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@ity of @Canibridge

In City Council,
December 7, 1970.

ORDERED: -

That .this City.Council.approves and endorses the following propesals sub-

mitted by the Rent Control Administrator of the City of Cambridge, Philip M.Cronin -

1. ..

40

That .a public.hearing will be.held on December 16, 1970 at 7:00 P.M, in
Rindge. Auditorium with three successive publications.in the local newspapers

. to inform all landlords and tenants of this hearing which will be held under

the provisions of Section 8-B of the Rent Control Law which provides for a

general adjustment of rent levels in buildings subject to the Rent Control

Ordinance after a public_hearing.

That at the hearing .outlined above the Rent Control Administrator will hear

. evidence. from landlords and tenants who will present their individual view-
. points and afterkihe;hearing'the Rent .Control . Administrator will decide upon

the evidence presented what is a fair net increase across the board above the
March 17th rent level and establish a percentage increase of all rental units
at that. time.

That the Rent Control Admlnlstrator proposes a.moratorium of all temporary
adjustments that have been given and all temporary adjustments prev1ously
granted will end at.midnight December 31, 1970

That the Rent Control Administrator will conduct hearings on petltlons of
aggrieved persons,.landlords .and.tenants alike, subsequent to January 1,1971

and be it further

ORDERED : -

.That..the Rent. Control.Administrator be directed.-to.use.every possible means

."of“communlcatlon.to Ainform all people.concerned of the hearing.to. be held on December

16, 1970 and their rights under the Rent Control Law and the fact that there has been
...a rent roll-back to.the March 17th level, and be .it further

ORDERED: -

.That the following recommendations proposed by the Cambrldge Legal Services,

Inc. be incorporated into the above order -

1.

Re..

3.

‘The immediate appointment of a permanent, full-time Rent Control Admln@strbtor

. for the City of.Cambridge.
The..immediate revocation of all orders purporting to give preferential exemp-
-tions to certein property owners.

The scheduling of a public hearing under section 8 of the Act to determine
whether there should be a general adjustment of maximum rent, by percentage,
for the benefit of all. landlords to compensate for increases in taxes. Such
a hearing should be limited to the question of what percentage increase, if
any, is required to indemnify the majority of Cambridge landlords.
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5.

(ﬁity of Qamhﬁhge
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The postpbningﬂof individual adjustment hearings until such a géneral
adjustment has been considered and acted upon.

-The publication of an unequivocal statement of policy regarding evictions.

No certificates of eviction should.be.issued for.nonpayment of rent in-
creases pending. the outcome of 1litigation in.the Supreme Judicial.Court to
determine what .rent was owed in November and thereafter. No certificates

- should be issued for other causes .until a permanent administrator has been

appointed and regulations and procedures for the conduct of eviction hear-
ings have been adopted.

In City Council December 7,.1970.
Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of 9 members.,
Attest:~ Paul E, Healy, City Clerk.

A true copy,
Attest:~ Paul E., Healy, City Clerk.
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JOHN L. MASON, Jr., JTAFF ATTORNZY

YIZALEY J. MARGHALL, JR., STAFF ATTORNEY , '
JOHN L. ROADHOULE, STAFF ATTORNEY

The staff of Cambridge Legal Services urgently requests
the City Council and the City Manager to do all in their
power to accomplish the following objective: That the Rent
Control Act be administered in an orderly, nondiscriminatory,
and lawful manner, in accordance with its spirit and provisions,
and with full cognizance of the seriousness of the rental
housing emergency in Cambridge.

Toward this end, we urge that the following steps be
taken by those responsible for its administration:

1. The immediate appointment of a permanent, full-time
Rent’ Control Administrator for the City of Cambridge.

‘ 2. The immediate revocation of all orders purporting
to give preferential exemptions to certain property owners.

3. The scheduling of a public hearing under section 8
of the Act to determine whether there should be a general
adjustment of maximum rent, by percentage, for the benefit of
all landlords to compensate for increases in taxes. Such a
hearing should be limited to the question of what percentage
increase, if any, is required to indemnify the majority of
CanbrLdge landlords. : v

4. The postponing of individual adjustment hearings
until such a general adjuStnent has been considered and
acted upon.

5. The publication of an unequivocal statement of policy
regarding ewvictions. No certificates of eviction should be
issued for nonpayment of rent increases pending the outcome of

litigation in the Supreme Judicial Court to determine what rent .

was owed in November and thereafter. No certificates should be
issued for other causes until a permanent administrator has
been appointed and regulations and procedures for the CondUCL
of ev1ctlon }earlngs have been adopted.



7 December 1970

T0: The Cambridge City Council
FROM: Cambridge Citizens for Participation Politics

We demand that the Cambridge City Council consider and act upon the folldwing
resolutions, adopted after our public hearing last evening, in order to amel-
iorate the present rent control crisis:

1, NO EXEMPTIONS. All exemptions should be cancelled, Individual landlords
should be granted exemptions only after legal hearings on individual buildings
indicate such exemptions to be necessary,

2, CONTACT ALL TENANTS AND LANDLORDS; The peaple of Cambridge must be informed
of their rights under the rent control law, They must be informed that there
is a rent roll-back to the March, 1970 levels,

3. STANDARDS ON HEARINGS. Before exemption hearings begin a publictchearing
must take place to determine what standards will apply at the actual rental
exemption hearings,

4, FULL TIME ADMINISTRATOR, The city of Cambridge cannot continue to operate
a rent control office without a permanent and fair administrator, All efforts
must be made for such an immediate and reasonable appointment,

5. NO EVICTIONS. Evictions, or threats of eviction, due to tenant payment of the
legal rolled-back (March) rent, must be prohibited,

Respectfully submitted,

R Slene.
Doreen Blanc,
Chairman

Cambridge CPP



7 December 1970

T: The Cambrxdge ‘City Council

- FROM: Cambridge Citizens for Part1c1patxon Polxtlcs

" We demand that the Cambridge City Council consider and act upon-the f01lowing
- résolutions, adopted after our public hearing last evenxng, in order to amel-
iorate the preseﬁt rent control crisis;

-1, NO EXEMPTIONS.  All exemptions should be cancelled, Individual landlords . o
should be granted exemptions only after legal heaxzng on individual buildings . -

1nd1cate such exempt1ons to be necessary,

2. CONTACT ALL TENANTS AND LANDLORDS; The peaple of Cagbridge must be informed -

of their rights under the remt control law, They must be 1nformcd that there
is a rent roll-back to the March, 1970 levels,

‘3. STANDARDS ON HEARINGS., Before exemption hearings begin a publicchearing

must take place to determine what standards will apply at the actudl réntal

' exempt1on hear1ngs.

4, FULL TIME ADMINISTRATOR. Ihefcity of Cambridge cannot continue to operate
a rent control office without a permanment and fair administrator, All efforts
must be made for such an immediate and reasonable appo1ntment

5. NO EVICTIONS. Bvxctzons or threats of eVICtIOU due to tenant ‘payment of the

1eg41 rolled~back (March) rent must be prohibxted

Reﬁpectfully submltted

0? Megpn 5{/ ..

Doxeen Blanc,
Chairman
‘Cambridge CPP



December 7, 1970
RESOLUTION

Whereas: 'theré has been so much confusion amongst both landlords and
Tenants regarding the implementation of the Rent Control Act in Cambridge; and

Wheeeas: Hit'is well established that owners' expenses and costs exceeded 10%
in 1970, including such items as‘the 20% increase in the 1970 Cambridge tax
rate, 30% in cost of fuel, 20% in insurance, and 30% in mortgage money, etc.

Therefore be it resolved that this Council request the officials in tharge

of the Administration of Rent Control in Cambridge to establish the base

rent for all affected units at the level that existed on March 17, 1970.

Be it further resolved that all the rental units involved be granted an
across the board 10% increase in rent over the March 17, 1970 rent level,with
said 10% rent increase to be effective as of December 1, 1970, and be it
further resolved that both of the above recommendations be implemented to
take effect at the same time. ' o

Presented To The Cambridge City Council

By: Carl F. Barron
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whereas: there has been so much confusion amongst -both landlords and
' tenants regarding the implementation of the Rent Control Act in Cambridge; and

Wheeeas: 1it is well established that owners' expenses and costs exceeded 10%
in 1970, including such items as the 20% increase in the 1970 Cambridge tax
rate, 30% in cost of fuel, 20% in insurance, and 30% in mortgage money, etc.

Therefore be it resolved that this Council request ‘the Officials in ¢tharge

of the Administration of Rent Control in Cambridge to establish the base

rent for all affected units at the level that existed on March 17, 1970.

Be it further resolved that all the rental units involved be granted an
across the board 10% increase in rent over the March 17, 1970 rent level,with
said 10% rent increase to be effective as of December 1, 1970, and be it
further resolved that both of the above recommendations be implemented to
take effect at the same time. o

Presented To The Cambridge City Council

By: Carl F. Barron



December 7, 1970

RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, pursuant to the actions of the
distingutshed Judge M. Ammi Cutter of the Supreme Judicial
Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, (and, incidentally,
a Cambridge resident) in the case of Marshall House, Inc. vs
The Town of Brookline, on December L4,1970, which involved the
application of State Law, Chapter 842 of The Acts of 1970, there
be an immediate moratorium in landlord--tenant reltions until
such time as the full bench of the Supreme Judicial Court shall
have an opportunity to hear and adjudicate this rent law,
Chapter 842, of The Acts of 1970. Said moratorium shall be
effective as of the date of November 21, 1970. It is anticipated
that this adjudication will be made by the Supreme Judicial Court.
within eight weeks. ' '

Presented To The Cambridge City Council

By: Carl F. Barron



December 7, 1970

RESOLUT ION

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, pursuant to the actions of the
distinguished Judge M. Ammi Cutter of the Supreme Judicial
Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, (and, incidentally,
a Cambridge resident) in the case of Marshall House, Inc. vs
The Town of Brookline, on December 4,1970, which. involved the
application of State Law, Chapter 842 of The Acts of 1970, there
be an immediate moratorium in landlord--tenant rektions until
such time as the full bench of the Supreme Judicial Court shall
have an opportunity to hear and adjudicate this rent law,
Chapter 842, of The Acts of 1970. Said moratorium shall be
effective as of the date of November 21, 1970. It is anticipated
that this adjudication will be made by the Supreme Judicial Court
within eight weeks. _ :

Presented To The Cambridge City Council

By: Carl F. Barron
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Councillor Ackermann - | | In City Couneil,
November 30, 1970.

ORDERED:- .

That the City Clerk be directed to write to Mr. Ieon Charkoudian, Com
missioner, State .Department of Gémmmity Afféirs .to .inq'ui-re whether any landlords
may4be exenpted from a general rollwback of rent béfore hearings have been heid :
as specified in.the Rent Control ordinsnce adopted by the ﬁty of Cambridgé ’ Chapter
842 of the Acts of 1970, | -

In City Council November 30, 1970.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 7 members,
Attest:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.,

A true copy,
Attest:- %‘[ % / ; ’

City -Clerk.,



’ Mr Leon Cherkcmlian F
Gommiasi.oner,

dtate Deptiof Ww Affam, ,

100 Cembridge Street,
‘Boston, Maasaehaaetts.

" Peul E, Healy,
. City Clerk.
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In City Council November 30, j197o SR
Adopted by the affirmative’ vote of 7 members.
Attest’ - Paul E. Healy, .‘Clty': Clerk. -




CAMBRIDGE TENANTS ORGANIZING COMIITTEE
595 Massachusetts Ave.

Cambridge, Masss ]
RECEIVED RY
JEFICE OF CITY CLEk
Dic 4 11 09 MKper 4, 1970
CAMBRIDSE, HASS. i
Mry Paul Healy -

City Clerk
Cambridge, Massy

Dear Sir:

The Cambridge Tenants Organizing Committee requests space on the agenda
of t}ée Nonday, December 7, 1970, City Council meeting to present its views on
the admimistration of the rent control law, a matter of great public concern
at this time,

Sipeerely,

7@/44 7& Cr L Lgray
. *t Pearlman



Ly =70
Communication from Robert Pearlman for
Cambridge Tenants Organizing Committee
requesténg that they be placed on the
Agenda for the Council meeting of Dec.
7th to present their views on the ad-
ministration of the Rent Control law.

Dec¢ember 7, 1970.
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