@ity of Camhridge

MASSACHUSETTS

OFFICE OF CHIEF OF POLICE

JAMES F. REAGAN

CHIEF OF POLICE

Mr, John H. Corcoran, City Manager

City of Cambridge

City Hall

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 November 19,1973

‘Dear Managers:

I would like to take this opportunity to respond to a communi-
cation of Ms. Diana Baker, which you forwarded to me, dated October
10,1973 regarding an alleged incident which occurred on October 1,
1973 on Garden Street in Cambridge. I was quite concerned with the
allegations made by Ms., Baker and ordered a thorough investigation
be conducted to determine the validity of her charges.

The alleged behavior, as indicated in Ms., Baker's letter, of
Officers Francis Burns and Robert Kenneally appears to deviate from
the long established and maintained performance of these officers,
which has been both professional and superior., Please note that
Officer Burns was recently commended by the Cambridge City Council
for heroism when he dove into the Cha®les River to save a human life.

I believe that the negative actions, described by Ms, Baker in
her letter, are inconsistent with the historical professional and
superior performance of the two officers. Further, statements from
the officers who investigated this complaint substantiates my be-
lief as to the professional integriéty of these officers, Burns and
Kenneally. T

Relative to Court action, the charges in Court were dismgssed.
agabhst Ms, Baker and Court costs of $20,00 imposed, as appears on
docket No. 5121 with notation by the Justice that the " evidence
warrants a finding of guilty".

I strongly feel that, based on the results of the Departmental
investigation and the positive reputation of the officers involved,
there are insufficient grounds to warrant disciplinary action against
Officers Burns and Kenneally.

espectfully gubmitted,

James F, Reagan
JFR/gp Chief of Police




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
MASSACHUSETTS

POLICE DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF
INSPECTIONAL SERVICES

November 2, 1973

To Chief James F. Reagan

From¢ Captain Joseph P. Cusack

Subject:s Diana J. Baker

Sirs

Attached hereto is complete file on
Diana dJ. Baker and recommendations made
by Captains Lawrence Brutti and Joseph

Cusacke

Respectfully submltted,

,é)ffq /f

JoSeply P.” Cusack, Captaln
Bureau of Inspectional Services




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

MASSACHUSETTS

POLICE DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF
INSPECTIONAL SERVICES

November 2, 1973

To¢ Chief James F. Reagan
Froms Captain Joseph P. Cusack

Subject: Diana J. Baker

Sir:s

A meeting was held on Thursday, November
1 at 10:00 PM with Officer F. Burns, Captain
Brutti and Captain Cusack regarding said complaint.

As a result of my investigation, I hereby
recommend that the complaint made by Diana dJ.
Baker be cleared and marked "mot sustained". The
complaints were heard before Judge Lack of the
Third District Court. Cases were dismissed and
Court Costs of $20.00 imposed as shown on copy of
Docket No. 5121 attached herewith, with the no-
tation made by Judge Lack that the evidence war-
rants a finding of "Guilty".

Res ectfully suﬁ;;%ifi
At

Ca ti%ﬁ
Bure of Inspectional Services




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

y

Captain Jooeph Cueack

To Bureau of Ins pectional Services Date “10-29-73
From Captain Lawrence Brutti o Reference
.S“WCQ Letter from Diana J. Bdker- received 10- 17-73

Enclosed are reports from Officer Burns and Kenneally.
| Investigatioh and recommendation made by Lieut. O'Leary. ‘
I believe that the officers were objective in this inc1dent

‘and are guiltless of any wrongdoing.

Rgcommendation: File be cleared and markegy"Not Sustained'
® o ' : ' >\/(7_,(,L5/)/f/;tff’ Q /:O AL Tl:
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ékoerlewce that I thin&.you_should know
viewiof thefcﬁrrent concern W1fh fhe "1mavd‘

a p011CP
1gnoring,th9
end pullpd in front of me,
I was. upset that anyone*should

ﬁAs'a,further nrovocatlon, the offlcorﬁb381d9 the dr1ver turnpd
'around and gave . me a rude look, as if to reinforce the fact that
as ;t wa ﬁa polmce car, IAShould be Jnt1ﬂ1dafed inr fh1s n01nt

81tt1ng npxt to
vjumped out 09 the cary- came over to-

At that - p01nt Mr, Burﬁs _
ne car,".' It was so: ‘biz-

were. blOCkiHS one, frafflc ‘was. b@coming very cOﬁgested !
if T couldnft Dullvmv car.over, His reply was "get in’ the pollce
) ;lthon stopned two Radcliffe: students to: nsk oo

, “I .was not being molested. They: in
asibe;ng.qrres hed, +o wh1ch I could only




. ] ‘hey ‘en;asked Vr._Burns the ‘same ques-—
n, who SPid‘fQ?*fﬁlluTP o 'show my license and' reglsfratlon.ll'
‘This was the. first tine he hnd informed me (even indirectly) of |

he: cnarge, ‘and - as B had. been in': the process of. ‘gettine my license
nd ‘registration: rom my pOCthbOO' ‘at :the time I was arresued,

and. showed it to;hlm‘1n the presence of theqe two witnesses, the
charg was . patenfly e ;

rastindeed hed; grabbed roughlv by.the Arm
by Offlcer kenneely(?), the, offlcer (driving the car, who insisted
on: cnll' g ‘me “deaJ“nln the most: familiar and sarcastlc way, . p&t
into : day wqgon,.drlven to the statlon waere I was booked
ne“telewhon ‘call) (from a pay. phone Wh]lP 3 pollonwonﬁ e
d Iistening) and put 'in'a dirty jail cell for the dura- -
.an. hour and a- half untll fhe ba11 commis- SR

'The next morninv in »ourt,I,was treafed fairly and fhe case was
continued and dlsmlssed However, no reprimand was extended to
either the driver of the pollce car:nor- the arreqtlng officer,
They are’ in no way constralned from continuing this %ind of har-
rassment: and dintimidation of private citizens at their whim, = As 4
a matter of fact, when' coning out of ‘the courthouse, with a bn&-—ﬁ?j

ball?bat”invhand;(hOnestly!) Francis Burns turned to me, . and in
{ my teunted me 1n a threaterlng way._‘~

I have not only been con81derably inoonvenlenced

C ‘ $l4 tow. chnrges for my car (which had “Just been
: ?15;fo tne bail: comm1891oner, 320 court fees, and my
,lawyer s fee. :In’ addlflon, I now have an arrest record and a
very: dlsturblng 1nsight into the calibre of the . Cambridge police

“?department and the’effect thls kind of arbltrary aotlon hqs on
ordlnary”‘ : :

& ] : oocuoled w1th th1s mafter
for at l“astﬂtwo‘hours donday evenlng, prpvenflng hin:from attend-
I¢ 0 serious business of coping with cambridge's ess '
¥y crlme ‘rate, had’ his personﬂl pique v1ndlcated at my con-
81derablé7ex1ense, and, I assume, was awarded a ‘pay honus: for ap- .
| ing. i ,,Is‘thls really how Wlaw and ordér " are 1nfer-‘*w?
“oembridge° | : S k. :

;Whlle I7can wellfapore01ate the humor 1mplicit in thls;pertbcular R
case of over-reaétlon on the part of. the police, I'm afraid the
. wider impllcatlons are serious: indeed.. I h#ve been: urged by sev-
eral-parties to sue for false arrest; however, my. real concern is.
that this. Klnd of v1ndlct1ve,'even v1olous, behavior on the part B
of ‘a: Cambridge ‘police officer is precisely what leads to. the situ-
atlon in“Cambrldge at present where confidence in, and respect

) : a
olice force becomes 1mposeible,_and law and‘order Jarev
held in derision. R o




3rd Dlstrlct Court =Cambr1dge
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@ity of Cambridge
POLICE DEPARTMENT

. Station No._Central
‘ o Cambridge, Mass., .17 QOctober 1973

Lawrence J.: Bm ) ttd

Captain of Police

Sir

E—‘— —_——————neile;cence—ls-made—to a-letter
| datédfm_ﬁct_zs;a:nd_signed~b§a_Qne_Diana_xli._»Baker;ﬂ_
0 1lecti et} e 3 Fola .

At—about5:¢20 PM on 1 Oct 73 while on Patrol on

Lhe—openai.onuas.giﬂng_us_tha;fingen._ﬂ:a_s,tapped_tl
eruiser and askad her several times for her license
‘and_negism:aiion_and_she_mfuaed_m_‘umduge_bgmh.

Lieease-and;aegismaion_upon_the-demand_af_amiﬁm
ed_&llm&ﬁmmuawgmoved i‘rom the sces
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE ‘ |
'INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

"To ' Chie‘f"f&én‘ies . Reagan
Lo Police Department

Date October 25, 1973

i

From °= - . John H. Corcoran Reference

City Manager

)
[}

Subject
Dear Chief Réagéh"_:

I am in receipt of a communication which was forwarded to you
under date of October 10, 1973 from Ms. Diana J. Baker, copy of which is

attached.

(3

, Please let me have all the details in connection with tﬁis case,
& o ;o .
at the earliest practicable time. ‘ ' o .

Very truly yours,

Y \7‘ Q.»ln T

ohn H., Corcoran 3
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MARTIN, MORSE & WYLIE

/\w ATTORNEYS AT LAW

31 MILK STREET

. BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02109
GORDON A. MARTIN AREA CODE 617

STEPHEN R. MORSE ‘ .October 25, 1973 4231233
DAVID A. WYLIE ‘

EDWARD A. GOTTLIEB

James F. Reagan

Chief of Police

Cambridge Police Department
5 Western Avenue

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Chief Reagan:

I have recently received a copy of a letter sent to you by

Diana J. Baker, dated October 10, 1973. If convenient, I

should greatly appreciate knowing the results of whatever invest-
igation you may have made of her complaint.

Very truly yours,
3

NS

DAVID A. WYLIE

pk

o




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE SEPARTMENT
JOHN H. CORCORAN
City Ménager
JAMES L./FARRELL
Assistant City Manager

November 26, 1973
To the Honorable, the City Council,

|
With reference to awaiting repert item relative to an incident

which occurred on October 1, 1973 on Garden Street, I tramsmit herewith
self-explanatory communication from the Chief of Police,,James F, Reagan,
" L. Very truly yours,
John H, Corcoran

City Manager

JHC/mg

Q. --
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| Agenda # 1 Z/ A SQ
‘Relative to an %ggident on Gardent ‘St¥eet

‘on QOctober 1, 1
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In City Council,
-

) '}}‘qovémbe;f 26, 1973
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