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Senate district came to this country from somewhere else. . |
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paid taxes and served in the U.S. military. Having paid
into the system, they have the same right citizens do to
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Furthermore, it is simply despicable to attempt to bal-
- ance the federal budget (more than half the savings in the
welfare legislation come from cuts in food stamps) on the
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them prior to the passage of the welfare legislation. ;
On the state level, we need to suppartiegislation, which
has already passed the Massachusetts Sénate, to provide
altemative benefits programs for immigrants, as well as a |
proposed food voucher program. Finally, we'need to sup- -
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I believe that our party should be in the vanguard of
efforts to protect immigremits, and should play a role in
educafing other Americans — who may not be tucky
enough to live in districts as diverse as mine — about the
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Staté Sen. Warsen E. Tolman (D-Watertown)
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The Honorable The City Council
c/o Margaret Drury, City Clerk
City of Cambridge

Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Councillors:

Thank you for forwarding to me two resolutions passed by the Cambridgq:"@ity Council. Both
resolutions—one concerning aid for legal immigrants, the other employment and training
opportunities for TAFDC recipients—have to do with issues which have been of great concern to me.

About 20% of the residents of my Senate district are immigrants. Funding for aid for legal
immigrants who are losing SSI and food stamp assistance was one of my priorities.in this year’s
budget, and I am happy to report that the final FY98 budget includes funding for these items. I was
pleased to receive notice of the City Council’s resolution expressing appreciation for the Cambridge
delegation’s work on this issue. I am also enclosing a copy of a letter I wrote to the Democratic State
Platform Committee which was reprinted in the Tab. S

[ strongly supported the budget amendment to allow recipients to count education and training
~ hours towards the 20 hour community service requirement. It is clear to me that TAFDC recipients
will not be able to find jobs which allow them to leave welfare—the ostensible goal of welfare
reform—without marketable skills. Acquisition of such skills requires adequate training and I firmly -
believe that time spent in training should be counted towards work requirement hours. I was
disappointed that this amendment was not allowed to come up for a roll call vote during the Senate’s
budget debate, and I hope that it will be included in the final version of the budget.

Thank you again for forwarding these resolutions to me.

5 " .. Sincely, -
Warren E. Tolrhah

cc: City Councillors
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Consent Communications #%16 S— 47&-/
Communication was received from Senator
Warren E. Tolman, transmitting his
appreciation for the two resolutions adopted-
by the City Council regarding aid for legal
immigrants, and employment and training
opportunities for TAFDC recipients.

In City Council August 4, 1997
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