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The Ordinance Committee held a public hearing on April 14, 1998, beginning at 6:08

p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber for the purpose of discussing a proposed amendment to the
" Municipal Code to provide for additional enforcement by the Pole and Conduit Commission for

telephones installed without approval of the Pole and Conduit Commission as required by
ordinance. ·

Present at the hearing were Councillor Henrietta Davis, Chair of the Committee,
Councillor Sheila Doyle Russell, Councillor Timothy J. Toomey, Jr., and City Clerk D.
Margaret Drury. Also present were Richard Rossi, Deputy City Manager, George Fernandes,
City Electrician, Lester Barber, Director of Land Use and Planning for the Community
Development Department, Nancy Glowa, First Assistant City Solicitor, Steve White, Deputy
Commissioner of Public Works, and Paul Schlaver, Executive Director of the Cambridge
Consumer Council.

Councillor Davis convened the hearing and explained the purpose. She requested a
description of the issue.

Mr. George Fernandes, City Electrician, described the problem with pay phones that are
! being randomly put up around the city in the public way, without any application to or

permission from the Pole and Conduit Commission.

Councillor Davis stated that some of them also have very obtrusive signs.

Mr. Rossi asked about the issue of them protruding over the public way. Mr. Fernandes
stated that they are required to seek permission from the Pole and Conduit Commission and to
demonstrate public need.

.

Mr. Fernandes stated that these new phones are not owned by Bell Atlantic; they are "
mostly owned by Altech, a Providence, Rhode Island business. The proposed ordinance would
allow the City to remove them after notice.

Mr. Femandes described the Pole and Conduit process which requires that abutters be
notified, and that the petitioners demonstrate a public need for the pay phone in the particular
location.

Councillor Davis then invited public testimony.

Mr. Jack Spellman, stated that he was representing Melatone Vending, 135 Broadway
in Somerville and stated that he represents private telephone companies. He asked what the
proposed amendment would do.
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Attorney Glowa stated that the Pole and Conduit Commission already has jurisdiction
over telephones encroaching over or under the public way. Ms. Glowa said that it has come to
the City Council's attention that there are phones unlawhilly encroaching on the public way.
This amendment provides somewhat stronger enforcement mechanisms. It provides for fines and

removal by the City after notice to the property owner.

Mr. Spelhnan stated that phone companies are strictly regulaM. His company has

several pay phones in Cambridge, mostly inside. It is more lucrative to have telephones outside
and his company does have some.

Councillor Toomey moved that the amendment be referred to the full City Council with
a favorable recommendation. The motion passed without objection.

Councillor Toomey requested that the City Electrician investigate the new pay phones at
Sciarappa and Spring Streets.

Councillor Davis asked Mr. Barber to comment on the signs above the pay phones. Mr.
Barber said that he has not seen these signs. Mr. Fernandes said there are two types. He
believes that they can be regulated by the Pole and Conduit Commission. Mr. Barber stated that

a sign on the building is subject to the Sign Ordinance. If the signs just say "Phone' and are
smaller than six square feet, they may be exempt. As soon as it says "Bell Atlantic' it would
lose its exemption and would be subject to the Sign Ordinance.

Councillor Davis moved that the City Manager be and hereby is requested to investigate

whether the signs for telephones and structures that support the signs can be regulated as to size
P

and height of the structure under existing ordinances or whether additional ordinances are
needed, and to report back to the City council. The motion passed unanimously. It was noted
that there are new pay phones at the following locations:

Indian Restaurant;
Sciarappa Street;

At the comer of Third and Cambridge Streets; and

Opposite the King School.

Central Square Post Office

Mr. Schlaver stated that the phone at the Jessie Chen Chinese restaurant on Pearl StrSet '

got moved just inside the door so it is now on private property.

Councillor Davis stated that outdoor telephones are a nuisance in many situations and she

would like to see the City have some ability to deal with this problem.
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Councillor Davis thanked those present for their attendance.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred

and Ninety-EighE

AN ORDINANCE

In Amendment to the "Municipal Code" of the City of Cambridge.

.
Be it ordained by the Cig Councilo/"the G"ty of Cambnd9e as follows:

' Amend the Cambridge Municipal Code, §13.16.020 (C) by inserting at the end thereof
the following:

Notwithstanding tile foregoing, the City Manager may provide for connection of
the building sewer or storm drain to the City's mains in the public way at the
e?q?ense of the City When the need for a new connection stems From the City's
commitments to sewer and storm drain separation and correction of improperly
connected building sewer and storm drain lines as required by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency, the Massachusetts Department of
Enyironmental Protection, and the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority.

.
The City Manager may limit the City's assumption of costs for correction of
improperly connected building sewer or storm drain lines where the City Manager
determines that the improper conneciion was made negligently, knowingly, or
intentionally by the current or former owner of the property, their agents, or others
acting on their behalf.

Passed to a second reading.,at" the".-City "'Council
.,__ meeting held on May Il, 1998 and on or after

May 25, 1998 the question comes on passing tobC ordained.

ATTEST:- .

D. mrgaret Drury
CIty Council
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred

and Ninety-Seven

AN ORDINANCE

Be it ordained by the Cig Council of" the City of Cambridge as follows:

Amend the Cambridge Municipal Code, §13.16.020 (C) by inserting at the end thereof
.

the following:

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City Manager may provide for connection of
the building sewer or storm drain to the City's mains in the public way at th'e

expense of the City when the need for a new connection stems Hom the City's
commitments to sewer and storm drain separation and correction of improperly
connected building sewer and storm drain lines as required by the United States

Environmental Protection Agency, the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection, and the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority.
The City Manager may limit the City's assumption of costs for correction of
improperly connected building sewer or storm drain lines where the City Manager
determines that the improper conneciion was made negligently, knowingly, or
intentionally by the current or former owner of the property, their agents, or others
acting on their behalf.
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The Ordinance Committee held a public hearing on April 14, 1998, beginning at 6:35
p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber for the purpose of discussing a proposed amendment to the
Municipal Code to enable the City Manager to authorize payment by the City for a new building
sewer or storm drain connection to the City's mains when the need stems from the City's
commitment to sewer and storm drain separation and connection of improperly connected
building and sewer storm drains. The amendment further provides that the City Manager may
limit the City's assumption of costs where the City Manager determines that the improper
connection was made negligently or intentionally.

Present at the hearing were Councillor Henrietta Davis, Chair of the Committee,
Councillor Sheila T. Russell, Councillor Timothy J. Toomey, Jr., and City Clerk D. Margaret
Drury. Als? present were Deputy City Manager Richard Rossi, Commissionerof Public Works
Ralph Dunphy, Deputy Commissioner of Public Works Steve White and First Assistant.City
Solicitor Nancy Glowa.

Councillor Davis convened the hearing and explained the purpose. She requested that

.,
the city staff explain the proposed ordinance. Mr. Rossi described the ordinance.

Councillor Davis asked if the ordinance provides for the City Manager to have any
discretion about whether the City must pay for the new sewer connection. Mr. Rossi stated that
in situations where there was an illegal connection made with negligence or knowledge by"the

party doing the illegal connection, the City Manager could limit the City's assumption of costs.

Attorney Glowa emphasized that where the connection was made intentionally, the City
would be able to charge for the new connection.

Councillor Toomey moved that the amendment be forwarded to the full City Council with
a positive recommendation, and the motion passed without objection.

Councillor Duehay thanked those preser!t for their attendance.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
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A report from Counc '11or Davis 0"/5 Ion April 14, 1%8 f the purpose .

" of discussing a propo,sed amendment
to the Municipal Code to provide
for additional enforcement by
the Pole and Conduit Commission
for telephones installed 'without
approval of the Pole and Conduit
Commission as required by ordinance.
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