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IN CITY COUNCIL
January 13, 1992

COUNCILLORWALSH

WHEREAS: The barrage of threatening fiscal news which we received during December,
1991 - the City Manager's cautionary insights for the FY93 budget;
Genzyme's choice of the Allston site for its manufacturingplant; Lotus
Development Corporation's announced 10% staffing cutback and the
possibility that additional Lotus decisions may be in the offing - was a
powerful collective shot across the bow of this Council which commands long
range and short range response. What will we do and how will we do it?; and

WHEREAS: Despite some subsequent verbal softeners by PR staffers at Genzyme, its
president's reported less than full expression of confidence in this Council's
leadership to assure a smooth relationship with the business communin, citing
the city's parking freeze as an area of concern (The Boston Globe, 12/5/91),
must not be summarily dismissed nor denied; and

WHEREAS: Other existing businesses/companies are, similar to Lotus, known to be giving
serious consideration to moving some or all of their operations out of
Cambridge due to an increase in building vacancies in outlying suburbs
coupled with a perception that Cambridge has become inhospitable to business;
and

WHEREAS: This Council has taken an initial step by requesting the City Manager to
appoint a S-member committee to advise the City Manager and the City
Council on the most appropriate policy and programs to assure stable md
steady economic development, much more must be done and done quickly if
we are to assure that, down the road, Cambridge does not become a Chelsea

on the Charles; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That, since the Parking Freeze does not produce clear air and is totally
ineffective, but, at one and the same time, is a detriment to the economic life
of the City of Cambridge, the City Manager take the necessary actions through
our Congressional Delegation to modify the Parking Freeze in accordance with
the above referenced advisory committee so that the Parking Freeze will work
for the benefit of the environment, the citizens of Cambridge and the business
community; and be it further

ORDERED: That, during this new Council term, we the Council membership, individually
and collectively, pledge to work effectively with this advisory committee so as
to assure that Cambridge will be and will be seen to be a host city which
welcomes new business enterprises, supports already existing businesses and is

not a hostile city of which business enterprises need be wary.
' TABLED BY VICE MAYOR CYR
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COUNCILLORWALSH

WHEREAS: The barrage of threatening fiscal news which we received during December,
1991 - the City Manager's cautionary insights for the FY93 budget;
Genzyme's choice of the Allston site for its manufacturingplant; Lotus
Development Corporation's annoumed 10% staffing cutback and the

.possibility that additional Lotus decisions may be in the tiffing - was a
powerful collective shot across the bow of this Council which commands long
range and short range response. What will we do and how will we do it?; and

WHEREAS: Despite some subsequent verbal softeners by PR staffers at Genzyme, its
president's reported less than full expression of confidence in this Council's
leadership to assure a smooth relationship with the business community, citing
the city's parking freeze as an area of concern (The Boston Globe, 12/5/91),
must not be summarily dismissed nor denied; and

WHEREAS: Other existing businesses/companies are, similar to Lotus, known to be giving
serious consideration to moving some or all of their operations out of
Cambridge due to an increase in building vacancies in outlying suburbs
coupled with a perception that Cambridgehas become inhospitable to business;
and

WHEREAS: This Council has taken an initial step by requesting the City Manager to
appoint a S-member committee to advise the City Manager and the City

,
Council cjn th2 most apptopriate ?olicy and programs to assure. stable and
steady economic development, much niore must be done and done quickly if
we are to assure that, down the road, Cambridge does not become a Chelsea

on the Charles; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That, since the Parking Freeze does not produce clear air and is totally
ineffective, but, at one and the same time, is a detriment to the economic life
of the City of Cambridge, the City Manager take the necesstiry actions through

our Congressional Delegation to modify the Parking Freeze in accordance with
the above referenced advisory committee so that the Parking Freeze will work
for the benefit of the environment, the citizens of Cambridgeand the business

community; and be it further

ORDERED: That, during this new Council term, we the Council membership, individually
and collectively, pledge to work effectively with this advisory committee so as
to assure that Cambridge will be and will be seen to be a host city which
welcomes new business enterprises, supports already existing businesses and is

not a hostile city of which business enterprises need be wary.
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In City Council,

january 13, 1992
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