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IN C:TY COUNCIL
May 3 1993

COUNCILLOR WOLF
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

W-EREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Amnesty International has sznt 0.t zn urgent action appeal c:ting ccncems about
the safety of Delio Vargas, presidznt of a human rights group and a political
activist ir Colombia; ard

Delio Vargas was seen ta be forcib’y de:ained and has disappeared leacing to
concern that he will be anather victim of a politically motiveted killing; and

It is the hope of the Cambridge Ci:y Counci- that Delio Vargas, along witl all
other trying to protect -he human rights of cizizens of tazir country, will have
safety in their importen' and humare work; rcw therefoie be it

That the Cambridge Ci:y Council :mplores officials in Col.mbia 15 assure ths
safety of Delio Vargas; anc be it firter

That the City Clerk bz and hereoy is requested to forwa-d a suitably er.g-ossed
copy of this resolution tc Gcvernor Omar Armando baque-o o~ Meta Depar-ment,
Columbia, other officials in Colomtia ard to the locel Amrnesty Intemeticnal
office.

In City Council May 3, 1603,
Adopted by t1e effirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Marzaret “nury, Cizy Cerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- k9. Mwﬁw ’&“”“’8

D. Ma-garet Drury
City "lerk
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UA 124793 Fea-r cf "disappearance" <2 April 1993
COLOMBIA: Delio VARGAS, agad 28, presi.dent of human rights group

Amnestv International is concerned for ~he safety of Delic Vargas, who
has no- Heen seen sinze he was taken forceZu.ly from a stre2t in
Villaviczncio, capital cf Meta department, on 19 April 19G3.

According to the information received, Delio Varcas and his wife
arrived at their home ir the Vil.avicencio suburk "Barr:c 20 de Julio™
at approxirately 6 pm or 19 Apri’. ard were ambusted by five heav.ly-
armed men in civilian dress, wno forced Delio Vargas into a vehicle.
Accordiny to eye-witnesees, Delio Vargas attempted to escapz from his
captors, bit fell as ne ran ani was forced back into the veaicle and
driven t> an unknown Jdestination. His abduction ras beer delounced to
the Procaretor General’s office, Prccuraduria Gereral.

Delio Jarges is presidert of the rec.onal >fZice of ASCCDAS,
Associaciér Colombiana ce Asistenciz Social, Colcmbian rssoziation for
Social Assistance, an orcanization workling with people from the

. departmeat of Meta who rave been displaced from their hcmes and-land by
- politi-al violence. Delic Vargas has be=2n. involved 'ir the organization

" of a foram entitled "Peeceful Alzerratives in Meta-department", due to
' take placze in Villavicercio on 23 Apzil 1933, with tke &e.m of bringing

'f~togethar:all-sectorS"of the  commanitv, - includinc local enc national

authorities to c¢iscuss peaceful soluzioas to the violence of the
region. Delio Vergas is zlsc.a member of tne lecezl oppositicn pacty

* Unién- Patriétice, (UP), Patrioctiz Union. Tae UP claims thet sinc= ‘its
. creation in 1985 more then 1,500 of its menb2rs have been the vizctims
- of ‘politiczlly motivated killings. e

" BACKGROUND- INFOEMATION - = .

“.villavicencio is the capital-cf Meta department.- Amnesty International
_ has received an increasing rurber of reports in recert nonths of human
rights violations against memkers of the civilian populaz=:on of “eta by

- Colombian zrmed forces and paramilitary groups vorkirg under their
~control or with their acquiesence,  violations including arkitrary
arrest,. torture, "disappearance" and extrajudicial execu:z.cn. This
. coincides with an escalating cffens:ve by the Colombian armed forces
against the armed oppositior group Faierzas Armaaas Revo..acionarias de
Colombia (FARC), Revclutionary Armed Forces of Colombia. -n the region.
In areas where guerrilla forces are active, the _ocal population’is '
often perceived by the armec¢ forces as potential gquerri.la
collaborators and has, as a result, been subjected to aro.trary arrest,
torture, "disappearance®" anc extrajulicial execuzion. Parzicular .
victims have been commun-ty leaders. human rights workers and members
of opposit:cn parties. .

RECOMMENDED ACT-ON: Please serd telejrams/telexes/faxes/eXLress and

- airmail letters '

- expressing concern for the safety of Delic Vargas, who has not been
seen since 19 April 1993 when he was abducted bv heavily armed men in
Villavicencio;

- urging an immediate and thorough inquiry into 1is whereakbouts:

- urging that iZ he is .n detention, trat he be aumanely -reated and
allowed access <o lawyers and relatives;

- urging that iZ in cetention, that he be crargel wizh a recognizable
‘criminal o=fence or released imrediately.




’”f(Fa>eé. 0I1 57 1 284 0472)

APPEALS TO ' [Salutaticn’

1) sove of Mata depart £: IS G=bernad ' D s p -
Sefcr Oma>r Aramandd 3aguero :

Gobernado- del Departamentco del Meza

Gobernacién del Meta

Carresra 33 N3. 38-35

Villavicenzio ™

Meta, Colombia

(Telegrams: Gobernaior Baquero, Y. llavicencio, HMeta, Ccloaoic)

2) Procurator Genperal: [3I, P—acuracor d= la Nazién f [Cear LI, Arrizta]
Dr. carlos Gustavo Arrie:ta Fadil:a

Procurador General de la Nacioén

Procuraduria General

Edificio Banco Ganadero

Carrera 5, Nc. 1E5-80

Santa Fe de Eogot4, Colombie

(Telegrams: Frocurador General Ar-ieta, Bogotd, Colombia)

(Faxes: 011 €7 1 284 0472)

: £ dc 0= Trivido / Dear Dr. Tr.viio]l
Dr. Jaime Cérdobe Trivino -

.Defensor cel Puelblc

Defensoria del Pieblo
Calle 34,.Carrere 5
santa Fe ce Bogotd, Colombia

j,._('relegramc pefensor del Pueblo T:1VLno, dDefensor-a del Fieblo, Bogota,

- .Colombia)"

‘ 4\ Attorrev General?ﬂ" ~  fist'ﬁafo bf ”&é“Greiff'YIDearADrj d2 Greiff]

Dr. Gustavo de Grelff

- Fiscal General
~..Fiscalia General ™~

-Apartado -Aéreoc 298%Z5
- Santafé ce Bogota

.-~ Colombia.: s

(Telegrans' Fiscal Ge1eral Fiscalla Gereral, Bogota Co]ch;da)

"1(Faxes. c-1 57 1. 287 J939)

. COP-ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO'

1) Pre51cent of Colomdia
Sefior Presidente Cesar Gavxrla Truijillo

. Presidente de la Repuplxca
* palacio ¢e Narifno’
santa Fe de Bogotd, Cdblombia

(Faxes: C.1 57 1 286 7324, 211 £7 1 2867 7937)

2) Human Rights and Educatioral Crganization:
Senores

CINEP-

AA'25916

San-a Fe de 3cgo:-4d. Colombia

- Ambassado- Jaime Garcia-Parra
Embassy o: Colomdia
.. 2113 Leroy Pi. NA

Washington-DZ 20203

Please send appeals immediately. CheZ X with th2 Colorado
office berween 9:0) am and 6:00 pa, Mountain Time, weekedays

only, if seniing appeals after June 3, £993.
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UA 124/93 Fear of "disappearance" 22 April 1993
COLOMBIA: Delio VARGAS, aged 28, president of human rights group

Amnesty International is concerned for the safety of Delio Vargas, who
has not been seen since he was taken forcefully fror a street in
Villavicencio, capital of Meta department, on 19 April 1993.

According to the information receivad, Delio Vargas and his wife
arrived at the.r hore in the Villawvicencio suburb 'Barrio 20 de Julio"
at approximately 6 pm on 19 April an¢ were ambushed by five heavily-
armed men in civilian dress, who forced Delio Vargas into a vehicle.
According to eve-witnesses, Delio Vargas atktempted to escapz from his
captors, bit fell as he ran and was forced back into th2 vsnicle and
driven to an unknown destination. His abduction has been d=10unced to
the Procurestor General’s office, Procuraduria General.

Delio Vargas is president of the regional oEfice of ASCDDAS,

. Associacior Colombiana ce Asistencia Social, Colombian Ass>ziation for
Social Assistance, an organization wcrking with people Erom the

- department of. Meta who rave been disrlaced Erom their homes and land by

- political violence. Delio Vargas hzs been iavolved in tae organization

-~ of a forum entitled "Pezceful Alternatives in Meta depa—tm=1t" due to
take place in Villavicercio on 23 2Zpril 1993, with the aim 9f bringing
together all sectors of the communi<y, incliading local and 1ational
authorities to discuss peaceful solutions t> the violence >% the
region. Delio Vargas is also a member of th2 legal oppoaxtlon party
Unién Patrlétlca, (UP), Patriotic Union. Th2 UP claims thaz since ‘its
creation- in 19¢5 more tkan 1,500 of its membders have been Tae. v1ct1ms
of polltlcally motivatec klllln;S.

BACKGROUHD INFCRMATIDN -
Villavicencio is the capltal of Meta department Amnesty Internaticnal
has received ar increasing numb2r cf reports in recent mon:ths of human
rights. violaticns against members cf the civilian poaulatlon of Meta by
Colombian arme¢ forces and paramilitary groups workiag unde:- their
control or witk their acquiesence, violations including arbitrary
arrest,. torture, "disappearance" ard extrajudicial execution. This
c01nc1des with an escalating offens-ve by the Colombian armed forces
against the arwed opposition group Fuerzas armadas Ravo_uc.onarias de
Colombia (FARC), Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colomdia. in the region.
In areas where guerrilla forces are active, the local popu_ation is
often perceived by the armed forces as potential guerri’la
collaborators and has, as a result, been subjected to arbirrary arrest,
torture, "disappearance" and extrajudicial execution. Part_cular
victims havs been community leaders, human rights workers and members

" of opp081t13n parties.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: ?lease send telegrams/telexes/faxes,/express and
airmail letters: - ~

- expressing concern for the saZety of Delio Vargas, who has not been
seen since 19 April 1993 when he was abducted by heavily armed men in
Villavicencio;

- urging an immediate and thorough inquiry -nto ‘his whereabouts;

- urging that if he is in detenzion, that he be humanely treated and
allowed accass to lawyers and relatives;

-.urging that if in detention, =hat he be charged with a recognizable
criminal offence or r-eleased immediztely.




APPEALS TO ] [Szlutation]

1) Governar of Meta department: [Sr. Gobernacor / Dear Sehor Bajuero]
Sefior’ Omar armando Baquero

Gobernador del Departanent> del Me:a

Gobernaciéa del Meta

Carrera 33 No. 38-45

Villavicenzio >

Meta, Colombia

(Telegrans: Gobernador Baquer>, vil_avicencic Msta, Zolombia)

2) Procurator General: [SI. Procurador de la Nacion / Dear Dr. Arrietal
Dr. Carlos sustavo Arr_eta Padilla

Procurador General de _a Nacidn

Procuraduria General

Edificio Baaco Ganadero

Carrera 5, No. 15-80

Santa Fe de Bogoti, Colomktia

(Telegrams: Procurador Gereral Arri2=a, Bogotd, Colombia)

(Faxes: 011 57 1 284 0172)

sple: [Estigpais Dr Trivifio / Dear Dr. Trivifol

Dr. Jaime Cérdoba Trivino -~
pDefensor c¢el Pueblo T

Defensoria del Pueblo

Calle 34, . Carrera 5 o

Santa Fe ce Bogotd, Colombia :

_(Telegrams: Defensor del Pueklo Trivino, Defenscria cel Pueblo, Bogota,
. .. .. _Colombia) o - .
(Faxes: 011l 57 1 284 0472;

Dr. Gustavc de Greiff
Fiscal General

‘Fiscalia General

Apartado Aéreo 29855
santafé de Bogota
Colombia L _ , _
(Telegrams: Fiscal Genera_, Fisca-ia General, Bogotd, Colombia)
" (Faxes: 011 57 1 287 0939} S

COPIES OF YOUR AFPPEALS TO:
" 1) Presidert of Colomkia: '
Sefior Presidente César Gaviria Trulillo
_ Presidente de la Republica
Palacio de Narinc’ o
Ssanta Fe de Bogotd, Coclombia
(Faxes: 0.1 57 1 286 7324, 011 57 1 287 7937)

-2) Human Rights end Educazional Oxcanization:
Senores -
CINEP:

. AA 25916
Santa Fe de Bogotd, Colombdia

- Ambassador Jaime Garcia-Parra
Embassy of Colombia : _

. 2118 Leroy Pl. NW . -
Washingtoa DC 20008

. Pplease send appeals inmediatzly. Check with the Colorado
 office between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm. Mountain Time, weekedays
only, if sending appeals aftsr June 3, 1993.
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IN CITY COUNCIL
May 3, 1393

COUNCILLOR WOLF

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Amnesty International has s=nt ou: an urgent a:tion appeal c:ting conc2r13 about
the safetv of Delio Vargas, president of a humran rights group and a political
activist in Colombia; and

Lelio Vargas was seen ta be forcib.y detained and has disappeerad leading to
concem that he will be another v-ctim of a po.it-cally rotiveted H ling; end

It is the hope of the Cambridze City Council that Delio Va-gas, glong with all
ocher rying to protect the human rigats of citizens of taeir cournt-y wil have
safety in their importent axd Fumane ‘work; now therefare be it

That tae Cambridge City Council implores officials :n Columbiz to assure the
safety of Delio Vargas; anc be it fur:her

That tae City Clerk b= and hereby is requested -0 forward a suitatly ergrossed
copy cf this resolution to Gcverno- Ox.ar Armando baque:o of Meta Department,
Columbia, other officials i1 Colomtia and tc the locel Amnesty Intzraational
o-fice.




. / CONSENT ORDER #14 SZ//
\»\ »‘ R
“:\‘\i\}\l‘v R -

\

Councillor Wolf re: Assurance of the safety
of Delio Vargas.

In City Council,
May 3, 1993

(e (et






