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L

The Honorable Francis H. Duehay
Mayor

795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Project Name:Fort Washington District Improvements.
Dear Mayor Duehay:

This is to inform you that all Public Works Economic Development Grant
Funds awarded under the authority of Chapter 732, Acts of 1981 must be encum-
bered by June 30, 1986. Any funds not committed by contract as of that date
must be returned to the Department of Public Works. No extensions of this shall
be granted.

‘This requirement includes both the funds received from the Department of
Public Works as well as all interest generated from those funds from the date of
award, May 10, 1983. A request for authorization to encumber or spend Grant
interest should be sent to the Department at least thirty (30) days prior to
June 30, 1986.

You should promptly forward this letter or a copy thereof to the Town
Treasurer and to your contact person whom we have listed as Betty, Fleming.
If that person is not your contact person, please notify us by return mail of
the name and address of your contact person and the lead agency, as required by
regulation, 701 CMR 5.08(2).

We remind you at this time that a Final Report is due on this PWED project
within sixty (60) days of the campletion of the project. Grant funds and
interest money must continue to be reported until a letter accepting the Final
Report and direction as to the disbursement of remaining funds and/or interest
is issued by this office. Communities who have not submitted Final Reports
within 4 months of completion of the project will not be recommended for future
Grant funding.

‘ Sincerely,
Certified Letter: {‘ (
. e . ERT T. TIERNEY
e S \SMI/ ’/Z) COMMISSIONER

2 1 #‘?4/57
G, Malonrsy



5 o

SAVED Dy

COUNTY ENGINEEI{INGC%%A#{L%%N
VR Assistant

County Engineers

- Qounty of HAfiSledbe s ey nomroseis
T ounty Enginees Superior Cott HRRIGEE MA,
EAsT CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 02141

494-4140

December 24, 1985

Paul E. Healy, Esquire
Clerk, City of Cambrldge
City Hall

795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA. 02139

RE: New Way Across Tracks of CONRAIL - CAMBRIDGE

Dear Sir:

Enclosed please find completely executed copy of Final
Return in connection with the. petition of the Cambridge City
Council for the laying out of a New Way across the locations
and tracks of CONRAIL, at grade therewith, beglnnlng at a
point on existing publicly owned land, at the midline of Fort
Washington Park, and extending in a southeasterly direction
for approximately sixty (60) feet across said Railroad :
location and tracks to land along Vassar Street approx1mately '
three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey Street, in Cambridge,
all in accordance with the provisions of Sectlon 104 of
Chapter 160 of the General Laws. ‘

Very truly yours,

At M e
PHL/mea

Ph:,((/fpn Lydch, P.E.
Cotinty  Engineer
enclosure

cc: Cambridge City Council o B
~Joan Lastovica, P.E., Cambridge City Engineer
——-——---—-~Robert W. Healy, Cambridge City Manager - - ' T
Elizabeth G. Flemings, Project Coordinator, Cambridge ‘
-~Kathy A. Spiegelman, Assistant City Manager, Community Development
R.B. Hasselman, Senior Vice President Operations, CONRAIL
John H. McCabe, Director of Bus & Rail Division, D.P.U.



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

- Middlesex, ss.

At a meeting of the County Commissioners
for the County of Middlesex, holden at
Cambridge, within and for said County,
on the seventeenth day of December in the
year of our Lord one thousand nine

hundred and eighty-five

The City Council of the City 6f Cambridge, in séid County, by
their petition to said Commissioners - among othef.matfers - pray
that a New Way may be laid out as.a public way across the location
and tracks of CONRAIL, at grade thereWith,'beginning at a point on
existing publicly owned land, at thg midline df Fort Washington Park,
and extending in a'soﬁtheasterly direction for approximately sixty
(60) feet across said Railroad location and tracks to land along
Vassar Street approximately three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey
Street, in said Cambridge, all in accordance with the provisions of
Sectibn 104 of Chapter 160 of the General Laws, és will more fully
appear, reference being had to the petition filed of record in the
case. |

The petition was presented to the County Commissioners at

fﬁéir mééting hbldeﬁ at'Cambridge, within and for saia>Cbunty}ﬁoﬁw£héw'““

twenty-eighth day of May, A.D. 1985, when and where notice was -

"ordered’given>towall‘persons and corporations interested therein of =



-2 -
the time and place when and where said Commissioners would meet for
the purpose of viewing the premises and hearing the parties as by
their order of notice on fiie and of record will more fully appear.

And now the said Commissioners make final return of their
proceedings in the premises.

The premises having been examined; and the parties fully
heard, said Commissioners having received from the Department of
Public Utilities of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, under date
of December 6, 1985, consent in wrltlnc to the laying out of a New
Way as public way across the locaticn and tracks of CONRAIL, at
grade therewith, becinning at a point on existing publicly owned
land, at the midline of Fort Washington Park, and extending in a
southeasterly direction for approximately sixty (60) feet across
said Railroad location and tracks to land along Vassar Street
approximately three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey Street, in
said Cambridge - copy of said consent, with certain provisions
contained therein in writing being attached herewith.

AND, said Commissioners having adjudged that public convenience
and necessity require that said way be laid out as a public way
vacross the location and tracks of‘COﬁﬁAIL, at grade therewith, as
appears by their return dated August 20, 1985;

NOW, therefore, said Commissioners do hereby authorize the

said Clty of Cambrldge to lay out sald New Way as a publlc waj

across the locatlon ‘and tracks of CONQAIL, at grade therew1th - the'“" -

same to be in accordance_w1th the terms and conditions of the said




decree of the said Department of Public Utilities of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts, dated December 6, 1985, and attached herewith.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we, the said County Commissioners, have

hereunto set our hands this seventeenth day of December in the year

of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eighty-fiyé

| //%pe (A ;( \,[(a/c 5 /

Middlesex County Commissioners

A Truve Copy,

Attest:




The Qonumonfoealth of Massachusetts

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

December 6, 1985

DePoUo 85-250

Petition of the City of Cambridge requesting the Department of
Public Utilities, pursuant to G.L. C. 160, § 104, to consent to
the laying out of a pedestrian on-grade public way across the
Consolidated Railroad Corporation tracks in the City of
Cambridge. :

Oon October 1, 1985, the City of Cambridge ("Cambridge")
petitioned the Department of Public Utilities ("Department"”)
pursuant to G.L. c. 160, § 104, to consent in writing to the
laying out of a new way ("New Way"), a pedestrian on-grade
public way across the Consolidated ﬁ;il Corporation ("Conrail®)
tracks in Cambridge."

G.L. c. 160, § 104, provides that a public way may be laid
out acrosé a railroad if the county commissioners
("Commissioners") adjudge, after notice to and hearing of all
interested parties, that public necessity and.convenience
require the public way. A public way shall not be permitted to
cross at grade level with the railroad unléss it is determined
by the Commissioners, after proper notice and hearing, that
public necessity requires the public way to cross at grade 1evé1
and the Department consents in‘writing. |

On May 25, 1985, Cambridge petitioned the Commissioners of
Middlesex County, meeting in Cambridge, for adjudication of the

-Vpian. After prépéf notice”and QiéWihg of the premises;‘a
hearing was held on July 16, 1985, and COntinuéd‘on August 6,“

1985. No one appeared ét_thé hearing to object to the laying




D.F.U. -85-250 Page 2

out of the way. The Commissioners considered the feasibility of
constructing a crossing at other than grade level, either by a
bridge or by an underpass, and determined that the cost would be
prohibitive. On August 20, 1985, the Commissioners issued
partial decree No. 5808 in which they found that public
convenience and necessity require New Way as a public way across
the Conrail tracks.

New Way cohnects Fort Washington Park with a vehicle parking
area intended for visitors to the Park. A copy of the design
plan for Fort Washington Park étépared for the Cambridge
Community Development Department has. been filed with the

Department.

‘The design plan shows that New Way begins at a point on
publicly owned land, at the midline of Fort Washington Park,
extending in a southeasterly direction for approximately 60 feet
across the Conrail tracks to land along VasSar Street
approximately 300 feet north of Audrey Streét in Cambridée. The
travelled portion of New Way is to be Six feet eight inches
wide.

Investigation by the Department shows that the track which
New Way will cross is designated as the Gfand Junction Secondary
track. The track extends between Brighton and East Boston, a
distance of 9.08 miles. Traffic on this segment of track

consists of two local freight trains operating in each direction

Monday through Friday, two local freight trains operating in ot b e

each direction on Sundays and holidays, and one Boston & Maine— '~ -
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terminal switcher operating in each direction Monday through
Friday. The operating time is between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.,
with one train movement between 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. No
passengers trains operate 6n this track. The maximum aufhorized
train speed is 10 miles pef hour. New Way is to be located .55
miles south of the existing Massachusetts Avenue highway grade
crossing.

The Department finds that a pedestrian grade crossing such
as New Way requires special safety protection. Accordingly we
have determined based upon the Department's experience and the
record in this case, that a system of fiashing light signals,
bells, automatic gates, and reflectorized wérning signs is
required to ensure appropriate protection of pedestrian
traffic. The costs of installation and maintenance by Conrail
of New Way and of the crossing protection system are costs to be
borne by the City of Cambridge.

Accordingly, after investigation and consideration, it is

ORDERED: That the petition of the City of Cambridge
requesting the Department-of Public Utilities to consent in
writing, pursuant to G.L. c. 160, § 104, to the laying out a New
Way pedestrian grade crossing over the Consoldated Rail
Corporation tracks in the City of Cambridge be and is hereby
GRANTED; and it is

PROVIDED: That this consent is conditioned on the
installation of an automatic'pfotectibn system approved by the

American Association of Railroads consiSting of approved
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automatic protection system of flashing light signals in

combination with automatic gates and pedestrian bells; and for

the provision of manual initation of the automatic protection

system in the case of a track movement by a rail-confined

vehicle other than a train; and

FURTHER PROVIDED: That the

approved by the Department; and

FURTHER PROVIDED: That the

it is

crossing warning signs required
reflectorized and of a type

it is

crossing warning signs required

by G.L. c. 160, § 140 shall be reflectorized and of a type

approved by the Department; and
FURTHER PROVIDED:, That the

it is

automatic protection system

shall be installed and maintained in a manner satisfactory to

the Department; and it is

FURTHER PROVIDED: That the City of Cambridge shall assume

all of the costs of installation and maintenance of the New Way

surface and of the automatic protection system.

X

RV By Order of the Department,
) \“&,14 AT
v s/ PAUL F. LEVY

Chairman
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C.C. 5808

Cambridge City Council, petitioners,
for the laying out of a New Way
(Pedestrian Crossing) as a public
way across the location and tracks
of CONRAIL, at grade therewith,
beginning at a point on existing
publicly owned land, at the midline
of Fort Washington Park, and

- extending in a southeasterly
~direction for approximately sixty

(60) feet across said Railroad
location and tracks. to land along
Vassar Street approximately

three hundred (300) feet north of
Audrey Street, in said Cambridge,
all in accordance with the

Provisions of Section 104 of Chapter
160 of the General Laws.

- COPY
FINAL RETURN

- DECEMBER 17, 1985
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Middlesex. ss. |
| At a meeting of the County Commissioners

for the County of Middlesex, holden at
Cambridge, within ‘and for said County, on
the sixteenth day of July, in tﬂe'year
bf our Lord one thousand nine hundred
and eighty-five.

WHEREAS, it appears thatvMichael E. Mcyaughlin, Couﬁty‘
Commissione;, is unable to be pfésent at the hearing on the
petition of the Cambridge City Council for the laying out of
a New Way across the location and tracks of CONRAIL, at grade
therewith, beginning at a point on existing pubiicly owned land,
at the midline of Fort Washingfon Park, and extendihg in a
southeasterly direction for approximately sixty (60) feet across
said Railroad location and tracks to land aiong Vassar Street
approximately three hundred (300) feet north of Audfey Street,
in Cambridge, in accordance with the provisions of Section 104
of éhaptef 160 of the General Laws.

NOW, therefore, we;‘Thomas J. Larkin and Bill Schmidt,
Countj Codmiséionéfs, and Joseph J. Durant, Temporary Clerk
6f the Middlesex County Commissionérs in accordance with

Chapter 221, Section 14 of the Massachusetts General Laws,

do hereby appoint Paul W. Blazar, of Waltham, in said County, - - .-

" to act in the stead of the said Michael E. McLaughlin in the
" matter of said Hearing of July 16, 1985, in accordance with
the provisions of Section 12, Chapter 34 of’thevMaséachusetts '

General Laws.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we the said County Commissioners have
hereunto set our hands this sixteenth day of July, in the

year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eighty-five.

' .
DLESEX ‘COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

T@Vra\i'y (}lfrk o
JJSEPH. J.| DURANT

A TRUE COPY
| ATTEST:

ASSISTANT CLERK
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C.C. General

"Thomas J. Larkin and Bill Schmidt,

County Commissioners, and Joseph J.
Durant, Temporary Clerk of the Middlesex
County Commissioners, do hereby appoint
Paul W. Blazar, of Waltham, in said
County, 'to act in the stead of Michael
E. McLaughlin, County Commissioner, at
the hearing of Juiy 16,1985 on the
petition of the Cambridge City Council
for the laying out of a New Way across

_the location and tracks of CONRAIL, at

grade therewith, beginning at a point

on existing publicly owned land, at the
midline of Fort Washington Park, and
extending in a southeasterly direction
for approximately sixty (60) feet

across said Railroad location and tracks
to land along Vassar Street approximately
three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey
Street, in Cambridge, in accordance with
the provisions of Section 104 of Chapter
160 of the General Laws.’



]

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Middlesex. ss. \

At a meeting of the County Commissioners
for the County of Middlesex, holden at
Cambridge, within and for said County, on
the sixth day of August, in the year
of our Lord one thousand nine hundred
vand eighty—five.

WHEREAS, it appeérs that Michael E. McLaughlin, County
Commissioner, is unable to be present at the hearing on the
petition of the Cambridge City Council for the laying out of
a New Way across the location and tracks of CONRAIL, at grade
therewith, beginning at a point on existing publicly owned land,
at the midline of Fort Washington Park, and extending in a
southeasterly direction for approximately sixty (60) feet across
said'Rai]road location and tracks to land along Vassar Street
approximately three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey Street,
in Cambridge, in accordance with the provisions of Section 104
of Chapter 160 of the Ceneral Laws.

NOW, therefore, we, Thomas J. Larkiﬁ and Bill Schmidt,
County Commissioners, aﬁd Joseph J. Dﬁrant, Temporary Clerk
of the Middlesex County Commissioners in accordance with
~Chapter 221, Section 14 of the Massachusetts General Laws,
do hereby appoiht Paul W. Blazar, of Waltham, in said County, - .
to act in the stead of the said Michael'E° McLaughlin in tﬁe
matter of said Hearing of August 6, 1985, iﬁ aécordance with
the prbvisiéns of Sectidn 12, Chapter 34 of the‘Massaéhuéeﬁté

General Laws.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF we the said County Comm1351oners havel o
‘hereunto set our hands thls 51xth day of August in the '%iwf

year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and elghty flveo@gﬁ**5 ‘

gt :
’MTDDLESEX COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

NN
8842 -~

Temponary Clerk
J’OSEPH ‘4. DURANT

A mae COPY .




C,Cﬂ General : FA : : ' .

Thomas J. Larkin and Bill Schmidt, oo
County Commissioners, and Joseph J. ‘
Durant, Temporary Clerk of the Middlesex

County Commissioners, do hereby appoint i
Paul W. Blazar, of Waltham, -in said o ;
County, to act in the stead of Michael :
E. McLaughlin, County Commissioner, at i
the hearing of August 6, 1985 on the R i
petition of the Cambridge City Council ’ :

. for the laying out of a New Way across | P

the location and tracks of CONRAIL, at
grade therewith, beginning at a point
on existing publicly owned land, at the

-midline of Fort washington Park, and

extending in a southeasterly direction
for approximately sixty (60) feet

across said Railroad location and tracks
to land along Vassar Street approximately
three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey
Street, in Cambridge, in ‘'accordance with
the provisions of Section 104 of Chapter
160 of the General Laws. -



CoUNTY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

Assistant
County Engineers

Qounty of Middlesex LN W B0vD, o, LS

PHILIP H. LYNCH, P.E.
County Engineer SuPERIOR COURT HOUSE

EAsT CAMBRIDGE, Mass. 02141
494-4140

December 24, 1985

Paul E. Healy, Esquire
Clerk, City of Cambridge
City Hall

795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA. 02139

RE: New Way Across Tracks of CONRAIL - CAMBRIDGE

Dear Sir:

Enclosed please find completely executed copy of Final
Return in connection with the petition of the Cambridge City
Council for the laying out of a New Way across the locations
and tracks of CONRAIL, at grade therewith, beginning at a
point on existing publicly owned land, at the midline of Fort
Washington Park, and extending in a southeasterly direction
for approximately sixty (60) feet across said Railroad
location and tracks to land along Vassar Street approximately
three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey Street, in Cambridge,
all in accordance with the provisions of Section 104 of
Chapter 160 of the General Laws.

Very truly your ’
iZip H. Ly ch, P.E.
Co nty Engineer

PHL/mea
enclosure
cc: Cambridge City Council
Joan Lastovica, P.E., Cambridge City Engineer
Robert W. Healy, Cambridge City Manager
Elizabeth G. Flemings, Project Coordinator, Cambridge

Kathy A. Spiegelman, Assistant City Manager, Community Development

R.B. Hasselman, Senior Vice President Operations, CONRAIL
John H. McCabe, Director of Bus & Rail Division, D.P.U.



Middlesex. ss.

CAM!B ﬁ?"éi M A

for the County of Middlesex, holden at

Cambridge, within and for said County, on
the sixteenth day of July, inbthe year

of our Lord one thousand nine hundred
and eighty-five.

WHEREAS, it aopears that‘Michael E. Mchaughlin; County
Commissioner, is unable to be present at the hearing on the
petition of the Cambridge City CouncillfOr the laying out of
a New Way across the location and tracks of CONRAIL, at grade-
therewith, beginning at a point on existing publicly owned land,
at the midline of Fort Washington Park, and extending in a
southeasterly direction for approximately sixty (60) feet across
said Railroad location and tracks to land along Vassar Street
approximately three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey Street,
in Cambridge, in accordance with the provisions of Section 104
of éhapter 160 of the General Laws.

NOW,‘therefore, we, Thomas J. Larkin and Bill Schmidt,
County Commissioners, and Joseph J. Durant, Temporary Clerk
of the Middlesex County»Commissioners in accordance with

“Chapter 221, Section 14 of the Massachusetts General Laws,

" do hereby appoint Paul W. Blazar, of Waltham, in said County,-

" to act in the stead of the said Michael E. McLaughlin in’thei'

matter of said Hearing of July 16 1985, in accordance with

the provisions of Sectlon 12 Chapter 34 of the Massachusetts

General Laws.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we the said County Commissioners have
hereunto set our hands this sixteenth day of July, in the

year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eighty-five.

/ ya / : ,
IDDLESEX ‘COURTY COMMISSIONERS

A TRUE COPY

~ ASSISTANJ CLERK



C.C. General

Thomas J. Larkin and Bill Schmidt,
County Commissioners, and Joseph J
Durant, Temporary Clerk of the Middlesex
County Commissioners, do hereby appoint
Paul W. Blazar, of Waltham, in said
County, to act in the stead of Michael
E. McLaughlin, County Commissioner, at
the hearing of Juiy 16,1985 on the
petition of the Cambridge City Council

- for the laying out of a New Way across
_the location and tracks of CONRAIL, at

grade therewith, beginning at a point

on existing publicly owned land, at the
midline of Fort Washington Park, and
extending in a southeasterly direction
for approximately sixty (60) feet

across said Railroad location and tracks’
to land along Vassar Street approximately
three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey
Street, in Cambridge, in accordance with
the provisions of Section 104 of Chapter
160 of the General Laws.



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Middlesex. ss.

At a meeting of the County Commissioners

for the County of Middlesex, holden at

Cambridge, within and for said County, on

the sixth day of August, in the year

of our Lord one thousand nine hundred

and eighty-fivee

WHEREAS, it appears that M;chael E. McLaughlin, County
Commissioner, is unable to be present at the heariﬂg on the
petition of the Cambridge City Council for the laying out of
a New Way across the location and tracks of CONRAIL, at érade
therewith; beginning at a pointbon existing publicly owned land,
at the midline of Fort Washington Park, and extending in a
southeasferly directian fof.approximately sixty (60) feet across
said Railroad location and tracks to land along Vassar Street
approximately three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey Street,
in Cambridge, in accordance with the provisions of Section 104
of Chapcer 160 of the General Laws. |
NOW, therefore, wé,»Thomas J. Larkin and Bill Schmidt,

County Commissioners, and Joseph J. Darant, Temporary Clerk
of the Middlesex County Commissioners in accordance with

~Chapter 221, Section 14 of the Massachusetts General Laws,

do héreby appoint Paul W. Blazar, of Waltham, in said County, =~ .

to act in the stead of the said Michael E. McLaughlin in the
matter of said Hearing of August 6, 1985, in accordance with
the provisions of Section 12, Chapter 34 of the Massachusetts

General Laws.



IV WITNESS kHEREOF, we the said COunty Comm1351oners have =
thereunto set our hands thlS 51xth day of August, in the .

year. of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and elghty flve.  {¢5;

@ﬂDDLESEX COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

R l T ,' \ :'" 7

Temponary Clerk
J’OSEPH ’,J DURANT_
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C,C, Genera;

Thomas J. Larkin and Bill Schmidt,
County Commissioners, and Joseph J.
Durant, Temporary Clerk of the Middlesex
County Commissioners, do hereby appoint
Paul W. Blazar, of Waltham, in said
County, to act in the stead of Michael :
E. McLaunghlin, County Commissioner, at ' i
the hearing of August 6, 1985 on the ' |
petition of the Cambridge City Council :

. for the laying out of a New Way across

the location and tracks of CONRAIL, at - ‘ |
grade therewith, beginning at a point S o
on existing publicly owned land, at the

-midline of Fort Washington Park, and

extending in a southeasterly direction
for approximately sixty (60) feet

across said Railroad location and tracks
to land along Vassar Street approximately
three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey
Street, in Cambridge, in 'accordance with
the provisions of Section 104 of Chapter
160 of the General Laws. ' _



Middlesex, sS.
At a meeting of the County Commiésioners
for the County of Middlesex, holden at
Cambridge, within and for said County,
on the seventeenth day of December in the

year of our Lord one thousand nine

hundred and eighty-five

The City Council of the City 6f Cambridge, in said County, by
their petition to said Commissioners - among othefimatfers - pray
thét a New Way may be laid out as-a public way across the location
and tracks of CONRAIL, at grade therewith,'beginning at a point on
existing publicly owned land, at thg midline of Fort‘Washington Park,
and extending in a soﬁtheasterly direction for ‘approximately sixty
(60) feet across said Railroad location and tradks to land along»,
Vassar Street approximately three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey
Street, in said Cambridge, all iﬁ accordance with the provisions of
Sectibn 104 of Chapter 160 of the General Laws, as will more fully
appear, reference being had’to the petition filed of record in the
case.

The petition was presehted to the County Commissioners at

their meeting'holdéh attéambridQé,“ﬁifhiniand for said County;‘oﬁ‘fﬁém’iw'w'

twenty-eighth day of May, A.D. 1985, when and where notice was

ordered giVéh to all persons and corporations interested therein of



.
the time and place when and where said Commissidners would meet for
the purpose of viewing the premises and hearing the parfies as by
their order of notice on fiie and of record will more fully appear.

Aﬁd now the said Commissibners make final return of their
proceedings in the prémises.

The premises having been examined; and the parties fully
heard, said Commissioners having received from the Department of
Public Utilities of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, under date
of December 6, 1985, consent in writing to the laying out of a New
Way as public way acrosé the locaticn and trééks of CONRAIL, at
grade therewith, beginning at a point on éxisting pﬁblicly owned
land, at the midline of Fort Washington Park, and extending in a
southeasterly direction for approximaﬁely.sixty (60) feet across
said Railroad location and tracks to land along Vassér Street
approximately three hundred (300) feet north of Audrey Street, in
said Cambridge - copy of said consent, with certain provisions
contained therein in writing being attached herewith.

AND, said Commissioners haviﬁg adjudged that publip convenience
and necessity require that said way be laid 6ﬁt’as a public way
acrosé the location and tracks of CONRAIL, at grade therewith, as
appears by their return dated August 20, 1985;

NOW, therefore, said Commissioners do hereby authorize the
isaid-City of Cé@bridge tb lay out said New Way as a public way
édross‘the ioéatioﬁ:ahd.£récks‘of”CONRAIL, at1grade therewith énfheb

same to be in accordance with the terms and conditions of the said




decree of the said Department of Public Utilities of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts, dated December 6, 1985, and attached herewith.

IN WITNESS WHERECF, we, the said County Commissioners, have

hereunto set our hands this seventeenth day of December in the year

of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eighty-fivyé

4 -

l/ )
1 2
AR

#Middlesex County Commissioners

A Truve Copy,
Attest:

gt~ /

oo



The Qonmonfuealth of Massarhusetts

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

December 6, 1985

D.P.U. 85-250

Petition of the City of Cambridge requesting the Department of
Public Utilities, pursuant to G.L. C. 160, § 104, to consent to
the laying out of a pedestrian on-grade publlc way across the
Consolidated Railroad Corporation tracks in the City of
Cambridge.

On October 1, 1985, the City of Cambridge ("Cambridge")
petitioned the Department of Public Utilities ("Department”)
pursuant to G.L. C. 160} § 104, to consent in writing to the‘}
laying out of a new way ("New Way"), a pedestrian on-grade
public way across the Consolidated ﬁeil Corporation ("Conrail"™)
tracks in Cambridge. ' |

G.L. c. 160, § 104, provides that a public way may be lald
out across a railroad if the county commissioners
("Commissioners"”) adjudge, after notice to and hearing of allr
interested parties, that public necessity and convenience |
require the pﬁblic way. A public way shall not be permitted to
cross at grade level with the railroad unless it is determined
by the Commissioners, after proper notice and hearing, that
public necessity réquires the public way to cross at grade level
and the Department consents in writing.

On May 25, 1985, Cambrldge petitioned the Commissioners of

A Mlddlesex County, meetlng in Cambrldge, for adjudlcatlon of the
plane After proper notlce and viewing of the premlses, a

hearlng was held on July 16, 1985, and continued on August 6,»}

1985. No one appeared at the hearlng to object to the 1ay1ng
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out of the way. The Commissioners considered the feaéibility of
constructing a crossing at other than grade level, either by a
bridgé or by an underpass, and determined that the cost would be
prohibitive. On August 20, 1985, the Commissioners issued
partial decree No. 5808 in which they found that public
convenience and necessity require New Way as a public way across
the Conrail tracks.

New Way connects Fort Wasﬁington Park with a vehicle parking
area intended for visitors to the Park. A copy of the design
plan for Fort Washington Park prepared for the Cambridge
Community Development Department has,beén filed with the

Department.

[

The design plan shows that New Way begins at a point on
publicly owned land, at the midline of Fort Washington Park,
extending in a southeasterly direction for approximately 60 feet
across the Conrail tracks to land along Vassar Street
approximately 300 feet north of Audrey Street in Cambridée. The
travelled portion of Néw Way is to be six feet eight inches
wide.

Investigation by the Department shows that the track which
New Way will cross is designated as the Grand Junction Secondary
track. The track extends between Brighton and East Boston, a

distance of 9.08 miles. Traffic on this segment of track

- consists of two local freight trains operating in each direction - -

Monday through Friday, two local freight trains operating in

each direction on Sundays and holidays, and one Boston & Maine—- - - .
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terminal switcher operating in each direction Monday through
Friday. The operating time is between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.,
with one train movement between 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. No
passengers trains operate on this track. The maximum authorized
train speed is 10 miles per hour. New Way is to be located .55
miles south of the existing Massachusetts Avenue highway grade
crossing.

The Department finds that a pedestfian grade crossing such
as New Way requires special safety protection. Accordingly we
have determined based upon the Department's experience and the
record in this case, that a system of fiashing light signals,

bells, automatic gates, and reflectorized warning signs is
required to ensure appropriate protection of pedestrian
traffic. The costs of installation and maintenance by Conrail
of New Way and of the crossing protection system are costs to be
borne by the City of Cambridge.

Accordingly, after investigation and cthideration, it is

ORDERED: That the petition of the City of Cambridge
requesting the Department of Public Utiiities to consent in
writing, pursuant to G.L. c. 160, § 104, to the laying out a New
Way pedestrian grade crossing over the Consoldated Rail
Corporation tracks in the City.of Cambridge be and is hereby
GRANTED; and it is

PROVIDED: That this consent is conditioned on the
installation of an automatic protection system approved by the

Américan Association of Railroads consisting of approved
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automatic protection system of flashing light signals iﬁ
combination with automatic gates and pedestrian bells; and for
the provision of manual initation of the automatic prétection
system in the case of a‘track movement by a rail-confined'
vehicle other than a train; and it is

FURTHER PROVIDED: That the crossing warning signs required

by G.L. c. 160, § 140, shall be reflectorized and of a type
approved by the Department; and it is

FURTHER PROVIDED: That the crossing warning signs required
by G.L. c. 160, § 140 shall be reflectorized and of a type
approved by the Department; and it is

FURTHER PROVIDED: That the automatic protection system
shall be installed and maintained in a manﬁer satisfactory to
the Department; and it is

FURTHER PROVIDED: That the City of Cambridge shall assume
all of the costs of installation and maintenance of the New Way

surface and of the automatic protection system.

@w&ﬁwwéﬁx_ By Order of the Department,

s/ PAUL F. LEVY

Chairman
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C.C, 5808

Cambridge City Council, petitioners,
for the laying out of a New Way
(Pedestrian Crossing) as a public
way across the location and tracks
of CONRAIL, at grade therewith,
beginning at a point on existing
publicly owned land, at the midline

- of Fort Washington Park, and
- extending in a southeasterly
- direction for approximately sixty

(60) feet across said Railroad

- location and tracks to land along
- Vassax Street approximately

three hundred (300) feet north of
Audrey Street, in said Cambridge,
all in accordance with the
provisions of Section 104 of Chapter

- 160 of the General ILaws.

COPY
FINAL RETURN

DECEMBER 17, 1985
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Comm. from Philip H. Lynch, P.E., Middlesex
County Engineer transmitting a fully execu=
ted copy of the final return in connection
with the Council's petition to lay out a new
way across locations & tracks of Conrail at
a point on existing publicly owned land at
the midline of Ft. Washington Park.

by 4 7

57’7W/ ﬁf/y’y/

December 30, 1985
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