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In City Council March 23, 1998.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

ATTEST:-

A true copy; 9 % .
7

D. Margaret Drury



CCM-101

ity nof Camhridge

Consent Comm. #10

IN CITY COUNCIL
March 23, 1998 .

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Law Department

to respond in writing to the questions raised in Consent Communication
numbers 10, 12, 16 and 17 of March 23, 1998.

In City Council March 23, 1998.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy; | )@ )y)wiw K),WZ7

ATTEST:-
.. D. Margaret Drury .
City Clerk
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Consent Comm. #10

IN CITY COUNCIL
March 23, 1998 .

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Law Department

to respond in writing to the questions raised in Consent Communication
numbers 10, 12, 16 and 17 of March 23, 1998.

In City Council March 23, 1998.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk. -~~~

A true copy; | )@ )HW K),WZ

ATTEST:-
- . D. Margaret Drury , .
City Clerk
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Consent Comm. #10

IN CITY COUNCIL
Marach 23, 1998

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct Donald Drisdell,
Deputy City Solicitor, to respond in writing to points outlined in Stash Horowitz
and Steve Kaiser’s March 23, 1998 letter.

In City Council March 23, 1998.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk

A true copy;

ATTEST:-
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Minutes of Meeting with Cambridgeport Neighborhood Initiative
March 9, 1998

Present:

Members of the Cambridgeport Neighborhood Initiative:
Elizabeth Glaser - CNI Co-Chair

Daphne Abeel - CNI Co-Chair

Maureen Van Stry - CNI Co-Chair

Elie Yarden - CNI Co-Chair

Stash Horowitz - CNI Co-Chair

Representatives from the Cambridge Department of Public Health:

Harold Cox - Chief Public Health Officer

Sam Lipson - Environmental Toxicologist

Jeff Walker - Administrative Assistant

Dr Ellen Kramer, ScD - Epidemiologist (Director of Health Information Unit)
Dr Rose Goldman, MD - Occupational Medicine Dept. (Cambridge Hospital)
Dr Melvin Chalfen, MD - Office of the Commissioner of Health and Hospitals

Non-affiliated attendees:
Dr David Ozonoff, MD - BU School of Public Health

Purpose of the meeting is to review site history and data presented by
Cambridgeport Neighborhood Initiative and to respond to their request for
assistance from the Cambridge Department of Public Health in resolving their
concerns over development at the former Polaroid site.

CNI Co-Chair Elizabeth Glaser commented that had concerns about future
threats the site might pose after excavation and construction. She saidthat .
there was a real need to know what is on the site and to pursue concerns from
there.

CNI Co-Chair Stash Horowitz presented a brief history of Cambridgeport
Neighborhood Initiative and described the findings of the last 10 months that this
group has been researching the Polaroid site. He expressed specific concern
that Polaroid has not been cooperative about testing the site for metals and
commented that several prospective purchasers of the site backed away in the
early 1990s. Mr Horowitz speculated that problems with metal contamination of
the fill at a nearby site might reflect problems with the fill at the Polaroid site. An"*
Activities and Use Limitation (AUL) finding was made for that other site due to
high levels of lead (Pb) in the soil. He also expressed his belief that Polaroid is
already committed to further construction on the site, including residential
housing along Pleasant Street, though no permits have been issued yet.
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Finally, Mr Horowitz recounted the events leading to the Cambridge City Council
Order #101, wherein one councilor, responding to some undetermined source,
attached a request for the Cambridge Department of Public Health to investigate
links between health concerns in the neighborhood and activities on the site.

Elie Yarden also gave a brief history of the site and former manufacturing and
commercial activities on the site. The details were in agreement with the
information provided in the site assessment written by GZA on behalf of Polaroid
(1994), except for reference to possible asbestos-containing equipment
employed by Dover Stamping and some concerns over the fate of some storage
tanks on that part of the site.

Dr Goldman discussed the difficulties of performing health evaluations of
abutters due to the lack of information about the presence of hazardous agents,
the lack of information or presence of a trend in illness or bad health symptoms
due to exposure, and the process of surveying a group of people without more
focus or without a control group. Dr Ozonoff concurred.

Dr Goldman encouraged the Cambridgeport Neighborhood Initiative to focus
their efforts toward further testing prior to the development of this site. Testing
for metals, air quality, and the presence of asbestos which may become airborne
are recommended. A proper evaluation of health risks posed by metals or other
chemical hazards must consider the route of exposure to abutters and workers.
Exposure pathways cannot be assessed unless there is chemical data available.
Threats which may effect future tenants of the site should also be considered.

CNI Co-Chair Daphne Abeel noted that Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection and Massachusetts Water Resources Authority have
the power to audit or review sites suspected of containing hazardous material.

Mr Horowitz has asked the Cambridge Department é)f Public Healtﬁ‘;ﬁetermine
its jurisdiction on this matter. They asked whether it,in the authority of this
Department to mandate that testing should be done at this site. After some
discussion it was not clear that the local board of health (or department of public
health) have the authority to demand testing on a site. Dr Ozonoff remembered
that “150B Site Assignment” (Ch 111; section 150B MGLA) once gave local
authorities power over the approval of certain hazardous sites. Harold Cox
agreed to look into that authority. Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection is not yet requiring testing at this site.

Mr Horowitz said that he would be examining occupational health records from
Dover Stamping (begun in the 1930s until the plant was closed) and BB
Chemical.
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Elizabeth Glaser asked whether it was possible to impose air quality monitoring
during construction and excavation if no testing had been mandated to
demonstrate the need for such monitoring. She expressed concern that a failure
to mandate further testing would prevent any future air quality monitoring.

Harold Cox summarized the outcome of the meeting:

1) Health interviews with Dr Goldman for those with specific concerns

2) Further examination of the role that Cambridge Department of Public Health
might play in securing an agreement by the owners to test for metals.

3) Cambridge Department of Public Health agrees that further characterization
of the suspect areas of the site for metals (and possibly asbestos) is
warranted.

Dr Ozonoff commented that this site, despite its unusually close proximity to
dense residential areas, will probably not end up causing any health problems.
He pointed out that health concerns should include exposure by workers on the
site as well. But, he continued, the residents deserve to have the site
characterized and should not have to rely on his guesses in this matter.

Harold Cox and Dr Ozonoff agreed to supply a letter to the Cambridgeport
Neighborhood Initiative supporting their request to Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection for metals testing to be done at the Polaroid site prior
to any further development. (The metals to be tested for have yet to be
specified)
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To: Margaret Drury
City Clerk

147 Hampshire Street From: Ann Daughaday ﬂb
Cambridge . .
Massachusetts 02139 City Engiveer
617 -349-4800 .
DD 617-345-4805 Date: February 25, 1998

Re: 784 Memorial Drive Curb Cut

Due to issues that have arisen regarding the above mentioned application,
please take this as notice that my signature on the curb cut application is
void. Until such time that the issues are resolved Public Works
Department will not approve the application.

If you should have any questions, please feel free to call me at ext. 4829.

Thank you

c. Ralph E. Dunphy
Commissioner

AN e

02-25-98 12:57 RECEIVED FROM: P.082
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APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY CUTS AND OPENINGS

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

PART II: INSPECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

M Application approved D Application denied
Reagon:
Signature: [\’\W ' Date: 2. ,q / q &
o Vv
e N Seims] o3 zewe

PART III: TRAFFIC AND PARKING DEPARTMENT

*ii"‘?"gApplication approved D Application denied

Reason:

o

Signature: <,
2

Tie  Pepr 7 arrrie D2,

Date: 2//7/39{

PART IV: HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Bs/Application approved D Application denied

Reason:
Signature: aM glx

Date: ;. q' %

Title: E xD C“t,

PART V: PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

@/ o * [ Avoticad .
Application approved Application denied

”{-Reasom-

Signature: ’\'77&“" v’)\£77‘}’"‘"3 o 9\* 3'\'/&-\)\'

Tide: . O(mw) m ik
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Spauldmg&Slye Colliers International Lem 125 CambridgePark Drive
eR N RSN Cambiidge, MA 02140231
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March 11, 1998

D. Margaret Drury

City Clerk

City of Cambridge

795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

RE: 784 Memorial Drive
Application for Driveway Cuts and Openings

Dear Ms. Drury:

In accordance with the requirements of the Application for Driveway Cuts and Openings, 784
Memorial Drive L.L.C. is in the process of notifying all abuttors and obtaining signatures. There
have been three mailings to date, as follows:

* February 13, 1998: Notice went out to approximately 31 residents, certified mail.

* March 4, 1998: Notice went out to approximately 12 property owners, certified mail (as
identified through the City of Cambridge Assessor’s records); of these 12, some were missed
in the first mailing, and some are owners who live elsewhere.

* March 9, 1998: Notice went out to approximately 15 property owners, regular mail, who
had been sent the first mailing on February 13 and had not yet responded.

Some of the mailings were returned (eg. attempted - not known, etc.) resulting in a total of
approximately 35 successful mailings. To date, eleven (11) responses have been received. These
11 are enclosed for your review and use. We will forward additional responses when they are
received. Please feel free to call if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

Hilary
Spaulding & Slye
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Consent Communication #10 :;iz2§§:

Communciation was Teceived

from Stash Horowitz, Cambrideport
Neighborhood Initiative (CNA)
Co—chair, transmitting comments
and concerns about responses to
CityCouncillor's questions

that contain factual errors,
omissions or are incomplete, at
meeting of MArch 16, 1998.

In CityCouncil March 23, 1998

[ORDER ADOPTED





