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In Citgr Council,

Flay 7, 1962.

THE SPEICIAL CQ1¶MITTEE Qt three members of the cam)ridt'e City Cbuneil
appointed by Flig Honor the Pksy'or, namely, Councillor Hayess Chairman,
and Council1cm Sullivan and Goldberg, to investigate and report back
to the City Cotmcil their fiMings concerning the request of the
Netr$j!p9liuan !Enmsit &atihority for approval by the CitOr of Cembrid,ge

for the remcwal Q£ trackless trolleys on !qas8&chusetts Avenu% between
Harvard Square and North Cambridge

REPORTS, as follows:-
Three meetings were held, and on invitation of Chaimm Daniel Hyes, the
rest cit the members of the City Council were invited to partioipUe in the
fireit meetingg and 8oimj did partioipate. These meetings were held on
April 24, 1962, April 30, 1962 aad & final meeting OIl Play 1, 1962 at
which time a view was taken of the arw to be affected by this requestk
WsicUly this request was for pemisUon to remove trackless tmlleys
from f¢iass

. Aveb , between Harvard 3qjuare and i¶orth Cambridge0 SubsGauentlyg
on April 26, 1962, a communietion was received frcm the FQetropolitaa
TranUt Authority reque8ting pemi$8ion to lengthen the exiating inbound
bus 8top on 14ssaehusetts Avenue at Holyoke Street and fbr permission to
establish a 100 foot bus Uop on the outbound side of Naf3sa(jhusetts Amnue
oppc)s3ite Holyoke Street, This petition was presented as p&rt of the whole
program for the e1iuliRatign of trackless trplleys on k'laElsachu8ett$ Avenue.

Thea Comittee feel6 that the elbiinUion of the8e trackleas trolleys will
result in m inoremed passenger load requiring iiiany mQre buses gnd the
Comittee also feelS thU there is rttab Buffieienti protection again8t the
elements at the proposed bus sto> The Comittee is tinily -convinced thU
the ewmbual solution Qf the transportation problem in this particular area
rests 1r the eventual use of the Urmrd Square Shbway by busebb, whenever
the problest of ventilation and whatever other (ieterrenb3 noi existp Bre
overcome, This however doeEl Rot seem to be in the foregeeable future and
therefore ume8s this or a more feasible plan can ge presented, the

.CoBmittee does not £eo1 that it can approve either petition by the KetrOm
pQlitan Transit Authority.
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However$ during the reconstruction of kkss&chusett8 Avcnue the Ccmmittee
would riot be opposed to whatever temporary a=niggnlent must be made to
take care of the transporUMon of prsons to and Ercm Nceth Cambridge0
'Rte Comittee in its deliberations con8idered the fact tihat the recomtmc- -

tion of Nass&chusetits Avenue and tjhe retention of trackless troileys on
ya8s&chusetts Avenue will entail a oorLBi(igrable expenditure of city funds
but it the opinicm of tho Comittee that this expenditure of money is
justified for the reasan thU it will insure a more ccmforMble tand

eff'icieut tmnsportation oE comuters to and front Harvard S3qu&re to
Che North 'CCaRibridm Carbarns.

The Coimittee there£ore reccmnends that these petitims be reported
1mfavQrably0

" For the Comittee,

/3/ DAI'UEL J. HAYES
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To the' Honorable Cambridge City Council
. City Hall P

Cambridge, Mssachusetts '

, ,

T
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Gentlemen: .

'
I

'

,

.

,

The Metropolitan Transit AutMrity respectfully petitions ,

for permission to lengthen the existing unloading inbound bus stop
on Massachusetts Avenue at HolyQke Street, u'hich now accomodates
two buses', so as to allow three'Quses to unload siinultaneous1µ

,

r
C:''

. ' ' MF '

, The AuthoritQ' also pM?itions for permission to establish
a 100 ft, bus stop and"to, erect' {stanchions rnith signs reading,

' ' UBus Stop m No Parking,
t;t

on the '"Jutbound side of Massachusetts, Avenue
>

opposite Holyoke Street:,(
,

,' i (

·.
' '

.

.,1
.

' , These, petitiOns are necessary' to accommodate the buses
uhich uill opera"je betl¶e"enqNort}i cambridqe and Harvard. Square '
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i requesting permission to leng[hen :

'! inbound bus s"top on P'iass.Ave.at
i-

' Holyoke St. and to erect a 100 foot
'

,
Q.l bus stop on Mass .Ave .opposite

1'
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"
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PARK SQUARE BUILDING . BOSTON i« MASSACHUSETTS

z\pri1 10, 1962 i
4

Mr. john j. Curry
"City Manager

.: Cambridge, Mass.'Yt
"T
,.

Dear Mr. Curry:

For the purpose of resolving the problem of the removal of trackless
trolleys on Massachusetts Avenue between Harvard Square and North
Cambridgc in orciqr that Yhe ciµ of Camkjridge can proceed with the
widening and repaving of Massachusetts Avenue between Porter Square
and North Cambridge, about which you wrote me on March 29, 1962, I
would suggest that the City of Cambridge authorize the Authority to
operate a bus service between the North Cambridge Carhouse and '

Quincy Square, Cambridge, for the period from june 23 to September
8, 1962, only. ,·"

The service between Harvard Square and Watertown and between Harvard"
Square and Waverley would continue to be operated with trackless
trolleys, with these vehicles turning back on Massachusetts Avenue

at the West Portal.'.,

The summer season'is the period of our lightest riding and, in our
opinion, the operation of the above bus service during the two mid-
summer months would add few trips to the number normally operated
through Harvard Square by the Authority during the other months of

.

the'year.

For example, with the spring timetables, which became effective last
Saturday, Aprij 7, the totaj number of buses, inbound and outbound,

that arC being operated through Harvard Square on weekdays, Monday

through Friday, for the "peak" hours are as follows:

7:00 A.M. to 8:00 A.M. 104

8:00 A.M. to 9:00 A.M. 117

4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. 93

5:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. 110 .

0

During the summer of 1962, the operation of the established service
through Harvard Square on weekdays, Monday through Friday, will be

as follows:

i
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Mr., John j. Curry -2- ' 4-10-62

"

From 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 A.M. 81
8:00 A.M. to 9:00 A.M. 87

? 4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. 81
5:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. 93

During the rush hours, the service that we would operate between
North Cambridge and Quincy Square would be at not more frequent
intervals than on a three-minute time during the "peaks" and would
result in not more than 20 additional .r,o,u,n,d, tri2s through Harvard
Square in any rush hour.

with respect to the ventilation about which you write, by means of
the tests which are now in process we shall have determined by mid-
summer whether or not the operation of buses in the Harvard Square
subway is feasible. If the outcome be favorable, then the Authority,
and the cities and towns which comprise it, will have been saved the
substantial expense of unnecessarily relocating trackless trolley
poles along Massachusetts Avenue between Porter Square and North
Cambridge.

May we point out, also, that from the viewpoint of the general move-
ment of all traffic and of the progress of your widening and repaving
project, the operation of buses during this period of construction
would be much more desirable than the continued operation of track-
less trolleys.

If the City of Cambridge looks with favor upon the above proposal,
we'must receive approval thereof very shortly since the Authority
is now in the process of preparing the summer timetables and we

'shall have to know within a few days which service is to be operated -
the above combination of bus and trackless trolley service, or a

continuation of the present trackless trolley service.

Upon receipt oE information,from you that the City Council favors the
operation of buses between North' Cambridge Carhouse,and Quincy Square,
the Authority will then petition the Council for an extension of the
existing bus stop at Harvard Square by at least the length of one bus '

A""""" '" I"

in order to accommodate the Cambridge Ei~ers.
"" mp

m:""

Do you think there is any chance that the widening and repaving pro-
ject will not be started until September? If that were to be the
case, then the present character of service could be continued at
least until then.

Very sincerely yours,

homas . McLe
gµua

Genera anager



V

:

'g

"m'

' ' <1'"/ "P
4!>Ijy' · .J '. X. d

& 1 V

^ r "\ ~'
g '4~

r

I

T

d

+P

H » . ' '
,

( /V

d

0

g

8

P

4
V p

h
q

k - B
Or W

F
T

6

, .
' A, . . . .

-

S

U

t

, . F

.

r

· a k W

.

/

r
.

t
W

m

N .
· 0 · * P

4
P

C

N

¶It

e.
W + 4 eT

b

4

r
J

h

* · · p " kT +

.
.W

q

,

h
4 0 %0 P * e e p' · " *

* e I ^F bF % g ^ - - 4r ' ,m . +
C

'
.

4
W +

Qb

+ d

¶

q

b
T

.
a

.y " 0 0
' t

. . . . - ~ . · · .
P

"+? . .
H

b

0 " ' ' ¶
'

P

I

4
' d'

C * ,

« m - . "" " '
N ~ · 0 + 6 " " T

, V · -·1 "«
T '

>

B
P

t
,

m

4
gb "

HPl

4 0 w 0 · + "
P * G b & ·h

0

rp W
P ¶

1

C g
V P · V b " 0 V

W « Ob 4 ·P

b t '
"

, .

K

4

b a , , 0 K

'
'

J
P

T m * 't , 4
C

F PW

q

"
V

B

d

q

P

4
4 ·m Nh

- 4 +

J K
0

, ,
0

V » ·6 ·r ' · · V - W C 0 0 d · " V * ' " 0 P * -
0

e b

K

d «

" ' a '
t

d

d ' ·
« Db

¶
d

· · w 0 p. w @¶ b . qk- V e a

P

0 , '

f p 6

k
P

d ' I
r

+ *

P

" ' " t e · \1 " V " "
V 't

ik

F r
, h , , . ,

4
e

b
q

I F

Q 4 r ", " 4

" . 0 V W O

. · " · 2 m 0

t

d

W

' aV T

h

W
4

W W

· 7 V h .P

- V
'

V ' 4 / * .
'

. W , . r - - · VP V % &. W
I' J .

P

, . 6· m t '
+ ,

r

F

d
&

D

6
¶

q/
·4 " F

D

.
," " 'P¥

. * , , , ,J dh r C 0" W 4 r ·
m

V

P ¢

',

. a . 0
F

,
T

. F »
V 0

g " ~,P

4

·b ' 0 ,

F

, P " "
P

d" ' " · - - , . I . . . . ,

6
1

-
' P '

r
b

P

,
d

h
· · e

4

0 W . ." , r
D

' t t "
'

jt" ° - t " " · . ' . . . 4 , .
, A ,

1
b" q "U

k

& ibj
T

0 r + 4
V

F

· , #,
'

·L iij ·
t ' P

,

, ' ) t ,h : '"L
.

4
w-l b ¥ "

"
Q ¶

.
4 a + " % 0 " V k ·k· t

- " C H e

'
"

K, " D
4b. ^ I, '

V

F

a
W

+ "
E ,N ~· I

. " - ; "' .eP ^ Y . ¶

" T W - , W
. ~

· t' .A- " · · " * t V .

· " \ ' " 4 ' \ 4,

d
· ' t0

¶
r. 0

LO

+ ' ,
4

0
, * 4 p

4

4b
.

' + ·" " ' 0 e " N
k b

r
q 4 · · F

8

*
W

W 0 L b g 'h
Y

*U

.
B g V - 0.

D
» P

,
" P

w
'

i qt

b * b
d

· ' b

t a " I
P

V "

B

T
T

4[

rm · 6 d 4, 'V
V D

d

W

%

W

' +

b Iqp

0 k *
4 " e

' " ' " ' " N r d, · t . .
' V

P

6

t F

lb

u u
0'i

m ^ m

~1 (µ '"Bn
+

.

. I!:! g \,/ I"! !:! ,|",1 ,), L j),
,"1 1 It 1

. F
,._

4

" IF' 0-J I
'E

, , " 1
I

·' t
,4

t

4.

1 i
.E

I y
'

,' * P , . ¥ e · *

' "
. m

Bdc A '\2 8 ,' ' lldj '
' V

,
V ' ' "

J

u 3 g ] j
,1\ a

t -
6 '

0

+ B "
F

»

,

' t
e

t
+ ¶ · 0

9

P

S

d

" I%

t

C

t · i



,t
E(%,

CITY OF CAMBR DGE
?, jCtj i!

M^SSACHUSETTS JOHN J. CURRY
%';!:"?°$

[:gy EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT '"" "^"^"'"

April 16, 1962

To the Honorable, the City Council:

I transmit herewith co!Dmunication from

Metropolitan Transit Authority re: buses

on Massachusetts Avenue from Harvard Square

to the M. ILA. terminal in North Cambridge
,

P "

..
\

L

"' ' June 23 to September 8, 1962.

cry truly yours,

, /.:. - jdhn j C

JJC/PI _ty er (
!
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convinced that the eventual solution of the transportation problem
in this particular area rests in the eventual Use of the Harvard
Square Subway by buses, whenever the problem of ventilation and
whatever other deterrents now exist; are overcome. This"however

"

does not seem to be in the foreseeable future and therefore unless"
this or a wore feasible plan cari be presented, the Committee does
not feel that it can approve either petition by the Metropolitan
Transit.Authority. "

. m . _=
,!.h'

. I'!owever·; duririg the recojistmction of kkssachusetts Avenue ,

the Comraittee would not bC oppOsed to whatever temporary arrangement
must be made to take care.of the transportation of persons to and
from North Cambridge. The.Committee in its deliberations considered
the fac6 that the reconstruction of Massachusetts Avenue·and the re-tention of trackless trolleys on 14assachusetts Avenue will entail a
considerable expenditUre of city i"unCis but it the opinion of the ,

Committee that this expenditure'of money is justified for the reason
' that it will insure a more comfortable and efficient tr,ansportation

of commuters to and frotn Harvard Square to the.North canbruge ,Carbaims.

The'Cominittee therefore recommends that thes'e cetitions be
reported unfavorably.

,
For the Committee}

^=="""e"" "4$>"

/.
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Citjr of Cambridge

In City Council l'iay 7, i962.

The Special Committee of three members of the
Cambrid e City Council appointed by His Honor the 14ayor namely,
Councii9or Hayes, Chairman, and Councillors Sullivan and Goldberg, to
mukkn investigate and report back to the city Council th-eir findings
concerning the request,of the 14etropolitan Transit Atzthority for ap-
proval by the 'city of Cambridge for the removal of trackless trolleys
on E!assachu,setts Avenue, between Harvard Square and North Cambridge3

,

.

RePorts, as follows:-Three meetings were held, and on invitation of Chairman Daniel Hayes

the rest of the members of the city Council were invited to participate
in the first meeting, and some did participate. These meetings were
held on April 2)+, 1962, iipril 3q, 1962'and a final meeting on May 1,
i962 at which time a view was taken of the area to be affected by this
request. Basically this request was for permission to remove trackless
trolleys from Mass. Ave.3 between Harvard Square and North Cambridge.

Subsequently on April 26g 1962 a communication was received from the

Ntropolitan Transit Authority requesting permission to lengthen the

existing inbound bus stop on Fiassachusetts Avenue at Holyoke Street and

for'permission to estab,lish a 100 foot bus stop on the outboUnd side
of Massachusetts Avenue opposite Fiolyoke Street. This petition was

presented as part of the whole program for the elimination of trackless
trolleys on Massachusetts Avenue.

The Committee feels that the elimination of these trackless
trolleys will result in an increased passenger load requiring many more

buses and the Committee also feels that there is not sufficient protection
against the elements at the proposed bus stop. The Committee is firmly
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