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City of Boston
Office of Law Department
14 Beacon St.

April 25th.1895.

To the Commissioners of the Harvard Bridge,
Gentlemen:

Your communication of the 24th.inst.,uas
received,enclosing the copy of an order passed by the Common Council
of the Gity of Cambridge,April 16th.1895. By chapter 155,0f the acts
of the year 1882,as amended by subsequeﬁt acts,the bridde is made a
public highway,and the expense of maintaining in repair the part which
liestbetween the harbor lines was to be borne egqually by Cambridge‘and
Bosto n. Thé care and management of the bridge and draw is vested in
the board‘of compissioners,consisting of one person from each city.

In my opihion the bridge is a public highway and the Commissionezs have
the same authority over it that cities and towns have over highways
within their limits. Highways are to be kept by the officers in charge
of the same reasonably safe and convenient for travellers whether on
foot or in vehicles by day or by night,and anything in the highway which
interferes with the safety or convenience of travellers is a nuisance,
unless it has been specially authorized by some legislative enactment.
Public officers having charge of a highway cannct drant to private in-
dividuals aﬁy;ekclusive privileges in a highway,unless they have been
\expressly authorized so to do by some act of the legislature. They can

authorize things in the highway which are for the use of the publie,



unless the existence of such thinggso interferes with the safety and

convenience of travellers as to make them a nuisance. It follows,there=

fore, that if seats on the promenade of Harvard bridde can be provided for
the publiclin a manner which does not interfere with the safety and con-

venience of travellers walking on the sidewalk,your board can authorize
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them. If,however,they cannot be placed outside of the line of travel in
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such places as do not interfere with the safety and convenience of trav-
ellers using the sidewalk,then your board cannot authorize thenm.
Yours truly,

S cns 1) 1T 7o

: City Solicitor.



IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN

CONCURRED.

Attest :






