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March 21, 1991

Robert C. Clark
Dean, Harvard Law School

- Harvard University

- Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Dean Clark:

As you are aware,'the Cambridge City Council will hold a
hearlng on the nuisance caused by the Harvard Law School's .
Lincoln's Inn Society on April 1, at 7 p.m. and Dean of Students,
~Sarah Wald will attend. ’

I am writing to request that you attend yourself, or if you
' are unable to come, that at least you send your Vice-Dean David.
' N. Smith to explain what measures the law school is taking to
resolve .the problem. The reason is simple. As I explained. to
you in my letter of February 25, efforts to resolve this problem
through the dean of students over the last 20 or more years has
been to no avail. This has been as true under the current dean
- of students as in the past. We do not believe they have
authority to take the measures needed. The neighbors believe
‘that until the issue receives attention at the highest level this
problem will not be solved.

In your letter to me of March 6, you indicated that you d1d
not have the time to meet with the neighborhood group. But you
said that Vic-Dean Smith would handle the issue on your behalf.
Sending Vice-Dean Smith to the Cambridge City Council would help
indicate the seriousness of the law school's intent to resolve
"the problem. It is a needed measure because to date Vice-Dean
Smith has been unable to meet with the Neighbors of the Harvard.
Law School's Lincoln's Inn. He also did not attend the License
Commission hearing. We thus have little. ev1dence that he is
handllng these matters on your behalf.

At.the License Comm1s51onAmeet1ng on March 19th Sarah Wald.
presented a tentative law school plan that was inadequate to-
~resolve the problem and showed little law school commitment.
Neighbors indicated the problems with the plan at the License
Commission hearing. I have also spoken to Vice-Dean Smith by
telephone today indicating why the plan is unsatisfactory and :
indicating how it can be improved. We believe that the Cambridge
City Council hearing is an appropriate opportunity for either
yourself or Vice-Dean Smith to respond to the constructive
suggestions that Nelghbors have made on the tentative law school
plan. =



(letter to Dean Robert C. Clark, p. 2)

I am sure that you want to consult the neighborhood in
devising a plan to stop the problems caused by your students. I
also believe you want to explain the law school response in a
public forum to held clear up the misunderstandings and ill will
that has developed over this issue. A problem this serious
should not be left to fester. The City Council meeting is a
perfect opportunity to help resolve this problem. I therefore
look forward to meeting you at the Cambridge City Council. If
. you are unable to attend I expect you will send Vice-Dean David
Smith.

Sincerely,

A

Marc A. Rodwin, Esq.

for the Neighbors's of
the Harvard Law School's
Lincoln's Inn Society

P

cc: Mr. Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk, to be distributed to
City Councilors in preparation for the April 1 hearing.
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DEAN OF STUDENTS .
_ (617) 495-1880

March 28, 1991

Mr. Joseph Connarton
City Clerk

Cambridge City Hall
795 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Connarton,

In connection with the public hearing on Lincoln's Inn
scheduled for April 1, 1991, I have enclosed (a) the recent
decision by the License Commission, and (b) a letter from a
neighbor in response to the Law School's activities.

I will be at the hearing along with Marilyn O'Connell, and
we will be available to answer any questions the council may

Q.QMQQ

Sarah E. Wald
Dean of Students

Sincerely,
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CAMBRIDGE LICENSE COMMISSION
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

837 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., 1ST FLOOR, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02132 - TEL <55-5140

/
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.
JAMES THADCEUS McDAVITT THOMAS V. SCoTT™
Cemmigsion Chzimmea . Qhizl<clFr= Depatzan

Cemmngsion NMember

ANTEONY CG. PAQULLO R - -
Chiglyf-Llice Deparmmens . RICHARD V. SCauy
Commiagica MemSer . : Cemmi=n fmrmnve Csrar

March 25, 1991

Kent Sevener
Lincoln's Inn Society
&< Follen Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

RE: Lodging House License Reneval, Disciplinary Action and
Change of Managers. o

Dear Mr. Sevener:

Please be advised that this wvill serve to confirnm the vote of the
License Commission, 2-0 on March 19, 1991 reneving your Lodging
House license for 1991-1992, resolving the disciplinary action
heard November 1990 and changing your resident managers. The
folloving in detail was approved: :

1. The (3) newv resident managers are: Kent Sevener, Michzael
‘Bopp and Hichael Dierks. Please submit their background
probation forms to us for final confirmation.

2. The reneval of this license is conditioned on the continuing
- involvement of the Harvard Lav School as specified in the
March 19, 1991 letter signed by Sarah E. Wald, Dean of
Students, and David N. Smith, Vice-Dean. (See letter
attached for reference of agreement).

3. Also as a condition of this remeval, if at any time a party
is held at the Lincoln's Inn, the Executive Officer of the
Cambridge License Commission should be notified in advance
so that the party may be monitored by the License Commission
staff. This monitoring is to make sure that the neighbor-
hood is not subjected to a nuisance by the parties
occurring. :
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Kent Sevener
March 25, 1991
Page Tvo

4. You should also confer vith the Inspectional Services

’ Départment Lo determine the number of persons vwhich would be
alloved safely in your building before any party occurs at
the Inn. Please confirm this pnumber to the Executive
Officer on or before your license is reneved. You should
also consult with the Fire Department on the entrances and
egresses needed for the number of persons approved by
Inspectional Services. You should have final confirmation
from both Departments before you next party and before April
30, 1991, the expiration date of your 18$0-91 license. This
condition of confirming.the number of persons allowed in
your building was considered a friendly amendment by Thomas
Scott, Fire Chief and License Commission member and approved
by the Commission 2-0 as an amendment to the above
conditions.

The payment of the fee of $66.00 is also due before yoﬁr license
may be reneved. Y7

If you should vish to appeal any of the above decision, you may
do so to Middlesex Superior Court within 60 days of receipt of
this decision, pursuant to M.G.L. c.249, s.4. T

Sincerely yours,

Richard v. "Scali
Executive Officer

Enclosures.

CC: Mayor Alice Wolf; Councillor Frank Duehay; Fire Chief Thomas
Scott; Acting Police Chief Joseph Grainer: Acting Police
Chief Henry Breen; Fred Scribner; Ken Mehlman; David Wylie,
Esq.; Cathie Born: Hovard Hedwed:fhita Corkery; Mark Rodwin,
Esg: Valerie Lynch. .
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HARVARD LAW SCHOOL

CAMBRIDGE - MASSACHUSETTS - 02133

March 19, 1991

Cambridge License Commission
831 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge Massachusetts 02139

Dear Members of the Commission:

In connection with your March 19,1991 hearing .
concerning Lincoln's Inn, this is to update you on Harvarg ‘
Law School's efforts to resolve the Inn's problem with its
neighbors. '

As you know, Lincoln's Inn is an-independent
corporation, over which the Law School has no direct
authority. The Inn, not the law school, owns the building at
44 Follen Street. The Law School does not give Lincoln's inn
any funding or support, as it does with the 82 other

~ officially recognized student organizations. As an
organization comprised of Harvard Law students, however,
Lincoln's Inn is permitted to use the facilities of the izw
school (e.g. rooms, bulletin boards), and to have a tzble at
the annual student activities fair. More important, since
the Inn is comprised of law students, we feel an obligation
to help resolve problems that the neighbors have. Thus,
although we do not have direct authority over the Inn's on-
site activities in the same manner that we do with
activities on campus or in the dorms, 'we have tried to lend
our assistance and our influence to improving the Inn's
situation with the neighbors.

Early this fall, before there was any organized
activity by the neighbors or this Commission, we met with
Inn officers to discuss ways to ensure that neighborhood
problems of which we had been made aware in the past were
resolved in a systematic way. These discussions led to the
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adoption of the Inn's "Management Plan," which for the firs-
time spelled out in some detail what Practices the Inn would
adopt to minimize neighborhood disruption. These practices
were written into’ the bylaws to ensure continuity. Since the
adoption of that plan, there have been no complaints about
the Inn's behavior. ' :

_ The neighbors and the Law School want to ensure that
these improvements continue on a permanent basis. We have
‘met with Kathy Born of Neighborhood Nine, and Marc Rodwin,
Esg. and have talked with individual neighbors to learn mora
about the problems and discuss ways to accomplish our shared
goal. We then undertook a series of meetings with student
officials of the Inn and with local alumni to try to develop
a& more detailed permanent plan. The latest agreement '
between alumni and students of the Inn which we understand
will be submitted to you is the result of these effor:s.

We recognize the good faith efforts of the students
and alumni to find a permanent solution and to Try to set
limits on their activities. - Since there have been no
complaints from neighbors since last fall, fairness Gictates
recognizing the students! improved behavior at this point.

However, we agree with the neighbors that monitoring ‘
Oon a longer term basis is appropriate. Accordingly, we would
bPropose that any future complaints about disruptive behavior
by Inn students be directed to the License Commission, with
immediate notification to the Law School. If there are '
substantiated complaints of serious disruptive behavior
enytime within the next three years, Harvard will join the
neighbors in appearing before the Commission, and will urge
that the Commission take whatever action it deens advisable
to resolve the situation, including, if appropriate,
revocation of the Inn's license.

“

At that time, Harvard also will seriously consider
decertifying the Inn as a student organization. However, we
remain concerned that decertification D2y not improve the
situation, because it will result in @ loss of leverage with
the students. It may be that cutting all ties with the
student organization will not serve the neighbors' and our
mutual interest, since we then would be unable to help
monitor or influence student behavior, or to offer our
facilities for on-campus (as opposed to Follen Street)
parties. Harvard Law School does agree to consult with the
neighbors about the decertification issue if it arises. axt
the end of the three year period Harvard Law School will
2lso assess the need to continue this comittment.

In conclusion, we sympathize with the neighbors!
concerns. They have a right to expect that Lincoln's Inn
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will be a responsible neighbor. We feel that the past fiﬁe
months have shown that improvements in the students' .
behavior is possible, and that the new policies wilil

long way toward ensuring permanent improvements
same time,

closely.

go a
I
[,

At tre

we will continue to monitor the situa*ion

Sincerely,

/ME.JQM_

Sarzh E. Wald
Dean of Students

Qe i/

David N. Smith
Viee-Dezn




ANDREW L. Hyams
1572 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138

March 27, 1991

Sarah Wald, Dean of Students
Harvard Law Schcol
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Ms. Wald:

I am in receipt of your letter of March 18, 1991,
updating me on the Law School's actions regarding Lincoln's
Inn, and enclosing the March 19 letter to the License
Commission.

I want to thank you, Dean Clark, and the other Law
School leaders for your time and effort given over to
solving this problem. The March 19 letter to the License
Commission, in particular, demonstrates the Law School's
good faith and interest in helping this neighborhood should
things "get out of hand" again.

Again, many thanks for your responsiveness.

Very truly yours,

Cotd. by

Andrew L. Hyams
Class of 1980

cc: Dean Robert Clark




CAMBRIDGE LICENSE COMMISSION
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

831 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., 1ST FLOOR, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 * TEL. #89-6140
>

OQNmemmﬂ§
OReGiMiNg DONATA

JAMES THADDEUS McDAVITT

TERMAS V. SCOTT
Commission Chairman

Cﬁ_r'gi—ol-é@)epanmem
CGr‘nfit;nissiEAembjj
ANTHONY G. PAOLILLO

e sdil

Chief-of-Police Department RE ARBDW. SCAIJI

Commission Member C@missi%xecu&e‘ Officer
rm

(@) -

- “. .
m

March 25, 1991 == )

ph:£ Hd

Kent Sevener
Lincoln's Inn Society
44 Follen Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

RE: Lodging House License Reneval, Disciplinary Action and
Change of Managers.

Dear Mr. Sevenqr:

Please be advised that this will serve to confirm the vote of the
License Commission, 2-0 on March 19, 1991 reneving your Lodging
House license for 1991-1992, resolving the disciplinary action
heard November 1990 and changing your resident managers. The
folloving in detail vas approved:

1. The (3) nev resident managers are: Kent Sevener, Michael

Bopp and Michael Dierks. Please submit their background
probation forms to us for final confirmation.

2. The reneval of this license is conditioned on the continuing
involvement of the Harvard Lav School as specified in the
March 19, 1991 letter signed by Sarah E. Wald, Dean of
Students, and David N. Smith, Vice-Dean. (See letter
attached for reference of agreement).

3. Also as a condition of this reneval, if at any time a party

is held at the Lincoln's Inn, the Executive Officer of the
Cambridge License Commission should be notified in advance
so that the party may be monitored by the License Commission
staff. This monitoring is to make sure that the neighbor-

hood is not subjected to a nuisance by the parties
occurring.

) ;(j

St e o




Kent Sevener
March 25, 1991
Page Tvo

You should also confer vith the Inspectional Services
Departmént to determine the number of persons vhich vould be
alloved safely in your building before amy party occurs at
tne Inn. Please confirm this number to the Executive

er on or before your license is reneved. You should
also consult with the Fire Department on the entrances and
egresses needed for the number of persons approved by
Inspectional Services. You should have final confirmation
from both Departments before you next party and before April
30, 1991, the expiration date of your 1990-91 license. This
condition of confirming the number of persons alloved in
your building was considered a friendly amendment by Thomas
Scott, Fire Chief and License Commission member and approved
by the Commission 2-0 as an amendment to the above
conditions.

ayment of the fee : also due before your license

may be reneved. Y

If you should vish to appeal any of the above decision, you may
do so to Middlesex Superior Court within 60 days of receipt of
this decision, pursuant to M.G.L. c.249, s.4.

Sincerely yours,

- (R ALJZ/V

: Richard V. 'Scali
Executive Officer

Enclosures.

cc: Mayor Alice Wolf; Councillor Frank Duehay; Fire Chief Thomas
Scott; Acting Police Chief Joseph Grainer; Acting Police
Chief Henry Breen; Fred Scribner; Ken Mehlman; David Wylie,
Esq.; Cathie Born; Howvard Medved; Rita Corkery; Mark Rodvin,
Esq; Valerie Lynch.




HARVARD LAW SCHOOL

CAMBRIDGE - MASSACHUSETTS - 02138

March 19, 1991

Cambridge License Commission
831 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge Massachusetts 02139

Dear Members of the Commission:

In connection with your March 19,1991 hearing
concerning Lincoln's Inn, this is to update you on Harvard
Law School's efforts to resolve the Inn's problem with its
neighbors.

As you know, Lincoln's Inn is an independent
corporation, over which the Law School has no direct
authority. The Inn, not the law school, owns the building at
44 Follen Street. The Law School does not give Lincoln's Inn
any funding or support, as it does with the 82 other
officially recognized student organizations. As an
organization comprised of Harvard Law students, however,
Lincoln's Inn is permitted to use the facilities of the law
school (e.g. rooms, bulletin boards), and to have a table at
the annual student activities fair. More important, since
the Inn is comprised of law students, we feel an obligation
to help resolve problems that the neighbors have. Thus,
although we do not have direct authority over the Inn's on-
site activities in the same manner that we do with
activities on campus or in the dorms, we have tried to lend
our assistance and our influence to improving the Inn's
situation with the neighbors.

Early this fall, before there was any organized
activity by the neighbors or this Commission, we met with
Inn officers to discuss ways to ensure that neighborhood
problems of which we had been made aware in the past were
resolved in a systematic way. These discussions led to the




adoption of the Inn's "Management Plan," which for the first
time spelled out in some detail what practices the Inn would
adopt to minimize neighborhood disruption. These practices
were written into the bylaws to ensure continuity. Since the
adoption of that plan, there have been no complaints about
the Inn's behavior.

The neighbors and the Law School want to ensure that
these improvements continue on a permanent basis. We have
met with Kathy Born of Neighborhood Nine, and Marc Rodwin,
Esqg. and have talked with individual neighbors to learn more
about the problems and discuss ways to accomplish our shared
goal. We then undertook a series of meetings with student
officials of the Inn and with local alumni to try to develop
a more detailed permanent plan. The latest agreement
between alumni and students of the Inn which we understand
will be submitted to you is the result of these efforts.

We recognize the good faith efforts of the students
and alumni to find a permanent solution and to try to set
limits on their activities. Since there have been no
complaints from neighbors since last fall, fairness dictates
recognizing the students' improved behavior at this point.

However, we agree with the neighbors that monitoring
on a longer term basis is appropriate. Accordingly, we would
propose that any future complaints about disruptive behavior
by Inn students be directed to the License Commission, with
immediate notification to the Law School. If there are
substantiated complaints of serious disruptive behavior
anytime within the next three years, Harvard will join the
neighbors in appearing before the Commission, and will urge
that the Commission take whatever action it deems advisable
to resolve the situation, including, if appropriate,
revocation of the Inn's license.

At that time, Harvard also will seriously consider
decertifying the Inn as a student organization. However, we
remain concerned that decertification may not improve the
situation, because it will result in a loss of leverage with
the students. It may be that cutting all ties with the
student organization will not serve the neighbors' and our
mutual interest, since we then would be unable to help
monitor or influence student behavior, or to offer our
facilities for on-campus (as opposed to Follen Street)
parties. Harvard Law School does agree to consult with the
neighbors about the decertification issue if it arises. At
the end of the three year period Harvard Law School will
also assess the need to continue this comittment.

In conclusion, we sympathize with the neighbors'
concerns. They have a right to expect that Lincoln's Inn




will be a responsible neighbor. We feel that the past five
months have shown that improvements in the students'
behavior is possible, and that the new policies will go a
long way toward ensuring permanent improvements. At the
same time, we will continue to monitor the situation
closely.

Sincerely,

Aot & Jold

Sarah E. Wald
Dean of Students

) 1 /N

David N. Smith
Vice-Dean




LINCOLN’S INN SUMMARY OF. EVENTS
OVER PAST FIVE MONTHS
April 1, 1991

Lincoln’s Inn has responded energetically to the neighbors’
complaints by the following actions:

1. Adopted Management Plan (attached)
a) Building alterations:

(1) use a different front door
(ii1) sealed and doublepaned windows

b) Operations Rules
(i) closing time for parties
(11) prlor announcement of parties,
(iii) parties by invitation only
2. Entered Contract with Alumni
a) Reduced number of parties by half
b) Alumni attendance at all large partles
c) Prior scheduling and notice of parties
3. Revised By Laws

a) Established position of Governor of
Neighborhood Relations

b) Elaborate procedure for briefing and committing

newly elected officers

4. Maintain log of unusual noises and occurrences so
that future discussions will be based on fact.

5. Convinced a skeptical License Commission in the
course of three long hearings over five months to renew
license.

6. Maintained a complaint-free operation for five
months, without substantially reducing their activities.

* % %

In contrast, a small group of neighbors persists in
continuous hOStlllty toward the Inn despite have obtained
all of the actions and proof of good faith described above.

They have:




1. Sent dozens of scurrilous letters aggregating thirty
years of grievances in a way calculated to suggest that the
causes for complaint are on-going.

2. Made unverified and untrue charges:

- That the Inn is the source of noises that in
fact originate elsewhere.

- That their own unsightly dumpster and trash
belong to the Inn.

- That the Inn causes rats to come out of the
toilets.

3. Instigated vicious, slanderous, untrue newspaper
accounts:

"house of ill repute"
"animal house"
"loutish lawyers"

4. Used neighborhood leverage over Harvard’s Mass. Ave.
development plans to put Harvard pressure on Inn.

5. Unsuccessful in misleading the License Comm1551on,
they now seek to politicize the Inn through the City Council,
perpetuatlng their slander despite the absence of any
pertinent legislation before the Council.




LINCOLN'S INN SOCIETY
HOUSE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
FALL 1990

The Lincoln's Inn Board of Governors, and specifically its House
Managers, have adopted and successfully enacted the following program to
insure that neighbors are not disturbed by noise or any activities at the Inn.
In order to indicate the date of each action, parentheses "( )" have been placed
next to each action to indicate the date that it was enacted. All members of
the Board welcome any feedback or further recommendations.

L. Daily Operation

1. Members have been informed, by way of several mailings, of the
need to remain quiet when entering and leaving the house (10/05/90).

2. Signs are posted throughout the house informing members of the
need to remain quiet (10/02/90).

3. Use of the physical structure has been improved to minimize any
noise problems that may have existed. Specifically:

a. Members will enter and leave through the front rather than
the side door (11/12/90). The side door is much closer to 50

Follen Street, while the front door is close to nothing but the
Street;

b. Window locks have been installed on all second floor

common rooms, specifically in the poolroom (10/10/90). When
the windows are closed, noise is unlikely to travel;

c. The stereo has been removed, and the piano disabled, in the
poolroom (10/10/90); :

d. Storm windows have been installed on the poolroom
windows (projected 11/15/90 completion).

4. Access to the Inn is restricted after 1 a.m. on weekday nights

(10/14/90). On weekend nights and before 1 a.m. on weekdays, board
members will monitor both activities and noise levels.




II. Parties

1. All Lincoln's Inn parties will be closed; only persons with
invitations and invited guests will be admitted (11/07/90):

a. Members may invite guests to the party by giving them
invitations;

b. Persons on the guest list will also be given invitations;
c. Only those persons with invitations will be admitted;

d. No donations at the party will be accepted (10/07/90), nor will
an admission fee be charged (Longstanding policy).

2. A policeman will work outside the door at every party (In effect for
the past several years):

a. The officer will stand outside the door both to check for noise
from within the party and to keep all arriving and departing
quests quiet and moving home (9/30/90);

b. All party guests will leave before the policeman leaves at the
end of the evening (2 a.m.). '

3. Members of the board will also assist in insuring that all members
leave parties quietly and quickly:

a. Guests will be monitored until they are well off of Follen
Street, and will not be--as they never have been--permitted to
“cut through" 1574 Massachusetts Avenue.

4. Guests entering the party will be admitted for free (10/07/90), but will
be required to present a valid identification with their invitation:

a. Guests who have valid licenses indicating they are over 21
years old will receive a hand stamp or mark (Longstanding
policy); '

b. Members of the board will monitor the front door in hourly
shifts, checking identifications of all persons entering
(Longstanding policy).

5. Persons tending bar will not provide drinks to persons under 21, will

2




not serve persons becoming intoxicated, and will not allow guests to
make their own drinks (Longstanding policy).

6. Members of the Board, and all members of the Lincoln's Inn Society,
will carefully watch downstairs windows to insure that these windows
remain closed (Longstanding policy):

a. Signs are posted stating the need to keep all of the windows
closed; .
b. Persons who open, or attempt to open, windows will be
removed from the party immediately.

7. Music will be tested before and during the party to insure that it is
not audible outside (09/25/90). ’

8. A "point person” is a member of the Board appointed to monitor
each party (Longstanding policy). This is a rotating position—each
member of the Board of Governors takes a turn. This person:

a. Coordinates the efforts of members of the Board who work the
door, insuring that LD.s are checked and that persons leaving the
party are quiet;

b. Has authority to close the party at any time that noise becomes
excessive;

¢. Would receive any noise complaints that might occur.

III. Maintenance of the Physical Facility

1. The yard and house at 44 Follen Street is currently well kept and
attractive like other houses on the street. The Inn has spent a large
sum on landscaping since October 1, 1990.

2. Landscapers will be hired to re-mulch and clean ﬁp the yard each
Spring and Fall.

3. Members have been informed of the need to keep the
yard clean (10/08/90). '

4. An individual will be retained by the Inn who will maintain the
yard through periodic cleanups, take out and maintain garbage, and
shovel snow from the property (11/10/90):




a. The name and telephone number of this person will be made
available to all interested neighbors.

IV. Parking

1. The parking situation with respect to 50 Follen Street has been
amicably resolved. ’

2. Non-resident members have been informed not to park around the

Inn:
- a. WE WILL TOW members who do so (09/25/90);
b. "No parking" signs are posted throughout and around the Inn
(9/25/90).
V. Summer

1. An employee will be hired for the summer whose sole function is to
oversee the Inn and insure it is quiet and its grounds are well
maintained (10/02/90).

2. No parties will be permitted during the summer, and
summer tenants will sign contracts agreeing not to have any parties:

a. Such a contract will stipulate loss of security deposit for a first
violation and eviction for a second violation;

b. The summer manager will have the power to
enforce such a contract.

3. Summer tenants will be assigned house jobs to insure
that the physical facility remains neat.

4. The Chairman will carefully oversee the selection of
summer tenants, and haye veto power over any tenant.

VI. Continuity

L. In order to insure that future Boards of Governors understand the
importance of courteous and considerate behavior, the Lincoln's Inn
Constitution has been amended to require a formal meeting between
the outgoing chairman and the new board BEFORE that board takes




office (10/15/90):

a. At this meeting, this document, as well as general concerns of
the neighbors, will be discussed in detail;

b. The amendment specifically reads:

Before the newly elected Board of Governors assumes
office, and the old Board is removed, the outgoing
Chairman shall hold a formal meeting with the new
Board to discuss neighborhood relations. All members of
the new Board shall be required to attend.

2. A board of local alumni will be formed to insure, among other
things, smooth neighbor relations:

a. Such a board will meet each September with the student Board
of Governors;

b. The Chairman of the alumni board will speak with the
student Chairman on a monthly basis;

¢. The Inn will keep a log of neighbor complaints and will mail
this log to the Chairman of the local alumni board on a monthly
basis. Board members living in the Inn are generally available at
their personal telephone numbers and the general Inn number.
In addition, we have an answering machine and a general Inn

telephone number, so complaints, if any, can be made known to
us as they occur:

1) Both the general Inn number and the persorial
telephone numbers of Board members will be made
available to interested neighbors.

d. Neighbors will have the names of the local alumni board;
e. James Barr Ames will be among those on the alumni board.
3. Newcomb Stillwell, an attorney at Ropes and Gray, will be present at

both the Spring meeting between the old and new Boards and the Fall

meeting with the local alumni board to provide further guidance and
continuity.
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LINCOLN’S INN SUMMARY OF EVENTS
OVER PAST FIVE MONTHS
April 1, 1991

Lincoln’s Inn has responded energetically to the neighbors’
complaints by the following actions:

l. Adopted Management Plan (attached)
a) Building alterations:

(1) use a different front door
(i1) sealed and doublepaned windows

b) Operations Rules

(i) 01051ng time for parties
(11) prlor announcement of parties
(iii) parties by invitation only

2. Entered Contract with Alumni

a) Reduced number of parties by half
b) Alumni attendance at all large partles
c) Prior scheduling and notice of parties

3. Revised By Laws

a) Established position of Governor of
Neighborhood Relations

b) Elaborate procedure for briefing and committing
newly elected officers

4. Maintain log of unusual noises and occurrences so
that future discussions will be based on fact.

5. Convinced a skeptical License Commission in the
course of three long hearings over five months to renew
llcense

6. Maintained a complaint-free operation for five
months, without substantially reducing their activities.

* % *

In contrast, a small group of neighbors per51sts in
continuous hostlllty toward the Inn despite have obtained
all of the actions and proof of good faith described above.
They have:




1. Sent dozens of scurrilous letters aggregating thirty
years of grievances in a way calculated to suggest that the
causes for complaint are on-going.

2. Made unverified and untrue charges:

- That the Inn is the source of noises that in
fact originate elsewhere.

- That their own unsightly dumpster and trash
belong to the Inn.

- That the Inn causes rats to come out of the
toilets.

3. Instigated vicious, slanderous, untrue newspaper
accounts:

"house of ill repute"
"animal house"
"loutish lawyers"

4. Used neighborhood leverage over Harvard’s Mass. Ave.
development plans to put Harvard pressure on Inn.

5. Unsuccessful in misleading the License Commission,
they now seek to politicize the Inn through the City Council,
perpetuating their slander despite the absence of any
pertinent legislation before the Council.




'LINCOLN'S INN SOCIETY
HOUSE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
FALL 1990

The Lincoln's Inn Board of Governors, and specifically its House
Managers, have adopted and successfully enacted the following program to
insure that neighbors are not disturbed by noise or any activities at the Inn.
In order to indicate the date of each action, parentheses "( )" have been placed
next to each action to indicate the date that it was enacted. All members of
the Board welcome any feedback or further recommendations.

I. Daily Operation

1. Members have been informed, by way of several mailings, of the
need to remain quiet when entering and leaving the house (10/05/90).

2. Signs are posted throughout the house informing members of the
need to remain quiet (10/02/90).

3. Use of the physical structure has been improved to minimize any
noise problems that may have existed. Specifically:

a. Members will enter and leave through the front rather than
the side door (11/12/90). The side door is much dloser to 50
Follen Street, while the front door is close to nothing but the
street;

b. Window locks have been installed on all second floor

common rooms, specifically in the poolroom (10/10/90). When
the windows are closed, noise is unlikely to travel;

~ C. The stereo has been removed, and the piano disabled, in the
poolroom (10/10/90); :

d. Storm windows have been installed on the poolroom
windows (projected 11/15/90 completion).

4. Access to the Inn is restricted after 1 a.m. on weekday nights

(10/14/90). On weekend nights and before 1 a.m. on weekdays, board
members will monitor both activities and noise levels.




II. Parties

L. All Lincoln's Inn parties will be closed; only persons with
invitations and invited guests will be admitted (11/07/90):

a. Members may invite guests to the party by giving them
invitations;

b. Persons on the guest list will also be given invitations;
¢. Only those persons with invitations will be admitted;

d. No donations at the party will be accepted (10/07/90), nor will
an admission fee be charged (Longstanding policy).

2. A policeman will work outside the door at every party (In effect for
the past several years):

a. The officer will stand outside the door both to check for noise
from within the party and to keep all arriving and departing
quests quiet and moving home (9/30/90);

b. All party guests will leave before the policeman leaves at the
end of the evening (2 a.m.). ‘

3. Members of the board will also assist in insuring that all members
leave parties quietly and quickly:

a. Guests will be monitored until they are well off of Follen
Street, and will not be--as they never have been--permitted to
"cut through" 1574 Massachusetts Avenue.

4. Guests entering the party will be admitted for free (10/07/90), but will
be required to present a valid identification with their invitation:

a. Guests who have valid licenses indicating they are over 21
years old will receive a hand stamp or mark (Longstanding

policy); :

b. Members of the board will monitor the front door in hourly
shifts, checking identifications of all persons entering
(Longstanding policy).

5. Persons tending bar will not provide drinks to persons under 21, will

2




not serve persons becoming intoxicated, and will not allow guests to
make their own drinks (Longstanding policy). '

6. Members of the Board, and all members of the Lincoln's Inn Society,
will carefully watch downstairs windows to insure that these windows
remain closed (Longstanding policy):

a. Signs are posted stating the need to keep all of the windows
closed; '

b. Persons who open, or attempt to open, windows will be
removed from the party immediately.

7. Music will be tested before and during the party to insure that it is
not audible outside (09/25/90). A '

8. A "point person" is a member of the Board appointed to monitor
each party (Longstanding policy). This is a rotating position—each
member of the Board of Governors takes a turn. This person:

a. Coordinates the efforts of members of the Board who work the
door, insuring that L.D.s are checked and that persons leaving the
party are quiet;

b. Has authority to close the party at any time that noise becomes
excessive;

¢. Would receive any noise complaints that might occur.

III. Maintenance of the Physical Facility

1. The yard and house at 44 Follen Street is currently well kept and
attractive like other houses on the street. The Inn has spent a large
sum on landscaping since October 1, 1990.

2. Landscapers will be hired to re-mulch and clean ixp the yard each
Spring and Fall.

3. Members have been informed of the need to keep the
yard clean (10/08/90).

4. An individual will be retained by the Inn who will maintain the
yard through periodic cleanups, take out and maintain garbage, and
shovel snow from the property (11/10/90):




~ a. The name and telephone number of this person will be made
available to all interested neighbors.

IV. Parking

1. The parking situation with respect to 50 Follen Street has been
amicably resolved. o '

2. Non-resident members have been informed not to park around the

Inn:
‘a. WE WILL TOW members who do so (09/25/90);
b. "No parking" signs are posted throughout and around the Inn
(9/25/90). '
V. Summer

1. An employee will be hired for the summer whose sole function is to
oversee the Inn and insure it is quiet and its grounds are well

maintained (10/02/90).

2. No parties will be permitted during the summer, and _
summer tenants will sign contracts agreeing not to have any parties:

a. Such a contract will stipulate loss of security deposit for a first
violation and eviction for a second violation;

b. The summer manager will have the power to
enforce such a contract.

3. Summer tenants will be assigned house jobs to insure
that the physical facility remains neat.

4. The Chairman will carefully oversee the selection of
summer tenants, and have veto power over any tenant.

VI. Continuity

L. In order to insure that future Boards of Governors understand the
importance of courteous and considerate behavior, the Lincoln's Inn
Constitution has been amended to require a formal meeting between
the outgoing chairman and the new board BEFORE that board takes




office (10/15/90):

a. At this meeting, this document, as well as general concerns of
the neighbors, will be discussed in detail;

b. The amendment specifically reads:

~ Before the newly elected Board of Governors assumes
office, and the old Board is removed, the outgoing
Chairmar shall hold a formal meeting with the new
Board to discuss neighborhood relations. All members of
the new Board shall be required to attend.

2. A board of local alumni will be formed to insure, among other
things, smooth neighbor relations:

a. Such a board will meet each September with the student Board
of Governors;

b. The Chairman of the alumni board will speak with the
student Chairman on a monthly basis;

¢. The Inn will keep a log of neighbor complaints and will mail
this log to the Chairman of the local alumni board on a monthly
basis. Board members living in the Inn are generally available at
their personal telephone numbers and the general Inn number.
In addition, we have an answering machine and a general Inn
telephone number, so complaints, if any, can be made known to
us as they occur:

1) Both the general Inn number and the persorial
telephone numbers of Board members will be made
available to interested neighbors. -

d. Neighbors will have the names of the local alumnij board;
e. James Barr Ames will be among those on the alumni board.
3. Newcomb Stillwell, an attorney at Ropes and Gray, will be present at

both the Spring meeting between the old and new Boards and the Fall

meeting with the local alumni board to provide further guidance and
continuity.




LINCOLN’S INN SUMMARY OF EVENTS
OVER PAST FIVE MONTHS
April 1, 1991

Lincoln’s Inn has responded energetically to the neighbors’
complaints by the following actions:

l. Adopted Management Plan (attached)
a) Building alterations:

(1) use a different front door
(i1) sealed and doublepaned windows

b) Operations Rules

(1) closing time for parties
(11) prlor announcement of parties
(iii) parties by invitation only

2. Entered Contract with Alumni

a) Reduced number of parties by half
b) Alumni attendance at all large partles
c) Prior scheduling and notice of parties

3. Revised By Laws

a) Established position of Governor of
Neighborhood Relations

b) Elaborate procedure for briefing and committing
newly elected officers

4. Maintain log of unusual noises and occurrences so
that future discussions will be based on fact.

5. Convinced a skeptical License Commission in the
course of three long hearings over five months to renew
license.

6. Maintained a complaint-free operation for five
months, without substantially reducing their activities.

* % %

In contrast, a small group of neighbors per51sts in
continuous hOStlllty toward the Inn despite have obtained
all of the actions and proof of good faith described above.
They have:




1. Sent dozens of scurrilous letters aggregating thirty
years of grievances in a way calculated to suggest that the
causes for complaint are on-going.

2. Made unverified and untrue charges:

- That the Inn is the source of noises that in
fact originate elsewhere.

- That their own unsightly dumpster and trash
belong to the Inn.

- That the Inn causes rats to come out of the
toilets.

3. Instigated vicious, slanderous, untrue newspaper
accounts:

"house of ill repute"
"animal house"
"loutish lawyers"

4. Used neighborhood leverage over Harvard’s Mass. Ave.
development plans to put Harvard pressure on Inn.

5. Unsuccessful in misleading the License Commission,
they now seek to politicize the Inn through the City Council,
perpetuating their slander despite the absence of any
pertinent legislation before the Council.




LINCOLN'S INN SOCIETY
HOUSE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
FALL 1990

The Lincoln's Inn Board of Governors, and specifically its House
Managers, have adopted and successfully enacted the following program to
insure that neighbors are not disturbed by noise or any activities at the Inn.
In order to indicate the date of each action, parentheses "( )" have been placed
next to each action to indicate the date that it was enacted. All members of
the Board welcome any feedback or further recommendations.

I. Daily Operation

1. Members have been informed, by way of several mailings, of the
need to remain quiet when entering and leaving the house (10/05/90).

2. Signs are posted throughout the house informing members of the
need to remain quiet (10/02/90).

3. Use of the physical structure has been improved to minimize any
noise problems that may have existed. Specifically:

a. Members will enter and leave through the front rather than
the side door (11/12/90). The side door is much closer to 50
Follen Street, while the front door is close to nothing but the
street;

b. Window locks have been installed on all second floor
common rooms, specifically in the poolroom (10/10/90). When
the windows are closed, noise is unlikely to travel;

¢. The stereo has been removed, and the piano disabled, in the
poolroom (10/10/90); :

d. Storm windows have been installed on the poolroom
windows (projected 11/15/90 completion).

4. Access to the Inn is restricted after 1 a.m. on weekday nights
(10/14/90). On weekend nights and before 1 a.m. on weekdays, board
members will monitor both activities and noise levels.




II. Parties

1. All Lincoln’s Inn parties will be closed; only persons with
invitations and invited guests will be admitted (11/07/90):

a. Members may invite guests to the party by giving them
invitations;

b. Persons on the guest list will also be given invitations;
¢. Only those persons with invitations will be admitted;

d. No donations at the party will be accepted (10/07/90), nor will
an admission fee be charged (Longstanding policy).

2. A policeman will work outside the door at every party (In effect for
the past several years):

a. The officer will stand outside the door both to check for noise
from within the party and to keep all arriving and departing
quests quiet and moving home (9/30/90);

b. All party guests will leave before the policeman leaves at the
end of the evening (2 am.). ‘

3. Members of the board will also assist in insuring that all members
leave parties quietly and quickly: -

a. Guests will be monitored until they are well off of Follen
Street, and will not be--as they never have been--permitted to
"cut through" 1574 Massachusetts Avenue.

4. Guests entering the party will be admitted for free (10/07/90), but will
be required to present a valid identification with their invitation:

a. Guests who have valid licenses indicating they are over 21
years old will receive a hand stamp or mark (Longstanding

policy);

b. Members of the board will monitor the front door in hourly
shifts, checking identifications of all persons entering
(Longstanding policy).

5. Persons tending bar will not provide drinks to persons under 21, will




not serve persons becoming intoxicated, and will not allow guests to
make their own drinks (Longstanding policy).

6. Members of the Board, and all members of the Lincoln's Inn Society,
will carefully watch downstairs windows to insure that these windows
remain dosed (Longstanding policy):

a. Signs are posted stating the need to keep all of the windows
closed; '

b. Persons who open, or attempt to open, windows will be
removed from the party immediately.

7. Music will be tested before and during the party to insure that it is
not audible outside (09/25/90). , '

8. A "point person” is a member of the Board appointed to monitor
each party (Longstanding policy). This is a rotating position—each
member of the Board of Governors takes a turn. This person:

a. Coordinates the efforts of members of the Board who work the
door, insuring that LD.s are checked and that persons leaving the
party are quiet;

b. Has authority to close the party at any time that noise becomes
‘excessive;

¢. Would receive any noise complaints that might occur.

Ill. Maintenance of the Physical Facility

1. The yard and house at 44 Follen Street is currently well kept and
attractive like other houses on the street. The Inn has spent a large
sum on landscaping since October 1, 1990.

2. Landscapers will be hired to re-mulch and clean ﬁp the yard each
Spring and Fall.

3. Members have been informed of the need to keep the
yard clean (10/08/90).

4. An individual will be retained by the Inn who will maintain the
yard through periodic cleanups, take out and maintain garbage, and
shovel snow from the property (11/10/90):




a. The name and telephone number of this person will be made
available to all interested neighbors. '

1V. Parking

1. The parking situation with respect to 50 Follen Street has been
amicably resolved. '

2. Non-resident members have been informed not to park around the

Inn:
a. WE WILL TOW members who do so (09/25/90);
b. "No parking" signs are posted throughout and around the Inn
(9/25/90). ‘
V. Summer

1. An employee will be hired for the summer whose sole function is to
oversee the Inn and insure it is quiet and its grounds are well
maintained (10/02/90). .

2. No parties will be permitted during the summer, and
summer tenants will sign contracts agreeing not to have any parties:

a. Such a contract will stipulate loss of security deposit for a first
violation and eviction for a second violation;

b. The summer manager will have the power to
enforce such a contract.

3. Summer tenants will be assigned house jobs to insure
that the physical facility remains neat.

4. The Chairman will carefully oversee the selection of
summer tenants, and have veto power over any tenant.

VI. Continuity

1. In order to insure that future Boards of Governors understand the
importance of courteous and considerate behavior, the Lincoln's Inn
Constitution has been amended to require a formal meeting between
the outgoing chairman and the new board BEFORE that board takes




office (10/15/90):

a. At this meeting, this document, as well as general concerns of
the neighbors, will be discussed in detail;

b. The amendment spedifically reads:

Before the newly elected Board of Governors assumes
office, and the old Board is removed, the outgoing
Chairman shall hold a formal meeting with the new
Board to discuss neighborhood relations. All members of
the new Board shall be required to attend.

2. A board of local alumni will be formed to insure, among other
things, smooth neighbor relations:

a. Such a board will meet each September with the student Board
of Governors;

b. The Chairman of the alumni board will speak with the
student Chairman on a monthly basis;

¢. The Inn will keep a log of neighbor complaints and will mail
this log to the Chairman of the local alumni board on a monthly
basis. Board members living in the Inn are generally available at
their personal telephone numbers and the general Inn number.
In addition, we have an answering machine and a general Inn

telephone number, so complaints, if any, can be made known to
us as they occur:

1) Both the general Inn number and the personal
telephone numbers of Board members will be made
available to interested neighbors.

d. Neighbors will have the names of the local alumni board;
e. James Barr Ames will be among those on the alumni board.
3. Newcomb Stillwell, an attorney at Ropes and Gray, will be present at

both the Spring meeting between the old and new Boards and the Fall

meeting with the local alumni board to provide further guidance and
continuity.




MARC A. RODWIN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

50 FOLLEN STREET NO. 206
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 L n e
(617) 491-0696 o '

March 21, 1991

Robert C. Clark

Dean, Harvard Law School
Harvard University
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Dean Clark:

As you are aware, the Cambridge City Council will hold a
hearing on the nuisance caused by the Harvard Law School's '
Lincoln's Inn Society on April 1, at 7 p.m. and Dean of Students,
Sarah Wald will attend.

I am writing to request that you attend yourself, or if you
are unable to come, that at least you send your Vice-Dean David
N. Smith to explain what measures the law school is taking to
resolve the problem. The reason is simple. As I explained to
you in my letter of February 25, efforts to resolve this problem
through the dean of students over the last 20 or more years has
been to no avail. This has been as true under the current dean
of students as in the past. We do not believe they have
authority to take the measures needed. The neighbors believe
that until the issue receives attention at the highest level this
problem will not be solved.

In your letter to me of March 6, you indicated that you did
not have the time to meet with the neighborhood group. But you
said that Vic-Dean Smith would handle the issue on your behalf.
Sending Vice-Dean Smith to the Cambridge City Council would help
indicate the seriousness of the law school's intent to resolve
the problem. It is a needed measure because to date Vice-Dean
Smith has been unable to meet with the Neighbors of the Harvard
Law School's Lincoln's Inn. He also did not attend the License
Commission hearing. We thus have little evidence that he is
handling these matters on your behalf.

At the License Commission meeting on March 19th Sarah Wald
presented a tentative law school plan that was inadequate to
resolve the problem and showed little law school commitment.
Neighbors indicated the problems with the plan at the License
Commission hearing. I have also spoken to Vice-Dean Smith by
telephone today indicating why the plan is unsatisfactory and
indicating how it can be improved. We believe that the Cambridge
City Council hearing is an appropriate opportunity for either
yourself or Vice-Dean Smith to respond to the constructive
suggestions that Neighbors have made on the tentative law school
plan. ~




-~

(letter to Dean Robert C. Clark, p. 2)

I am sure that you want to consult the neighborhood in
devising a plan to stop the problems caused by your students. I
also believe you want to explain the law school response in a
public forum to held clear up the misunderstandings and ill will
that has developed over this issue. A problem this serious
shculd not be left to fester. The City Council meeting is a
perfect opportunity to help resolve this problem. I therefore
lock forward to meeting you at the Cambridge City Council. If

. you are unable to attend I expect you will send Vice-Dean David

Smith.

Sincerely, .
. 7

A

Marc A. Rodwin, Esq.

for the Neighbors's of
the Harvard Law School's
Lincoln's Inn Society

cc: Mr. Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk, to be distributed to
City Councilors in preparation for the April 1 hearing.
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HARVARD LAW SCHOOL
CAMBRIDGE - MASSACHUSETTS - 02138

DEAN OF STUDENTS
(617) 495-1880

March 28, 1991

Mr. Joseph Connarton
City Clerk

Cambridge City Hall
795 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Connarton,

In connection with the public hearing on Lincoln's Inn
scheduled for April 1, 1991, I have enclosed (a) the recent
decision by the License Commission, and (b) a letter from a
neighbor in response to the Law School's activities.

I will be at the hearing along with Marilyn O'Connell, and
we will be available to answer any questions the council may

have.
Sincerely,

Sarah E. Wald
Dean of Students
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March 25, 1991

Kent Sevener
Lincoln's Inno Society
¢£ rFollea Street
Cambridge, HA 02138

RE: Lodging House License Reneval, Disciplinmary Action and
Chznge of Managers. .

Dear Mr. Sevener:

Please be advised that this vill serve to confirm the vete of the
License Coz=mission, 2-0 on HMarch 19, 1991 reneving your Lodcging
House license for 1991-1992, resgolving the disciplinary action
beard November 1990 and ckanging your resident manage-vtw*The
follovicg in detail wvas approved:

1. The (3) newv resident managers are: Keat Sevener, Michzel
Bopp and Michael Dierks. Pleese submit their background
protation forms to us for finzl confirmation.

2. The reneval of this license is conditioned on the continuiag
involvenment of the Harvard Lav School as specified in the
March 19, 1991 letter signed by Sareh E. Weld, Deza of
Students, and David K. Spith, Vice-Dean. (See letter
attached for reference of agreement).

3. Also &s a condition of this remeval, if at any time a party
is held at the Lincoln's Inn, the Executive Officer of the
Carbridge License Commission should be notified in zadvance
so that the party may be rconitored by the License Comnission
staff. This monitoring is to nake sure that the neighbor-
hood is not subjected to & nuisance by the parties
occurring. :
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Kent Sevener
Mzrch 25, 1991
Page Tvo
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4. You should zlso confer ¥ith the Inspectionzl Services
Department to determine the number of persons vhich would be
alloved safely in your building before ery party cccurs &t
the Inn. Please confirn this pumber to the Executive
Officer on or before your license is reneved. You should
also consult wvith the Fire Department on the entrances and
egresses needed for the number of persons approved by
Inspectional Services. You should have final confirmation
from both Departments before you rext party and befors April
20, 1991, the expiration date of your 19€0-91 license. This
condition of confirming the number of persons alloved in
your buillding was considered @ friendly amendment by Thoras
Scott, Fire Chief and License Conzission member and approved
by the Commission 2-0 as an zmeadment to the above
conditions.

The payment of the fee of $66.00 is zlso due before your license

b

may be reneved. f

1

If you should vish to appeal any of the above decision, you may
do so to Middlesex Superior Court vitkin 60 days of receipt of
this decision, pursuant to K.G.L. c.24S, s.4.

Sincerely yours,

i~

A/ R
Richard V. "Sceli
Executive O<fircer

Enclosures.

Ccc: HMayor Alice Wolf; Councillor Frank Duehay; Fire Chief Thomas
Scott; Acting Police Chief Joseph Grainmer; Acting Pol:ice
Chief Henry Breen; Fred Scribper; Ren Mehlmzn:; David Wylie,
Esg.; Cathie Born; Hovard Hedved'/h*ta Corkery; Hazrk Rodwvin,
Esq; Valerie Lynch.
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Ned
March 19, 1sg1
Cambridge License Commission
531 Mzssachusetis Avenuts
Cazbridge Massachuset ts 0213

Dear Members of the Comzission:

In connection with your March 19 1997 hearing

conce?nLng Lincoln's Inxn, this is to uo ate you on na*wa:d
Tzw School's efforts to *e501ve the Inn's problem with its

neighbors.

As you know, Linccln's Inn is an independent
corporation, over which the Law School has no direct
authority. The Inn, not the law school, owns Lhe building a
44 Follen Strest. The Law School does not give Lincoln's In:

any und*nd or support, as it does with the 82 other
<

ficially recognized student organizations. As 2n
ganization comprised of Harvard Law student

S, nowever,
Lincoln's Inn is permitied to use the facilities of the izy
crool (e.g. rooms, bulletin boards), and to have = tz=ls 2
the znnual situdent activities fair. More important, sirnce
the Inn is comprised of law st cudents, we fsel an obligaticn
o help resolve problems that the neighbors have. Thous,
a'tnougn we do not have direct zuthority over the Inn's cn-

site activities in the same manner that we do with
activities on campus or in the dorms, we have tried to leng
our assistaznce and our influence to improving the Inn's
situation with the neicrobers.

i

Early this fzll, reZfore there was any organized
activity by the neighbors or this Commission, wWe met wit-
Inn officers to discuss ways to ensure that neightorhocd
problems of which we haa zeen made aware in the past were

resoilved in a systematic way. These discussions led to t-e




adoption cf the Inn's 2t for oThl. fir
Tine speliled oul in s @3 The Inm o owolld
zCcopT To minizize nel n@ss LTEOT oEs
wera wrizTen into The vi Gl alTy. Since 1Zco
elcption of tihat plzn, there hzve been no complzliniz azbous
t-e Irnn's kehevicr.

The neichbors and the Law Scheel warnt tco ensure trna<
these improvezents continue on a cermanent basis. We hzve
met wlth-Ka:hy Born of Neighborhcod Nine, and MXarc Rodwin,
Esg. and have talked with d’Vlcucl neighbors to lezrn mors
about thes problems and discuss ways to accomplish r red
goal. We then undertook a series of meetings with st T
officials of the Inn and with local alumni to Lry ico

2 pore detailed permanent plan. The latesct zgres-e
between al nni and students of the Inn which we
will be submitted to vou is the result of these

We recognize the good fzith efforts of the studen~s
and alumni to find a2 permanent sclution and to frv to set
limits on their activities. - Since there have been no
coemplaints from neighbors since last fall, fairnmess dictates
recognizing the students' improved behavior at tris point.

However, we agree with the neighbors tha

L menitoring
on a longer tTerm basis 1s appropriate. Accordingly, we woutld
Propose that any future complaints zkout disruptive behzvicr
Dy Inn students be directed to thz Licenze Cecrzission, with
izmediate notification to the Lzw Schooi. T+ thnere 2re
substantiated complaints of serious cdisruptive beravicr
anytime "ith the next three years, par'va*d wWill jein the
neighbors in appearﬂh” before the Cormission, and will urce
that the Com=mission -‘ke whatever action it dezzms advisarie
to resolve the situation, including, if apprepriate,
revocation of the Inn's llcense.

At that time, Harvard also will seriously consider
decertifying Tthe Inn as a student organization. However, e
remain concerned that decertification Z2Y notT improve tra
situation, because it will result in 2 loss of levaerazge with
The students. It may be that cutiing 211 ties with the
student organization will not serve the neighbors' andé cuxr
nutiial ir*e*e since we then weuld be uneble o nels
zmonitor or lnzluence student bekavior, or to offsr cur
_ac :lities for on 1—canpus (as opposed to Follen Strset)
varties. Earvard Law School does acree to consult with the
neighbors about the decertificaticn lssue 1f it arises. 2=
the end of the three vear period Harvard Law Schocl will
elso assess the need to continue this cemlttment.

in conclusion, we sympathize with the neigroors'!
concerns. They have a right to ewgect ithzat Llnéeln's In=n




i




‘*«uw

K igga

1. The HrstoRy

November 22, 1990

APPENDIX
TO THE
PROPOSALS FOR ADDRESSING THE LINCOLN’S INN NUISANCE
SUBMITTED BY NEIGHBORS OF THE LINCOLN’S INN

THE NATURE AND HISTORY OF THE
LINCOLN’S INN NUISANCE AND

THE INADEQUACY OF THE PROPOSED MANAGEMENT PLAN

The Lincoln’s Inn Society, located at 44 Follen Street in
Cambridge, operates an Inn under a license granted by the city of
Cambridge. But the society has used the premises contrary to the
purposes stated in its application for a variance to use the
premises, in violation of laws for operating inns, and contrary to
uses compatible with a residential neighborhood. The Inn has
flouted the city laws and abused the good will of neighbors.

Today the Inn asks the Commission not to revoke its license,
pledging to turn over a new leaf. They submit a management plan
which they claim will resolve the long-standing problems. For the
reasons stated below, we respectfully submit that the plan, even
if taken at face value and fully implemented, cannot resolve the
problem. Moreover, the long record of abuses and bad faith in
addressing neighbors’ complaints, and violation of previous
agreements militates against giving them a second chance. Already
neighbors have written statements saying that they have moved out
of the neighborhood because of the nuisance, have visited friends
on party nights so that they could sleep, have declined to purchase
a condominium abutting the Inn because of the noise pollution, and
have felt "victimized in their own homes." It is now time for the
Lincoln’s Inn to stop its parties, or if they are essential to its
changed purposes, to relocate the parties or the Inn to a more
appropriate neighborhood.
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The Inadequacy of the Proposed Management Plan

The proposed management plan, is not substantially different
from many of the reforms promised and put into place in past vears,
and does not even attempt to address the concerns of the community.

The management plan would not 1imit the number of people at
parties. It would not stop the parties at a reasonable hour of
the night. It would not stop or in any way control the drinking
of large amounts of alcohol and thus would not eliminate the
drunken behavior of members or guests. It does not provide for a
Harvard Law School official proctor, or a Harvard Law School Dean
being on call on a 24-hour basis to bring order to the party if
there are complaints. The plan does not reduce the number of
guests at parties to a number legally allowed for purposes of
preventing fire hazards. Rather than attempt to address the cause
of the problems caused by their loud drinking parties, the Inn has
the gaul to claim that the noise emanates from elsewhere.

The management plan offers meaningless procedural protection,
management structures, and a board of advisors. The Inn claims that
its efforts to insulate the house for heat with thermapane windows,
and using a front door rather than a side door will stop the noise.
But much of the noise comes as the partygoers (one hundred to two
hundred) leave the premise and walk drunk in the neighborhood. No
effort to contain noise within the house will stop the nuisance as
long as the Inn hosts parties with large numbers of people, late
at night, with open bars. The history of the inn explains why the
management plan cannot ‘even begin to address the problem.

The Historv

The Original Use of the House and Covenant With the Neighborhood.

When the Inn applied for a zoning variance, to move to 44
Follen Street, they made certain public promises to the city and
the neighborhood. They stated that the Inn would be primarily a
residential and eating facility. They explicitly said that
stringent academic demands "would prevent its members from making
24 hour a day use of the property or from constantly using the
property in a noisy manner, that except at meal hours, the use of
the property would be for study purposes..." At the time there
was a special need for housing. Members of the Inn comprised 1/8
of the total enrollment of the Harvard Law School and the Inn
provided a residence for them. The Christian Science Church
located on the corner of Follen Street attended the hearing on the
zoning variance and said they would not oppose the variance if no
alcoholic beverages were served. It was understood by all parties
that this would be the case. Thus the Lincoln’s Inn entered the

4
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neighborhood with a specific understanding about the kind of
conduct they would engage in. These understandings are a matter of
public record, and stated in documents filed ag. the board of
licensing and appeal and zoning board (Exhibit A).

Since 1947 the purposes and actives of the Lincoln’s Inn has
changed dramatically. No longer is it primarily an eating club
and dormitory. Today the Lincoln’s Inn 1s used primarily to host
drinking parties. Seven students live there (3 in violation of
their current permit) and the Inn does not provide meals for the
remzinder of their members. The Inn also hosts other social
activities. But the main activity people buy when they join the
Inn is the chance to party, an activity that was specifically
stated as outside the objectives of the Inn when they entered the
neighborhood. It is these parties which create the bulk of the
problems for the neighborhood, the noise, drunken pehavior, and
refuse. The Inn must now decide if they want to continue with
their new purposes and if so move to a more appropriate location,
or return to their original objectives and publicly state that they
will not use the Inn as a place of entertainment.

A Pattern of Problems Is Established Early On

Had the activities of the Lincoln’s Inn been unobtrusive no
one would have noticed that they violated their covenant with the
community. But such was not the case. The Harvard Law School has
refused to provide residents with any record of the volumir.ous
complaints they have received. And many of those who have been
aggrieved have long moved or passed away. But public records at
the Board of Appeals and the Licensing commission ..and former
neighbors who have remained in contact with area friends provide’
sufficient records to show a long-standing problem.

As early as 1957 the Inn had become a menace to the
neighborhood. The Vice-President of NILES, IncC. owner of 41 Follen
Street wrote several angry letters to the Lincoln’s Inn complaining
of the loud noisy parties, vandalism, and drunken behavior. These
ljetters make clear that these incidents were not isolated, but
long-standing and had existed "ever since youl organization
obtained a variance of the zoning Laws" and that repeated efforts
to resolve the problem had resulted in failure. The complaints of
neighbors today are similar in character, buat the problem is wcISe.
Copies of the NILES, Inc. letters were mailed to the Cambridge

! pocuments supporting the statements in this Appendix are

on file at the Cambridge Licensing Commission in a document titled
"Exhibits Supporting the Proposals for addressing the Lincoln’s Inn
Nuisance Submitted by Neighbors of the Lincoln’s Inn." These
documents are also included, with others, in the materials
submitted at the November 13 Hearing.

5
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Board of Appeals and the Dean of the Harvard Law Schoo}. Thus the

Inn, the law school, and the city of Cambridge had notice of these
problems (Exhibit B).

In the mid 1970's the problems were almost the same as the
1950’s but the instigators of the cfficial complaints Wwere
neighbors on the other side. In 1975 the owners of 50 Follen
gtreet objected to the renewal of the Lincoln’s Inn Society permit
and hired attorneys to state their case before the Cambridge
Licensing Commission (Exhibit C).  However the permit was not
denied and the problems persisted.

In the Early 1980’'s these problems became worse. Again
complaints were lodged with the Lincoln’s Inn, the Harvard Law
School, the President of Harvard University, and the campus police.
The author of one letter said "your music was so loud that I could
not hear the radio in my oOwn apartment" (Exhibit D). This
complaint still reverberates today. A letter written toO the
Commission in 1990 states "I could not hear the television in my
apartment because of your loud music" (Exhibit E).

The Problem Today

In the past two years there have been continual efforts by
neighbors to end the nuisance amicably. Starting in 1988 there
were a series of meetings. In addition to meeting with the
Lincoln’s Inn Society, neighbors nave written and mez with City
Councilor Alice Wolfe, (now Mayor), Police Chief Anthony Paolillo,
the Licensing Commission, Paul Johnson, Chief of +the Harvard
police, and Sarah Wald,.Dean of Students at Harvard Law School
(Exhibit F).

The Licensing Commission iavestigated the complaints. The
investigator entered the premises with out Dbeing "charged
admission, carded, or hand-stamped, as was the normal proceduare as
explained by [Lincoln’s Inn President] Kenneth vVermillion. The
report indicates that there was normally a charge for non- members,
and the charge entitled people admitted to "free drinks’ at one of
the three bars (Exhibit G). In effect the Lincoln’s Inn was
selling liguor without a license in the guise of an admission fee

in violation of state liquor laws.

Although the Lincoln’s Inn denies that it now charges for
liquor, it admits that in the past they placed a pox at the door
for contributions. We submit that the characterization of this
practice as a voluntary contribution is a misrepresentaticn. it
was a subterfuge, a way to charge admission in effect while
eltering the appearance. Whatever their practice since the
licencing violations were disclosed to authorities the Inn £louted
the liquor laws in the past and =hus have shown themselves unworthy
of keeping their license as an Inn.

6
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The Current Alcohol Problem

However, even if the Inn now ceases to sell liguor, the liquor
problem is nearly as grave, perhaps even graver. 1f the Inn
distributes alcohol freely, it encourages public drunkenness and
creates a public health hazard. The Inn dispenses alcohol not with
meals but after dinner and throughout the night when it will
intoxicate drinkers even TWOI€ quickly. Despite the Inn's
submitting all sorts of management plans that it claims will
eliminate the problems, the Inn has never submitted a plan that
would limit the amount of alcohol partygoers could consume. Thus
without charging for drinks the Inn becomes an "all you can drink
par" that encourages reckless drunkenness. State laws prohibit
commercial bars from having “happy hours® that provide two drinks
for the price of one because it has found this to encourage
excessive drinking. The problem in this private club is even
greater. Drunkenness is the root cause of most of the problems
neighbors complain about: the outrageous conduct that is rude,
loud, vulgar, intimidating, a nuisance and a danger to the public
safety of neighbors as well as Inn members and guests. The thirty
statements submitted by residents at the November 13 hearing
indicate that Inn members or guests have driven away too drunk to
control a car.

The failure of the Inn to devise a plan to limit alcohol
consumption 1s understandable (though not excusable) for two
reasons. First, as long as there is a free liguor bar and large
numbers of members and guests, it will be nearly impossible to
control the volume of alcohol consumed. second, drinking and
partying -is the raison d'etre of the Inn as it operates today. If .
it alcohol drinking were not central to the Inn's activities they
would have stopped these drunken parties long ago in response to
complaints. They have not and refuse to do so evel today in face.
of our repeated reguests.

Conclusion

Other fraternities at KEarvard, M.I.T. and other Cambridge
colleges do not pose the problems as Lincoln's Inn because they
are subject to strict university oversight, are answerable to a
national organization, comply with strict rules about the time,
and number of guests and dispensing of alcohol or are not located
in the middle of residential neighborhoods. None of these
conditions exist in the case of the Lincoln’s Inn.

If the Inn wants to be located in a residential neighborhood
they must stop being a site for drinking parties. Without this
all other efforts to address the nuisance will be futile.
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November 22, 1990
CAMBRIDGE LICENSING COMMISSION

PROPOSALS FOR ADDRESSING THE LINCOLN’S INN NUISANCE

SUBMITTED BY NEIGHBORS OF THE LINCOLN'S INN

We respectfully suggest three alternative approaches for the
Cambridge Licensing Commission to take to resolve the problem.
They are listed in order of preference. An appendix explains the
nature of the problem and reasons for our recommendations.

1. The Commission should permanently and unconditionally
revoke the License of the Lincoln’s Inn and grant the club one year
to cease all activities at its 44 Follen street premises.

2. The Licensing Commission should condition the Lincoln's
Inn license on the Inn using the 44 Follen street premises as
originally intended and in the manner promised when the City of
Cambridge granted a variance in 1947. The Lincoln’s Inn told the
City they would use 44 Follen Street for study and eating meals
only with the Inn hosting no noisy social activities. It was
understood by all parties that the Inn would not serve alcohol.
The Inn has now changed its function. The 44 Follen street should
not be used as a place to host law school parties.

3. If the Licensing Commission does not choose one of the first
two alternatives they should hold the Inn on probation and impose
the restrictions on the Inn’s activities listed below.

A.) The Commission should prohibit any social gathering
lasting beyond 11 p.m. on any day.

B.) The Commission should prohibit the Inn from serving
alcoholic beverages at social gatherings.

C.) The Commission should prohibit any social gathering
over 65 people.

D) The Commission should make the Lincoln’s Inn prove
they merit having their license renewed each year. The
Commission should revoke the Lincoln’s Inn license and
suspend the revocation each year if neither the Cambridge
Licensing Commission, the Harvard Law School, or the
Cambridge police receive complaints about the Inn's
activities.
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E) The Commission should prohibit the Lincoln’s Inn from
having any social gathering of more than 20 individuals
unless the Inn applies for and has been granted a one-
day license for a party. If the parties lead to
complaints, the commission should stop granting the Inn
one-day licenses for social gatherings.

F) The Commission should prohibit no more than six one-
day licenses for social gatherings in any one year.

G) If the Commission allows the Inn to serve alcoholic
beverages, it should require that the Inn file written
confirmation of adequate liability insurance to cover
any host liability that may result from automobile or
other accidents of guests who have consumed alcohol.
The proof of insurance should include a letter from the
insurer indicating that they are aware the Lincoln’s Inn
hosts parties and serves alcohol and have reviewed the
record of the November 13 and November 27 hearing and
believe the Inn is adequately insured. The failure to
file yearly proof of insurance and insurer knowledge of
existing activities should cause the license to be
automatically revoked.

H) The Commission should keep the legal number of
residents at four. To do otherwise would encourage
violating licenses as a way to unilaterally amend them.

Marc A. Rodwin

for the neighbors of
the Harvard Law School
Lincoln’s Inn Society
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JOHN SOARES

AMBRIDGE RESIDENTS
at 50 Follen Soeet
and others living near

the Lincoln’s Inn Society, an
83-year-old Harvard Law
School club at 44 Follen
Street, probably agree with
the Shakespearean character
who said, “The first thing we
do, let's kill all the lawyers.”

Society members, seven of

whom live in the three-story
Victorian house, apparently
do not confine themselves to
preparing briefs and research-
ing case law. Instead, accord-
ing to neighbors who are
pushing to have the club's li-
cense revoked or resmicted,
clubbers throw partes that
feature loud, drunken sing-
ing, cursing, and cheering,
and last undl 4 am.

“] was awakened by the
sound of swmdents yelling,
‘Fuck you, 50 Follen Street,
as they left a party at the Inn,”
Dzvinia Orlowsky, a former
50 Follen Street resident,
wrote in a November 1990
letter to the Cambridge Li-
cense Commission.
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Harvard Law students’ house of ii-repute:
The Lincoin's Ing Society.

“Sometimes the music has
been so loud that I can't hear
a television in the room in
which I'm sitting,” Marjorie
Westerman, a 50 Follen Street
resident, told the license com-
mission. “I've also been awak-

ened more than once by
drunken shoutng and sing-
ing.”

The commission held two
hearings on the situadon in
November and decided w0 give
the club undl April, when the

building's lodging permit ex-
pires, to clean up its act.

We've reformed, pleads
Ken Mehlman, Lincoln's lnn
Society chairman and a third-
year law student. The society
has sealed off the side of the
house that borders 50 Follen
Sireet, muffled its pianc,
moved the stereo, instlled
storm windows, and insatut-
ed 2 1 a.m. curfew during the
week. he says. Addidonally,
parties are now open only <0
the club’s 134 members and
their guests, instead of 0 the
whole law school.

And if the neighbors don't
trust the law smudents—and
why should they?—how
about the law students’ prede-
cessors?

“{ hope very much that the
Society will be given another
opportunity to demonstate
that it really can be a tdy and
considerate good neighbor,”
James Ames, fcrmer Lincoln’s
Inr. Society member and now
a Ropes & Gray senior part-
ner, wrote to the license com-
mission in November.

Flirting for Beginners

Wink.

N HONOR OF VALENTINES DAY, THE REPORTER DECIDED TO
brush up on her fliring techniques. She signed up for “Sev-
enty-two Ways to Flirt" at the Boston Center for Adult Edu-
cation. Her laugh would become musical, light, intoxicatng.
Eer remarks would be witty, provocative. Men and women
alike would be drawn to her.

1. Make lingering eye contact.

2. Smile from the heart.

3. Touch someone on the wrist (lighdy).

4. Twirl some object (key chain, hair) suggestuvely.

5. Send over a drink. :

6. Pick a bunch of wildflowers, smile at an attractive stranger.

That's how the Reporter flirts now, after almost two hours of
flirting lessons from Sharyn Wolf, a “singles consulant” and
author of Fifty Ways to Find a Lover. And that's just one of the
subtle come-hither dps offerec by Wolf. Here, free of charge,
are 10 more.

and give them to him or her.

7. Observe good flirters in real life or in the movies.

8. Be aware when someone is fliring with you.

9. Carry or wear a conversation piece (a book with a funny
dtle, a zany de).

10. When you spot a comely saanger in a store, drop a hand-

’

ful of change and hope that he or she will help you pick it up.

The Reporter didn't return for the second of the two-hour lessons. She thinks shel stick to her crude charm.

Qacran Maoazine
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Lincoln’s Inn trouble

Members of the Lincola's Inz Society should spend more time
worshiping Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom, than Dionys.c,
the god of wine.

Parties at the private Follez Street ciub have angered
residents. Neighbors complain of loug parties filled with drunker
revelers who keer them upunti! 3 a.m.

This is pot the first Yime there have bees complaints agajrs:
the club. which is composed of 134 Karvard Law Schoo: studeats.
Complaints filec against student Ri-finks at the Lincolr's Inr date
back to 1957. Howeve:, ne:ghoors told the TAB that the Ing has
become az increasingiy urpieasant neighbor over the past 10
years. :

Law students say they need a place to relax and get away from
the pressure of studyving. N obody questions the law students’ nesd
for a place to unwind, but do club members need to throw rowdy
parties and disturb the neighborhood in order to relax?

Last week. some Folien Street residents urged the License
Commissior to revoke the club's lodging license. “There 1s more
thar. sufficient evidence to revoke their licerse.” said Marc
Rodwin, a resident at 50 Foller St. _

Rodwin and other neighbors want parties to be limited to 63
peopie and to end at 11 p.rx. Neighbors aisc want one-day permiss
issued to the mnn when it wants to hold a party.

Inn members have promised to take their own steps.to reduce
disturbances from parties, such as making the buildirg soundproof
and changing the club’s entrance so that late club members do not
disturb the neighborhood. “There wont be further grounds for
compiaint,” said David Wylie, the inn's attorney.

Wylie better hope he is right. The inn's license comes up for
renewal in April. Law students could lose their social hang-our if
they do not make an effort to work with neighbors to contro! thei-
parties.

After all. these law students must remember they are part of
the Foilen Street neighborhood. They should know, more thar the

average student, the importance of respecting community codes
and loca! residents.
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Lincoln’s Inn
arouses anger |
on Follen Street

| w131
ar:me’gla-fl;en - C‘umbnlgedromalc

Screams have become so common on the north Fi
end of Follen Street, if someone is ever really hurt
there, no one is apt to respond, says an angry resi- -
'dent of this neighborhood.

But what really bothers Bob Shoenberg and other
-1 .| neighbors of 4 Follen St. is that when law students
i hold parties there, as they are prone to do, it’s hard
i to get much sleep until the wee hours of morning.

; Furthermore, they say, the kind of drinking and
revelry associated with the parties at Lincoln’s Inn
are beyond the realm of acceptable or legal
behavior. -

“The issue is drunken behavior and noise,” said
Schoenberg, a UMass student and 38-year-old resi-
dent of 50 Follen St. “Nobody would care if they had KEN MEHLMAN is chairman of the Lincoln’s
a party but it's a party keeping you up until threeor . “|nn Society, a club for Harvard law students
i‘;‘:‘ mthl: ‘::mmg A’;‘z ?.tt::wt: m;h&:;::nu:lng there  that runs Lincoln’s Inn on Follen Street.
1. Nmm of Lincolgn’s Inn, wgo"have compf:med ~ Neighbors are complaining about loud parties
{ | inpublic hearings and written testimony, say the - A and.other disturbances they say are caused by

. - | lodging house that is home to seven Harvard law _ __the inn. (Staft photo by Amy Miller)

“'students and the 82-year-old Lincoln’s Inn Society ' '

has been given more than a fair chance to behave. ~ In April, when the inn’s permit expires, the commis-

“What we need is for the parties to stop or theinn - Harvard Law School graduate and lawyer for the

After decades of rowdy behavior, they say, it’s high sion will determine the proper course of action.:

k time the inn is either shut down, or that its license’ In the meantime, the city council has agreed to
| renewal is tied to stringent conditions regardmg : meet as soon as possible with Sarah Wald, dean of
i partxes - students at Harvard Law School; David Wylie, a
}

| to close,” said Marc Rodwin,36,-of-50-Follen-St.-who——inn,-and Rodwin, who-is-also-a-lawyer-

has helped lead neighbors’ pleas to the city license . Inn promises changes

| ‘commission, whlcbresulat&s theinn as a lodsms ‘Beyond that, Wald plans to meet in January with

: house. neighbors, including Rodwin, and students from the

; After two public hearings in November, the license inn.

i commission agreed to grant the society one last The events of the past few months have apparent-
e chance. The commission’s executive directar, - ____ . Jy scared the Lincoln’s Inn Society into action. They: _
- -| --| Richard Scali, said any apparent sympathy for the -~ "have amended their constitution in “Draconian”’

mety’s 134 members is unrelated to the fact that - ways the soaety chairman prom]ses will please his

several U.S. Supreme Court judges, including David . pej bors, and they are working with local alumni :
Souter, are alumni of the club. Nor, Scali said, were - ,whfhwm overseemlnbehavior g§v1 - - —— e e

“éommissioners swayed by the prominence of several | “I think there was a problem, no question; in the

local lawyers who once partied in the inn’s hallowed  pat there was too much noise at parties, but I think
oo halls and wrote letters on'the inn’s behalf. _we've.addressed that,” said Ken Mehlman;-a-third-
1 ~Rather, he explained, officials felt they should year law student and Lincoln’s Inn Socxety - N
- give the society’s latest set of house rules and chairman.

- regulations'a fair shake before taking radical action. Please see LAW, page 12 1
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Law SChOOl rooming house draws ire of Follen Street

Continued from pagé 1 ] ‘ !

“New rules at the S )Clety, which was
formed in 1908 and{moved to Follen
Street in 1947, statc that: parties wllll
be open only to members and those
with invitations; that 'a Harvard
police officer will be hired for all par-
ties; that parties will end when the
officer leaves at2ar
be checked to make sure it can’t
heard outside;.and lhat drinking will
be monitored. ' l

+ In addition, Mehlmfan said as he led
an nnpromptu tour; of the large old
house, the piano has been covered
and now faces the! wall, the stereo
was removed from the upstairs com-
mon area, and storm windows were
lpstalled to block thelnoise.

Pointing out a few of the house
amenilies, Mehlman'noted that par-
ties are just a small part of what the

lub offers its members, who com-
prise about 10 percent! of the law
school enrollment.| The magazines
and newspapers | 'the house
subscribes to more|than 30 — are a
big draw, as are the VCR and televi-

- sion, and weight room.

! A history qf trouble
* But the nelghbors,are ummpressed

by bylaws, plans |or promises. | A .

group of 30 or mone neighbors who
have met p(‘rlodlca‘ly to organize let-
ter campaigns and jlobby the l:ceqse
qommwsxon say problems have
sisted for years, and| no: matter héw
good a solution is found, new students
bring new problem~.
| “Bylaws don’t |change theu'
habits,” said Eleanor Williams of 33
Follen Street. : i
i “They can change;the bylaws and
.change them right back,” Rod\\|vm

; that sound inll

added, durmg an interview wnth four
neighbors in the home of Shenla Cook
on Follen Street.

Dozens of angry letters hav been
forwarded to city officials, some of
them from alumni of Harvard Law
School, attesting to the noise,
drunkenness, rude comments and
rubbish problem on their street for
years and even decades.

- Jeffrey Lant, a society alumni and

.resident of 50 Follen St., wrote the

o e E i .
commission on Nov. 27: “From time
to time, neighborhood comi)laints
about the late night excessive'noice,
the rubbish, the ambulatory
drunkenness and the after effects of
so many convivial evenings have
resulted’ in some of the members
pledging better results. But as is the

way with students, those makmg the

pledges move on and the next crew

comes in determined to amuse
- themselves to the max.’ 1 .

Like other neighbors, Lant said the
license for the inn must be re loked.

Follen Street is a narrow lane less
than a half-mile long that runs from
Waterhouse Street to Garden Street

just outside H&r,vard Square. While a -

few single Janlily homes remhin‘on
the Lincoln Inn part of the L-shaped
way, a few large brick apartment
buildings dominate. |
Neighbors have found documents
showmg the inn’s request Ifox' a
variance in 1947 came with a' state-
ment by supporters that students
would be too busy studying td party
much, “They noted that if this was

‘ever the case, it isn’t anymore.

‘““They came in as an eating club
and then they changed to al party

club,” said Rodwin. Members “are

paying so they can go to parties.

|
|
|
i
i
!

—

That’s what’s now driving the club.”
Dues are $150 a year, Mehlman said.
A summary of the inn’s license
history and neighborhood complaints
put together by Rodwin show com-
plaints over the years led to public
hearings in 1957 and 1975. Neighbors
hdve met with Harvard officials and
students on other occasions as well.

New rules at inn

Mehlman contends the continuity
of the inn’s new behavior will be ad-
dressed for the first time by the new
bylaws, which require the outgoing

chairman to meet with the incoming
board of governors to discuss
neighbors’ concerns.

In addition, a new alumni board of
governors. will meet each new stu-
dent board to discuss neighbors’ con-
cerns. Newcomb Stillwell, an alum-
nus and attorney at the well-known
firm of Ropes and Gray, will meet
twice a year with the board of gover-
nors, the management . plan
promises.

But neighbors say that isn’t good -
.enough. Some are asking that the -
license be complelely revoked, while

others would at least like conditions
put on the license saying parties
must be small and end by 11 pm and
that alcohol will be banned.

License commissioners are not
convinced, however, they have this
kind of authority. Although they
grant the license, they may not be
able to set the sort of conditions re-
quested on the permit, Scali said.

Since the inn is owned privately by
the Lincoln’s Inn Society, the law

- school has no legal authority, accor-

ding to Rita Corkery, Harvard’s

MESEOMSNEASRCICRERE

-

assistant director for - community
relations.

Because the society is not affiliated
with Harvard Law School the way
fraternities are generally connected
to colleges, Harvard has little
authority over its residents, Corkery
said. Short of disciplining students
for misbehavior, the school cannot
control what Bueson at Lincoln’s Inn,
she said.

Perhaps to make sure the Society's
independence is clear, the law school
recently told the group it could not
use Harvard Law School’s name on
its stationery, according to Andrew
Hyams, a neighbor of the inn for
seven years and former ]aw student
at Harvard.

Wald, the dean of students, has met
with the students and will do so
again, largely out of concern for the
problems the students are causing.
Wa(l!d acts as a mediator, Corkery
sai

" Jurisdiction has also been a pro-
blem when it comes to police,
neighbors said. Although city and
Harvard officials generally agree
that the Cambridge police have
responsibility over the house, they
say neither may respond adequately
at times. .

Aware that no action can be taken
until May, neighbors are mostly hop-

ing the students’ behavior will

improve.

“It’s regrettable the license board .

didn’t take more definite action,”
Hyams said, ‘‘but the members of the
innseem a httle shaken up, so maybe
their behavior will change and that
will be the end.”

Mchiman assures that this is so. -

““We think about this all the time,’’ he
said, “‘more than anything else. And
we want future boards, before
any(h‘lng else, to think about the

sioqysu
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NEIGHBORS OF LINCOLN’S INN (from leff) Andrew Hyams. Sheila Cook Mark Rodwin and Bob. '
Shoenberg discuss problems in the neighbo
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rhood in a meetlng at Cook’s Follen Street home. (Staff




Harvand cowRecord. 3//5’//1”

Neighbors

Want

Inn’s License Revoked
Hearing Set For March 19

Even though there haven't
been any parties at Lincoln's
Inn over the last six months,

By Malcolm E. Harrison ‘

the neighborhood surrounding
the social club at 44 Follen
Street has been anything but
quiet.

Gearing up for a pivitol
March 19 hearing before the
Cambridge License Commis-
sion which will determine if the
inn can continue to house board
members in the future, a group
calling itself the Neighbors of
the Harvard Law School
Lincoln’s Inn Society submitted
a petition to Dean Robert Clark
'72 requesting that HLS sever
all affiliations with the Inn and
publicly support its efforts to
have the inn’s license revoked.

For the past twenty years
there have been on again off

again complaints by the neigh-
bors who assert that the
Lincoln’s Inn Society has used
its premises for parties of up to
300 people. The inn’s neighbors
complain of blasting stereos,
noise from open windows, and
inebriated loiterers outside of
the Inn itsel’, )

This most recent push -
which has been accompanied
by a minor media blitz - has
surprised Inn members who
say that there have been no -
complaints zgainst them since
Lincoln’s Inn started throwing |
its parties in the Harkness i’
Commons ir. November. i

“Lincoln’s Inn has been
persuinga good neighbor policy
since last fall,” said Adam
Weiss, 2L, who is the board
member in charge of neigh-
borhood relations. “The last
letter is unfair and dismaying

Inn page 3
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The party’s not over yet |

Despite neighbors’ protests, Harvard students allowed to use

priVaté club

: By Bill Premo
- TAB Staff Writer
CAMBRIDGE — Members of the Lin-
coln’s Inn Society have been warned:
Any more rowdy parties and the city
could revoke its operating license.

The private Follen Street club,
composed of 134 Harvard Law
School studeats, has been the focus
of neighborbood wrath because of
periodic weekend parties. Several
residents, many of whom live next
door in a large apartment building,
say party goers are Joud and wake
them up, sometimes at 2 or 3 in the
morming.

An example of the neighborhood
correspondence sent to the city’s
License Commission comes from Jane
and Christopher Reed, who have
owned a home next door to the inn
for 25 years. :

The Reeds wrote: “The society has
(uite consistently been a bad neigh-
hior, but the past decade or more has
haen especially difficult.” They said
they are “sometimes bothered by
cxcessive noise and seeming drunk-
eaness late at night when the Society
throws large parties.”

Many first-year law school stu-
dents wrote to the commission as
well, saying the inp provides them
with a place to relax and get away
from the pressures of studying.

Neil Gorsuch, a Lincoln's Society board member, told the
commission some residents are “on a vendetta to close the
nn”, not to reduce tke noise coming from it.

Last week the License Commission told the club it will
not revoke the inn's license now. Instead, commissioners

The operatin

the Liucoln'

Wylie, the inn's attorney.
The inp will institute changes that include having

guests use a different entrance so as not to disturb neigh-

bors, putting storm windows up outside rooms where par-
ties take place and not using the piano.

s Inn Society will not be revoked - for now.
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ran the Eliot Manor cext door said t1e morning after one

of the parties at the inn, “a sign with a heavy cemen:

base” was found on the car owned by the manager of the
Eliot Manor. '

_Rodwin and his neighbors wanted the commissior to at ___

said the club is on notice to make peace with its neighbors.
If more complaints are filed, the commission would consid-
er revoking the club’s lodging permit, said James McDavitt,
rcmmission chairman.
The club's permit :s up for renewal next April and a
licensing hearing wil: be held then to determine whether it
; should be reissued. '
T Ton members said steps are being taken to soundproof
N the building and to control parties .
“They've undertaken a number of changes in the mode
of operations and are confident during the six.-month period
there won't be further grounds for complaint,” said David

Also, members will be directly responsible for the
actions of their guests when parties take place, Wylie said.

A few neighbors were unhappy about the commission’s
decision not to at least put conditions on the Inn's license.

“There is more than sufficient evidence to revoke their
licpnse,” said Marc Rodwin, a resident on 50 Follen St.
who is one of the most vocal neighbcrs. *“There is a history
of this problem lasting 10 years or more.”

In fact, a check of the Lincola's Society licensing file
finds two other instances, in 1957 and 1975, when neigh-
bors filed complaints about loud parties at the inn.

In the 1957 complaint, the management company that

least set strict conditions for the inn's operation.

They proposed prohibiting any social gathering lasting
beyond 11 p.m., limiting the number of people at tke par-
ties to 65 and prohibiting the servirg of alcohol.

Neighbors also proposed that the commission grant one-
day permits whenever the inn members want to bold a
party.

“We expect Lincoln's people to try to have less coisy
parties,” said Rodwin.

And if they do pot keep it down during their socials.
Rodwin said he and his neighbors will try again to gat the
city to act.. : . -
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The unsubstantiated allega-
tions made in Bella English’s
March 13 column concerning
Cambridge’s Lincoln’s Inn Soci-

ety (“Inn on the outs with neigh-
bors”) could have teceived no
more stinging a rejoinder than
the decision made by the Cam-
.bridge License Commission, after
almost two hours of hearings yes-
terday evening, to renew -our
lodging license. It was simply un-
true to write, as English did, that
“{t]here have been few com-.
plaints since last fall. In fact, as’

ceded to the Commission, there
were no complaints. -

chooses among unproven allega-
tions submitted to the commis-
sion last year, Lincoln’s Inn con-
tinues to be a good neighbor

dents of Follen Street no cause to

hensive management program.
This program has succeeded en-

" bors’ substantive concerns. .

A quick telephone call to the
Cambridge License Commission
or to the Cambridge Police De-
partment might easily have con-
firmed this. Instead of checking
her facts, however, English plays

neighbors of Lincoln’s Inn con--

Despite the impression given
by the column, which picks and

tirely in addressing our neigh- -

Lincoln’s Inn license renewed for good reasons

types about students in general
and about Harvard students in
particular. , -
In addition, English relies al-
most entirely on information pro-

vided by Marc Rodwin, the attor- -
ney who represents several of our - ‘
neighbors in this matter, in order -

43 present a biased and one-sided
view of the situation. Unlike her

reporter colleagues at the Cam-
bridge ‘Chronicle, Harvard. Crim- ..
soni, ‘Harvard Independent; Bos- .

ton Magazine and Associated

" Press, "each of whom sought to -
" get the full story when contacted -
. by Rodwin, English did not speak -
. with a single member of the cur- -

" rent Board of Governors of the
Lincoln’s Inn Society. Through

_this oversight, English assists ’

Rodwin in his attempt to achieve
through the newspapers what he

. has failed to do through the legal
which has given its fellow resi-....

system. A more balanced presen-

" tation of the facts might better
complain sirice the Inn’s Board of -
Governors instituted a compre-

_have informed the Globe’s read-

" ers about the Lincoln’s Inn Soci-

ety’s sincere efforts to be a good

-, neighbor.” The success of these
~ good faith efforts was recognized

last night when the Cambridge
License Commission renewed our
lodging license after almost two
hours of hearings. T
-ADAM SAMUEL WE
Governor in Charge of Neighborhood

on unfair and -outmoded Sterec-

- been no complaints of noise since

last fall. This is true but misrep-
resents the facts. The Lincoln’s
Inn has held most of it its parties
on campus and temporarily
stopped having large late-night

If it continues to do so the
—problem will disappear: However,
Lincoln’s Inn changed its practice

Quiet late-night parties? Impossible

\t Members of the Lincoln's Inn .
Society claim that there have ‘

the License Commission hearing.

_partiés at the Tnni™ "=~ ""fhat "aré quiet in~a residential
neighborhood. The hundreds of -

Relations, Lincoln’s Inn Society
. s .

Cambridge-

Leﬁﬁgs, to the Ed?tor

!

‘monitor noise. The law school also
is supposed to work with the inn

- and alumni to prevent recurrent

problems. . .

‘,‘:;Unforttmately, lLincoln’s Inn
has not’lived up to at least five

“such “management plans” in the |

past. It is simply impossible to
hold such large late-night parties

pages of documents submitted to
the commission and transcripts of

only temporarily to avoid Iosing

1—itslicense— It -now -wants -to -re- -

sume having large drinking par-

the hearing, all of which were |
— carefully “reviewed —and - summa-—

Street location.

The Inn was granted a license
for one year at yesterday’s hear-
ing, with_the stipulation that it
notify the commission before each

""."ty on that tha aammicsinn ean

rized by Bella English, show that

| ties. until 2_am, at the Follen pis has been the case for the past

20 years.

MARC A. RODWIN, Attorney

for Neighbor’s of the Harvard Law
School Lincoln’s Inn Society

.- -—Cambridge
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7522 *Lincoln's Inn keeps license

Nenghbors wary of partles by Harvard Law School students

‘ P k. - last fall tha.t if the dxsturbed their neighbors again, their inn's -

gﬁ{gglﬁgggerll R . ‘M ,- - license would be uzljeopardy ; ;

A : incoln's Inn lives. ..~ No complaints have been filed by neighbors since the commis-
e now-famous house on Follen Street that has ra.xsed theire  sion ‘admonished the society, so it voted to renew the license last

of neighbors and has been the subject of numerous news stories week ,

over the last three months will remam the home of the meolns - Fire Chief Thomas Scott, in response to one neighbor's con-

Inn Society. =T ce_ms also called for a structural safety inspection at the inn.

Lincoln's Inn Society, composed of Harvard Law School stu o " “Before the commission voted last week neighborhood residents

By Bill Premo

dents, was berated by neighbors for holdmg pa.rtles that woke - B tned to convince c
omrmss 0a t !
the'Ith u;é in téle Jvee hours of weekend mornings.” - -+ Innparties. ’ - - 1 o enact restritions on Lineons
e Cambridge License Commission voted fo renew the i ino's  © “We want 'condmons on the kmds of
: partles or move e the parties
: _hcense provided that the Harvard Law School keep tabs on the to another site on campus,” said Marc Rodwin, a resident tho has
inn. The law school is not formally connected to Lincoln's Inn. - led the neighbors’ fight to quiet the inn.

\

Last year nerghbors complamed to the License Commission I that was not done, he sa.ld the nerghbors wanted the club

about the noxse and the commlssron put the students on notice - " see meoln’s Inn, page 8
i

ns. Inc., 1254 Chestrat St.. Newton, MA 02164, weekly. Second class postage paid at Boston, MA... P Se! L

: Send addres: [
ncormect il notice is given withn three working days of the pudlication date. © Copyright 1991 by Tablows C ¢ IncsAI nights g R
st $30 per year. Send name, address, and check to our main office, attn: Subscnplnons A 3 o
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idge TAB, 1254 Chestreit St., Newton, MA 02164. Tabloid Communications Inc. assumes no
ction of any pan of this publication by any means wahout permission is prohibited. Printed
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LINCOLN S IN'N
from page 3
kept on probation
so it knew its
license was in
danger. “Once
they stop having
the probahonary
period we fear it
will happen ’
again.” -~ B
David Wyhe an
attorney repre-

e — ——}-i% Wald;in a letter to the commission, said if substantiated complaints are reported

senting the inn,

said the neighbors
-~ | were being unrea- & dinn :

sonable. = .. - Lincoln's Inn Soclety can still have : = enotosywinsiow MARTIN-

“There are a parties as long as they are well managed. -

few obsessive =

neighbors who want to continueé this-battle incessantly;” he said. “They have done - S
" everything the nexghbors have asked for and there has not been a whlsper of a com-

plaint for five months.” .
f Ken Mehlman, a member of the society, said the neighbors had other motives. ‘ .
“[ think their real desire is to close down the inn, " he said.
Although the commission allowed the inn to stay open, commissioners asked the _

-~ Harvard Law School 1o monitorthesociety. — T T T T 77

- Sarah Wald, the dean of students at the law school, said the students deserved

credlt for heeding the neighborhood's requests for peace. But, she added, the school
T “‘also understands residents want-the situation to stay thatway.

— e — J .

within the next three years, the scliool would ‘jomtheﬂetghbox’smappeaangbe ‘ore.—

S the. commission and will urge that the commission take whatever action: 1t deems

Commission Chairman James McDavitt, in one of his last statements before quit- -
ting the board a few days. later sa.ld the commlssmn can take actiOn outside the
_ hearing room as well. ~
- -+=-— “The license commission-is- eqmpped w1th a decxbel meter and can use. it xf it
needs to.”

appropriate.” That includes revoking ‘the inn's license. T rmmmmmmmmm e e




Lincoln's
Inn saga

continues
The saga
of the Lincol-
n's Inn Soci-
ety continues
this week as’
‘the License
Commission
. considers
whether to
PHOTO BY KEITH JACOBSON FeVOke the
- 1nn's license
for waking up
neighbors.
Harvard

The dean of Harvard
Law School has | .
pledged to help harried :
neighbors of the . - Law students
Lincoln's Inn Socxety . are in the

nI club which

| has mcluded famous legal personahtles

! but is not directly connected to Harvard.

‘ Residents.who live near the Follen

Street house where the club is located

have complained that club members occa- _ _ L
sionally hold loud parties that go late mto

the night.

. Several letters were written to the
License Commission detailing the distur- -
bances and the commission agreed to lis-
ten to the neighbors.

_Aiter.hearing testimony. last fall, the

commission put the club on notice: Any

more loud parties and your license is in

danger :
Marc Rodwin, a resident who has been

i one of the leaders of the campaign to quiet’

i Lincoln's Inn, said since the fall hearings-

before the license board the neighborhood

! has been peaceful. But the neighbors want

i the inn to move any future parties on cam- -

pus and they also want the Harvard Law

School to exert its influence.

i ._xLaw School Dean Robert Clark, in a Jet-_

ter to Rodwin, said that Dean of Students T
Sarah Wald was “working with the stu-
dents and alumni to establish future guide--

! turbed——-- -

- lines” to assure that neighbors are notdis- —— """

The commission was due to hear an

March 19 about whether the peace has
| been kept.

. _update from neighbors and inn members. -~ - - .- .. el




Law School Club

Tones Down Fun

1i=coln's Inn Restricts Club Activities

. By TOYIA
The Lincoln's Inn Society, 2
social club for 130 law students,
nas completed implementing &
managcment plan 10 alleviate
cominunity concerns, only one
week before Cambridge’s licensing
commission .will hear a complaint
filed agcinst the club by area resi-
dents, members said yesterday.
The management plan called for
cosmetic changes 1O the building,
increased alumni involvement in
the club and 2n improvement of
neighbo_rhood relations, «said

Kenneth B. Mehiman, the .club’s-

former chair. SR

In the past neighbors have
complained of public drunkenness
and frequent loud parties, creating
what they said was excessive Noise.
The neighbors have

complained thar‘the—lnn’s—grounds
are unsightly and poorly kept.

also

R. BATTLE

sealed off the side of the house that’

borders 50 Follen Street, muffled its

stereo and piano, installed store

windows and brickeg over windows

in the basement, where most of the
arties are held.

1In - addition, 2 1 am. curfew -

-during the week should reduce

neighborhood noise, said Adam F.
Weiss, govermnor of neighborhood
relations for the group and 2
second-ycar law student. T
‘The group has also changed its
bylaws to ensure that continued

_attention be paid 10 community
- relations, Mehlman said. o

The new bylaws ask local alumni
1o act as overseers of the society,
create a governor of neighborhood
relations 10 handle community
complaints and require outgoing
Inn_officers 10 brief the incoming-
board on community conCEmM=

Marc A. Rodwin, spokesperson
for the residents’ coalition. said
yesterday that the Inn should be
closed down, despite any cosmetic
changes its residents have made.

~We thought there was sufficient

evidence already 1o revoke their
license,” he said. : ‘

In implementing its  reforms,
Lincoln's lan has hired a gardener,

oy — — o

"Residents of Follen Street—
wedged between the Cambridge
Common, the Radcliffe Quadrangle
and the Law School—had charged
that the Lincoln’s Inn Society has
‘not~"responded to any of - their
complaints. .

On November 13, the Licensing
Commisston held a hearing

Continued on page 7
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Lincoin's
“Continued from page 1 . -
concerning the club’s activities.

After hearing two hours of resi-
dents’ testimony " describing the

_noise and disturbances the inn has

caused, the Licensing Commission
decided to ‘meet this month to
consider whether the groups’
license should be renewed.
Neither Harvard Law School nor
the group have received complaints
since the club began implen.eming
the management plan in mxd‘

- October. .
"I think: that whxle nelghbors .

have voiced a concern or two, no
one has asserted that the manage-

"ment plan hasnt worked " Mehl-
" man said. -

. -
Inn Quiet
ing to Sarah E. Wald, assistant dean
of student affairs.

However, the Law School has
met with the group various times
and enlisted the help of alumni to
help resolve the situation. “We are
very concerned about the situation,”

’ Wal_d said.

* According to Mehlman, many of |

the Inn’s parties are open by invita-
tion only, and large parties are held

on campus. ‘At all parties, intoxi-
cated guests may not be served
alcohol, and a police officer is

‘present until the ail guests have left,

Mehlman said.

Although Lincoln’s Inn is allowed '

to-hold meetings~ and “recruit
members at Harvard Law School,

the Law School does not have much .

. jurisdiction over activities at the Inn

because the group is financially
independent of Harvard and owns

_____._,_____the Follcn Sn:ect buxldmg, accord-




CAMBRIDGE (MASS) CHRONICLE

ospita
Semmar
;Ur‘:-m entitied

o Patientt

T Mareh 2u.
ge Hospitll, 1443 Cuﬂ-
reel. Toe program i
"or nurses and othc-r health
1als.
lrar is worth 2.2 Contin
ation Ukits for registered
Massachusetts. Connie
nurse at Trinity Hospice
as the primary speaker
Isc lead a question and
$810n.
stration is recommended
643-3C30 or by sending a
55 to the American Cancer
1 Mass. Ave. 1n Arlington,

w!ol
SN
Vel

S 4

1bridge Professional
Committee o the
Cancer Society will-offer
minar in Apri! at Cam-
pital on pain control in
ients. More information
2 from Zoher Ghogawala.
ce-President of The
Cancer Society's Cam-

t at 277-2212.

-
ovuy

g for pc
ry candidat

wazer Robert Healy is
didates for membership
2e Review and Advisory
didates must be from the
purt/Riverside, Nerth
or Mid-Cambridge sec-
+ City.
d investigates com-
inst the Police Depart-
ht by civilians. and is re-
ing timely; fair_and
tigations allowing for
icipation in reviewing
rtmeni policies, prac-
ocedures. Minorities a nd
encotragesd (S appiy.
1 meets once a momhA
ested in becoming can-
:id submit a letter of in-
resume by April 1 to

fealy. City Mananger,
fv nn i H
e

ﬂ)

e, i v

Blota

A proposed cul o
den pariment pﬁ\li”‘ -, ingd
teaching pf)s,s‘mn 15 expecied 1y
bring & host of parents to the <J)~o
conimiitee bu"s’(t subcemim
public budget he"m,., pm:, March
21 in the Cambridge Ri ndge and
Latin School media cafeteria

Budget committee co-chairmen
James Rafferty and Larry Weins-
tein said the proposed Fiscal 1092
budget of $7:.5 million for the
schools, submitted to the commlt'u»
by Superintendent of Schools Mar
Lou McGrath last week, will be
reviewed by the school commii tee
foliowing parents' comments. A
decision on the budget is due by the
commitlee on March 28.

A hearing is being held 3 ta ¢ pm
Tuesday, March 19, at Cambr 1dge
City Hall so r'esxcientt can testify
about what needs exisi for AIDS
services and programs. State
Department of Public Health Of-
ficials will be there to hear the
testimeony. Spanish, Portuguese and
~Hatuan Xrsvoltranslators wili be
on "ar'c Nore informarion iz
iable from: Cambridgs Cares
About AIDS at 402-1662.

Ckapter 1 parent
“"’VESUE’\/ councit
The Chapter 1 parent advisory

councii of the school department
will hold its next meeumg 7 pm

-Thursday. March 21, in Room R 258
-—al Cambridge- Rmdﬂ and Latin =~ 7

School. 459 Broadway The meeting
vn]’ be opern t¢ anyone and parenfc
of students being served by ine

Chapter 1 program are urged to at-
- tend Moruinformation is avaijable—" |

" from I\mry Lyons at 349-6499.
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Cambridge wiit
Women's Dev
L and program
6. The day .
2 coileboraiion het,
City's women's aind peLce comm
sions and two CRLS student g'o"os'
Youth for Peace and SAVE —
Students Against Violence and for
Eqguality. The theme is “\&'O'r\er
Azainst Violence and ;.)" Eguahn

al Home and Abroad.’

This {irst ciiywide International
Women’s Day will begir with mar-
ches by students and¢ womer. from
many neighborhoods and end st
Cambridge Rindge and Lutin
schoo! Those marching will gather
at noon at Harringion Scnoo! tEast
Cambridge;; Sennott Park (Area
4. Dana Park ‘Cambri dgeporir:
the M.L. King School {Riverside -
and Porter Sq. T (No. Cam? bridge;.

Qevera} local marches wili link up

at City Hall where Mavor Alice K.
Woll and others will join them. High
school students wili meet at Cam.
bridge Common at 1 pm: to join the
march. The Battucada Belies, a
women’s marchirg percussion
greup, will leac off the Cam-
bridgeport contingem and cont
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A new plar for assigning
WA have compieted the Sen \ok
Transitiona) Bilingual program wili
be presented by School Superinten-
¢ent Mary Lou McGrath at 7 p.m.
March 19 at the school committee
meeling at CRLS. Parents of

particularly those ip the Por-
tuguese, Hailian. Spunisi and Asian
language classes are invited to at-.
tend and offer their vio“s to the

C3choct Commities regarding lnn__.____.ht Sanis_. Anz|

Superintendent’s recommendahor.

YOT DOCTOR

---glewood, Calif., is black. The C Chroni-

THE FOOT DOCTOR
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r'award Lavt savs
give inn a chance

In response to a pica from angry
"(x,.“bv . Harvard Lew Schoo
Dean Robert Clark said he plans o
WOrk with law studen!s in the Lin-
coln’s Ine Society at 44 Follen St to
help prevent future problems in the
neighborhood.

Clark said the law school wil! not
break ties with the 82-vear-old socie-
Ly, as requested in a letter from
neighborhocd organizer Marc Rod-
win. He suggested breakmg ties
with the society will iezve the law
school less chance 1o u ork with the
students invoived and ta help

resojve the neighborhood dispute. '

Clark also pointed out in the
March 6 letter that problem:s have .,
diminished since November. when |
compiaints'o[ neise and :
neighhorhood dispruptior: were
heard by the Cambridge Licensing
Board. Changes al the inn included
moving parties oif site.

As far as claims by neighbors hat -
the problems have gone on for
years, and are sure 1o gei worse
again after the furor dies down,
Clark sazd he and Dean Sarah Weld
will work with the 134-member

society, based in an inn thai is also -
~ homie 1o Seven Jaw Students. 1o en-
sure policies pui in piace prevent an

ongoing problem.

Like you.” Clark wrote, “we

wouid like policies in place that wiil
D:‘i‘\'*“l‘ problems or 2 permanent

asis consx 1en« with your concerns
2. Sw ith Z ihe students ldlrl\
and recogrizing their recent efforts
0 improve the situation.” .

Correction

A story on Page 1 of the March 7 -
* Cambrid 3¢ Chronicle about the-- A
finalists for the position of Police
Commissioner incorrectly reported
the race of .two of. the_-candidates-
Clvde Crom‘tr fermer police chisf
- Calif . e—Ray=—-
mond Johnton Chief of Police in In-

u:_ wihy

cie regrets the error.

Dr. Robert Nunbere

Dr. Brian Zinsmeister
K2 Tl1iDMA!A~
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meoln S ][nn Survives Neighborhood Petition

By Geotge Paul E

The Lincoln’s Inn Society has smv!ved.
for the moment, a threat to its very exist-
moemdxclatatdxaptu-ofahty
battle between the Inn and its ndghbom.

Citing rowdy, selfish and “antj-sodal™
behavior, agroup ofFonmStmctrmldmts
had petitioned the Cambridge License
Commission to n:vokc or severely restrict
the Inn’s license tofuncﬂonasalodglng
hcuse at the 44 Follen Street address. -

The Commission rejected such drastic
action and gave the Inn a six-month grace
period In which to demonstrate more
considerate conduct.

The Inn sucoessfully argued that no
action by the Cominission Is
since they have recently instituted a
comprehensive plan tobemore responstve
(o thedr neighbors’ concerns. In addition,
the Inn mpmtedly}dcmed that it is the
source of many ofthe ndgrbom ocom-
plaints.

According to the| Inn dlalnnan. Ken
Mehliman, 3L, the Commission ruled to
oonunuclhededsiohun
ngedxclrm'splanad\ancctomk,'llhas

I
AT

tlAprilinorder to

worked for the past slx weeks,” Mchlman
said, “and the License Commission has
that.” Mehlmanadded that the
decision showed the Commission was
willing to objectively assess the situation,
andvindicated theInn's assertions thatits
members were not the exclusive source of
much of the offending disturbances.

‘The proup, “Neighbors of the Lincoln’s
Inn.” has organized the neighborhood in
aneﬂ'mtodrasmnllycm-tall Innactivities.
Complaints filed with the Commission
dtcdnolsc. latenight parties. rude behavior
and poor upkeep as reasons for the Inn to
be shut down. w

Thegroup had petitioned the Cambridge

Licensing Commission to “permanently
and unconditionally revoke the [Lodging)
License of the Uncoln s Inn and grant the
dubomymrtocmscallacﬂvluwawsM
Follen street premises.” In the altemative,
the group petitioned the Commission to
place severe rwtrlctjons on the use of the
premises.

In response to lhc complaints from
neighbors, the Inn's Board of Governors
designed a “management plan® whose
stated purpose s (o “Insure that neighbors
are notdisturbed by noisc orany activitles

t

of the Inn." The plan defines steps to
decrease everyday nolse, limit noise at
parties, maintain the premises In an at-
tractive manner, and Insure continuity
between old and new boards.

A statement delivered by the Board of
Governors to the Commission stated that
“Wesincerely believe that these efforts will
keepthe Innquiet and a good neighborand
thatnoacuonbythe Commission Is nec-
essary.”

Marc Rodwin, amemberof the neighbor-

hood group, hinted that regardless of the
final decision handed down in April, the
“continual nuisance® of the Inn will have
broad ramifications in the community
sumo HLS.

Rodwin stated that the problems assod-
ated with theInn, alsoaffect hisviewof the
proposed expansion of the Law School
‘campus. “Ifthelawschoolwants toexpand,®
he suggested, the local residence groups
will demand “assurances of quiet In the

(see INN on page 7)

-
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¢ ndghbm'hoods. If the law
school cannoteven con lacvmsmdenta.
howcanwebesure it oontmlthemlae
level with new dormitories?” a
In a letter to the Icn.amtha'
neighbor, Gall Gardner, wrote: “As a
Harvard alumna, 1 have often: been
ashamed in my and
lwodtoadmltmy uon.'lheeemde.
adolescents .. mustundastand
tthdrpdvﬂeged UmIsnotaeovc
for their bizarre behavior.” '
Local resident
Commission: “In the
lved’ on Follen S
Lincoln's Inn have but dis-
rupt the neighborhood with thetr, Iﬂe@l
mmg thdrloudaullatepamm. and
trash whk:h spills over the entire
«. it I8 clear that the Inn's
nmmaacaxeaﬂyﬁrﬂlamdvu'l
Mehlman reoogmzed that “there have
bemsancle@tlmatcgipu.mq\wsttn'
He noted that he felt that the “problem of
the past” was continuity. “We just didn't
lmowhowvdmmt drootmmwae.
headded. L |
Rodwin atated' 'nhs is not against
Harvard Law School. We like students. We
arejustobjectingtoanti-social behavior. If
youwant to have a theleaxebew.-:
places to have it.", P
’Iheoontmvusy’sblggestmuallynuy
be(heq)cnlnnpaxﬂcs. manyﬁa-
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themembaaof '

onlysixto eight
. replied when asﬁ:iulf fe

ternities nationwide, the Inn's parties will

| nowbeclosed --only membersand invited
gues(swlllbcallowed.’l‘oavoldlegalpmb—

lems relating to the sale of liquor at the

parties the Inn will no longer accept seven

dollar “donations” from nonmembers

attending the

Boardmem

agement plan® of the Inn. “There are
year,”Gorsuch
ewer and smaller
l::l.ws would hurt membership. “The

is more of a place to hang out.”

Members cited the weight room, the

chance tomectnchpeople. thebilllards -

, table, and Thursday night dinners as

. the prob.

reasons for joining.

Rodwinadded further that the effort to
tevokethelnnallcensee stems from the
fallureof past efforts to amicably resolve

f:: Graduate students Kim-
berly Adams, astxymrmldmtoﬂ“ollen

* street, claims she was told by a former

. Inn vice-president, * ‘If one chooses to ;
LawSchool, |
! one has to put up with the nolse from !

liveacross from the

law students.’*

The Inn has continually denied that

they areresponsible forali the problems
on Follen Street. Mehlman kept a log of
noise on the street after meeting with
nelghbors. Based on information from
the log, the Inn wrote to the Commls-

~ slon, “We believe that many complaints !

the neighbors have had about notse..
are not legitimately attributable to the

* Inn...Many of our nelghbors exagger-

ated, misrepresented, or misattributed

r Nell Gorsuch, 3L,
downplayed the impact of new *man-

problems involving the Inn.”

Rodwin dismissed such assertions as
“ludicrous.”

Resident board member Bob Kroll, 3L,
noted that Follen street 1s not as quict as
neighbors had portrayed it. “This street is
nolsy. We've got apartment buildings and
are next to the Cambridge Commons,
Radcliff, the Longy School of Music and
Harvard Square.®

Mechiman sald the drastic action the
neighborhood group sought was not nec-
essary because of several features of the
management plan, some which w:'-r‘e
suggested . Continuity is the
keytothe toMehiman,
Mehiman noted he would personally meet
with the newboard before they take office.

“Makdng the [new] board aware of the

oconcerns of the nclghborhood will be the
first thing we will discuss.”

Furthermore the management plan
calls for *[a} board of local alumni ..
insure, among other things, smoolh
neighbor relations.” The plan dictates
that interested neighbors be given the
phonenumbers of the Innand members
of the Alumn! Board so that complaints
can be handled effectively.

According to Mehiman, the Inn has al-
ready invested over $10.000 torespond to
neighbor’s complaints. Mehimanlisted the
installation of noise reducingthermapane
and storm windows, while other windows
have beenbricked. the hiringof|
landscapers have been hired, and the
disabling of a plano as changes imple-
mented to accomodate the ndghbors.




Commumty Attacks La

By Carolyn McKee (

avid qoutcr may cs!ccm the qulet
life, bul His old social club appar-
cnily d?csn t share this philoso-
phy. Lir coln Inn, a Follen Street
;social organizatio of law studenls hasout-
raged the communily by generaling exces-
sive noise and unruly behavior. !
Atapublic hcaring before the éambrldge
Licensing Commmcc on Tuesday, tempers
flared as 1r.1|1: cnli’zcns demanded that the
club’s Iodgmg hcpncc be lmmediately re-
voked. They comnlaincd of poor, upkcep of
the house, excessive noise, la!e—highl par-
ties and drunken !bchavior. Chargcs were
also made that al¢ ohol was being sold on
the premiscs with ut a liquor license.
“How many morc dnlurbanccs and how
many more 'il(.‘Cplc‘iS nights are we going to
have to endure sa a group of pcople can
haveagood lune?’u’ asked Bob Schoenburg,
aresidentofa ncnghbon ng apartment build-

mg ‘L . :

“lfind the current sn!uallon adishearten-
ing example of how a sclect few, for what-
ever reason, rcg‘lrd themselves above com-
mon courtesy and how many of us, as a
result, have felt and conlinue to fcel victim-
ized inour homes, "’ J‘ added another resident
inalctter to lhc cummlllce S
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Neighbors have mis"ed a ruckus over the Law School social club Lincoln Iun

Lincoln Inn mcmbers objected to the
complaints, citing a recently initiated plan
which they say has kept noise levels to a
minimum in the Ias't month. “In the past
we’veapplied band-aids to these problems,

—_—
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but now we have a cure,” said Ken
Mehlman, president of Lincoln Inn and a’
sccond-year law student.

The plan, according to the club’s attor-
ney David Wylie, includes sealing off doors
on one side of the housc, installing storin
windows and removing a piano from the
sccond floor pool room.

Wylie added that the bylaws of the club
have also been changed to insure a conti-
nuity of understanding between boards.
Thealumni board of the club will incet with

Photo by James Grosjean

mecet with the students,” said James Ames
‘32. “Aslong as I'm associated with the club,
I will sce that the management plan will be
carried out, and if it doesn’t work, some-
thing else will be implemente

till, the club’s promises of change
did little to quict thedisgruntled citi-
zens. Citing similar problems in the
past, many doubted if such promises were
anything more than short-termv solutions.
“Al the assurances that we got from them
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. . Plan that they’ve put ogeLIer 15 supi-
“in tne past moric” :
2 o Other residents objected to the conde-
} : we've ap p-ll ed scending attitude maintained by the stu-
' - dents throughout the proceedings. “] ha
; band-aids to et oo o cedings. "L have

relatives who went to Harvard Law Scheol,”

tb esée pro b I em S, said neighbor Kathy Bourne. “Beljeve me,

they don’t get any spedial consideration in

my family when they misbehave.”
b ut 1 0 W We ' Club members are frustrated that neigh-
b ave a c ure. 27 bors have not responded to their attempts

to rectify the situation. “We had an open
—Ken Mehlman, meeting on November 1, and only one per-

; president of Lincoln Inn  son came,” Mehiman said.
i Fred Scribner, an alumnus of the club, also

neighborhood issues, according to  challenged the residents to cooperate,
Mehiman, “These are only a few brief moments that
In addition, outside personnel will be  have occurred over a long period of his-
hired to control the problem. Someone will tory,” hesaid. “Youall are neighbors. If they
g 'beemployed to help with the upkeepofthe  are trying to accommodate your feelings,
{ premises and an on-foot policeman and two you should try to accommodate theirs.~
: University squad cars will continue to be Scribner fears the precedent which would
hired to patrol parties. be set if the club’s license is revoked. “If
Wylie claimed that since only seven they can shut down a club for a night of
members live on the premises, a revocation noise every 4-8 weeks, they can go after
of the lodging license would not solve the everyclubonthe Harvard campus,” hesaid.
- problem. “Their activities as a club are the Tuesday’s hearing follows on a long se-
\ problem, not their activities as a lodging  ries of conflicts between the citizens and the
ST o house,” he said. ) Ian. “We're suffering from sins, real or
" ' Alumni of the club support the students  imagined, of the last 40 vears,” said Bab
efforts. “I've never felt any responsibility  Kroll, a resident board member of the club.
for what goes on at the club, but | would be The Zambridge Licensing Committee will
willing to come in from time to time and  vote'on the case on November 27,

~ coln Inn was granted a trial period by the ‘
S H‘AR VARD -INDe PEN Pt Cambridge Licensing Commission to prove
- ‘ that it can abide by community standards. o
In{ 29 19, - The decision, made Tuesday, effectively______ .. -
T m e e emn puts the Law School sodiai club on'proba-
tion until spring. Still, citizens are skeptical ¢
thatthestudents will passthistest,andthey n
T T T " planto continue their crusade. “They have  tf _
- — - ~madetheirnoise heard alloverthe commu-—h
-' TR ‘ nity,” said neighboring citizen Marc Rod- it _
: R —-»N“ISI“QU" T 77777 win“Now we are going to have to make  tI
' —__/ ) » The verdict has been postponed. Court  our voices heard inorder to stop them.” The
will reconvene in April. Charged by its residents will next approac!\ Harvard, .
neighbors with disturbing the peace, Lin-  which has kept a low profile in the_ feu:i _ I o
N

oot e et bt e et
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)By JULIAN |E. BARNES
i Wedgcd between the Cambridge
Common, the Radcliffe’ Quadrangle
and lhe Law School is a shost resi-
dential street Imed with trees—the
sort of place whew children ride big

Iwhcqls and parents; 'rake the lawns on.

Saturday .mernoons. .
! ludgmg from all outward appear-

anccg. Follen St. could be any resi- _

eyesore.

The partics, they say, have got to
go somewhere else.

*“This is not against Harvard Law
School—we Ilkc students,” says Mark
. A Rodwin, atesndcnt of 50 Follen St.,

. the apnnmenl building next- to the -

club. “We afe just objecting to anti-
social behavior. If you want (o have a
pasty there are better places to have

|
|
i
|

nelghbodnood ln lhe US. But area
‘residents say that' l'hcy have had one

conshnl reminder this year that -

Follcn St.'is not ;qs( anywhere, that it
is right next-door| to the nation’s
oldest msmuuon of| higher education.
' Fo'r' scvcnl mpnths now, _the
Linc In’s Inn, a social club for some
135 Iaw students, has been disturbing
the qlherwusc peaceful street, neigh-
botslsay| They say that, monthly
partics thrown by, the group has
created excessive noise, public drunk-
eness, iand that garbage around the
inn has become 'a neighborhood
| .
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n any suburban

Law School partles, say Follen St.
esidents, have got to’ go, somewhere

"Rodwin's apmmenl does not face
" the club=it [looks instead onto the

Cambridge Common. But he says
that on some mghls, he can hear noise

.from the Llub's parties and people

exiting onto (the street afterward as
latc as 3 a.m.

The Llcenilng Commission held a
hearing on the club on November 13,
and is expected to announce its deci-

“sion on wha( action (b take today.:

Although the neighbors have
produced letters of complaint going
back several decades, the commission
says that it is|the first full complaint

lhcy have recclved and the first hear-
ing on the inn.

“Any kind of license is a privilege
and not a nghl " said Richard V.
Scali, executive director of the
Llceasing Commision. “Any time a

" licendee is causing & nusiance: that is

gemetal cause to bring them:in for a
hearing.”

Scali said the commission could go
30 far s to-suspend the inn's lodging
license, either temporarily or perma-
nently. He cautioned, however, that

“such a scenario is unlikely.

“Most likely the license will not be
revoked,” said Scali. “My feeling is
that there will be very stringent
conditions [placed on the license.)”

The Lincoln’s Inn members say the
situation is under control. Since the,
current wave of complaints began
carlier this fall, they say, the club has
instituted a “management plan.” Club
members say they are installing storm
windows, changing the entryway (o
the club and instructing the incoming
exccutive board about neighborhood
concems.

“I'm hoping the commission will
allow the club to put the plan into
effect,”” said David A. Wylie, the
attomney for the inn and a former city
councillor. While Wylie acknow-
ledges that some of the neighborhood

" its share.

complaints were legitimate, he says
the new management plan will
address them.

“We have made a huge amount of
changes,” said Kenneth B, Mehiman,
chair of the Lincoln’s Inn and a

third-year law student. “People here

want to work with the neighbors. |
have no animosity [towards them.]”

But both Scali and the club’s neigh-
bors say they are skeptical about the
new plan's effectiveness, arguing that
club gepresentatives told them in a
meeting +at Harvard's office of
commiuinity relations that the plan
was already in effect. To date, Scali
said, nothing has changed.

“The very next weckend all hell
broke loose,” Scali said.

Rodwin said that he hopes the
licensing commission takes action to
solves the problem but would like to
sce the University take a stand on the
controversy. Sarah Wald, dean of
students at the Law School, could not
be reached for comment on the inn’s
problems yesterday.

“We don't think Harvard has done
Harvard has said it's a
private club and they can't do
anything,” Rodwin said. “If the
Lincoln’s Inn was next to the dean of
the Law School, this pmblem would
have been solved yeats ago.”
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November 13, 1990
HIGHLIGHTS

EXCERPTS FFOM STATEMENTS MADE BY NEIGHBORS OF LINCOLN'S INN

(full statements attached)

I THE PROBLEM
General

"I find the current situation of Lincoln's Inn hard to
believe. My uncle Zecharia Chafee Jr. was a member of Lincoln's
Inn around 1910. His signature 1s on a poster over the
fireplace.... My cousin Senator John H Chafee of Rhode Island,
was also a member of the Lincoln's Inn...Yet in the fifteen years
I have lived cn Follen Street the members of Lincoln's Inn have
done nothing tut disrupt the neighborhood with their illegal
parking, their loud and late parties, and their trash which
spills over the entire neighborhood. This trash is not only.
unsightly, but has encouraged so many rats that they were coming
up in my toilets... It is clear that the Inn's members care only
for themselves... They are renting parking spaces and charging
admissions to what is a defacto speak easy on a street which is - T
part of the 0ld Cambridge Historic District."

"I find the current situation a very disheartening example
of how a select few, for whatever reason, regard themselves above
common curtesy, and how many of us, as a result, have felt and

————————continue—to-feel-victimized-in—our—homes." -

"I do not feel any one has the right to impose his or her
lifestyle on anyone else, and the people at 44 follen sTreet
impose their lifestyle on the neighborhood."

"The nights I was denied sleep, denied the ability to
_concentrate on graduate studies, etc. finally culminated in a
decision to move."”

Noisg‘—

T e - "In order to cope with -the-ongoing stress—of “being kept-up ~—
oo —Yto sometimes -as—late -as-3:30 -AM; -my~-husband—-and I often-rented -~ - =
videos so that we could have something to do in those hours we
w=s - --—+4ould-be kept--awakei -We-acquired earplugs-—suited for—-use on a ~— = -

pistol range, as well as made plans to sleep at mvy sister's

house, as the only way to escape the noise."




"Your music was so loud I could not hear the radio in myv
apartment."

"Sometimes if I needed my sleep, I would have to stay at a
friend's house on Saturday night."

"I was trying to finish my dissertation, and losing one or
two nights' sleep several weeks a month didn't help."

"It is just not possible to sleep through this kind of
noise... I am constantly awakened late at night, and usually
several times. Often when the noise finally stops, there are
only a few hours left before I have to get up."

"Sometimes the music has been so loud that I can't hear a
television in the room in which I am sitting.

"There is shouting and singing and generally boisterous

behavior that is not appropriate to this residential neighborhood
in the early morning hours."

Late Night Parties

- o "The music stops at 2:00 am but other noise (shouting and
conversation continues to 3:00 a.m."

"Partygoers created a general ruckus in the street
throughout the night, as late as 4:00 a.m.

people with drinks in their hands would be strolling up Follen
Street talking loudly. This was usually around 2:00 a.m."

"The Inn's social gatherings and parties ... habitually last
into the early morning hours, e.g. 2:00 to 4:00 a.m."

Intoxicated Individuals Endangering the Public and Disturbing the
Peace

"Party goers pay a fee at the door in order to enter the
premises and then appear to be able to drink as much as they
- likeo."_ e e —_ . L el e R

"PAFtY g66rS Carry on in the street in & drunken State for

PR ¢ X « 1 0 15 3 HE S0 OO

"People leaving the Inn are often quite intoxicated, which
is evident by the screaming and velling that goes on for hours in
~_the street.”

2




"These people have posed a threat to the peace and safety of
my wife and children."

"Obviously drunk partygoers climbed over a locked gate
facing Follen Street, to trespass on a short-cut to Massachusetts
Avenue."

"Many of these obviously drunk people get into automobiles
and drive away, tires screeching."

"Cambridge city officials should take action to see that the
Lincoln's Inn disruption stops immediately. They should do so to
protect the citizens whom they serve. They should also do so to
protect themselves and the city which is now exposed to the risk
of civil liability under Sec. 1983 and tort law if Lincoln's Inn
members or guests injure or kill people while driving drunk. I
believe that a court of law mav well find the city had notice of
unreasonable dangerous conduct and that their failure to stop it
Wwill be considered negligence if the actions of drunk Lincoln's
Inn members or guests lead to injury."

"The most serious disruptions from these parties were the

loud noise of drunk young people leaving the parties, velling,
singing, screaming, starting fights on Follen Street."

Large Crowds

"Often in excess of one to two hundred people may attend,
_[Lincoln's Inn's parties] most of whom pay admission..."

"For several vears, I have been disturbed when Lincoln's Inn
has large parties."

‘Rude Behavior, Intimidation and'Harassﬁént - ’ -

"The group was so large and noisy, and I was living alone at
the street level with large windows right by my bed, that I did
not dare to tell them to be quiet. The group was so extremely
- noisy that—I-was..afraid--that-if -they saw me alone, -they-would---—c.—
o throw rocks through the w1ndow. B

e — oo . ."The..students. were_so.rude-— when_-I_came_home—alone-that-I ... _ ..
e —...did_not dare_to. confront them." __. . ___ .

creim+ ime — . . "Cn_another _night, I was.awakened by .the sound_of..student
velllng 'Fuck you 50 Follen Street' as they left a party at the
Inn."




"On one occasion... one of the resident's of 50 Follen
Street (a woman) knocked on the door of the Inn, asking the young
man who answered... to please turn down their music and be more
quiet. After she left, I heard the voung male ... call her a
"bitch" and obscenely gesture with his finger. The music was not
turned down."

"People shouted "Fuck 50 Follen " in chorus outside my
window in December, at about 1, a.m."

"On one occasion a student was seen urinating."

" Why should my two daughters, ages 10 and 6, hear foul
language and see men and women acting out of control?"

"As a Harvard alumna, I have often been ashamed in my
building and neighborhood to admit to my affiliation. These
rude, ignorant adolescents... must understand that their
privileged position is not a cover for their bizarre behavior."

Poor Upkeep and Unsanitary Conditions

"Lincoln's Inn has been a constant source of embarrassment
and concern with it's filth and its noise.” -
"The presence of the monitor has not discouraged the
partygoers from throwing glass liquor bottles drinking glasses
and debris on the area sidewalks, streets and private property"




November 13, 1990
HIGHLIGHTS

EXCERPTS FROM STATEMENTS MADE BY NEIGHBORS OF LINCOLN'S INN

(full statements attached)

II THE FAILURE OF EFFORTS TO AMICABLY RESOLVE THE PROBLEM PAST

"Every vear I have been repeatedly disturbed by parties
given by Lincoln's Inn..."

"Our troubles with Lincoln's Inn began in 1987 when we move
into our new house on Follen Street."

"I talked to the superintendent and mv neighbors who had
experienced the same problem. I wrote letters, called the
police, signed letters, talked to David S. Brown." (Resident from
1987-1989)

"The students there make life miserable for people who live
on Follen Street, and after vears of requests and meetings are
still unwilling to accommodate the neighbors' very reasonable
requests about late night noise, trespassing, crowds, and
garbage." (Former resident)

The V.P of the Lincoln's Inn told a complaining neighbor,
"If one chooses to live across from the Harvard Law School, one
has to put up with the noise from law students." (Resident from
1984 to August 1990) '

- -== - --—— M"At-least three or four times -a vear, I have been forced to
call the Cambridge police (usually after midnight) to get some
peace. But the revelers do not a;wavs respond to the police.?

e . ..., _"On_one_occasion _.I called. the police_twice _because _the _.
T racket started again only a Short interval after’ the police had
come.s" - —— - -

o . "When .the_police do. come,«jhe music and noise. 1mmed1ately"__ﬂnuh___
—**“———““‘ﬂecreasés OHiv to return back to the usual level once the policde ™~~~
_have left."

"When the police have responded, the partvgoers have quieted
down only to start up again once the police have left."




"At various times, neighbors have met with representatives
of Lincoln's Inn who invariable promise to control the parties.
Unfortunately, it never lasts..."

"At various times, members of Lincoln's Inn have made
promises regarding noise, trash, etc. Their actions always
belied their words."

"Promises they [Lincoln's Inn] make are meaningless."

"Mpr. Melhman repeatedly assured us that there would not be
more disturbances and presented 6 pages of new procedures that he
was going to institute... Yet, two days later, Columbus Day
weekend began a series of one of the worst disturbances that I've
experienced since living at 50 Follen street."

"3:30 a.m. I called Lincoln's Inn and requested to speak to
Ken Melhman. I was told that none of the Officers of Lincoln's
Inn were present and that there were just a bunch of people there
visiting."

"In the spring of 1990 I phoned the Dean's office of the Law
School... The woman with whom I spoke... remarked that she wished
- she could help, that given the number of complaints from
residents that her office received regarding the Inn, a solution
to the problem would win her a promotion."

"In the spring of 1990... the students told me that there
was no wav thev could control the behavior of people once they

left the Inn."




November 13, 1990

STATEMENTS MADE BY NEIGHBORS OF LINCOLN'S INN
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34 Follen Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

November 5, 1990
Mr Marc Roduin
44 Follen St.
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Mr. Rodwin:

I find the current situation of Lincoln’s Inn hard to

believe. My uncle, Zechariah Chafee Jr., was a member of
Lincoln’s Inn around 1910. His signature is on a poster over
the fireplace. He spent his life fighting for freedom of the
press, was a professor at the Harvard Law School for aover
forty years, and a Harvard University Professor. My cousin,
Senator John H. Chafee of Rhode Island, was also a member of
Lincoln’s Inn. Both of these lawyers spent their lives
working for the public welfare.

Yet in the fifteen years I have lived on Follen Street the
members of Lincoln’s Inn have done done nothing but diisrupt
the neighbarhood with their illegal parking, their loud and
late parties and their trash which spills over the entire
neighborhoad. This trash is not only unsightly, but has
encouraged so many rats that they were coming up-in my
toilets. I was forced to spend a small fortunate last year
to install a back flow valve to prevent this irvasion. The
"Cambridge Rat Control Consultant' told me that I was not the
only victim on the street.

I have gone out of my way suggesting ways tc Lincoln’s Inn to

““minimize all these nuisances. But it is clear that the Inn’s

members care only for themselves. These are the individuals
who will be respansible for carrying out our country’s laws.
It is a frightening thought.

- Now not-satisfied with- their- prospective $70,000. annual T

income, they are renting parking spaces and charging
admissions to what is a defacto speak easy on a street uhlch

. is part of the 0Old Cambridge Historic District! -

Certamly Lincoln’s ‘Inn is going beyond it’s original charter

and has no right to keep 1t’s liquor license. I request that
it be rescinded fortwith. = - .. _ . .

Smcerely,

Sheﬂa G. Caook




DAVID S. BROWNE

120-D Auburn St.
Cambridge, MA 02139

November 4, 1990
To The Cambridge Licensing Board:

I am writing this letter to urge you to revoke the Boarding House License of the
Lincoln's Ion on Follen Street at your November 13, 1990 hearing.

I was a resident of 50 Follen Street from 1982 to 1989. During that time, I was
disturbed by parties at the Inn ionumerable times, and made numerous complaints to the
board of the Inn, the Harvard University Police, the Cambridge Police and the staff of
the Licensing Board -- all to no avail. I am glad to hear that there is now an
opportunity for some serious action to stop this absurd disruption.

During my seven years on Follen St., the Inn would throw loud, drunken parties
approximately every two or three weeks during the school year. These parties
generally would begin approximately 10:00 PM and run until 2:30 or 3:30 AM.

The most serious dzsruptlon from these partles was the loud noise of drunk young
people leaving the parties, yelling, singing, screaming, starting fights on Follen St.
between 11:00 PM and 3:30 AM. I tried oumerous times to deal with these noise-makers,
including speaking to them directly, to Harvard U. Police Officers at the parties,
and speaking to Inn board members. The noise omly got worse.

Finally, I led an effort to convince the Ino to stop its parties. I began with the
Harvard Law School Dean's office; they claimed that they could do nothing, as the Inn

— — -—was—independent—of-Harvard.—Thereafter—a group of-us—from-50 ‘Follen-met—with the—-
board of the Inn and negotiated some promised changes in tneir parties. These
promises were broken that very month, as the parties continued to run late and loud.
Outside of one of their parties the chairman of the Inn board -- drunk at the time --
told me that the Ino had no intention of trying to keep its promises to me.

My other major concern is about the pature and level of drznkxng at these partles.
From what I have seen, young people come out of that house excesslvely drunk. .If none

-= of- them have been-hurt in drunk driving accidents- or the like, it is-a miracle, and
not likely to continue forever.

" Io summary, Lincoln's Inn has beenudigtuptingfthe peace of Follen St. for years.
. While the board of the Inn makes appeasing and pleasant-sounding promises, they have
' broken their promlses to me and (I'm told) to other neighbors. The house is unruly,

" uncooperative and it's members irresponsible (at best). By their behavior tney have

———-—forfeited -any rights to-continued—-existence—in-a-residential-neighborhoced+————————

“Their license should be revoked.




MEMORANDUM

To: Richard Scali
Executive Director
Licensing Commission
City of Cambridge

From: Dzvinia Orlowsky
664Porest Street
Marshield, MA 02050 (:>3}
Date: November 4, 1990

Re: Lincoln's Inn Society

- - - Currently a resident of Marshfield, I lived at 50 Follen Street, apartment
515 for three years (May 1987 through May 1990.) During those three years I was
frequently disturbed (primarily on weekends) by noise coming from Lincoln's Inn
as well as by noise generated by people coming to and leaving the Inn. 1In
addition to weekends, during the summer, I was disturbed by noise coming from
the Inn on week nights.

My mother currently occupies and owns apartment 515. Because of work
commitments that leave me too tired tc make the hour (plus) commute home on the
South East Expressway, I have to occasionally stay overnight at the apartment.
Both my mother and I are very concerned about being kept up at night (she is
seventy years old, and I am a full-time graduate student in addition to working
full time), and the decision to stay in Cambridge is often a difficult and
stressful one.
- " 'What annoys me most about the ongoing battle to restore Follen Street to
the quiet residential street (that I believe originally attracted its residents
ew -ee.. . . _...to.both rent .and.purchase _real estate there) is_that_members_of _Lincoln's_Inn
§ . Society seem to be exempt from community and civil responsibilities that non=-
- - : members are required to abide by. Cambridge police claim the Inn is not under
. . ..__their jurisdiction,_they are the responsibility of_ Harvard police; Harvard_  _
_police, on the other hand, do_little, if anything, to control the noise and
'—_w"——-‘—"“—"-""—7ir1nk1ngrthat‘occurs—atfevery‘pafty’*‘In ‘fact; I have watched from my ywindow on
several occasions and seen Harvard Police officers socialize with the crowd, and =
make minimum effort to control the loudness of party-goers as they leave the Inn.
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I would like to list several specific instances which indicate to me that
legal enforcement is necessary in malntalnlng peace.

1. On one occasion in the summer of 1989 after 1:30 AM one of the residents
of 50 Follen Street (a woman) knocked on the door of the Inn, asking the
young man who answered the door to please turn down their music and be more
quiet. After she left, I heard the young male with whom she spoke call

her a "bitch" and obscenely gesture with her finger. The music was not
turned down.

2. In the spring of 1990 I called from my window to a group of four students
to please be quiet (I was particularly concerned because I heard glass
being broken on the driveway.) A young male yelled back to me "We don't
have to be quiet, we're Harvard business students." They proceded to stand
at the end of the driveway between the Inn and 50 Follen and talk loudly,
as well as call out, whistle, etc., to others walking down the street.

3. On another night, I was awaken by the sound of students yelling "Puck you
50 Pollen Street" as they left a party at the Inn.

4, On one occasion when I was awaken by fire trucks responding to an alarm
set off by someone in the Inn during one of their parties.

5.. In the spring of 1990 I knocked on the door of the Inn and asked td speak
with two students who were sitting in the lobby. The students told me
that there was no way they could control the behavior of people once they
left the Inn. Many of the students and young participants who leave the
Inn are intoxicated.

late as 3:30 AM, my husband and I often rented videos so that we could have
something to do in those hours we would be kept awake. We acquired
earplugs suited for use on a pistol range, as well as made plans to sleep
at my sister's house as the only way to escape the noise.

7. In the winter of 1990 I went outside in the rain (after 1:00 AM) to talk
to police officers who were responding to complaints called in by Follen
Street residents. I pointed to the window of the Inn from where loud music
from a stereo was blarring. One officer went inside the Inn and requested
that the music be turned town. Shortly after he left the Inn, the loud

6. _ In order to_cope with .the_ongoing.-stress_-of-being kept-up-to_sometimes-as—— —

mm—_-“—u—n_——u~w»~__-——~_mus1c-was—resumedﬁ—-~—-—wu—_— e e e e : -

8, ~ In the spring of 1990 I phoned the Dean's office of the Law School asking

.1f they could _help in.resolving the growing. tensions.between_Inn _Society .

_members_and Pollen Street_ residents._ _I was _informed_that_Harvard. was

“powerléss with regard to the Inn, that it was owned by a trust Set UGp by

. former_ Harvard alumni._ The woman with whom I spoke. (I do.not recall. her.

name) remarked that she wished she could help, that given the number of
complaints from residents that her office received regarding the Inn, a
solution to the problem would win her a promotion.
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Also, I'd like to add that I was actively involved with the committee
formed by David S. Browne that met with the Lincoln's Inn to discuss mutually
acceptable "good neighbor policies." Although some effort on the part of the
Inn's occupants was made regarding the quiet exiting of party attendees as well
as the turning down of music beyond a specified hour, these policies were dropped
as soon as a new term of students moved into the Inn.

There have been more incidences in which the Inn has been both directly
and indirectly responsible for disturbing the peace of Follen Street than I've
listed here. The nights I was denied sleep, denied the ability to concentrate
on graduate studies, etc., finally culminated in a decision to move.

I find the current situation a very disheartening example of how a select
few, for whatever reason, regard themselves above common courtesy, and how many
of us, as a result, have felt and continue to feel victimized in our homes.




IL2Z Baring St., Apt. IR
F ladalphxq, MAa 19104
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The Cambridge Licsnsing Commission
ambridg=s, MA

Fe: License for Lincoln's Inn Socciety, a society of Harvard Law
School students and alumni/ae, Follen 53., Cambridge

Dear Commissioners:

I lived at S0 Follen S5%t. in a basement “front apartment from
September, 1934, to August, 1970, During that time I was
constantly bothered on weekends by the noise and cbnoxious
behavior of partygoers at tha Lincoln's Inn Szciety next door.
Sometimes, if ! needed my sleep, I would have to stay at a
friend's house on Saturday night.

Residents of S0 Follen St. who have complained about the noice at
Lincoln's Inn have teen accused by *the law students there of
being anti-Harvard and anti-student. Let me point out that I
recently received my doctorate from the Harvard Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences, and it's because I was a student that the
Linceln's Inn ruckus was such a problem. I was trying to finish
my dissertation, and losing one or two nights' slszep ,everal
weeks a month didn't help. - - - - -

I enclose two letters I wrote about the party noise. Both are
trom 1989; one is to the building manager of 3G Follen St., and
the other to Lincoln's Inn officers. [ also enclcss a report on
the June, 1990, meeting of Lincoln's Inn representatives, city

— e we-——gfficials, - -and—Follen—St—residents——about- —$he—problems——of
Lincaln's Inn. Ccpies of the report were given to thoss who
attended the meesting.

Flease do deny a license renewal to Lincoln's Inn. The studsnts
.. there make 1life miserable for people who live on Foilen 5t., and
after years of requests and meetings are s3ill unwilling to
accommodate the neignhbors' very reasonable requesis about late-
. night _ noise, trespassing, crowds, and garbag=s.  Why should
Cambridge residents have to put up with that?

YOurs, -

o /{V/Wé // / Gl L
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o0 Follom, &pt. @
11 Feb. 1769-——-——- 2:43 a.m.

Dzar Coug and MNorman,

just got off the phone to ken Vermeulen. Y. F. gf the Harvard
ocial Club. He was superficially polite, but underneatn it
prnoxicus {calling me by the wrong name, interrupting me, and
aving that because tha Harvard Sccial Club has  takzn so many
2 ise dcwn, it's not fair for me to call zbout
t noisz which wakszs m2 2arly Sunday marning
as a party). Here are some of the things he

3

ur O () e

i
tha 'rca:ahablﬁ“ stre
h

1) Par cise and voices in the street until I a.m. should be
2, ba2cause Norman's emptying the garbage at 6:30 in the
nd the saxophone player in the building wake up people
cial Club esarly on weekdays,

2) If cne chooses to live across the street from Harvard Law
School, cne has to put up with the noiss from law studsnts.

) I told Ken Vermeulen about the people shcuting “Fuck S0
Follen!" in chorus outside my window in Dzcember, at abaut 1
a.m., and he said that was excusable becauss i% was a response to
the duress we create, with all our complaints. He likened this
response to my calling him at 2:30 a.m. because I was woken up--
what i+ he had been asleep? I'd consider my response reasonable

becaus= of duress, wouldn't I7 _
Yermeulen's numbers at Lincoln's Inn are 354-0293 and 8&4-2501
Yowrs,

WVJ‘L"
~imberly, Apt. ?

F.8. If you use this letter with Harvard, please don't give out
my last name. I suspect [ could get some harassament from
Linceln's Ian--calls at 2 a.m. to be buzzed in, for example.




November 5, 1990

Richard Scali
Executive Director
Licensing Commission
City of Cambridge

Dear Richard;

I hope this correspondence finds you well. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you for your help in resolving the transfer of my liquor license.

It has come to my attention that there is a hearing on November 13, 1990
regarding complaints from residents on Follen street against the Lincoln's Inn
Society. As I had lived at 50 Follen street since 1983 I would like to add my
experiences to the already large number of complaints. For simplicities sake
I hope a listing will suffice.

1) When returning from closing the Jazz Club, on Saturdays, people with drinks
in their hands would be strolling up Follen Street talking loudly. This was
usually around 2:00A.M.

2) Later when my schedule at the Jazz Club changed I found myself at home
(unfortunately) on these Saturdays. I was kept awake by the dance music and
conversation of the residents.

3) On one occasion I went to this pollce station to request an interview with
the chief. The purpose was to have extra police around that evening because a
particularly large party was planned. The extra attention, I felt would allow
for greater documentation of these continuing disturbances.

I could go on for several pages, but it seems toc me that a city so stringent in

dealing with zoning and licensing requirements could deal with a fraternity
house.

Due to prior work commitments I may not be able to attend the hearing. If you
have any questlons regardlng my experlences whxle at 50 Follen Street call me

- at-617-843-3890.- Lo .-




Novembar 3, 19390
8Q Foilen St #53
Cambridges, Ma 02129

License Commission

City of Cambridge '

Re: Lincoln’s Inn (Hearing Statement)

To the License Commission:

I am a resident of S50 Follen St. and have been living theras

since the fall of 1988, Since that time-on numerous

occasions, I’ve heard noise consisting of shouting,

screaming, hollering, cheering and loud misic, coming from 44

Follen St., Lincoln’s Inn. Many times I’ve bheen awoken by

noise as late as 2, 2 even as late as dam!

On October 2, I attended a meeting set up by Councilman

Duehay to try and resolve the problems that residents of

Lincoln’s Inn were creating. This was the second meeting.

Mr. Scali and Chief Pacllilo were present along with

representatives of the neighborhood, Harvard Police and

representatives of Lincoln’s Inn, includirg Ken Melhman.

Mr . Melhman repeatedly assured us that there would be no more

disturbances and presented é pages of new proceedures that he

was going to institute. He also indicated that he would o

assume the responsibilities of the resident manager. VYet,

two days later, Columbus Day weekend, began a series of one

of the worst disturbances that I’ve experienced since living

at 50 Follen St.

SpeeéﬁlcaL%y;"on~%9/4/90-shoutfngr—faughtert—groupb of—

pecple bantering while exiting the building 11-11:30 pm.

1:20 am. Loud Voices/shouting. Intermittent shouting until

2:00 am.

10/5/90 2:30 am. Yelling & shouting. (Note, my windonws

were closed and I was awoken). 4:00 am. Laughter and loud

voices outside Lincoln’s Inn less than é t. from my

building. (50 Ecollen St.) - -

10/76/90 2:15 am. Shouting-& yelling -

T T 3sTam s sholting and piang plaving T T T T T
2:35 am. Police are called, pianc playing, shouting B
and velling continues.

- 300 am. There is still fAdige; neo poLlice T T o TTs

ST 306 am T boud shouting and aThanging solihdl [ike T E o TTm T T
wall is being smashed down.

v T 325 amt T TSeveral peopls leave yelliAy and piand - .
Playing begins again. (Police are called, again.
They inform me they were there and it was "as quiet
as a tomb").

|
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requested
the Officer

O

am. Noise continues., I called Lincoln’s Inn and

speak to Ken Melhman. I was told that none of
of Lincoln’s Inn were present and that there

2w
o 0w
R

were Jjust a bunch of people there visiting.

control. But that was not the end of the dist

Qon

As

What existed at this peint was a situation t
N}

10/7/90 12:20 am. Shouting and laughter
intermittent shouting and laughter till 12:30 am.
1:00 am. loud outburst
1:12 am. loud outburst, yelling & laughter. I
called the Lincoln’s Inn warning I’d call the
police if the noise continued.

[N
s
|
(v}
3
Y]
s

if all this wasn’t enough, there have been add

disturbances since this time, which include

St

p

creaming & cheering
1:00 am. 1 ud cheering, shouting

between 1:30-2:00 am. repeated slamming of car
doors and racing of engine.

10/14/30 12:30 am. S
Q

10/20/90 9:35 pm. a car parks illegall? at 50 Follen
. Criveway. At 11:15 pm. 4 women screaming and shouting

right outside my apartment, returning to illegally parked
car. Note: "No Parking" signs are clearly posted.

fa

11/1/90 12:45% am. screaming (males)

In summary, Lincoln’s Inn has demonstrated a consistant

—————patternof—disturbing—the—meighborhood—and has—repeatedly -

iled to follow through on their assurances of quelling

these disturbances. I emphasize that these disturbances I
have described occcured after the October 23rd meeting when
they assured the neighborhood representatives, Harvard and
_City Officials, including Police Chief Padlillo, Mr. Scali
‘and Councilman Duehay that there would be no more
disturbances. The Linceln’s Inn does not belong in a
rnsidnntial neighborhood. . I-therefore request-the . License

rsl

R F R I L _,-,,} -/

ommission to put an =nH to thnse endless d‘sturhances and
enplnss nlghts

SlnCanly.

-.. 0

[ . -—‘k ,’, /Q:/I{i“ -




50 Follen Street, Apt. 508
Cambridge, MA 02138
November 10, 1990

Mr. Richard Scali
Executive Officer
Cambridge Lincense Commission

Dear Mr. Scali and Members of the Commission:

I am writiang to report the disturbances caused by the members of the
Lincoln's Inn Society and their guests and to ask you to take action
to prevent their continuation in the future.

I have lived at 50 Follen Street since July 1990, first in Apartment 515,
then in Apartment 508. Every year I have been repeatedly disturbed by
parties given by Lincoln's Inn and by the behavior of those attending.

These parties feature loud, throbbing music as well as the noise of large,
milling crowds and drunken outbursts by individuals and small groups.
Sometimes the music has been so loud that I can't hear a television in
the room in which I'm sitting. Nor can I escape the loud noise in any
room of my apartment, even with the door shut. 1I've also been awakened
more than once by drunken shouting and singing, as late as three o'clock
in the morning.
At least three or four times a year, I have been forced to call the

Cambridge police (usually after midnight) to get some peace. But the

revelers do not always respond to the police. On one occasion I called the
police twice because the racket started again only a short interval after

the police had come.

Please take action to stop these disturbances in the future. Thank you
for your time.

Sincerely,

—————

> o

Marjcrie Westerman




Cambridge Licensing Commission
To Whom It May Concern:

I have been living at 50 Follen Street for the past few
years. Throughout that time, Lincoln’s Inn has held a number of
parties, usually on Saturday evenings, that have gone on until
2:00 to 3:00 a.m., sometimes even later. The music is loud at
all times. In addition, party goers carry on in the street in a
drunken state for hours. There 1is shouting and singing and
generally boisterous behavior that is not appropriate to this
residential neighborhood in the early morning hours. During the
summer months, most of the parties end up taking place outside-
in the street in front of Lincoln’s Inn and in the alley between
the Inn and 50 Follen Street.

Party goers pay a fee at the door in order to enter the
premises and then appear to be able to drink as much as they
like. This is a commerical enterprise being illegally conducted.
Such activity should not be allowed.

At various times, members of Lincoln’s Inn have made
promises regarding noise, trash, etc. Their actions always belie
their words. The parties have never stopped. Indeed, during the
parties the phone 1is not answered, making it impossible to
complain to them during the actual event. I have called the
Cambridge police on a number of occasions. They have not always
responded; when they have, things have quieted down for a short

while and when it seems clear that the police will not be back,
the noise has started up again. People leaving Lincoln’s Inn are
often quite intoxicated, which is evident by the screaming and
yelling that goes on for hours in the street. Unbelievely too,
many of these obviously drunk people get into automobiles and

drive away, tires screeching

It is tlme to stop Llncoln s Inn. Promises they make are
meaningless. Each year, there is another group that takes over.
There is no continuity ~“in leadership or ~membership such that
responsibility can be meaningfully exercised. This is not the

* type of organization that should have a lodging license. That is’

evident-by the actions of the Lincoln’s Inn over the ‘past few
years. : -




Birgitta Ralston O/¥ °/~Y¥

{ Newport Road
Cambridge,Ma.02140
‘November 6,1990

Mark Rodman
50 Follen Street
Cambridge,Ma.02138

Dear Mr.Rodman,

Thank you for your two phoneéalls concerning 50 Follen Street.
While living at 50 Follen St.,in Apt.8, (from Nov.1987-March 1989)
I was very ghocked one night when I woke up after 2 a.m. when a
large group of people of 10 or so were shouting and singing right
outside my basement apartment window. The group was so large and |
noisy, and I was living alone at streetlevel with large windows
right by my bed, that I did not dare to tell them to be quiet.The
group was so extrememly ﬁﬁsy that I was afraid that if they saw me
alone, that they would throw rocks through the window. The noise
continued in the same place for 1 1/2 hours.I called the police.

The first time this happened I thought it was some sort of
"once—a-year student carnival celebration." The day after I and the
superintendent picked up broken glass, bottles and papercups right
in front of my window.I soon found out that these "carnivals" were
not just once a year, but once a week or happened very often on
week-ends.I always had to clean up their mess~the day after=in front

i of my window. — "
I tadked to the superintendent and my neighbors (apt.7 and 9),
who had experienced the same problems.I wrote letters,called the
pollce, 51gned letters, talked to Dav1d S.Brown, © ] was very.
pleased at the serious efforts that Mr.Brown made iH_Qr;EIhg
letters to the Lincoln's Inn Society with copies to the Cambridge
Police Department, Alice Wolf The Dean of Students, at the Harvard

e e - Law— School—etc — - : —— ' ~

In addition to the extreme noise from Llncoln s Inn, I noilced
- - .———their carelessness-with garbagefln—addltlonutomthe—broken"glassmanl_-
CUIITIIIIITTU I Tempty-—-bottles-in—frontofmy-window, “there was_garbagé—on-the stree:
m«ww--~~m~--after_the-partieéT~broken-glass-on«the sidewalk--and -once-when- I- . -
came home very late)two broken champagne glasses at the stairs leadi

to the 50 Follen Street enterance. The students were so rude when.

———————"I came home late alone; that I did not dare to confront them.Twice -




rats were found in aprtment 8, once whtut I lived there and once

gbmz_my sonMoved there.I don% know if it has anything to do with
the careless way students at Lincoln'sInn leave garbage in the street
after parties.

Otherwise I was very happy living at 50 Follen Street because
of it's familyrun management, and I have no co: mplains directed in
any way towards 50 Follen, where my son now lives in apt.8, M€ has
the same problems with Lincoln's Inn.

In fact, I wanted to st&8y at 50 Follen, because I liked the
ambiance.I wanted to buy a condominium at 50 Follen, but when I
was shown apartments that were facing the Lincoln's Inn, I decgeded
against it, because I was sure that I would have . same of the
same problems.

Please let me know again which nr. on Mass Ave the meeting is
on November 13 at é&P.M.

Birgitta Ralston

~cc: David S.Brown
‘James E.Ralston
management at 50 Follen Street
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1572 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

November 4, 1990

Richard Scali, Executive Director
Cambridge License Commission

Cambridge City Hall - Lombardi Building
831 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Lincoln's Inn, 44 Follen Street

Dear Mr. Scali:

Although I have a Massachusetts Avenue address, my
apartment overlooks Follen Street (where it jags left, near
29 Follen Street). My apartment is a substantial distance
from Lincoln's Inn.

For several years, I have been disturbed when Lincoln's
Inn has large parties.

Lincoln's Inn held such a party on Saturday evening,
September 15, 1990. Partygoers created a general ruckus in
the street throughout the night, as late as 4:00 a.m.
Partygoers talked loudly in the street for most of the
evening. At 2:00 a.m., obviously drunk partygoers climbed
over a locked gate facing Follen Street, to trespass on a
short-cut to Massachusetts Avenue. At 4:00 a.m., three or
four men sat in a convertible outside of 29 Follen Street,
loudly anticipating the arrival of another car which finally
arrived to lead the convertible to a different party-venue.
The convertible is usually parked at Lincoln's Inn.

I am concerned that Lincoln's Inn, even i1f it has a
security guard at its own building, is unable to control
noise, trespassing and disturbing neighbors who are several
houses away.

. ufhaﬂg-ydﬁ_férnyéa;~663556éiation.

Very Eiuiy yours,

T 'Q(,(LL “d‘b{cft/\ | e e

Andrew L. Hyams




50 Follen Street, #415
Cambridge, MA 02138
November 13, 1990

Cambridge Licensing Commission
To Whom It May Concern:

I have 1lived at 50 Follen Street for the past six years.
During that period, Lincoln’s Inn has held numerous parties,
usually on weekends, which have been noisy, boisterous and very
disturbing to the peace of a quiet residential neighborhood.

It appears that often in excess of one to two hundred people
may attend, most of whom pay admission (obviously illegal) to
share in the festivities. People often gather in the streets,
particularly after 1leaving the parties. Many are in various
states of intoxication and have been loud and disruptive until as
late as 4:00 a.m.

I have called the Cambridge police on a number of occasions
to complain. Since this is a relatively low priority call, the
response has been quite slow and in some cases there has been no
response at all. On those occasions when the police have
responded, the partygoers have quieted down only to start up
again once the police left.

At times, neighbors have met with representatives of
Lincoln’s Inn who invariably promise to control the parties.
Unfortunately, it never lasts, particularly since each year there
is a turnover in people who manage Lincoln’s Inn as well as those
who reside there.

There also have been problems in the summer when rooms are
rented to people temporarily attending special summer programs.
There are problems with parties, trash, and general maintenance
of the house. Invariably, there is no one from the Lincoln’s Inn
society who 1is in residence during the summer period and
resolution of problems becomes impossible. o o

Promises by Lincoln’s Inn representatives have been
meaningless in the past and, I believe, will be meaningless for
the future. Unfortunately, the only action which would appear to

the ban on illegal pald admission, or commerlcal parties.

_be.left_is.revocation_of. thelr.lodglng license and_enforcement of_“-__w

i Marvin Laz




Date: November 3, 1990

To: The Cambridge Licensing Board
From: Bill Belanger and Eleanor Williams

Our troubles with Lincoln's Inn began in 1987, when we moved
into our new house on Follen St. I had lived for 12 years
In Porter Square on Orchard St.; my new husband and I combined

investments wo we could afford to live near Harvard Square--
at $725,000!

But one house across the street was a mess--unpainted, black
Plastic garbage bags scruffily laid over the dirt front ''yard'",
piles and piles of full garbage bags heaped at the side, broken
glass, rubbish, newspapers, dog droppings, a rusted barbeque
tettering on crooked ground at the other side. I thought I
could make a difference, and phoned Harvard Law School to
inform them of the sitaution. The run-around was all I got--
absolutely no one, not the Deans nor the secretaries, not
sutdents, not police, not anyone was related the the Inn. It
was a free-floating object responsible to no one. I.:

The derelict condition of the building has remained constant,
sometimes worse in the summer or after a (huge)party, but never

better. Quite recently it has been painted and tidied up (for
only the second time in all these years).

One August evening inl988 I found. a 9" rat with a 9" tail
running round the toilet seat in my first floor lavatory.

_ Bil1l and our neighbor Steve Bell killed the rat. I phoned the
Health Department Inspector (498-9013) the next morning.
When '"the inspector in charge of rats' arrived he tole me that
this was not a sewer rat but a common land rat, attracted to
the watercof the toilet bowl; that he had come most likely
from the open dumpster across the street. Soon after the
dumpsters (now there-are two) received covers, but the metal

_~Steve drove.screeched dwon Follen. St. . . . . __

ISrusted and bent and certainly the dumpster is not sealed ~
against entry or infestation.

We were horrified

~ In -September of 1989, at 2 am my husband and I listened to
the conversation, and peered anxiously out the window as three

. people loudly yelled and cajoled "Steve, don't drive that car,
you are too drunk, we'll take care of you. Don't drive."- '
etc. After some scuffling and more conversation under our window

Lincoln's Inn-has been a constant source of embarrassment and

___concern-with_ it's filth and it's noise. I think it's presence

_in our neighborhood is extremely inappropriate.

e fm L illeiow
33 Frtla ¢,
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Stephen A. Bell
31 Follen Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

November 2, 1990

Members :
Cambridge Licensing Commission

Dear Sirs,

My name is Stephen Bell, I live at 31 Follen Street diagonally
across from Lincolns Inn.

In the nearly three years that my wife and I have lived here
we have frequently been disturbed by the parties at Lincolns Inn.
Many times we have been wakened at one, two or later in the morning
by loud music and people coming and going. Also, people jumping -
over the six foot fence between our property and the Bay State
Building. I myself have picked up rubbish from the parties in the
street and in front of the house dozens of times. Plastic cups,

beer bottles, etc.

T "I have ¢alled the police on two accasions. I1Tegal park ing
by dozens of cars is also a hazard.

On another occasion last year, I stopped my car in front of

thé ihn and éskéd—ihe fellow in chéibe-if'théf ﬂighgg paréy“wdﬁié_hl”

- .- - be 'quieter and his response was to call me a four..letter word name.

I understand that this situation has existed for years before we

moved in.

R - . [P - cm e - FRTPN R — Steph"en A. _Be All..—_“ e e e

|- o e e ettt e = e e —— e ——— e e T P OO, - -

LI S ST -

, 31 Follen Streé&
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. . MARC A. RODWIN
Attorney-at-Law

50 Follen Street No. 206
Cambridge, MA 02138
(6€17) 491-0696

November 13, 1990

Richard V. Scali

Cambridge Licencing Commission
831 Mass Ave.

Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Scali:

I have lived at 50 Follen street since December 1983.
Throughout the seven years the Lincoln's Inn has waken me up in
the middle of the night when ever they have parties, which is at
least once a month.

My apartment faces out toward the Cambridge common at the
corner of 50 Follen street. Even though I am father away from
Lincoln's Inn than man other I hear their noise. Its bad enough
that the dance music is loud. But after the music stops drunk
noisy students pour out into the streets. Thev hang around on
the street corners talking loudly. They vell. They scream.
They sing. The parties go way past midnight, Sometimes to 2:00
or 3: 00 in the morning.

At first I thought I was the onlyvy one bothered. But people
in the building started comparing notes. It turns out that lots
of people are waken in the middle of the night. The more people
I have talked to the more horror stories I heard. Sometimes the
Lincoln's Inn students harassed people who complain about noise.

Other times they acted outrageously. One neighbor reported that

a student defecated on their car. But even when they are on
their best behavior they get drunk and make a ruckus. By driving
home from their parties drunk and endanger the lives of the
public.

-~ - - -- -— Over the-vears -people in the building have -initiated several -

campaigns to stop the noise. Nothing we have done has had any

significant effect. Their promises are not honored, and as the
~law students know, unenforceable. Most people in the building

just try to grin and bear it because they have exhausted all the

.some people to move away.

- harmothersv-—Lincoln's Inn has ¢rosseéd over that Iine- Tong ~
S students. Long ago police should have arrested these revelers
for disturbing the peace. Long ago the Lincoln's Insurers should
have stopped selling them liability insurance because of their

. _ . Our society generally tolerates all sorts of_personal C e
__conduct. But it draws a_line when the private actions of other_ . __ _

ago Harvard should have instituted some wayv to.control its .. ..........

_means they know to stop the disruption. _The nbiseahas“caused_m___Lw_r

high risk of law suits due to excessiye drinking ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂ8ﬁ5vewgc§§§_m,mm

rTotTT T -L ago the Cambridge Licencing (ommission-~s
tgdrgsgﬁe %r suspect the%r &1cence.



P. 2 Marc A. Rodwin, J.D.

Cambridge city officials should now take action to see that
the Lincoln's Inn disruption stops immediately. They should do
so to protect the citizens whom they serve. They should also do
so to protect themselves and the city which is now exposed to the
risk of civil liability under Sec. 1983 and tort law if Lincoln's
Inn members or guests injure or kill people while driving drunk.
I believe that a court of law may well find the city had notice
of unreasonable dangerous conduct and that their failure to stop
it will be considered negligence if the actions of drunk
Lincoln's Inn members or guests lead to injury.

I think that the Lincoln's Inn licence should be revoked.
Short of that they should relocated to a more appropriate
neighborhood. At a minimum the Lincoln's Inn should not be
allowed to have parties that continue past mid-night, should not
be allowed to have more than 25 to 30 people at their parties,
and should not be allowed to sell or serve liquor.

Marc A. Rodwin, J.D.




November 12, 1990

Dear Licensing Commission Board,

For the last three years my family has lived at 1558
Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge. During that time we have
been frequently disturbed by the loud noise, shouting and
loud music coming from the Lincoln Society Inn on Fallon
Street. Groups of people, appearing to be drunk, have
congregated around the outside of the building. These
people have posed a threat to the peace and safety of my
wife and children.

I have called the Cambridge Police as well as reported
incidents to the Harvard University Police. The Cambridge
Police Department was too busy to act. The Harvard
University Police indicated that the Inn is not under its

" jurisdiction. The disturbances still continue.

I don't believe the Inn has a right to exist in a
residential area repeatedly and repeatedly disturbing the
neighborhood.

Why should my two daughters, ages 10 and 6, hear foul
language and see men and women acting out of control?

Coiiiglly yours,

My family and I would appreciate it if the situation
would be permanently corrected.

Vet




I have been the superintendent of 50 Follen street for over
nine vears. Lincoln's Inn has caused problems throughout those
nine years. I know the problems because I have to clean up the
Lincoln's Inn mess, because everv party season their vyelling
wakes me up numerous times, and because I hear the complaints of
all the people who live in the building.

These students raise hell. They party, make noise that wake
people in the middle of the night, throw trash, beer bottles and
cups all over the place, piss in the driveway and park illegally.
And they are rude. The noise they make would disturb people even
if it was in the middle of the afternoon. But the noise occurs
between 11 pm and 4 am. They have moved our dumpster to park
their cars. They also sometimes put their trash in our dumpster.
Once I was trying to drive into my parking space and the party
had spilled out into the street and driveway. There were so many
people I couldn't get by. I asked them move so I could get by,
but they just ignored me.

What it comes down to is that the Lincoln's Inn crowd do _
what ever thev damn please. They don't respect the rights of
neighbors. They are trying to take over the neighborhood. And
nothing we have done year after year has changed anything.

At flrst I tried to get them to stop. I've called the
Cambridge police, the Harvard police, the Dean's Office at
Harvard. But nothing changed no matter how much I or other
neighbors complained. The Lincoln's Inn people say they will be
more considerate. But as soon as the pressure is off it starts
all over_again..--And_when_people—_in-the—building complained—some
Lincoln's Inn people went around saving "lets get 50 Follen
street".

Its been damn frustrating. I know a lot of people don't
bother to complain any more because they think nothing can
change. The Lincoln's Inn has tried to wear us out and hope our
complaints will go away. I think they are the ones who should

_move.

I'm angry with the Lincoln's Inn. I'm . also fed up with

e e —~—Cambridge“crtv—and—ﬂarvard officials—-that-let ‘their disruptions- o

g0 on. The kids can't control themselves but the city and law
school are supposed to act responsibly and stop people from

-disturbing the peace. —They haven't.—-Its-the- -same-routine-year--——-— -
..a fter A et i e S
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1558 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138
November 7, 1990

cambridge License Commission

City of Cambridge
. 831 Massachusetts Avenue, 1lst Floor
Cambridge, MA 02138

RE: Lincoln Inn Lodging House License Hearing,
November 13, 1990

Dear Members of the Committee:

I am writing to urge the Cambridge License Commission,
at its November 13th hearing, to cancel, suspend, revoke or
further condition the Lodging House License of the Lincoln
Inn (the "Inn") located at 44 Follen Street .in the City of
Cambridge. As a nine-year resident of 1558 Massachusetts
Avenue, located opposite the Inn, I can attest to the
disruptive, intoxicated behavior of Inn residents, friends
and invitees. Noise from the Inn and the behavior of
partygoers is consistently offensive and constitutes a
persistent, unreasonable nuisance which precludes the quiet

- T enjoyment of my home.

The Inn's social gatherings and parties are held with
great frequency and habitually last into the early morning
hours, e.g. 2:00 to 4:00 a.m. The gatherings frequently
attract hundreds of partygoers, generate loud music and
disruptive—noise -(screaming,-obscene-shouting-and -brawling),— —- -
and unacceptable intoxicated behavior. Characteristically,
party nights make sleeping impossible until the last
partygoers leave the Inn. '

. The Inn inconsistently provides a uniformed Harvard
University police officer as an exterior monitor. It has
been my experience that the monitor ineffectively attempts
to .control. partygoer behavior.- Occasionally, the monitor
has contributed to the disruption through "social"

: interchange with residents and partygoers. The presence of
~-_- the monitor-has not-discouraged—the partygoers -from--throwing——-—-——

glass liquor bottles, drinking glasses and debris on area

sidewalks, streets and private property. o




Cambridge License Commission
November 7, 1990
Second Page

The Inn's Board members have consistently promised to
control their own and their gquests' behavior, and to
minimize the adverse impacts of these "social gatherings" on
the local community. Their efforts and promises toward this
end have been neither effective nor honored.

Therefore, I respectfully request that the Cambrldge
License Commission consider the cancellation, suspension,
revocation or further conditioning of the Lodging House
License of the Lincoln Inn.

Sincerely,

-N. J. Anderson

nja:tjg




TELEPHONE
491-6707

d. A. D. MANAGEMENT INC.

S50 FOLLEN STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138

November 12,1990

Licensing Board
Cambridge, MA

RE: Lincoln's Inn
Gentlemen:
I am the manager of 50 Follen St.. Going back for years,we
have been having problems with the Lincoln's Inn. I feel
that the vast majorities of these problems stem from the
Lincoln's Inn having open parties where unlimited amounts of
alcohol have been served. Ithas become obvious over the
years, no matter what the managers of the Inn do, they can
not contrbl the drunken behaviour of théir guests. This be-

haviour includes destruction 6f property, screaming and yell-

ing late into the night, and illegal parking.

over the coufse o% years, I have had many mee{ings with thé
directors, and these problems have never been satisfactorally
resolved. I have had a meeting with Ken”Mehlman:gpﬁ we have
reached an amicable agreement to resolve the parking problems,

but the'brobiem With'the'unregﬁlated drinkiﬁg pa}tiés have

T R ‘*—-"been*xmre—s-o-lved';'-“'—"“—"'" T T T T T . LT T T T T T

Yours truly,




November 11, 1990

Richard Scali
Executive Director
Licensing Commission
City of Cambridge
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Mr. Scali:

Although I will not able to attend the Lincoln's Inn Society hearing on November
13, I would like to voice my concern over problems arising from the frequent use
of Lincoln's Inn as a party house.

The parties sponsored and hosted by the Inn often draw large ¢rowds of young
pcople. The high level of noise generating from the house is often accompanied
by loud music. This disturbance is made worse by loud guests (often intoxicated)
leaving the Inn or in many cases (particularly in warmer weather), hanging around
the Inn to talk, or walking up and down Follen Street, As I live on-the directly
next to the Inn, the effect is as if there were dozens of people partying right _
in my apartment. -

1 own a condominium at 50 Follen Strect; and I am very concerned about the noisy
reputation of the neighborhood, made worse by growing tensions betwcen Follen
Stroot residents and Inn residents, hurting my ability to rent the unit as well

be respected as such.

Siﬁcérely, - .

as- loweringthe property-s-—value-in.general..

I am scventy years old, Nearly every sccond or third weekend I am denied peace
end rest in my home. This situation is intolerable. I wouldn't expect quiet
in the middle of Harvard Yard; but Follen Street is a cresidential area and should

Thank you.

i} “”"‘(\“%\‘&RQR“QRLQS;:)E:\E’.S{T_;\“—:.—“.'j““ e —




SHEILA G. COOK
34 FOLLEN STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138

34 Follen Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

November |8, 1990
Mr Richard Scali
Eecutive Officer
" Cambridge's Licensing Commission
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Mr. Scali:

I find the current situation of Lincoln's Inn hard to
believe, My uncle, Zechariah Chafee Jr., was a member of
Lincoln's Inn around 1910, His signature is on a poster over
the fireplace. He spent his life fighting for freedom of the
press, was a professor at the Harvard Law School for over
forty years. My cousin, Senator John H. Chafee of Rhode
Island, who was also a member of Lincoln's Inn has spent his
life working for the community.

Yet in the fifteen years I have lived on Follen Street the

members of Lincoln's Inn have done nothing but disrupt the
‘neighborhood with their illegal parking, their loud and late
parties and their trash which spills over the entire

neighborhood. This trash is not only unsightly, but has
encouraged so many rats that they. were . coming up.in my - ; .
toilets. I was forced to spend a small fortune - last year

to install a back flow valve to prevent this invasion. The
"Cambridge Rat Control Consultant™ told me that I was not the

only victim on the street. :

I_have gone out of my way suggesting ways to Lincoln's Inn to

minimize. all these nuisances. But it is clear that the Inn's
members care only for themselves, These are the individuals

who will be responsible for carrying out our .country's laws.

It is a frightening thought.

" This year, hot satisfied with their prospective $707;000: -~ -
annual income, they are renting parking spaces and charging
adm1331ons to what is a defacto speak easy on a street whlch
is part of the 0ld Cambridge Historic District! i

o' . = _.The Follen Street residents have finally united in revolt. ' -
Pooling all their complaints they have produced a record of -
over 30 years of unacceptable behavior on the part of* -~ —— -

. . e —— Lincoln's.Inn. The Inn's _original_lodging variance_vetoed
v ———__the_use._of hard_liquor. .. _ . .




In defense the managers have drawn up a management program
which looks good until one starts examining it in detail.

The three weakest points in my eyes are:

1. The party guest list seems to have no real limit.

2. The fact that the Alumni Board is responsible for control.
These are individuals the age of the members' parents.
Yet are not the twwnties the age when most young adults
want to prove their own reponsobilities. Why do these
lawyers still need such quasi- parental protection?

3. All the suggestions are set up to correct behavior, which
no responsible community member would think of indulging
in to begin with. .

All of the above make one question a real desire to
followthrough by Lincoln's Inn.

I believe in group housing and I believe in student
socializing;and I am not against Clubs per se. But the long
history of being a neighborhood nuisance makes me feel that
the Commission should seriously consider modifying the
License of Lincoln's Inn, particularly in regard to the

“Lincoln's Inn's right to serve liquor.

Sincerely,

Stk G Gk

Sheila G. Cook
Member Steering Committee of Neighborhood Nine




Jill Tonelli
558 Massachusetts .Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

November 12, 1990

Cambridge License Commission

City of Cambridge

831 Massachusetts Avenue, lst Floor
Cambridge, MA 02139

RE: 44 Follen Street
To the Commission:

Unfortunately, I am unable to attend the hearing on Tuesday,
November 13, 1990 at 6 p.m. regarding 44 Follen Street, but I would
like to tell you my experience of the situation.

I have been living at 1558 Massachusetts Avenue for two years.
The indifference of the people at 44 Follen Street to the feelings of
others is truly impressive. Screaming and yelling sometimes start
suddenly at 2:00 in the morning. Door slamming and shouting occur on
week nights and weekends at times around 1, 2 and 3 in the morning,
though Follen Street is a neighborhood with young children and people
who have to wake up early in the morning. It is just not possible to
sleep through this kind of noise going on, and ‘it has definitely
affected the quality of my life. I am constantly awakened late at
night, and usually several times. Often when the noise finally stops,
there are only a few hours left before I have to get up. _

I think the fact that no amount of complaints or requests causes
the slightest change in this behavior, is what makes the situation
feel most unfair and oppressive. I do not feel anyone has the right
to impose his or her lifestyle on anyone else, and the people at 44
Follen Street impose their lifestyle on the neighborhood.

The degree of callousness it takes to continue such behavior after
being informed of the distressing effect it has on others is unique in
a neighborhood of adults. It is upsetting to continually experience
such an overt lack of respect for the feelings of others.

Unfoﬁ:ﬁﬁétely, the only motivation to be more considerate seems
to be superficial and/or strategic: for example, not playing loud

-music a few days before the hearing. The motivation fails to reach

the level of social conscience. Therefore, if something is not done o
at this hearing to cause a change, the behavior at 44 Follen Street . S

__noise and behavior at 44 Follen Street. It is unreasonable, as. it.
T IT T gtandss o S oo T AT A

can probably be expected to be the same, or even worse.

I am hoping something can be done to_impose limitations on.the . . . ...

" Thank you for your attention.




November 5, 1990

We would like to register our complaints against Lincolns Inn on
Follen Street. Their overloaded open dumpsters are not only an
eyesore but also a breeding ground for pests. In addition, on
numerous occasions, their delivery trucks block Follen Street.
Since the street is narrow, it is impossible to pass these trucks
and one must wait until they have completed the deliveries. Last
year, when beverages were being delivered to Lincolns Inn and I had
to return home for an emergency, I requested that the truck either
pull into their driveway or up onto the sidewalk. (UPS always
pulls up onto the sidewalk) A resident of Lincolns Inn marched
out, swore at me and told me that I would be required to wait until
the truck was emptied before they would allow me to pass. They are
inconsiderate, rowdy and a general nuisance to the neighborhood.
BT

ol 77
James: J. Sidd, M.D.
C'/;
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November 13, 1990

Dear Liscencing Board Committee:

I'm writing to complain about the disruption caused by the

members of the Lincoln Street Inn. 1In the past several
XS AWM%%years since I have resided at f4—Fatton—Street,

I've often
been awakened by the drunken behavior of the visitors at the
Inn. At times while walking by at night, there have been
large crowds out in the street and I have felt intimidated.

There have been many times when I have been awakened after

1:00 o'clock in the m6rning by the noise of doors sl

cars reving their motors and especially loud and noisy
voices. Usually I call the Cambridge Police Department but
have found that they normally do not respond. For example,

last Columbus Day I called five or six times and finally the
police arrived after an hour and a half only to tell them to

continued into the early hours of the morning.

amming,

-be—quiet —The police left and the noise and behavior

I've left notes at their door asking them to please keep the

noise down after midnight but with no response,

I Believé“EHéMIhn's liceﬁse-should bé revoked.

- Sincerely,




Jill Tonelli
558 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

November 12, 1990

Cambridge License Commission

City of Cambridge

831 Massachusetts Avenue, lst Floor
Cambridge, MA 02139

RE: 44 Follen Street
To the Commission:

Unfortunately, I am unable to attend the hearing on Tuesday,
November 13, 1990 at 6 p.m. regarding 44 Follen Street, but I would
like to tell you my experience of the situation.

I have been living at 1558 Massachusetts Avenue for two years.
The indifference of the people at 44 Follen Street to the feelings of
others is truly impressive. Screaming and yelling sometimes start
suddenly at 2:00 in the morning. Door slamming and shouting occur on
week nights and weekends at times around 1, 2 and 3 in the morning,
though Follen Street is a neighborhood with young children and people
who have to wake up early in the morning. It is just not possible to
sleep through this kind of noise going on, and it has definitely
affected the quality of my life. I am constantly awakened late at
night, and usually several times. Often when the noise finally stops,
there are only a few hours left before I have to get up. -

I think the fact that no amount of complaints or requests causes
the slightest change in this behavior, is what makes the situation
feel most unfair and oppressive. I do not feel anyone has the right
to impose his or her lifestyle on anyone else, and the people at 44
Follen Street impose their lifestyle on_the_neighborhood.._

The degree of callousness it takes to continue such behavior after
being informed of the distressing effect it has on others is unique in
a neighborhood of adults. It is upsetting to continually experience
such an overt lack of respect for the feelings of others.

Unfortunately, the only motivation to be more considerate seems
to be superficial and/or strategic: for example, not playing loud .
‘music a few days before the hearing. The motivation fails to reach
the level of social conscience. Therefore, if something is not done -

_.at this hearing to cause a_change,_the_behavior.at 44 Follen..Street . .... C e
can probably be expected to be the same, or even worse. ‘

I am hoping something can be done to_impose_limitations.on the. - .. ... _._
noise and behavior at 44 Follen Street. It is unreasonable,_as it . __ _.

T T Y T dkands. - = oz ST T T

" Thank you for your attention. o )

Jill Tonelli




36 Follen Street
Cambridge 02138
November 13, 1990

Richard Scali

Executive Officer

Licensing Commission

City of Cambridge

831 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge 02139

Dear Mr. Scali:

We have owned our home at 36 Follen Street, next door to
the Lincoln’s Inn Society, since 1965. The Society has
quite consistently been a bad neighbor, but the past
decade or more has been especially difficult. The Society
has not had a resident manager during this period. In sum-
mers the building becomes a general lodging house whose
occupants by and large are not in any way affiliated with
Lincoln’s Inn. We have three main complaints:

The Society has not maintained its grounds to the standard
of the neighborhood. In response to the mounting concerns
of abutters and others, the Society hired a landscaping
firm to clean the grounds this fall. That was the first
attertion paid to the appearance of the place in more than
a year. All summer long the building sat in a sea of weeds
interspersed w1th accumulated debris (see attached photog-
raphs). —

In many recent years the Society has not handled the
storage and disposal of its trash and garbage in a health-
ful cr visually acceptable manner. We have had to ask the
dean of students at the Harvard Law School and City health
"officials_to_intervene_because of problems with rats and .

odor. (Trash disposal is not just of recent concern. We
attach a photograph taken in 1970 from the entrance to our
drlveway At that time the Society served members lunches
and cdinners daily. The photograph shows trash at Lincoln’s
Inn stretching, typlcally for those days, from the back
--door to the street. The photograph was published in Har-
vard Magazine as an illustration for an article on pollu-
tion. )

We are sometimes bothered by excessive noise and seeming
_drunkenness late at night when the Society throws large

parties. We doubt that even with the best of intentions, a
_ fraternity house can have large-scale parties decorous
__enough to suit a re31dent1al nelghborhood

~ UFifally, we-want tolsay_ that_over the years we~have :dealt =" =

with many student officers of the Society. They have in
‘ general been conciliatory, ‘but they come-and go and-their - -
promises go with them. Assurances from any group of stu-
dent officers that we will see lasting change in the
Society’s behavior are, therefore, virtually valueless to




us. We have not in the past had any contact with the
Society’s graduate board or been aware of any concern
about these matters on their part.

Yours tguly,

ngne Reed

Christopher Reed
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HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS DEMONSTRATING REPEATED EFFORTS TO RESOLVE

THE PROBLEMS AND THE LACK OF RESPONSE BY LINCOLN'S INN

— S . - ———— - ———— - - O ——— — e ———
-




November 13, 1990

HISTORY OF EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM

Historical Documents Demonstrating Repeated Efforts to Resolve
the Problems and the Lack of Response by Lincoln's Inn

List of Documents

April 29, 1947 Zoning Variance, Case No. 1759, 44 Follen Street.
April 22, 1947 minutes, Public Hearing of the Board of Appeal,
June 6, 1957 letter from Leslie Read, Vice President, NILES, Inc.
Oct. 4, 1957 letter from Leslie Read, V-President, NILES, Inc.
Dec. 4, 1957 letter from Leslie Read, V-President, NILES, Inc.

1975 letter of Bruce Daniels on behalf of 11 Waterhouse Street,
Inc. opposing renewal of permit

Irene Polednak Dygas, September, 1982

1983 letter from Mary Upton, Dean of Students, Harvard Law
School.

April 12, 1988 memo from David Browne to Alice Wolf

April 12, 1988 letter from David Brown to Ken Vermeulin,
Lincoln's Inn

April 26, 1988 memorandum from Marlene Knights, Chief
Investigator, Cambridge Licencing Commission

September, 1989 letter to Lincoln's Inn from Anonymous resident
of 50 Follen Street




‘November 13, 1990
HIGHLIGHTS

EXCERPTS FROM KEY DOCUMENTS

(full statements attached)

HISTORY OF EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM

The Zoning Variance and Licence

April 22, 1947 minutes of Board of Appeals

“"The scholastic demands upon appellant's membership would
prevent large groups of its members from making 24 hour a day use
of the property or from constantly using the property in a noisy
manner, that except at meal hour the use of the property would be
for study purposes...

"The First Church of Christ Scientists, Mr. Richardson
appeared and stated he had no opposition provided no liquor or
beer is served or sold on the premises.”

1947 Case No. 1759, 44 Follen Street, Board of Appeals

"The Board, therefore, finds that the exceptional
circumstances peculiar to this specific case justify a relaxation
of the restrictions imposed by the said Zoning Laws and that the
varying of the application... will not ... injure any person
property.”

AA-History--of-Complaints— - — S -

June 6, 1957 letter from Leslie Reed, Vice-President NILES, INC.

"Ever since your organization obtained a variance of the
Zoning laws to operate an inn at Follen Street, Cambridge, our
tenants in Eliot Manor at 41 Follen Street have complained about
noisy parties and illegal parking...

Each year I have taken the situation up with your
.president... The beer cans and bottles are throw around the

street—and sidewalk—after—each party:s+ The groundsare T

unattended most of the time and frankly this Inn reduces all
values of real estate 1in the 1mmediate neighborhood...

B el + T P — . - ———
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The variance should never have been granted and this is to
inform you that we do not intent to sit idly by and allow the
disgusting commotion from your members and guests to continue
next season.”

October, 4, 1957 from Leslie Read, Vice-President, NILES, INC.

“On June 6, 1957 I wrote to you concerning your noisy
parties held in your Inn until the early morning hours. Now that
the Law School has started again the disgraceful actions and
noise have commenced in the Inn."

December 4, 1957 from Niles Inc to Lincoln's Inn.

"Between midnight and 1:45 a.m. the following actions
occurred...: 1.) A no parking sign with a heavy cement base was
placed on the hood of our superintendent's car... scratching the
paint; 2) empty liquor bottles were broken against the ...Eliot
Manor apartment building; 3) a window was broken at the Inn; 4)
loud talking by departing guests awakened our tenants and
apparently you are unable to cope with the situation."”

1975 Letter from 11 Follen Street, Inc. to the Licencing
Commission

We are objecting to the renewal of the permit for (Lincoln's
Inn Society).. (1) it is im violation of its current permit in
that it has more than four lodgers; (2) it is in violation of
the law in that it serves food to persons not lodgers and charges
a fee therefore, in effect operating a restaurant; (3) it...
interferes with the rights of tenants, ... in that loud noises
during the late evening and early morning hours emanating from

---———————the-premises—s<++-disturb-the-tenants;—and-persons-using the-above —

facilities have parked their vehicles on the property of our
client or in such manner as to prevent access to such parking..."

"On Friday, September 11, (1982) I was awake from 12 to 3:30
A.M. because of your_ loud music and partying.”




[}

1983 letter from Mary D. Upton, Harvard Law School Dean of
Students.

"I have met with this year's Officers of Lincoln's Inn and
they assure me that they will continue to cooperate with us in
keeping the inn quiet and clean.”

197? letter from

“If you insist on disturbing us (this is the third year
you've been a bother to me in as many years as I've lived here) I
will lead a campaign to move your 'Inn of Selfish Happiness' from
Follen Street."”

April 11, 1988 letter to Lincoln's Inn from David Browne

"I1f you use this letter with Harvard, please don't give out
my last name. I suspect I could get some harassment from the
Lincoln's Inn =--calls at 2 a.m. to be buzzed in, for example”

"I am writing (Mr. Ken Vermeulin, Chairman, Lincoln's Inn)
to inform you that if you do not take visible effective action to
reduce or eliminate the disturbances from your upcoming party on
April 16, the opportunity to reach a compromise will have
passed.”

"I led an effort [in 1988] to convince the Inn to stop its
parties. I began with he Harvard Law School Dean's Office; they
claimed that they could no nothing, as the Inn was independent of
Harvard. Thereafter a group of us from 50 Follen met with the
board of the Inn and negotiated some promised changes in their
parties. These promises were broken that very month, as the
parties continued to run large and loud. Outside of one of their
parties the Chairman of the Inn board --drunk at the time-- told
me that the Inn had no intention of trying to keep its promises

to me+ " T T T - — - - -

"1 was a resident of 50 Follen Street from 1982 to 1989.
During that time, I was disturbed by parties at the Inn
innumerable times and made numerous complaints to the board of =
the Inn, the Harvard University Police, the Cambridge Police and
the staff of the Licensing Board --all to no avail.,”

~"In the spring of 1990 1T called from my_.window to a. group of -
four students to please be quiet... A young male yelled back to
me 'We don't have to be quiet, we're Harvard business students.'

— - e - . ———— e e - —.—__..—‘_ ::,____._._._:—.,_.__. —:——-ﬁ e et et e —— - f s e ae e
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Minutes of the Public Hecring ol the Board of Lppezl held on S
Tuesday, April 22, 1947, at 4:00 P.i., in City Ccanecil Chanbders,
City Eall, Ceubridze, Massachusetts, - : : !

The Board of Appeal met on the ebove nentiorned da
preseant, William L. Galvin, Chairwan, Parksz F, &
€

te with all mexhers
. £
alsh, and the Chairman called the foilowing casel

ule and Jzies ¢.

L

Case No,t 1759

‘focation: - 44 Follen Street - Res, A=2 . ;;i;

Petitioner: Douglas Mercer ' . B et

petition: Oceupy premises as a club house,

Violation: Zoning Laws, hrticle 4, Section 3,

: cent of Lincoln's. Ton Sccue.FEL AN

“¥» Douglas

-

sercer, Pres

Leome the Bozux¢ and stated that the appellazy hes eniered v <
purchase and sale agrsemant for the propervy &b «4 Fellexd Svl.uv

. cordivioned unen authorizztion of & verieuce froo the lonirns

/ Ordinance eppiicatle to tne. property, that his agreement eu .Tel -
on %ey 1, 1947, that the Scciety is a nonprofit Kassachusetes
ccrporation, that it has been in existence and loeatec 1T -~ E

Casoricce since 1908, that its purpose is to further the intcrests
of tne Harvard Lzw Schocl by providing & club house in which
£s membership of approximeately 200 Harvard Law School studentc
zay =eet ané be servel meals, that by reason of & noneconforuiiy
Lse at tre time the present zoning ordinence becarc elfectivs
“that thne property is now used zs a éormitory for students, Tale
the property is not well suitec for use other than as a doOYL:il..
ciub nouse or other sizmilar use, that the appellant's use wooll
- be similar to the troperty's present use or any other probati.
use, that the aprellent's finan ial condition is sucn as o<

'''' perﬁit’mainﬁéﬁﬁiﬁg‘tﬁé‘property—infgood~condition, thet the—-—— —— L
sczolzstle dexzids upon appeilent's membership would prevent S
larze groups oi its members from making 24 hour & day use ol tus

T

prcperty or from censtantly using the properiy in 2 roisy remmil,
that except at meal hours  trhe use of the properiy worid be ror

- .. -= study purpcses, -that for 14 years the Soclety owned and occupiec
J5 Garden Stwrect adjecent to the Commarder Hotsl exd the Forst - o
Congrezationel Church -in Camoriége and to appellant's’best’"”*"r*=~wéw
¥nowledge no comzlainis were received as to zppeliancts use.of -
thzt property, that for the pasi 14 months aprellant has been

- . . __unghie to purchzse property in any unzoneld area ciose to the

‘Harvaré Lzw Schacoil, thet as appéllantﬁé'membé?§hiy“tOZprtses—*”~:~f~~—~
zpprozimetcly -/8th-of-total e-=ciimer.c of Earvard Low ScCR00L z
o 3t"i¢ =nm dntegral pert of the ecelemic communiiy ol STOTLCEs:

KT, udﬁéé_fi‘ﬁeinstein;“kttornéY§56f1239¥%%§hiﬁg%eaészzeetgliiiii:<;;;;L

e Boszan,;ap*eared.inhfavchof,the Lincsin's Ina Societr. : -

:' - Ib e ¢ amsmetms = aa mw e
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Case Ko, 1759 D=

e

L=, Saul B, Moffie. 242 Clark Rcad, Brookiine., Treasurer
o 11 Waterhouse, Inc,, owner of 50 Fcllen Strect, anpeared

<p opposition but stated he wouid like
irvesticzte the club
wontt. -

¥r. Verner.Willman of

to heve more time to
ar.é if Dr. Beranick didn‘t cppese he

29 Folien Street appsered objecting to

the 2dditionai traffic congestion which woulé result if the

pstition were granied vut £inally stiated he eapprove

to the petition..
Representing the First Church of Chrie
appeared befcre the Boerd and stated
no_liguor or_beer it

'Cese was taken under advisement,

v

s conditioncily °

£ Scientist, Xr. Richerdson
he has no cpposition provided
served or solc on the premlses,

T pe St §}9
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riotices of the public hear

.+~ A% the 'public ‘hearing held on
the City Council Chambers
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