HOUSE . .. .. . . No.6549

The Commontwealth of Magsachusetts

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, September 19, 1977.
The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred the Bill
to regulate motorcycle sound emission levels (House, No. 5956), report
recommending that the bill be amended by substitution of a bill with
the same title (House, No. 6549).
For the committee,

DENNIS J. DUFFIN.
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The Commontwealth of ﬂassm_)usctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

AN ACT TO REGULATE MOTORCYCLE SOUND EMISSION LEVELS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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SECTION 1. Chapter 90B of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after Section 24 the following new
sections: —

Section 24A. The following words used in this section 24A
through 24H inclusive unless the context otherwise requires shall
have the following meanings.

“A-weighted Sound Level” means the sound level in decibels as
measured on a sound level meter using the A-weighting network.
The level is designated dB (A) or dBA.

“Decibel (dB)” means a unit for measuring the volume of a
sound, equal to 20 times the logarithm to the base 10 of the ratio of
the pressure of the sound measured to the reference pressure;
which is 20 mic ropascals (20 micronewtons per square meter).

“Motorcycle” means any motor vehicle having a seat or saddle
for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not more than
three wheels in contact with the ground, including any bicycle with
a motor or driving wheel attached, except a tractor or a motor
vehicle designed for carrying golf clubs and not more than four
persons, an industrial three-wheel truck, or a motor vehicle on
which the operator and passengers ride within an enclosed cab.

“Muffler” means a device for abating the sound of escaping
gases of an internal combustion engine.

“Person” means any individual, association, partnership, or
corporation, and includes any officer, employee, department,
agency or instrumentality of the commonwealth or any political
subdivision of the commonwealth.

“Registrar” means the registrar of motor vehicles.

“Sound Level” means the weighted sound pressure level
obtained by the use of a sound level meter and frequency weighting
network, such as A, B or C as specified in American National
Standards Institute specifications for sound level meters (ANSI S
1.4-1971, or the latest approved revision thereof). If the frequency
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weighted emploved is not indicated, the A-weighting shall apply.

Section 24 B. No person shall sell, offer for sale, or lease any new
motorcycle that produces a maximum sound level exceeding the
limits set forth in the following paragraph when measured at a
distance of 50 feet from the center of the lane of travel under the
test procedures established under section 24C of this chapter.

Motorcycles manufactured after January first, 1977, and before
December thirty-first, 1980, shall not exceed a maximum sound
level limit of eighty-three dba, motorcycles manufactured after
December thirty-first, 1980 and before December thirty-first,
1985, shall not exceed a maximum sound limit of 80 DBA,
motorcycles manufactured after December thirty-first, 1985, and
before December thirty-first, 1990, shall not exceed a maximum
sound limit of seventy-five DBA.

This section shall apply to motorcycles intended for use on the
highways of the commonwealth and registered under the
provisions of section two of chapter 90 of the General Laws.
Motorcycles intended for off-highway use and registered under the
provisions of section 22 of chapter 90B may exceed the decibel
limits established above by no more than three decibels. This
section shall not apply to a motorcycle commonly known as a
motorcrosser or a flat tracker and other competition models used
solely in professional or amateur sanctioned competitive sports
events, the registration of which is not required by law.

Section 24C. The test procedures for determining new
motorcycle compliance with the provisions of this act shall be
established by the Registrar in substantial conformance with
applicable standards and recommended practices established by
the Society of Automobile Engineers, Inc., test procedure SAE J-
331a. The instrumentation requirements and specifications for
sound level meters for the measurement of motorcycle sound levels
shall be established by the registrar in substantial conformance
with applicable standards established by the American National
Standards Institute, Inc., ANSI S1.4-1971.

Section 24 D. No manufacturer, distributor or importer shall sell
or offer for sale in the commonwealth any motorcycle manufac-
tured alter July first, 1978, unless he has filed with the registrar a
written certification that the specific make, model, and description
of the motorcycle described therein complies with the re-
quirements of this chapter and the regulations promulgated
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hereunder. Said certification shall be in the form of a certified letter
to the registrar signed by a person. The registrar shall compile lists
of all motorcycles certified by the manufacturers, distributors, or
importers to be in compliance with the requirements of this chapter
and the regulations promulgated hereunder. Said lists shall be
distributed to the several registry offices throughout the Com-
monwealth and the Division of Marine and Recreational Vehicles.
Said lists shall also be distributed to wholesale and retail
establishments offering motorcycles for sale within the Com-
monwealth.

(a) One such list shall specify all makes and models of
motorcycles that have been certified by the manufacturers,
distributors or importers to be in conformance with the sound
emission specifications provided in section 24B of this chapter for
motorcycles intended for use upon the public ways of the
commonwealth and registered under the provisions of section 2 of
chapter 90 of the General Laws.

(b) One such list shall specify all makes and models of
motorcycles that have been certified by the manufacturers,
distributors, or importers to be in conformance with the sound
emission specifications provided in section 24B of this chapter for
motorcycles intended for off-highway use and registered under the
provisions of section 22 of this chapter.

(c) One such list shall specify all makes and models of
competition motorcycles commonly known as motorcrossers or
flat trackers manufactured for use in professional or amateur
sanctioned competitive sports events, and not intended to be
registered under the provisions of section 2 of chapter 90 or section
22 of this chapter.

No motorcycle shall be registered under the provisions of section
2 of chapter 90 of the General Laws for use upon the public ways of
the Commonwealth unless it appears on the list provided by
paragraph (a) of this section.

No motorcycle shall be registered under the provisions of section
22 of this chapter unless it appears on the list provided by
paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) of this section.

No motorcycle shall be registered in the commonwealth if it
appears ona list provided by paragraph (c) of this section, or unless
it is determined by the registrar that all sound level and equipment
requirements for registration are complied with.
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Section 24E. No person shall modify the exhaust system of a
motorcycle manufactured after July first, 1978, in a manner which
will amplify or increase the noise emitted by the motor of such
motorcycle above that level established under section two of this
act. No person shall operate a motorcycle with an exhaust system
so modified on any public or private way in the commonwealth.
No person shall sell or offer for sale for use as part of the equipment
of a motorcycle any new exhaust muffler, intake muffler or other
noise abatement device which, when installed, will increase the
emitted sound level of the vehicle above those new motorcycle
sound levels established under section 24B of this chapter.

Section 24 F. The manufacturers of motorcycles and motorcycle
accessories shall, prior to the sale or offering for sale of any new
motorcycle exhaust system or part thereof, including, but not
limited to, a muffler, certify in each catalog or similar listing they
issue that the exhaust system or parts listed for sale in
Massachusetts comply with section 24E of this chapter and the
regulations promulgated by the registrar hereunder. The catalogs
or listings shall specify the vehicle models for which the items are
certified.

If the exhaust system manufacturer, supplier, or seller has no
catalog or similar listing, or if the part becomes available after
printing of the listing, the certification may be printed or otherwise
labeled on the part or on the container in which the part is sold, or
certifications shall specify the vehicle models for which the part is
certified. If a catalog or other listing was issued before July 1, 1979,
the certification may be on a form attached to the catalog or listing,
identifying the particular listing to which it refers and specifying
the systems or parts that are not certified. Noncertified systems
may be shown, but they must be clearly represented as not being
legal for use on highways in Massachusetts.

A complete exhaust system shall be certified as an assembly.
Parts of exhaust systems shall be certified when tested with the
remaining parts of the vehicle manufacturer’s original equipment
or an exhaust manufacturer’s certified replacement system
determined by the registrar to be in compliance with the
requirements of this chapter. Mufflers, resonators, chambered
pipes, flare tips, taper tips, and other sound-modifying parts shall
be certified for at least one engine modification for which it is
designed by the manufacturer of the special exhaust system.
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Each initial certification by an exhaust system or parts
manufacturer shall be accompanied by reports of the sound output
of one or more typical systems by him.

One report shall fully describe the test procedure and contain
data on the sound measurements of at least one typical exhaust
system. A second report shall describe the method used by the
manufacturer to certify untested systems on the basis of
comparison with tested systems and shall contain an engineering
evaluation to justify the certification of at least one typical exhaust
system. This section shall become effective July first, 1979, and
shall apply to exhaust systems manufactured on or after that date.
The registrar may request the certifying agent to submit test
reports or data demonstrating compliance. The registrar shall
make such a request by certified mail.

If the test reports are not received by the registrar within sixty
days of the date of the request, he shall consider that such new
motorcycles or exhaust system or part thereof does not comply
with the provisions of this act or the regulations made hereunder. If
a manufacturer, distributor or importer submits a written request
setting forth good reason for an extension the registrar may grant
additional time for response.

After review of the data requested or after tests conducted by the
registrar or his designees pursuant to section 24C of this chapter,
the registrar may give notice of accusation to a manufacturer,
distributor or importer that he intends to retract the certification
on the basis that said certified product fails to comply with the
provisions of this act or the regulations promulgated by the
registrar hereunder, the notice of accusation shall set forth in
particularity those areas in which the new motorcycle or exhaust
system or parts thereof fail to comply with this act.

Section 24H. The registrar shall adopt regulations establishing
test procedures and instrumentation to be utilized for measuring
sound levels of in-use vehicles. Such regulations shall include site
criteria and moving and stationary vehicle measurement
procedures and shall take into consideration accepted scientific
and professional methods for the measurement of vehicular sound
levels. The measurement procedures may include adjustment
factors to be applied to the noise limit for measurement distances
of other than 50 feet from the center of the lane of travel and shall
allow to the extent feasible sound level measurement and

e
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enforcement action to be accomplished in reasonably confined
areas such as residential areas of urban cities.

This section shall apply to the total noise from a motorcycle and
shall not be construed as limiting or precluding the enforcement of
any other provisions of law relating to motorcycle exhaust noise.

No person shall have a cause of action relating to the provisions
of this section against a manufacturer of a motorcycle or a compo-
nent part thereof on a theory based upon breach of an express or
implied warranty unless it is alleged and proved that such
manufacturer did not comply with those noise limit standards
applicable to manufacturers and in effect at the time such
motorcycle or component part was sold for purposes other than
resale. _

No person shall operate a motorcycle intended for use on the
highways of the Commonwealth and registered under the
provisions of section two of chapter 90 of the General Laws atany
time or under any condition of grade, load, acceleration or
deceleration in such a manner as to exceed eighty-two decibels
when operated at forty-five miles per hour or less, or in such a
manner as to exceed eighty-six decibels when operated at forty-six
miles per hour or more. No person shall operate a motorcycle
intended for use off the highways of the Commonwealth and
registered under the provisions of section twenty-two of chapter
90B of the General Laws at any time or under any condition of
grade, load, acceleration or deceleration in such a manner as to
exceed eighty-five decibels when operated at forty-five miles an
hour or less or in such a manner as to exceed eighty-eight decibels
when operated at forty-six miles per hour or more.

The noise limits established by this section shall be based on a
distance of 50 feet from the center of the lane of travel within the
speed limit specified in this section. The Registrar may provide for
measuring at distances closer than 50 feet from the center of the
lane of travel. In such a case, the measuring devices shall be so
calibrated as to provide for measurements equivalent to the noise
limit established by this section measured at 50 feet.

The registrar shall adopt regulations pursuant to the provisions
of chapter 30A establishing the test procedures and instrumenta-
tion to be utilized. These procedures shall allow, to the extent.
feasible, noise measurement and enforcement action to be



A - e e .. <
. ) N .4§;

232
233’
234
235
236
237

1:

3

HOUSE — No. 6549  [September;1977]

accomplished in reasonable confined areas such as residential
areas of urban cities.

This section applies to the total noise from a motorcycle and
shall not be construed as limiting or precluding the enforcement of
any other provisions of this chapter or chapter 90, relating to
exhaust noise:

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect on July 1, 1978.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.



u}nam FURNITURE LEASING COMPANY, INC.

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

614 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
617-354-3358

SHOWROOMS

614 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
617-354-3358

287 Great Road
Acton, Mass. 01720
1-263-8785

Borough’s Plaza, Route 20
Marlboro, Mass. 01752
1-481-7711

1280 Oaklawn Avenue
Cranston, Rhode Island 02910
1-401-739-9360

447 Wethersfield Avenue
Hartford, Conn. 0€114
1-203-249-4015

23 Daniel Street
Milford, Conn. 06460
1-203-877-2791
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Member

“WE RENT FINE FURNITURE"

October 22, 1977

City Clerk
City Hall
Cambridge, Mass. 02139

Dear Mr. Healy:

RE: House Bill 6549

A Bill To Requlate Motorcycle Sound Emmission Levels

I would appreciate your submitting to the City Council a request for
support of House Bill #6549, now in the Legislature, which is a bill
"to regulate motorcycle sound emmission levels".

The use of motorciﬁles is becoming more popular partially bec;!!e of
the economy of operation. Since there is no need for high sound
levels by the use of motorcycles, this bill is intended only to limit
the unnecessary noise, which is nerve-wracking, frightening, and so
unnecessary. ’

I trust that all of the members of the Cambridge City Council will
support the bill, and I would appreciate its' being submitted for
a vote of approval at the earliest possible moment.

s 'Barron, Chairman

Committee

CFB/fs =€
-~ .Crime
C:f/ Cambridge Chamber of Commerce

cc: Mr, Waiter Sullivan
Mr. Robert Austin

P.S. I am enclosing herewith a copy of said proposed bill.

Furniture Rental Association of America
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Comm. from Carl F. Barron of the Cambridge
Chamber of Commerce, requesting the support
of the City Council for H.B. 6549, a Bill to
Regulate Motorcycle Sound Emmission Levels.

- @/4«%0 o

,'/. 'y

e W:/A& -

In City Council,
Oct. 31, 1977
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