoning incentives
(including but limited to: downzonings, upzonings, transferable
FAR bonuses), priority on parking bank assignments, and an
evaluation of potential land takings or free market purchases of
land for lease to food markets who agree to operate
moderately-sized, moderately-priced food stores, which serve
residential neighborhoods and do not attempt to serve a greater
regional market. Such a report will include a synopsis of
similar stategies adopted by other American cities.

Furthermore, such report will present for discussion untried
ideas, of the kind usually considered radical for discussion at
a televised Public Meeting to be held no later than December 15,
1994.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

September 12, 1994

Several Cambridge neighborhoods have, in the last decade, witnessed the closing

of food stores the residents had relied upon for easy access to reasonably priced
food: and

It would appear that the number of modestly sized neighborhood food stores has
declined steadily in the several decades as larger, more regional stores have been
built around the periphery of our city and just over its borders in neighboring

_cities; and

It is in the interests of the residents of Cambridge that the leadership of our city
take steps to halt and reverse this exodus of the neighborhood based businesses,
considering especially the plight of those neighborhoods who are left with no food
stores, for instance Cambridgeport and Riverside, and the plight of those

neighborhoods served by stores which appear to be in danger of closing, for
instance Central Square; and

Cambridge has recently used creative financial incentives in the form of 121A
"tax breaks" to attract to Cambridge businesses some people judge to be of very
great benefit to the economic health of the city and the general well-being of its
residents; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Community
Development Department to prepare a package of possible tax incentives and
other kinds of financial incentives (for instance, low interest rates), zoning
incentives (including but not limited to: downzonings, -upzonings, transferable
FAR bonuses), priority on parking bank assignments, and an evaluation of
potential land takings or free market purchases of land for lease to food markets
who agree to operate moderately-sized, moderately-priced food stores, which
serve residential neighborhoods and do not attempt to serve a greater regional
market. Such a report will include a synopsis of similar strategies adopted ny
other American cities. Furthermore, such report will present for discussion
untried ideas, of the kind usually considered radical for discussion at a televised
public meeting to be held no later than December 15, 1994,
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Councillor Bomn re: Camunity Development prepare a package
of possible tax incentives to food markets.
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