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Dear Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell,

We are writing to express our deep concern about the
proposed acquisition of 75 Sparks Street by tk2 Cambridge
2en Buddhist Association. We understand that the property
is to be used for a meditation center (involving morning
services with'chanting), as a library for graduate students,
and for occasional weddings. We have also been informed
that there are no present plans for communal living or to
alter the structure of the building, and that the Directors
of the Association are responsible older people in the Cambrldge
community. .

'
!

While we can sympathize with your desire to6 find a
permanent base for your group, we are very much opposed. to the
trend towards institutional ownership of homes in what have
historically been residential areas. This trend poses a very
real threat to the sense of nelghborhood in the surrounding
area, and almost inevitably is accompanied by increased traffic,
parking and noise problems. We are also concerned -about possible
future uses of the building, particularly if there should be a
change in the character of the Board of Directors.

All of us regard this part of Cambrldge as a very special
place, in part' Because it has largely succeeded in retaining its
residential character, and, consequently,"its links with the

. past. We are sure-you share this regard, and sincerely hope

that you will .reconsider your dec¢ision.
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Dear Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell,

We are writing to express our deep concern about the
proposed acquisition of 75 Sparks Street by the Cambridge
Zen Buddhist Association. We understand that the property
is to be used for a meditation .center (involving morning
services with chanting), as a library for graduate students,
and for occasional weddings. We have also been informed
that there are no present plans for communal living or to
alter the structure of the building, and that the Directors
of the Association are responsible older people in the Cambridge
community. ‘ .

While we can sympathize with your desire. to find a
permanent base for your group, we are very much opposed to the
trend towards institutional ownership of homes in what have
historically been residential areas. This trend poses a very
real threat to the sense of neighborhood in. the surrounding
area, and almost inevitably is accompanied by increased traffic,
parking and noise problems. We are also concerned about possible
future uses of the building, particularly if there should be a
change in the character of the Board of Directors.

All of us regard this part of Cambridge as a very special
Place, in part because it has largely succeeded in retaining its
residential character, and, consequently, its links with the
past. We are sure you share this regard, and sincerely hope
that you will reconsider your decision.
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. May 26, 1979 -

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell,

We ‘are writing to express our deep concern about the -
proposed acquisition of 75 Sparks Street by the Cambridge
Zen Buddhist Association. We understand that the property
is to be used for a meditation center (involving morning
services with chanting), as a library for graduate students,
and for occasional weddings. We have alsoc been informed
that there are no present plans for communal living or to
alter the structure of the building, and that the Directors
of the Association are responsible older people in the Cambridge
community. - o , ' o

While we can sympathize with your desire t6 find a
permanent base for your group, we are very much opposed to the
trend towards institutional ownership of homes in what have
historically been residential areas. This trend poses a very
real threat to the sense of neighborhood in the surrounding
area, and almost inevitably is accompanied -by increased traffic,
parking and noise problems. We are also concerned about possible
future uses of the building, particularly if there should be a
change in the character of the Board of Directors.

All of us regard this part of Cambridge as a very special
place, in part because it has largely succeeded in retaining its
residential character, and, consequently, its links with the
past. We are sure you share this regard, and sincerely hope
that you will reconsider your decision. ' :
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¢ May 26, 1979 -

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell,

We are writing to express our deep concern about the
proposed acquisition of 75 Sparks Street by the Cambridge
Zen Buddhist Association. We understand that the property
is to be used for a meditation center (involving morning
services with chanting), as a library for graduate students,
and for occasional weddings. We have also been informed
that there are no present plans for communal living or to
alter the structure of the building, and that the Directors
of the Association are responsible older people in the Cambridge
community. o ' : '
While we can sympathize with your desire tb find a
permanent base for your group, we are very much opposed to the
trend towards institutional ownership of homes in what have
historically been residential areas. This trend poses a very
real threat to the sense of neighborhood in the surrounding
area, and almost inevitably is accompanied by increased traffic,
parking and noise problems. We are also concerned about possible
future uses of the building, particularly if there should be a
change in the character of the Board of Directors.

All of us regard this part of Cambridge as a very special
place, in part because it has largely succeeded in retaining its
residential character, and, consequently, its links with the
past. We are sure you share this regard, and sincerely hope
that you will reconsider your decision.
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Dear Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell,

We are writing to express our deep concern about the
proposed acquisition of 75 Sparks Street by the Cambridge
Zen Buddhist Association. We understand that the property
is to be used for a meditation center (involving morning
services with chanting), as a library for graduate students,
and for occasional weddings. We have also been informed

- that there are no present plans for communal living or to
alter the structure of the building, and that the Directors
of the Association are responsible older people in the Cambridge
community. N ' ‘ . '

While we can sympathize with your desire to find a
permanent base for your group, we are very much opposed to the
trend towards institutional ownership of homes in what have
historically been residential areas. This trend poses a very
real threat to the sense of neighborhood in the surrounding
area, and almost inevitably is accompanied by increased traffic,
parking and noise problems. We are also concerned about possible
future uses of the building, particularly if there should be a
change in the character of the Board of Directors.

All of us regard this part of Cambridge as a very special
place, in part because it has largely succeeded in retaining its
residential character, and, consequently, its links with the
past. We are sure you share this regard, and sincerely hope
that you will reconsider your decision.
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L e May 26, 1979 :

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell,

We are writing to express our deep concern about the
proposed acquisition of 75 Sparks Street by the Cambridge
Zen Buddhist. Association. We understand that the property
. is to be used for a meditation center (involving morning
" services with chanting), as a library for graduate students,
and for occasional weddings. We have also been informed
that there are no present plans for communal living or to
alter the structure of the building, and that the Directors
of the Association are responsible older people in the Cambridge
community. - )

While we can sympathize with your desire td6 find a
permanent base for your group, we are very much opposed to the
trend towards institutional ownership of homes in what have
historically been residential areas. This trend poses a very
real threat to the sense of neighborhood in the surrounding
area, and almost inevitably is accompanied by increased traffic,
parking and noise problems. We are also concerned about possible
future uses of the building, particularly if there should be a
change in the character of the Board of Directors. '

All of us regard this part of Cambridge as a very special
place, in part because it has largely succeeded in retaining its
residential character, and, consequently, its links with the
‘past. We are sure you share this regard, and sincerely hope
that you will reconsider your decision.
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' May 26, 1979..
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Dear Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell,

We are writing to express our deep concern about the
proposed acquisition of 75 Sparks Street by the Cambridge
Zen Buddhist Association. We understand that the property
is to be used for a meditation center (involving morning -
services with chanting), as a library for graduate students,
and for occasional weddings. We have also been informed
that there are no present pPlans for communal living or to
alter the structure of the building, and that the Directors
of the Association are responsible older people in the Cambridge
community. - "
While we can sympathize with your desire £6 find a
permanent base for your group, we are very much opposed to the
trend towards institutional ownership of homes in what have
historically been residential areas. This trend poses a very
real threat to the sense of neighborhood in the surrounding .
area, and almost inevitably is accompanied by increased traffic,
‘parking and noise problems. We are also concerned about possible
future uses of the building, particularly if there should be a
change in the character of the Board of Directors.

all of us regard this parf of Cambridge as a very special
place, in part because it has largely succeeded in retaining its
residential character, and, consequently, its links with the

past. We are sure you share this regard, and sincerely hope
that you will reconsider your decision.
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May 22, 1979

' . .

Dear Neighbor:

We have tried to reach you by phone. We want you to know the facts
about a very important impending purchase of the 75 Sparks Street property.

The property i{s to be purchased by the Cambridge Zen Buddhist Association
to be used for the present as a Meditation Center 'at least.two mornings a week
(10 minutes of chanting at the end of each meeting), a library for graduate
students and occasional weddings. There will be no communal living--a
caretaker will live in the house. There is no present plan to alter the
character of the building. While the Directors and Officers of the Association
are responsible older people in the Cambridge community, e.g. Mre. and Mrs.

John Mitchell at 126 Brattle--Mr. Mitchell is treasurer, our concerns about
the sale are the following:

(1) the continuing erosion of the reﬁidgntial area by institutional users
(2) parking and noise problems

*(3) the future uses of the building--once there is an institutional owner of
the property we have no guarantee that the future control of the Associa-
tion will remain in well intentioned and responsible hands.

A meeting will be held at 8 p.m. Wednesday, May 23, at the home of Joanna
and Hal Scott at 11 Highland Street to discuss the neighborhood concerns and
possible courses of action. If you have any questions please call Joanna
Scott at 354-6549 or Margaret Mannheim at $61-0062, We and others are deeply
concerned about this sale. We would like to know your feelings and suggestions
about how to deal with this matter. We hope you can attend.

Jeaz;:( . Sc/o:’t/fl_‘ 0/}},) /l’ b

Hal S. Scott

7/2.1(.’.7/44&:4«_ l/\_,o ‘}J/"‘\A'\

Margaret D. Mannheim
Merci A 7HauL4L~u_.
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RICHARD B. GAMBLE
72 SPARKS STREET
' CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138

\\ .
~N

T May 29, 1979

Dearer. and Mrs. Mitchell,

As Sparks Street residents we have become
involved in a series of discussions concerning the
purchase of 75 Sparks Street for institutional use,
We are concerned about the purchase and wanted to

" share our concern with you,

Cambridge is a city which experiences extra-
ordinary pressures between institutionalland
residential demands, The neighborhoods are fragile
because of that Pressure and the willingness of

. families to purchase property in Cambridge is in

constant jeopardy because of the delicate balance

"between institutional and residential use,

The Sparks Street area already is home for two
large institutions ang our street is a major traffic
through street, especially during morning rush hour,
We firmly‘believe that it is in the best interests

families who live in thenm and use them for non-
institutional purposes., It is quite frankly partially
& selfish interest, but it is also an interest we
believe is grounded in the eonviction that Cambridge
residential nieghborhoods should be protected in the
best interests of the community,

We understand a reasonable offer from a family
is available. We hope you will withdraw your offer
to purchase for institutional use so that the
residential character of the area will not be .
further affected, - : :

'.Sincerely yburs. )
P yan
, ] | &?.
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g | May 26, 1979 -

Dear Mr, ahd_Mrs. Mitchell,.

A We are writing to express our deep concern about the
proposed acquisition of 75 Sparks Street by the Cambridge
Zen Buddhist Association. We understand that the property
is to be used for a meditation center (involving morning
services with chanting), as a library for graduate students,
and for occasional weddings. We have also been informed
that there are no present plans for communal living or to
alter the structure of the building, and that the Directors

of the Association are responsible older people in" the Cambridge
community. g : A

While we can sympathize with your desire to find a
permanent base for your group, we are very much opposed to the
trend towards institutional ownership of homes in what have
historically been residential areas. This trend poses a very
real threat to the sense of neighborhood in the surrounding _
area, and almost inevitably is accompanied by increased traffic,
parking and noise problems. We are also concerned about possible
future uses of the building, particularly if there should be a
change in the character of the Board of Directors.

All of us regard this part of Cambridge as a very special
place, in part because it has largely succeeded in retaining its
residential character, and, consequently, its links with the
past. We are sure you share this regard, and sincerely hope
that you will reconsider your decision.
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CCM-101

@ity of Cambridge

IN CITY COUNCIL
June 4, 1979

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR FRISOLI

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS :

ORDERED:

ORDERED:
ORDERED:

ORDERED:

Councillor Crane has requested to be recorded in the negative.

75 Sparks Street. in Cambridge is about to go off the tax
rolls due to its purchase by a tax exempt institution; and

‘It is against the overall plan of the City of Cambridge for -

development and protection of our neighborhoods to allow tax
producing property to be converted to tax exempt property;
and

The proposed use of 75 Sparks Street is inconsistent with the
character of the neighborhood and threatens to take another
parcel of tax producing property off the tax rolls while
violating existing zoning regulations; therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to instruct
the City Solcitor not tovapprove this location for any real
estate tax exempt status and to further instruct our City
Building Inspectors not  -to issue any certificate of occupancy
for this location until the city reassesses its land use
policies and all building and zoning laws are complied with;

.and be it further

Thét the Dante Aleghri Society be exempt from the aforesaid
moratorium; and be it further

That the Riverside, Cambridgeport and Mid-Cambridge areas all
be included in.the moratorium; and be it further : -

That the Harvard/Brattle Square area be included in the mora-
torium as outlined in this order.

In City Council June 4, 1979
Adopted by .the affirmative vote of 7 members.
Attest: Paul E. Healy, City Clerk

A true copy, ;
ATTEST: :-
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Loy gf;)ES\ Order #28
. é/

b. Duehay . and C. Frisoli re: purchase of 75
Sparks St. by a tax exempt institution..

\

- _ In City Council,
June 4, 1979

' COUNCILLOR CRANE HAS REQUESTED TO BE RECORDED!
IN THE NEGATIVE. !

(o Popeir bbwesors
By £ fpfeer
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