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' Robert W. Healy, City Manager
.

.Arthur Parris , Chairman, Planning Board
'

.

To" Kathy Spiege1man, Asst . City na er for Date January 12, 1984

Community
. Development '

From Paul E. Healy, City· Clerk
¶/ "

Reference
*,

¢
t

Subject The implications of S-68'
, a Bill relative to

.
· local control over zonihg "

.

.

.
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- Enclosed you will find .a copy of a communication received
~

r by the City Coucni1 at itS "meeting of Monday, January 9, 1984
,

§
.

from James W, Sege1, Executive Director of the Mass. Municipal
.

a
+

- - As.sociation, expressing his concern over the above referenced
+

.

item.

The City Council at this meeting moved to refer said com-
. ,

" 4
K

, ,
" 4

munication to the City Manager, Planning Board and Community

P Development Department for report with regard to this Bill.
,

P

*

' Your" Gerji'. kind attention in this matter will be greatly
t

.
.

appreciated by the City Council. .
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Decenber 23, 1983
W

O

tedr Local Official:
The 1·tunicipai Association is very concerned about the irrplicaticris of S-681, a

t. ,, hill Milch rerroves local control over a significent aspect of local zoning. The
"

' legislation, which has been passed by the House and Senate and awaits only final
.

' :: action before reaching the Governor's c1pqk, places an absolute three-year freeze
. on aijrensional, set-back, side-yard, height or other changes on any lot on a

- -. finished street, for Milch a Eerjjreter plan has teen filed with the ccmmunity.
i

'

" ' "cnie zaned usC of the land, whether industrial, residential, cannercial or other,
'" : is 'ei1ready frozen for three years by present law.-)

B ¥ ' V

IL . , ,

",":

-

4iiice perirreter plans do not require any local planning review, in effect the
'

' CxImunity's ability to solve such problans as excessive density is delayed by
"

'

m, three years. Legal experts an local zoning' issues assess the greatest effect to
:

be an large c£mmercially or industrially zoned parcels of land. Any parcel of
', "

,

' land of whatever number of 'acres, as long as it is on an accepted street, would
"'

,. ,

:,: be affected by Uiis legislative change. The legislation has been heavily lobbied
" t by. the hcxre builders' associations.

.
.

t
. q

'
" It would be helpful for you to discuss this matter" as soon as possible with your

' " planning board or planning director and assess the effect on your ccrurunity of
"" "' such a change. The legislature is eXpected to return to mrk on Decerrber 27th

'
.

and the possibility exists that they could take this bill up for its final
·' '

"'

, passage. urge you to contact your Senator by telephone imediately if you
,

"

?ej that ps legislation would adversely affect your camunity. ' '

:
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' Executive D:irector -
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"" Ekjstonjvlc[sssac~®e,lli2, 426-7272

Decerrber 23, 1983

Dear local Official,
E-e z-mrlicipai ASsoCiatiOn is very cxmcerned about the irrplications of S-681, a

-. . ., bill whiCh remcyves local control over a significent aspect of local zoning. The
'

'

legislation, whiCh has been passed by the House and Senate and awaits only final
'

.
' : : action before reaching the Governor' s desk, placC,s an absolute three-year freeze

.. on ciirriensional, set-back, side-yard, height or other changes on any lot on a
'

- finished street, for vthicih a perirreter plan has bCen filed with the cxmrunity.
" ': "(The zoned use of the land, whether industrial, residential, ccmnercial or other,

'
, is already frozen for three years by present law:-)

,

,""
- Sihce perilrE!ter plans do not require any local planning review, in effect the

.

' ccInmnit¥'s ability to solve such problems as excessive density is delayed by
' ' '

, , three years. Legal experts on local zoning issues assess the greatest effect to
.,,

.

' be on large cxmnercially or industrially zoned parcels of land. Any parcel of
,

,
,

" land of whatever number of acres, as long as it is on an accepted street, would
'

," ":-: be affected by this legislative change. The legislation has been heavily lobbied
'-

;__i by ,. the home builders' associations.

" It-would be helpful for you to discuss this matter" as soon as possible with your
"'

" piannirlg board or planning director and assess the effect on your camunity O'E

"" '
""'

such a change. The legislature is expected to return to work on Decerriber 27th
and the possibility exists that they could take this bill up for its final

'

, passage. urge you to contact your Senator by telephone immediately if you
feej that ps legislation would adversely affect your camunit+

-

:_::J
Executive Director
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Comm. from James W

. S¥e , Executave Ihrec-,'/
,/ tor, Mass. Municipal Ass iation Re : the

' /' implications of S-68i, a . ill relative to
"" zoning which has been passed by both the

!

Ma s s . Senate & House of Representatives .
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In City Council,

January 9, 1984
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