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Memo to: Cit

From: David
William

In response to the March 26 Council order concerning the
nonconformance provisions of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance,
Staff Members of both the Community Development and Building
Depeartments and Vice Chairperson of the Board of Zoning Appeal
have reviewed the proposed changes accompanying that order.
It is the considered opinion of the agencies involved that the
complexity of the nonconformity issue, and the confusion of
existing regulations necessitates a thorough reworking and revision
of this section of the Zoning Ordinance.

Because most of the City was developed prior to the adoption
of zoning, under present regulations nearly all alterations to
existing buildings are subject to an involved discretionary review
process. The delays created by this process increass costs and
inconvenience disproportionate to the nature and magnitude of the
changes proposed.

Given the provisions of the Zoning Statute (Ch. 40A, G.L.)
simplification of the existing review process may involve creation
of a Zoning Administrator designation. An amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance irncluding both substantive change in Article 8.000 and
this new administrative mechanism is currently being prepared and
will be forthcoming.

Additicnal comments and questions may be referred to Richardg
Horgan in the Building Department.
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 498-9011

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
JAMES L. SULLIVAN

City Manager April 30, 1979

To the Honorable, the City Council:

With respect to City Council Order No. 2 of March 26,
1979, relative to proposed changes to the Zoning Ordinance, en-
closed please find copy of a memorandum from the Community Deve-

lopment and the Building Department.

Very truly yours,

e v
mes L. Sullivan
gy Manager

JLS/mbf
Enc.
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Response to Council. Order #2 of March 26, 1979
re: proposed changes to the Zoning Ordinance.

In City Council,
April 30, 1979
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