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IN C:TY COUNCIL
'

May 3 1993

COUNCILLOR WOLF
COUNCILLOR DUEH4Y

\NF1EREAS: Amnesty International has smt ojt ai urgait action apped citing cc·ncems about
the safety of Delio Vargas, presickrd of a Luman rights group and a pditical
aMivist ir. Colombia; ard

'

W3EREAS: Delio Vargas was seen to be forcilij' de:ained and has disappeared leacing to
cjncem that he will be an·Xher -jictim of 21 po itically inotivUed killing; and

WHEREAS: I1 is the hope of the Cambridge Ci:y Comci that Delio Va."gas, along witt all
other trying to protect "he human rights of ciizens of tj3ir country, will have
safety in their importur anl humar.e work; ECjW therefo]€ be it

,

RESOLVED: That the Cambridge Ci:y Council :mp1ores officials in Coh-mbia 1·) asaure tlm
safety of Delio Vargas; arE be it fi.rl.er

RESOLVE3: That the City Clerk 1)2 ind hereqy is :equ'ested to foma_"d a suitaHy er-g:ossed

, copy of this resolution tc Gcvemx Owar Armmdobaque:o O! Meta3eparment,
Columbia, other officials in Cdomtii ard K) the locd Amnesty lntemtticnal
office.

In City Coun:il May 3, 1893.

Adopted by tie dftrmati",ie vote of nine memt€rs.
( Attest:- D. M:argAret 7'nry, Ci:y C_erk.

A true copy;
'

ATTEST:- K9. >'~3" K9"3
H'

D. :qa:earet 3ruy
City -Ilerk
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UA 124'93 Fea: cf "disappearance" F2 .xpril 1993
COU)KB1A: tjelio VARGAS, agmd 28, µ"es:.dent of human.riqhts group

Amnesty [nternational is concesned for the safety of DelZc ".Targas, who

has noz 3eczn seen sime he was takeR fomceTu_ly from a stre?t in
Villavicmcio, capital cf Meta department, on 19 April lS'S3.

Accc)rdlng to the information received, Delio Var'Cas and his wife
arrived at their home ir the ViKavicencio suburt "Barr:o 20 de julio"
at app7oKiltately 6 pm or 19 Apri: ard were aznbusted m' fZve heav:.ly-armed "ne"i in civilian dress,

w:

io forced Deiio Vargas into a vehicle.
Accordin3 to eye-witnesEEs, Delio Vargas

a:

tempt,ed to escap2 frori his
caµtc)rb, bt.t fell as

:

je ran and vas forced back into the ve-"jicie and

driven tj en unknown destinati:m. His abduction ras beer Ge"iounced to
the Pr¢jcjretor Genera1°s office, PrccuraduMa GereraL.

Oelio "jarges is presilert of the reC:.onal MSice of ASCC'DAS,

Associzci0r_ Colombianq Ce Asistencie Social, Colc·mtiian EssoMLation for
social Assistance, an orCanization rorkLng with people from the

..
department of Meta whm Lave been displa-:ed fmm their hemes and-Land by

_-':

"": "·'··-'·politi:al violence. Delic· Vargas has bem. in"jc)liied"ik the organization
of a

f:

jrjm entitled""PeEceful Alzerr.atLies 1"1 Meta"deparr.ment", due to
take plame in Villavicer.cio on 23 Apm 1933, with tke mm 3f bringing

-""".togeth2r-"all sectors"Df the"c=m"jnit:v",-inclulinC local &nc national
authorities to c.iscuss peaceful 501L=io7s to the violence of the
region. Delio vergas is alsc a m2mbe7 OE

t:

ie leCµl oFpositiDn"paxty
"

' Unic5n"PatriOtice, (UP), Patricrti3 Union.
T:

ie UP claiks tmt sinc2 its "

creati:m in 1985 more thcn 1,500 of its menb2rs have been the'vi·:tims
of politicelly,motivateC killings.

"

-

"""" BACKGRJUND-INFOP.MATIW "
" '

"'."- """ -Villavicencio is the capital"cf Meta department.-AmnEsty
:

nternational
"

has re3eived an increasing ruxber of reports in recert nonths of human

rights vio:ations against members of the civilian popula:zcm of deta by

"'..
:

coloiubian &rlned forces and Faramilitqry gt»ups vorkir-g under their
,contro1

:

jr with their acquiesence, "iolatiDns including wLitrary
arresr,.torture, "disappearance" and extrajudicial execut:m. This
coinciies vith an escalatinj; cffens:ve by the co:ombian

'against the armed oppositior Croup F.ierzas Armacias Revo:Acionarias de

Colombia (FARC), RevolutZonary Armed Forc= of Colombia. :

.n the region.
In areqs where guerrilla forces are active, the

:

ocal'po3ulation"is
often perceived by the armeC forces as potential guerrLja
collaborators and has, as a rEsult,

:

jem sutjected to
a:

:mtrary arrest,
torture, "disappearance" ant extrajulicial execu:ion. Par:icular-
victims ha'"e been commun:ty Kaders- hrman rights worke=5 and members

of opposit:on pElrties.
REcxmqE1U)ED'AcT:oN: Please serd telejra=s/telexes/faxes.'!2xEress and

' airmail letters
' - expressing concern for the safety

:

jf Delic vargas, who hzs not been

seen sirme 19 April 1993 when he was abducted by heawil"{ arned men in
, Villavicencio;

, - urging an immediatE and thorough inquirj, into -Us vhe:"ezbouts;
"

- urging that
i:

F he is
:

.n detention, ttat hE be 7umanel,/'
:

reated and
: allowed access zo lawyers and relatives;

- urging that it: in Cetention, that he be crargel wi:

ti * recognizable
'criminal oZfence or released imxedimtely.



APPEALS TO
" [Sa]utaticn:

i ) 3c)v€:

rn"jr M M.?ta q'FTmrtme!nt' [Sm Gmr'frnr|dnr / mmr "c"N'r FrlqtTe"c)]

Seiicr Omar
Ar:

tland3 3aquero
Gobernador del Departamento del lqe=
GobernaciOn del Met3
Carrera 3 3

N:

j.
38-:

5villavice:mio """r.

Meta., Colombia
(Telegram : Gobernalor BaquEro,

'/':

llajlcencio ,
:

qeta, Celo:xizde )

?) prc)c1lrator Gener31" l-'ir, p_acqracc)r cj2 la, Nglicn ' Fe'i " Krl' Arri 2ta 1

Dr. carlos Gustavo Arrie:a FadiL.a
Procurado:" General

:

ie la NaciOn

Procuraduria General
Edificio 3ianco Ganadero
Carrera 5, Nc. 15-80
Santa Fe de Eogotd, Colo.nbic
(Telegrams: Frocurador General A=ieta , Bogotd, Colombia i

(.Faxes: OIl 57 I 284 0472)

3) Myqcrlre fm" the' pmp1e: [F"t.jw!'1c r'" Trivi'i') i "mr Pr "r"wnm
Dr. jaime c6rdobe T'riyinD ·"

Defuisor Cel Pueblc
DeXnsoriz dEl Pi~eblo

. Calle 34, carrere 5
"

santa Fe te bogotd, Colombia

,.
- (Telegrams : 1)efensor deL Pueblo

Tr:

Wino, jefensor:.a" de: FLEbLo, BoCota,

-
.." ". -- -- ."- -. - . Colombia) .

-..-", -

(Fa>:es: OIl 57 I 284 0472)
:

·
.·· -

"-_
'"-"·'

4\ Fttc)rreY Generm ' ' - f T"t."ma= pr de Gr"i ff ( pmr pr. d"! G"fi ff ]

' Dr. Gustavo de Greiff
"=: Fiscal GErjeral '

"" "

·- Fiscalia General " "" -

- '" Apartado -ACreo 298E 5

--
-- santafC Ce Bogota

,-. - colombi_a . .

, . .

' ."
.

.. _. (Telegrairs: Fiscal General, Fisca] ia C-er.eral, Bogotd, cD]oa>ja)
'

- '-(Faxes:"
C:

i
57 1 287 J939)"

·: .
COP:ES OF YOUR' APPEAL3 TD:

.
""-"" I). PresiCent of colom3ia: '" "

"

. Seiior Presidente cesar Gaviria 'Iruji:}o"" "
. Presidente "de la RepMlica

"Ag: ""' Palacio Ce Nariiio
Santa Fe de Bogo:d, Cjlombia
(Faxes:

c:

i
57.1 286 7324, 311 57 i 2E.7 7937)

2 ) Human Rights and Educatiw.aL crganZzation: '"
.

Seiiores
· CINEP-

'

- AA' 25916
San:

a 'Fe de 3ogoU . cDlonbia

, Ambassador j3iwe Garcia-Parra
Embassy oS Cjlcj=ia
21i3 Lero"[ Pi. NN

' WasXingto."i- D3 20J03

Ple3se send appeal3 immediately.
Che:Ac with th?

Co:

orado
office beFween

9:

Oj am and
6:

00 pm -'mmtain Time, veekedays

onlj, if seniing a3pEals after jum 3, 1993.
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ua 124/93 FEar of "disappearance" 22 ttpril 1993
COI,OP1BIA: Delio VARGAS, aged 28, president of human rights group

Amnesty International is concerned For the safety of Delio vargas, who
has not been seen since he was taken forcefully froK a street in
Villavicencio, capital of Meta department, Dl1 19 April 1993.

According to the information receiv2C, Oeii:j vargas and his wife
arrived at thezr hoire in the villaUcencio suburb "Barrio 20 de julio"
at approximate: y 6 pr on 19 April ant were ambushed by Five heavily-
armed men in c:Mlian dress, who forced Delio Vargas into a vehicle.
mcording to eye-witnesses, DeLio vargas attempted tjO e3cap2 from his
captors, bt.t fell as he ran and was forced :jack into th2 v2:licle and
driven tD an unknown destination. HLS abductiDn has bee:t dwiounced to
the procuretor General°s office, Procuraduria General.

Delio Vargas is president of the regional office of ASCJDA5,
- AssociaciOr Colombiana Ce Asistencia social, Colombian Ass:miation forsocial Assistance, an organization wcrking Aith people fro:n the

. department of Meta viho Lave been disE-laced ErDm their h:mes and land by
-

" political.violence. Delio vargas hes been involved in t"je mganization
of a forum entitled "Peaceful Alternatives in Meta djepa7tm2."1t", due to
take place in Villavicer.cio on 23 April 1993, with the zim of bringing

"" together all sectors"of the communizy, incl".iding local znd "iational
- authorities to discuss peaceful solutions t:i the violence jS the

region. Delio vargas is also a member of th2 legal opposition party
Uni6n PatriOtica, (UP), Patriotic L"nion. Th2 UP claims :ha: since itscreation-in 19e5 more ttan 1,50J of its mem3ers have been :::le victims

-"--"- of""politically motivateC killinjs.
" BACKGROUND INFORMATION "

"'" Villavicencio is the cyitai of Meta department. Amnesty I:i:ernational
has received ar increasi.ng numMr cf reports in recent monzhs of human
rights-violaticns against members cf the civilian poyilation of Meta by
Colombian armeC forces and paramilitary groups working undeT their
control or witt their acquiesen7e, violations including arbitrary
arrest,.torturE, "disapµearance" aFd extrajudicial eKecution. This
coincides with an escalating offenszv'e by the colombian arned forces
against the arued Opposition grcmp Fuerzas Armadas R2vo:ucLonarias de
colombia (FARC)-, Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colom3ia. in the region.

· In-areas where guerrilla forces are active, the local popL.ation is
often perceived by the armed. forces as potential guerrCja
collaborators and has, as a resalt, been subjected to arbitrary arrest,
torture, "disaFpearance" and exzrajudicial execution. Part:.cular
victims hav2 been community leaders, human rights workers and members

" of oppositimn parties.
REcc)mENDED"AcTIoN: ?lease send telegrams/telexes/faxes,"express and
airmail letters:
- expressina cancern for the safety of Delio vargas, who has not been
seen since 19 April l993 when he was abducted by heavily amed men in
villavicencio;
- urging an immediate and thorough in4uiry :.nto his whereabouts;

"

- urging that if he is in deten:ion, that he be humanely treated and
. allowed acc2ss to lawyers and relatives;

-.urging that if in detention, :hat he be charged wi:h a recognizable
"

criminal offenoe or released immedietely.



..

APPEALS
:

nD
" [S€Luzation]

i) GQvern25 pf l%eta department: [sr. Gc)pernacc)r / Mar sefjo" F\a'7'1erc)l

Seiior"Omar Armando Baquero
Gobernador del Departanent3 del Me7a
Gobernacic5"i del Meta
Carrera 33 No. 38-45
Villavicemio\,,

Meta, Colombia
(Telegrams: Gobernador Baquer3, ViKavicencio. M2ta, 3olombia)

?) prc)c|lrator GenerA1' [sr|l F'roc1lrador cje la, Nac.jc)n / P'mr pr,, Frrieta1
Dr. carlos Gustavo Arr:.eta Padilla
Procurador GeneraL de a tcaci:5n
ProcuraduriA General
Edificio

Ba:

ico Ga.nadero
Carrera 5, No. 15-80
Santa Fe de Bogot&, CoLomtia
(Telegrams: Procurador Gereral Arri2=, Bogota, Colonbia)
(Faxes: OIl 57 1 284 0172)

3) Mvc'care fnr the' penpjc' trmm" pr Trivinn / Pmr Dr" Tri\p"ino1

_ Dr. jaime C6rdoba Triviiio ·"

Defensor Gel Pueblo
'

Defensoria del Pueblo
"

Calle 34,.carrera 5
" Santa Fe Ce Bogotd, Colombia

.
-(Telegrams: Defensor del Puetlo Trivino, Defenscria Gel Pueblo, Bogota,

- - Colombia)
(Faxes: 011 57 1 284 0472:

4) AttnrneV Genera1' [EstimM'j r'rp de G~iff"/ T"mr Prq cje Greiff1
Dr. Gustar"c de Greiff
Fiscal General

" Fiscalia GEneral
Apartado Mreo 29855
SantafC de Bogota
colombi,g

. ,

(Telegrams: Fiscal Generaj Fisca:ia General, Bogotd, Colombia)

(Faxes: OIl 57 1 287 09391

COPIES OF YOUR APPEALS TO:
"

I) PresiAer.t of Colomtia:
Seiior Presidente CCsar Gaviria Tru:i:lc)Presidente de la Repiiblica
Palacio de Nariiic·
Santa Fe de Bogota, colombia
(Faxes: CLI 57 1 286 7324,

o:

i
57 1 287 7937)

-2) Human Rights end Educa:ional
O:

Canizqtion: -

Seiiores
- CINEP-

AA 25916
Santa Fe de Bogota, cDlo=ia

"Ambassado: jaime Garcia-Parra
Embassy of colombia
2118 Lero"! PI. NW

Washingto3 DC 20008

Please send appeals irimediately. 2heMc with the Colorado

office between
9:

00 an and
6:

00 pm. .'tountain Time, weejcedays

only, if sending appeals after june 3, 1993.



, CCM- DT

) Qlity jif Qklltlbriijgp
NllrE b

p

i 14.

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 3, 1?93

COUNCILLORWOLF'

WHEREAS: AmnestyInternational has sm ou: an wrgent action appeal cling :oncmo about
the safety of Delio Vargas, presiden1 of a human rights gtoup and a µMtica1
activist irt Colombia; and

WHEREAS: t·elio Vargas was seen to be foocibj" detained and has disappeaed leading to
concem that he will be anjthEr v:ctim of a po_iLcally notivtted Ei_ling; aid

WAERE-AS: It is the hope of the Cambridge City Council that Ddio Vagas, dong witt: all

a,,

I oher :rying to protect the human rigits of citizens cpf tieir count_y wi1 have
safety in their importait and Fumane work; now therefire be it

I RESOL'/E3: That Lie Cambridge City Couicil implores officials :ii Coh.mbit to assure the
safety of Delio Vargag; anC be it furher

RESOLVE3: That t:ie City Clerk b2 and hereby is requested :o formrd a suitatly ergrossed
'

copy cfthis resolution to Gcvemo: O:r.ar Armando baqce:o of Me'aIkpartment,
Columbia, other officials 11 Colomtia and tc the locd Amnesf' Iccnitional
o±fice.



' ,' Consent ORDER #14 I

g"' '
r

bd

Counci11or Wolf re: Assurance of the safety
of Delio Vargas.

In City Council,

May 3, 1993

'"Qjujjt1 ((jjLqk>L
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