CCM-101

ity of Cambridge

13.

IN CITY COUNCIL

November 25, 1991

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR MYERS

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to investigate the problem
mentioned in the attached letter and to report back to the City Council within
two weeks.

In City Council November 25, 1991.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.
Attest:- John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.

John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk
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November 19, 1991

Parkina Clerk

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

P.0. Box 2004

Cambridge, MA 02139-9113

RE: Violation $06877206-0/Wrona Direction Parking
Dear Sir(s) or Madam(s):

T am wciting in response to a parking violation, a copy
of which is enclosed, that I received on Sunday niaht,
November 17, 1991 that I am disputina because I feel I
received the ticket under" very suspicious circumstances which
I will explain in this letter, as follows:

I have lived at 73 Lawn Street in Cambridge for six (6)
years. In the entire time that I have lived there, it has
been common practice for everyone who lives on this street to
park in the wrona direction at one time or another. Since
there are almost no driveways on the street, with the
exception of one or two, there are close to twenty (20) to
twenty-five (25) cars at any aiven time parked on the street.
Of those 25 cars, approximately half are parked in the wrong
direction at any given time of the day or night. I am
assuming this is because we live on a very quiet side street
with little traffic other than local traffic. I have NEVER
and I repeat, NEVER, seen anyone ticketed for this particular
violation. NEVER!! .

| That's the first suspicious factor to this incident.
Secondly, I have NEVER seen or heard of police officers
handina out parking tickets at night in this area. The area
is usually patrolled by Meter Maids during daylight hours.
That's number two. Thirdly, upon findina the ticket stuck to
my passenger side window at 10:55 pm, (30 minutes later), I
walked down the street and around the block and I counted
‘nine (9) cars on my street and an additional six (6) cars
around the block, parked in the wrona direction!! NOT one
singale car had a ticket except mine.

Continued . . .
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So far, what we have here is a one time random police
officer, picking a one time random evening, to give just one
random car a parking ticket. Any other time. a person would
have to think it was just "bad luck®". Not so this tinme. I
know that for sure and I'll explain why.

I work with a woman and have worked with her for
approximately ten {10) vears. She is married to a po .ice
officer in a nearby town. She and her husband do not live
noc work in Cambridge, but as I said her husband does work,
as a police officer, 4n a nearby town. She has bradgdged
openly to us at wock that she will ask friends of her
husband's to "check out® and perhaps ticket people who she
has had disputes with. Well, yes, you gquessed it. She and I
had a very small verbal dispute on Saturday night, November
16, 1991, just one niaght prior to this suspicious, first-time
ticket. There was no physical assault, no personal injury:;
just a small verbal altercation that lasted about two minutes
and surprise, surprise, Sunday night, the VERY next niaght, I
received a ticket under the circumstances I have already
described.

Now, I realize you are probably thinking that I am going
to areat lenaths to get out of paying a parking ticket and I
am. But only because I KNOW, without a doubt, that I was
ticketed ONLY because I had a disaareement with the wrong
person. If I have to pay this ticket, so be it. I have
always been a law abiding citizen with very few tickets of
any kind, which I have paid promptly and I am outraged to
be the victim of these KGB tactics.

If you don't believe my story, and yes, I know I can't
prove it, I hope you will at least have enough morals or
enough faith in the democratic system to pull this officer
~aside and ask why he/she randomly picked Sunday niaht to
randomly ticket one car out of over fifteen (15) cars in the
area when it is not the practise of the Cambridge police, but
rather the daytime Cambridage Meter Maids to perform this
task. If you do not, I will know that such tactics are
condoned by superior .officers, making this a much more traaic
state of affairs than I could ever dream of.

Continued . . .
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What is really scary about all this, is not just that it
reminds me of the horror stories I arew up with about
people in communist countries that speak out and then
disappear forever. The really scary part is that a police
officer who's salary is paid for with MY tax monev, not this
woman's, would allow himself/herself to become in-olved in
-someone else's petty disputes. Now, that's scary:! Reminds
me of when I was in high school or junior high sci.ool!!

I look forward to your response. I place my falterinag
trust in our law enforcement organization in your hands.
. - ) e
Sincerely,

bt Dprache

Millicent D. Gamache
73 Lawn Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

MDG:mg

Enclosure:

CC:Commissioner Tercry Anderson, Jr., Cambridge Police Dept.
Cambridge City Counselors, at larage
Cambridge State Representative, Charles Flaherty
Cambridge State Senator, Michael Barrett

P.S. Thne parking situation is parallel parking on my street
and the cars parked in front of me and behind me were both
parked in the exact same direction that I was. They did NOT
have tickets!
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November 19, 1991

Parkina Clerk

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

P.0. Box 2004

Cambridge, MA 02139-9113

RE: Violation #06877206-0/Wrona Direction Pérking
Dear Sir(s) or Madam(s):

I am writing in response to a parking violation, a copy
of which is enclosed, that I received on Sunday niaght,
November 17, 1991 that I am disputina because I feel I
received the ticket under very suspicious circumstances which
I will explain in this letter, as follows:

I have lived at 73 Lawn Street in Cambridae for six (6)
years. In the entire time that I have lived there, it has
been common practice for everyone who lives on this street to
park in the wrong direction at one time or another. -Since
there are almost no driveways on the street, with the
exception of one or two, there are close to twenty (20) to
twenty-five (25) cars at any given time parked on the street. -
Of those 25 cars, approximately half are parked in the wrong T
direction at any given time of the day or night. I am
assuming this is because we live on a very quiet side street
with little traffic other than local traffic. I have NEVER
and I repeat, NEVER, seen anyone ticketed for this particular
violation. NEVER!!

That's the first suspicious factor to this incident.

- Secondly, I have NEVER seen or heard of police officers

handina out parking tickets at night in this area. The area

is usually patrolled by Meter Maids during dayliaht hours. == . -
That's number two. Thirdly, upon findina the ticket stuck to:

my passender side window at 10:55 pm, (30 minutes later), I

walked down the street and around the block and -I counted.

nine (9) cars on my street and an additional six (6) cars

around the block, parked in the wrong direction!! NOT one

sinagale car had a ticket except mine.
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So far, what we have here is a one time random police
officer, picking a one time random evenina, to give just one
random car a parking ticket. Any other time, a person would
have to think it was just "bad luck”. Not so this time. I
know that for sure and I'll explain why. :

I work with a woman and have worked with her for
approximately ten (10) vears. She is married to a police
officer in a nearby town. She and her husband do not live
nor work in Cambridae, but as I said her husband does work,
as a police officer, in a nearby town. She has bragged
openly to us at work, that she will ask friends of her
husband's to "check out® and perhaps ticket people who she
- has had disputes with. Well, yes, you quessed it. She and I
had a very small verbal dispute on Saturday night, November
16, 1991, just one night prior to this suspicious, first-time
ticket. There was no physical assault, no personal injury:;
just a small verbal altercation that lasted about two minutes
and surprise, surprise, Sunday night, the VERY next night, I
received a ticket under the circumstances I have already
described.

Now, I realize you are probably thinking that I am going
to areat lendaths to get out of paying a parking ticket and I
am. But only because I KNOW, without a doubt, that I was
ticketed ONLY because I had a disaareement with the wrong
person. If I have to pay this ticket, so be it. I have
always been a law abiding citizen with very few tickets of
any kind, which I have paid promptly and I am outraged to
be the victim of these KGB tactics.

If you don't believe my story, and yes, I know I can't
prove it, I hope you will at least have enough morals or
- enough faith in the democratic system to pull this officer
aside and ask why he/she randomly picked Sunday night to
randomly ticket one car out of over fifteen (15) cars in the.
area when it is not the practise.of the Cambridae police, but
rather the daytime Cambridae Meter Maids to perform this
task. If you do not, I will know that such tactics are
condoned by superior officers, making this a much more tradgic
state of affairs than I could ever dream of.

Continued . . .
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What is really scary about all this, is not just that it
reminds me of the horror stories I grew up with about
people in communist countries that speak out and then
disappear forever. The really scary part is that a police
officer who's salary is paid for with MY tax money, not this
woman's, would allow himself/herself to become involved in
-someone else's petty disputes. Now, that's scary!! Reminds
me of when I was in high school of junior high school!!

I look forward to your response. I place my faltering
trust in our law enforcement organization in your hands.

Sincerely,

WDM

Millicent D. Gamache
73 Lawn Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

MDG:mg

Enclosure: '

CC:Commissioner Terry Anderson, Jr., Cambridge Police Dept.
Cambridge City Counselors, at large
Cambridge State Representative, Charles Flaherty
Cambridge State Senator, Michael Barrett

P.S. The parkina situation is parallel parkina on my street
and the cars parked in front of me and behind me were both
parked in the exact same direction that I was. They did NOT
have tickets!



R P R ALY,

Bil

ey ey

A e e e LA :
< -

— CITYOF

~ LEA_MBRID_GE—""
106877206-0 [T [17 [

MA O NH DNY OctOr ONS ot
PLATE COLOR | PLATE Tvpe | (EGI STR AT ON
GE,RD COMM.D'.'_ Q‘ / ' 27

CHEVY ‘

FORD | DODGE [DATAIS| PLYM TOY OTHER MAKE

g|go|o|olalolg]| 925

NEOAM. AM. VEHICLE COLOR A
/{-’:¢ . 'M'..--O : P.M. l\/(:’/ &lU
LOCATION l = METER NO.
7% Ldwn S |-

IR

| COMMENTS
:DA1 Meter Zones 1and 2 $10 DE1 No Stopping $15
D B2 Overtime $10 D E2 Bus Stop $15

‘Oae Not in Meter Space  $10 O e3 pouble Stopping $15
.DB7 Over 1 ft. from Curb $10 D E4 Within Intersection $15

D B8 Snow Emerg. Local St.$10 D ES Bus Stopping other than
j : $15) Bus Stop . $15
DEG Safety Zone/Island ~ $15

$15|87 €9 Residerit Permit Only $15

5 Wrong Direction

Ocs $15 Oe&10 snow Emerg. )
Oo1no Standing Area $15| Main St. $15
Oop2 Driveway, Alley - |0ern Hydrant within 10 ft. $25
Obstructed $15|[J £12 Crosswalk $15
a P? W“hif' 20 ft. of 15 Oe13 sidewak $15
niersection *I0 G1 HP/DV Parking Only  $50
O D4 Less than 10 ft. from O .
G2 Handicap Ramp $50
Lane $15 0O
(Jos Taxi stand 15| E14Other
O o7 street Cleaning/Snow $15
Removal $15

e iy e e e e et i et e i e s L s e mommea am

Place check or money order, payable to the Parking Clerk, City of Cambridge, in this
_envelope and mail within 21 days. Or an authorized person may bring this ticket and pay-

ment to Parking Violation Bureau; 57 Inman Street, Cambridge, MA between 9:00 AM-4:00

PM. if payment is made after 21 days, this fine Is increased. :

PLEASE PEEL OFF TAPE AND FOLD FLAP TO SEAL ENVELOPE.
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November 25,1 991

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

%?,cw

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to investigate the problem
mentioned in the attached letter and to report back to the City Council within two
weeks.

iy Catinen ML 21081+
Adoptad by the affiriwative vate
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Consent Order # 13 ;Z,Lélg//

Councillor Dueha¥§;2?t$§¢k%ﬁ§ violations
for wrong direction parking on Lawn.
Street. -

In City Council,
November 25, 1991

(rtew adagted





