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IN CITY COUNCIL

May 19, 1997

MAYOR RUSSELL
VICE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLORDAVIS
COUNCILLORDUEHAY
COUNCILLORGALLUCCIO
COUNCILLORREEVES
COUNCILLORSULLIVAN
COUNCILLORTOOMEY
COUNCILLORTRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS: The tot lot at Longfellow School is not scheduled for re-design until the next
fiscal year; and

WHEREAS: Some of the equipment (as shown in the attached pictures) is unsafe and has been
boarded up along with various other items; and

WHEREAS: The attached petition from the Longfellow School, which is signed by ,both

parents and students, list their concerns; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the proper person to
look at conditions at this playground with the view in mind of making the

necessary repairs as soon as possible to provide a safe play area in this
schoolyard; and De it fiirther

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report back to the City
Council on this matter.

In City Council May 19, 1997
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy; x9· )y)"T"" E)

ATTEST,-
^77

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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H.W. Longfellow School 359 Broadway, Cambridge, Massachusetts02139

MARGARITAOTERO-ALVAREZ (617) 349-6875

PRINCIPAL

MARY EICH
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

April 27, 1997

Dear City Council Members,

We the staff, parents and community of the Longfellow are writing this letter in

concern for the children who use our playgrounds. The condition of the playground
on Antrim and Fayette Streets is deplorable. Following are a list of our concerns.

Antrim St.
A. Rotting and splintering wood.
B. Dangerous wooden barriers placed on bridge, (children continue to climb over and
under these, creating more of a hazard.)
C. Bouncing platforms are very rotted and hardly used.
D. Splinters are removed by school nurse, approximately 5 victims a day.
Kindergarten teachers have sent home girls wearing tights with more than 50 small
splinters in a thigh.
E. 80 Kindergarten students and in addition preschoolers and neighborhood children
use ttiC areas each day.
Fayette St.
A. The ground is either a mud pit or dust bowl, children play in the large dirt area
gettinl? jiands and clothing filthy as there is nothing else to play or climb on.
f3,.,. The struqture is small and lost half of its use when the tire swing created a hazard
and wU removed.
e., The:woo¢i is also rotting and is splintering.

' M"!

Pictures
say a thousand words, so we have enclosed photos of the Antrim St.

park. We are hoping these problems can be corrected over the summer break. We
know the safety of our children is as important to you as it is to us.

Thank You,

The Longfellow Community,

The Cambridge School Department is an equal opportunity/a)girmatiueaction employer.
.
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'"H.W. Longfellow School 359 Broadway, Cambridge, Massachusetts02139

MARGARITAOTERO-ALVAREZ (617) 349-6875

PRINCIPAL

MARY EICH
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

April 27, 1997

Dear City Council Members,

We the staff, parents and community of the Longfellow are writing this letter in

concern for the children who use our playgrounds. -The condition of the playground

on Antrim and Fayette Streets are deplorable. Following are a list of our concerns.

Antrim St.
A. Rotting and splinteringwood.
B. Dangerous wooden barriers placed up on bridge, (children continue to climb over
and underthese, creating more of a hazard.)

C. Bouncing platforms are very rotted and hardly used.

D. Splinters are removed by school nurse, approximately 5 victims a day.

Kindergarten teachers have sent home girls wearing tights home with more than 50

small splinters in a thigh.
E. 80 Kindergarten students and in addition preschoolers and neighborhood children

use the areas each day.

Fayette St.
A. The ground is either a mud pit or dust bowl, children play in the large dirt area

getting hands and clothing filthy as there is nothing else to play or climb on.

B. The structure is small and lost half of its use when the tire swing created a hazard

and was removed.
C. The wood is also rotting and is splintering.

Pictures say a thousand words, so we have enclosed photos of the Antrim St.

park. We are hoping these problems can be corrected over the summer break. We

know the safety of our children is as important to you as it is to us.

7Ai c4ES
_

Thank You,

The Longfellow Community,

==
'

cr-' k'uj
n——m

The C(lnlbrl(iµ' School Dt'l'(lrtnteilt is an equal ('pportunlt!//a*rmatii't'actton employer.
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IN CITY COUNCIL
/

May 19, 1997

MAYOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS: The tot lot at Lougfellow School is not scheduled for re-design until the next
fiscal year; and

WHEREAS: Some of the equipment (as shown in the attached pictures) is unsafe and has been
boarded up along with various other items; and

' -." 'i

WHEREAS: The attached petition from the Longfellow School, which is signed by both '

parents and students, list their concerns; now therefore be it ""

.

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the proper person¥to
look at conditions at this playground with the view in mind of making the

necessary repairs as soon as possible to provide a safe play area in this
schoolyard; and be it further

b

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report back to the City
Council on this matter.



" Consent Order #76 (gS:b"
2/111-3Dg

Mayor Russell re: Necessary repairs
to the tot lot at the Longfellow
School to provide a safe play area
in this schoolyard.

" " % "'

In City Council May 19, 1997

ORDER Aije::mj
:?




