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IN CITY COUNCIL
May 20, 1991

MAYOR WOLF
VICE MAYOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

The American health care system is at a crossroads and the employer-
based health insurance system that once guaranteed health coverage to
working Americans and their families is collapsing; and

37 million Americans have no health insurance and more than 20 million
of those are full-time workers and their family members; and

40 to 50 million working Americans have such inadequate insurance that
one serious illness means financial ruin; and

Despite spending 11.5% of the nation’s GNP on health care, the U.S.
ranks behind Canada, Japan, Great Britain, Sweden, and West Germany in
infant mortality and life expectancy; and

About 25% of U.S. health expenditures go towards wasteful or
inappropriate medical procedures; and

Health care costs are the number one cause of labor strikes as unions fight
for their members against health benefit take-aways; now therefore be it

That this City Council calls on Congress to enact a comprehensive national
health care reform program that embodies the following principles:

> Universality that ensures that health care is a right for all Americans
> Public Accountability

> Affordability and Accessibility

> Comprehensiveness

> Equitable and Progressive Financing

> Fairness

> Portability

> Cost Containment

> Quality Assurance; and be it further
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RESOLVED: That the Cambridge City Council declares Thursday, June 6, 1991 as
NATIONAL HEALTH CARE ACTION DAY in the city to highlight and
dramatize the need for a solution to America’s health care crisis; and be it
further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably

engrossed copy of this resolution to the Massachusetts Congressional
Delegation on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council May 20, 1991.

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- Q"‘f‘» A~ -

Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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