COMMISSIONER OF PusLiC RECORDS "
STATE HOUSE

|  July 17, 1913,
Hon. J. Edward Barry, | -
. Mayor of Cambrldve,_

Dear Sir'

In 1908 f0110w1ng an official v1sit to Cambrldve, I
wrote a letter to the honorable City Council, through the then
Mayor, citing Sectlons 18 and 19, and the penalties in Sectlon
22, of Chapter'35, Rev1sed Laws, and calllng attention: ‘to certain
v101ations of the law concerning the care of public records in
Yyour c;ty. _ ) : ,

In 191b, following a.fﬁrther visit, I again wrote to
the City Council in the matter, and failing to get any action,

I took the case to court, but upon request of the City Solicl-
tor, and w1th the ‘assurance that the publlc records of your clty
would be protected against fire, I consented to a stay of. pro-
ceedings.

Upon a further inspectlon yesterday I find that the.
following conditions, whlch are still in violation of the stat-

utes, exist, and I must ask. the honorable city government, through

Your Hoﬁor, to remedy them immediately, or I shall be obllged

~again to take the matter to court:



-

R ISTERS OF VOTERS.
The safe is not large enough, and many records are ﬁot pro-
tected against fire.
| OVERSEERS.OF THE POOR.
The vault is fitted with combustible materials.
'BOARD OF HEALTH. | |
No safe or iault provided, and records are kept in a metal
case in a combustible foom. |
. PARK COMMIS SION.A
No safe or vault provided for records.
SCHOOL COMMITTEE. |
The small safe has walls too thin to be surely}fireprooﬁ,
dnd no safe or véulﬁ igéprovided for the census records.
SEALER OF WEIGﬁTS AND MEASURES. |
N No safe or vault for records. h
| FIRE DEPARTMENT.
No safe or vault for records
POLICE DEPARTMENT .
The old safe is probably not fireéroof, and the recordé are

: on*wooden shelves in a combustible room..

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION.
'No safe or vault provided, and records are in a metal case
in a combustible room.

Very truly yours,

~.1*_»:?~g' ) . 4 Q?
‘ 1... v ComMiss({ioner.
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July 18th, 79 13

To the

Honorable the City cCouncil of the
¢ity of Cém*bridge:-—

I transmit herewith a coxﬁxmmica—-
tion from the Comnissioner of Public Records, State House, Bos-
ton, calling & tentlon to violation of the gstatute relative to
providing for the care of public records in this city.

I respectfully recommend early consideration of this matter.

Yours truly,
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Che Commonwealth of Massachusetis
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC RECORDS/

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON

November 7, 1913.
Hon. J. Edward Barry, |

| Mayor of Cambridge;
Dear Sir:-

T On July 17, 1913, I addressed a eommumieation to theA .
honorable City Council, turough Your Honﬂr,; calling»attention
to violatioas of the law concerning the protection of publi@
records 1n Cambridge, and on the following day I received a.
Vletter from Your Honor, saying that my letter had been referred
by you to the Council.- | | .

As it is my duty to agﬁertain, I now write for informa—
tion as to what action has been taken 1n the matter.

| Awaitimg the favor of a reply I am,

: Yours very truly, |

' missioner.

AR
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November 8‘.th, ‘ /ﬂ ,l%e

conmittee on Publie Property, of tl ¢ity Council:-

Cambridge,Mass.

Gentlemen:= | _

~ By directlon of His Honor, the Mayor, I am sending
youn the enclosed oo mminication from the Commlssioner of Publice
'Records; calling attention to a previous connm1niéatiénf rom him
dated July 17th, 1913, which is now in the fiies of your Com-
mittee.

Re spectfully,
)

G teny

_Mayor's Clerk.
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“ Gentlemen.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS R
Room 28 Clty Hall' o ’ |

| " Novemver 11,1913
To the Honoreble the Common Council IROSE SRR

et the City of Cambridge,

I have received from your honorable body a copy of an order

"That the superintendent of Public Buildings be reouested to submit

recommendations to the Gommon Council in relation to cells in the sev».

. erel police stations etc," and I heg leave to submit the followin° re— fp7

:.;-Police Stations One and Two I desire to call your attention to the annual"

v g

Uorto

Police Stations Three and Four are equipped with cells of a 1ater

day type and possess adequate light and ventilation. With reference to -

‘report of the building department on this matter which follows’“Forty
-1nvears have passed since provision Was made for the construction of the
; Central Square and Brattle Square city buildings. No one Will questionaﬁ‘“'

‘the fact that both 'ouildings long ago outlived their usefulness. The "

cell room in the Central Square building particularly in the basement

:is unfit for human habitation.. The district court will move from its
r:present quarters in the Brattle Square building in August and With the
'5_remova1 of the electrical department to the proposed fire headquartersAhl~:

in. Inman Square the huilding Wil] not be more than one—half in use.: Theij*}
;.demand of the time requires that a municipality shall provide buildings;:JEﬁ
";.-for the conduct of its business which will reflect the spirit of its,".

- inhabitants._Shall it be said that these buildings are an expre331on



- ffBUILDING DEPARTMENT
| CAMBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS

Room 28, Clty Hall’ o

3 of the spirit of the citizens of Cambridges The Central Square building

=

..2

h_' ‘."J’--" '“‘.4 -J'l "";7

) ,/4 , f""a’-‘

might Well be torn down or remodelled for a police headquarters and
aocommodations provided for a branch library to meet the needs of this
section of the city. The Brattle Square building presents no easy pro~
blem for solutiona Erforts have been made in the past for the sale of .
the building to the Boston Elevated Railway Company but Without success.;»
A much smaller building Would care for the police and fire departments | _
and this I think should be provided and the present building disposed of.
Investigation will show that a condition exists at Police Station Two

is anﬂalmost continual overcrowding of the cells.¢ On one occasion there
Were six men quartered in one cell. Both the ventilation and 1ight at
tnis station are extremely poor and should be remedied.et-_¢m**

I Would urge upon your honorable body the immediate consideration

of tuis problem With a v1ew to providing an appropriation to stop an

exrsting eVili_-pf?_{

whicn should no longer be tolerated. On Saturday nights and Sundays there f-"

A /
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~‘;REDERICK S.DEITRICK
Wouse of Representatives U9,
Washington,B.¢.

- May 25, 1914,

Hon. Timothy W. Good,
' Cify Hall, Cambridge, Mass.
Dear Mr. Mayor:- v:
"It has occurred to me that possibly you
and the?City of Gambridgevmight wish two cannon placed'on
the lawn at City.Hall for dedofative purposes. If this
suggestion‘appeals to you, VI ﬁould suggest.that you make
a written application to the SeCretafy of the Navy to this
effect and send it to.me.ll will then take it up personally

with the Secretary and endeavorito have the cannon sent along

i

as sbon‘as possible.
Iﬁ is customary for the Department when.granting such
"'reqﬁeSts‘tp have the cénﬁén*shipped from whatever yard they
designate and it may'come some distance, like Philadelphia or 
Brooklyn. There would 59 a slight éxpense, payable by the
consignee for the expense df ﬁrgngpértation.
With kindest regards, I féﬁain,

Yours sincerely,




%/&%f%&/ Latpor—
| ’66’//7/%/62/%& %4&@0%44&&2?

(o

[ T

To the

Honorable the City Council of thé

- City of ¢ arbridge:~

3

' I tj?ansznit-herewith a -commnica~
tion dated May 25th,191Y4, from Hon. Frederick S. Deltrick, M.C.
offering. to secure the loan of two cannon to be placed on the

lawn at City Hall, far decorative purnoses.

Respectinully,
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City of Cambridge

In Board of Aldermen, March 3C,1815.

The Committee ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

10 which were referred sundry communications,

Reports

recommending reference to

the next City Council of the following:

1 - Communications (2) from Mayor transmitting one from Comm, of Public
records relative to public recorde in this city.

LAY
?

Communication from Supt. of Public Buildings,relative to the cells
in certain police stations.

(&
i

Communication from John Eagan relative to room in Brattle Sq.Bldge.

‘4 - Communication from Mayor transmitting one from Hon. Frederick Sa
Deitrick relative to loan of cannon for City Hall
lawn.
sy Clerks For the Committee.
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&) @ity of Gambridge

In Board of Aldermen, .
© ' April 37,1915,
CRDEREDS |

~ That the.following matters fromgthe laét dify Couhoil be
referred to the éommittee bn'Publ&oAPropeity:V ‘

1 « Communications (two) from Mayor transmitting onefrom Conmissioner
I of Publloc Records relative to public records in this city

. & - Comrunication from Superintendent of Public Buildings relative
, to the cells in certain police stations

3 ~ Communicstion from John Eagan relative to room in Brattle Square
L Building ' :

| | IN COMMON COURG.,
e BRL2Z1305,
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City of Cambridge

The | - Commitiee ON Public Property

hich
to whic were referred several commuhications,

Reporis
recommending that the following

be placed on file:

Somme from Mayortransmitting ones from Commr. of Public Records
relative to public records in this city

Comm, from Supte. of Public Buildings relative to cells in
certain police stations

Comme from John Eagan relative to room in Brattle Sq. Bldg.

Comm, -from Hon. FeSe.Deitrick relative to loan of canﬁon for
City Hall lawn ‘ : .

%

For the Committse.

Lorisl # Croman
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