The continuing tragedy in Central
America increasingly alarms American
‘trade unionists, as it does all who share
a commitment to democratic values
and to peace. '

There is no democracy -in El

- ‘Salvador:—What exists-is—a government - -

.at war with its own people. And that
.war is being supported and financed by
ithe United States. Already, two
‘American trade unionists have lost
'their lives in the conflict, as have three
‘American nuns and a religious lay
‘missionary.

In Nicaragua, the 43-year
-dictatorship of the Somoza family was
ended in 1979. Now efforts to rebuild
that society and make it more

responsive- -to the needs of all its.

citizens are being undermined by the
actions of the U.S. government. Armed
attacks by followers of former dictator
Somoza, financed and directed by the
C.I.A., resulted in the death or
disappearance of 947 Nicaraguans in
1983. And U.S. economic sanctions and
pressure are having a devastating
impact on the standard of living of
Nicaraguan workers and peasants. The
AFL-CIO-supported labor federation in
Nicaragua, the C.U.S., has asked the
American labor movement to oppose
U.S. aggression against Nicaragua.

The Massachusetts Labor
Committee in Support of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Non-Intervention in
Central America was formed to support
self-determination for El Salvador and
Nicaragua, and to urge negotiated

settlements of the conflicts there.
United States military aid and
intervention will not address the.tragic
circumstances of poverty and

underdevelopment that have been .

endemic to Central America for
generations. It can only escalate
tension in the area and place the United
States at the threshold of a broader
conflict. The American people are not
willing~to  sacrifice —
daughters to prop up unpopular despots
or to overthrow established

governments. Nor are they willing to
finance military adventures when
Federal budget cuts are threatening
essential social services. '

For these reasons, and in light of
labor's long-standing commitment to
peace and democracy, the

Massachusetts Labor Committee in
Support of Democracy, Human Rights,
and. Non-Intervention -in  Central
America has been constituted on the
following principles:

El Salvador and Nicaragua, with
negotiated settlements of the
respective conflicts;

2. Opposition to United States and
any other military intervention in
Central America;

3. Affirmation of basic democratic
rights for the people of Central
America:

e the right to free, ({air,
democratic elections;

e the right to work and live
free from fear;

e the right to free thought,
expression and petition;

e the right to organize and
constitute trade unions with
the right to strike.

their “—sons —and -

Support of self-determination for

e ————

-The ‘Massachusetts Labor
Committee in Support of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Non-Intervention in
Central America pledges to join with
other segments of American society,
such as religious, community and human
rights groups, and other people of good
will in helping to further educate the

Amerijcan people about the tragedy in
Central America and in encouraging
efforts to create democratic societies
and promote peace in that region. -

If you share our concerns and agree
with our goals, please join and/or work
with ...

The Massachusetts Labor Committee
in Support of Democracy, Human
Rights, and Non-Intervention
in Central America

23] Norfolk Street, #2
Cambridge, MA 02139
(617) 354-7657
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- of Democracy, Human Rights, and
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Co-Chairg:*

Domenic Bozzotto. Pres.. Local 26, HERE: V.P.,
Mass. AFL-CIO

Ed Clark, Int'l., V.P., ACTWU: V.P., Mass.
AFL-CIO

Nancy Finkelstein, Pres., Mass. Teachers
Assoc. :

Nancy Mills, Exec. Dir., Local 285, SEIU:
V.P., Mass. AFL-CIO o

Secretary:*
Dave Slaney, Pres., USWA 2431
Committee:* (In Formation):

Jack Barry, Pres.,fNMLC, Branch 25

Joseph Bonavita, Exec. Dir., AFSCME Council 93

Jon Brandow, Pres. IUMSWA, Local S

Ed Burke, Pres., IAM 1726; V.P., Mass. AFL-CIO

Frank Ceccaroni, Sub-Regional Dir., UAW; V.P.,
Mass. AFL-CIO

Richard Charette,Pres., UFCW 616

Jack Clement, B.A., IBEW 2321

Dave Cohen, Field Organizer, UE, Dist. 2

Ed Collins, B.A., IBEW 455

Judy Couglin, Chair, TWU 553

Eddie DeMoura, Pres., UE 284

Charles DeRosa, Pres., Operating Engineers 4:
V.P.., Mass. AFL-CIO

Peter diCicco, Pres., IUE, N.E. Regional
Council 2

Carol Doherty, Past Pres., MTA

Kevin Doyle, Area Dir., Dist. 1199

George Embleton, Pres., AFSCME 1526

Tom Evers, Pres., Mass. Building Trades

Tess Ewing, Pres., USWA 8751

Howie Fain, Pres., AFSCME 402

. Bruce Ferin, Pres., IUE 254; V.P., Mass.

AFL-CIO

Bill Foley, Dist. 1 Dir., USWA:
V.P.., Mass. AFL-CIO

Anthony Fonseca, Pres., IUE 206

Bob Forrant, B.A., IUE 206

Ed Galuszka, Sub-Dist. Dir., USWA 1

John Gallery, Pres., USWA 2285

John Ingemi, Pres., AFSCME 1489

Rose Jackson, Pres., SEIU 1475

Kevin Johngon, Pres., USWA 3901

Karen Klopfer, Pres., Daycare Local, Dist.
65/UAW

Marchie LaGrasta, Pres., Greater Brockton
Central Labor Council

Bill Lapierre, Pres., AFSCME 651

Dorine Lavasseur, Pres., SEIU 925

Dave Lima, Textiles Dir., N.E. Joint Bd..
ACTWU V.P., Mass. AFL-CIO

Kevin Mahar, Pres., IUE 201: V.P., Mass.
AFL~CIO

Dorothea Manuela, Exec. Dir., Dist. 40, CESAU

Bob Murphy, Pres., Somerville Teachers Assoc.

Sue Parsons, Pres., B.U. Local, Dist. 65/UAW

Doug Perry, Dist. 2 Dir., UE

Rod Poineau, Pres., UE 277

Nick Roussos, Pres., United Labor Council of
.Greater Fall River

Gulzari Sharma, Pres., USWA 2831

Judy Shindul, Pres.., Mass. Nurses Assoc.

John Templeton, Pres., SEIU 509

Jonathan Tuttle, Pres., AFSCME 1776

Mary Wardwell, Pres., USA/MTA

Celia Wcislo, Pres., SEIU 285

David Webster, Pres., AFSCME 470

Friends of the Committee:*

Fr. Edward Boyle, S.J.., Labor Guild of the

_ Archdiocese )

Douglas Butler, Pres., Greater Boston A.
Philip Randolph Institute

Michael Schippani, Policy Advisor. Exec.
Office of Labor
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Additional Members of the Massachusetts Labor Committee:

Herbert Bardasz, Pres., UFCW 616

Jack Barry, Pres., NALC, Branch 25
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Ed DeMoura, Pres., UE 284
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John Gallery, Pres., USWA 2285
Bill LaPierre, Pres., AFSCME 651
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March 6, 1985

Cambridge City Council
City Hall
795 Mass Avz

Cambridge, “A 02139

Dear Councilamss. .

On behalf of the Massachusetts Labor Committee, I
want to thank you for your action in designating
March 17-24 as Central America Week. President Reagan's
policies of aggression and intervention in Central
America are not only disasterous for the working people
of that region. They are also harmful to the interests
of the working people of Cambridge and of the entire
United States. In registering a protest against the
President's Central America policies, you are truly represent-
ing the interests of your constituents.

I hope taat you will continue to take concrete steps
to promote a3 just peace in Central America. We would
Wwelcome an opportunity to support you and/or work with
you in that effort.

Sincerely,

- A57ow7
i W A
S e ) Gt \>

Dave Slaney, Secretary
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Comm. from Dave Slaney, Sec., Mass. Labor
Committee in Support of Democracy, Human
Rights & Non-Intervention in Central Amer-
ica, expressing the Committee's thanks to
the Council for naming March 17-24, 1985 as
Central America Week.

In City Council,

March 11, 1985
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