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1CHURCHSTREET WEBSTER,MASSACHUSETTS01570

TELEPHONE(508)943-7560

October 22, 1990

Cambridge Rent Board
831 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Mass.,02139
Terrence Morris
Executor Director

Dear Ms. Morris,

On june 12th, a hearing was held by Larry Gomes re apartment //12,

393 Broadway. The case was one of eviction for non-payment. It has

been 4 months and the case has' not been written-up according to

information received from Mr. Goines. His "case-load" is backed up

for several months. The tenant is now $3,784.00 in arrears.
The heating season is here again, taxes are due. Everyone will
expect tne to meet these obligations including the Rent Board for the

tenant who is living rent free, thanks to the delay from the Rent

Board. If the Rent Control Board wants to stay in business, they

must do their jobs, hiring more people, whatever it takes to be

effective. I expect that you will look into this matter for me, and

have an answer as to when I can expect the hearing to be scheduled

in front of the board.

I can provide a typist to help with the case, or anything that will
expedite this matter.

Sincerely,
^<""

}%:7'6-g/tL ""r"'Emile N. Dupont"
end: jni

cc: City Council
File
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In thi8 fallb ariller movie "PaciM Heights," a slick tenant moves into 8 1

tthree-family house, avoids payingrent; terrorizes the yuppie landlords' lives !

-
and manages to Nid legal loopholes to protect his outrageous behaviOr.:- i

To say that tenant-landlord relationships are as rancorous as in "tiie
1

movie is 8tretaing it a bit But in Brookline, a battle has been percolating ';

-
·

for year8 between property owners and tenant advocates, and last week it ·1

erupted ·":' "
1

The issue was rent control
- an emotional topic that has,"at times, polarz "

:

ized this tum: Early Tuesday morning, tciwn meetingmembers approved it " i

far-reachingbylaw that eventuallywill phase out strict rent controls. -' :'
'

Supporter8 of the bylaw, subject to review by the attorney general,"s.aj' "

it nnillly will 'iClieve the unfair tax burden single-famUy homeowners have "
!

had to bear. Single-family houses make up 40 percent of the property in'
1

Brookline,but their owners have been paying86 percent of the tax reveniiC. "

Opponqits call the phase-out of rent-controlled units a tragedy that Mil t,
do little tiism the tax burden firom homeowners, and instead will destroy. "

Brooklineb ethnic and economic diversity and quality of life.
-. .

i
-The Bruokline vote has spurred another debate: The value of rent eon" i

txd in gelieral.
': -

I

Origindly enacted about 20 years ago, rent control was a method-of I

.

¥

RENT CONTROL, Page A34
I
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.. ·. line housing is subsidized
-

and most' of that homeowners,'! he said "If all the deeon-
'

lords will bC able to charge whatever the Betsy ijeWiti, chairwoman of the town's fi-
' ::"::: """ (mti!ljlei~ 'A29

0 "' ".,E ' "·. is rent>eontrolled. The result: Capping rents trolkd gnits are rented at market rates
... market will bear. The anti-rent eontrol.folks

,

naneial subeommiteefor revenues and a sup

.

" "·ij::'!,:'a,biiig'uie':. '"""'"'Eling"iia¢ntpjpulatijri that , ,

meant apartment bljilding4 "received lower the horiieowner may 'see a slight decrease in . disagrei, poiAting out that 1andlonjs of bijj" p'ofter of thc 'proposa1."·lt's:,!'a very slow

ii ':" " .Mis.
.

moog!:Ma't·n'eighbothoods such 'as.:' asSessments,'. and "theW 'owners paid ;,less· taxesi,jj they're all converted to cOndomin- buildings must pay·into a trust fund or set"" Twth to the tax baSe. Thei'e' are incentiVes
j'.::- .':CalribndgeAEljjkjiile;:z"Allston 'dnd"' Brigh- ", pYopCrtji'"taxe's. hi effeet;'"single-fa!nily. iu'jµ" if; will' raise "homeownerS'" µuesi, in." aside units for residents of low or moderate .". For iandloMs tp.haiT.e ap"artmeii$ beeou'e)va'"

-
:" ':::'"!!·""ii)n,'. eeonon4i!': sqi':i :.Landlards"diuovered· "hOmeOwnerssay, th.ey have subsidized rcnt soinC cases by 6 percent," Carey said. " iiieome. " '

.

", caht. Sortie landlords maji look for oppQrt'iT

..

j: :

:< '?ihejl Coiild: ii yaljanrilentss'°,wiui Jmrelated ' .controlled property owners. and theijten- "" "Wilijandlords reap a windfall? The pro-
'

f
' 'nities' and take them. Winin&iiis. do not'oeµr

r :C y ' %Y'i " '

.
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"
- {7?- ' adults and receive niore"rent than from one ants. "

€

rent control forces say yes, because land- "It's not a wmdfall or anybody," said
. on a unit by.unit basis." · '

q

+ a iJ
. .,.~i:":·:·- family, stade6is'ivejaisplaeingtile elderly-

' Harold PetCrsen, an' economies pro.essor ,
.

'

.
·

V

:
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dnd families.
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.
'." at Boston College and a town uleeting mem-

" '

' ' ? .

%", J ~ · m µ · . , " " · .· ' "

I';';- "
'1This pQlicy, WaS 'sit up to protect exist- beer who supported the change, said remov- ,

-.,, - ---F"i · ing tenanU, and has· evolved to the point ing rent controls should bring iii $5 ainion - - - -· - ----
¶ ' * . - " " " ' " D

.· " p

' "'" :' ' where it's IlOW:beir€' he]d up as an affordaL ' additional revenue as rent control is phased ,-
' ""-.

d · .
.

,

"
: ": ' ble housing pdicy:"$aid4'Charles't. Ames, a . out over 20 years as tenants move out. That " '

)',: ..Krookline se]ectmaii":aila attorney yho .co- n'joney will either provide tax cuts for hoiµe-
I',: ' ' di:aMd the new·6ylaW, ?When-units become Qiivners or more services. "The bottom linC is · " ·

0

"i':: vacant, they don'tjjo to'the' poor, they go to it provides optionsj' he said. ". ' · -
"
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"the lucky. Renf confrol, is bad .h9using poll-. Petersen laid out the following .sQenario: . .
'
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· The typical Brookline home is worth -- .-
' i! "

'

i,-
A"thonyDQYns,"an economistand sC'nio:k $350f00 and the owner now.pays $4J74 a ·

.-
¢3>

--· j ellow at The )µc&lgs-lnstitution, eyelud- year.m property taxes. If 'the tOwn budget
!'4

' '""ea in a 1988 stlidy tliat rent eontryls providC
,,

stayed the Same, and the"town decided" to'
V ':'d-:.* ' · short run benefits 'but"bng-tenn 'disadVan-' -" use the 'extra tax payments from deeon

. .)!:µ. tages, such "astental shortages. HC said they 'trolled property to reduce property ·taxes - t

· (:XY -
. .. . . . .

·

.:,'·": · also unfairly penalize oviners'of rental units - across the board, that typical homeowna"s .

,. . W · · t ' ' 0

: - · ,ahd hurt poor.tenants because landlords are. tax.bill would be cut about 5 perCent - or P

:: ':; '

,.
ijot .'reqiiire¢1 W Niit,·tO:,

low-income) people, $204. Spread out over 20 years, ti'iy amounts I

,

". '::":;'..' ai'id sonietime$'": Qijt""to' jjt.to.higher-in¢oliie " "to a cut Qf $10 a year. -
:'"'j; .: -

rCsicients with"' ¢jd' aitj ' '" - ' And if the town deeided instead to in-.
.

a

" t'";: "
'" Dqwijs beliCveS' ,ent;,:COnt'ols"" should be '

' crease ,spending, the burden ,wgu1¢| be
,t':r':' avoided unless'it!lene'"is"'a rapid, increase in spread out among more taxpayers, Petersen '

"

"
:;'"" " " housing,demand "and'·laws' that restrict build-' argues.' Our typical homeownei's tax bill ' ,"

' .:,m¥.' ·

. . , .' F·
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.'% new unlts':',twg.'C?ndiuons that usually would rise about 3 percent, or $142. Over 20 " '

.
"i";

,.
'h epst only dun'ig Nyan!me. "Reiit: controls years, that's about $7 a year. .- ·- ·.

'- ' · ·

"

-
"-£""-' ",are .an inemcieµt-·meanS :of attacking tenaht But taxes. on deeontirolled "propertj' yill

."tS
.

" Iiiiverty," he miyjte: t,
'"b:·"' ."·"

.- '.
, . soar. Let's take'a lO-unit building"ass&sed

,

' >";'·
:s"But::stanleF'L:':Siaiel, a' member of at $300,000; the owner pays $4,287 in taxis.

t' i':: " B;daC|¢i,hmie eomjiiittee and a' College Once the building is decontrolled"and the
t
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' Si,j;' p,rufessgr} g!µu¢gµ"ttent eontr.ol eau be an . owners fix it up, the property would. be .
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' ;bjj1 wjll more than double,"to $9,3,16. "
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."' "Tenar!ts wiii be i)aying.mbre 'reht, titt¢,
. . .
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·: "". ' ';who": ear¢t '"WQri!i'the·' amemties-.'of neWer .' more,' it bnngS in more .taxes, ,'Petersen
. . ' '

' ", Y ,ib2<:S,;. ·: vL
.,

T
a;;- ". · · . .

.
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" '", said. "Nobody should imagine this will hap- '
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:' Bijt 9pponents of thc propoµd say honie- '
·.., ".- three-family:"liQuses.';' andi:,beeome!:absenue " 'towners'·'were betrayed by'promises.'of lower
.··

".:;, landlords. -
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. . dent of the ·Brook1ine Tenants Union and a '"\
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targeteq,assistancetfor,i?eople in",heed,,witli-
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