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COUNCILLOR D. SULLIVAN

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS :

ORDERED:

Wity of Cambringe

6.

IN CITY COUNCIL
June 25, 1984

The attached letter from the Cambridge Committee of
Elders, Inc., complains about inadequate enforcement
of the "pooper scooper" ordinance, among other things;
and

The attached New York Times story indicates that, six
years after a "pooper scooper" law took effect in that
city, 60 percent of all dog waste is now being disposed
of properly; therefore, be it ’

That the City Manager be requested to devise a written
plan for obtaining similar results soon under Cambridge's
ordinance, and report this plan to the City Council after
the summer recess.

In City Council June 25, 1984.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 8 members.
Attest:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

A true copy;
ATTEST: - ’ﬁé?;;’7

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.




THE CAMBRIDGE COMMITTE OF ELDERS, INC.
15 Pearl Street
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James Skelton, 1st V.P.
Catherine Hanley, 2nd V.P.
Oliver Cox, Treasurer
Charles Ash, Secretary
Edward Cyr, Director

To His Honor The Mayor & Honorable City Council:

The Cambridge Committee of Elders would like
to add its voice to the chorus of concern being
raised over the deplorable condition of sidewalks
in our city. WE support our friends at the Council
on Aging in calling for a dramatically improved
public works response to this growing crisis. The
plain truth is that many of our cities sidewalks are
now impassible. For a spry walker it might be
possible to skip and hop between the cracks and
potholes, but for many older people it is not.

We would like to add to this complaint our
concern that nothing seems to be being done to keep
our sidewalks free of snow in the winter or animal
droppings year round. The city has strong laws to
punish infractions such as these but unless some
effort is made to enforce the laws they are useless.
The utter disregard people show towards their neigh-
bors in each of these instances should not be tolerated.
Why should we show more respect to them than they show
to us?

Thank you very much for your attention and timely
consideration of this matter,

Yours truly,

v/

Al Lindsey, President
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i By JAMES BROOKE

Six years after a state law ordered
‘city dog owners to clean up after their
«dogs, New York’s canine population ’
pp:am o be tngly street-

“It's deﬂnitely better —andit'sa lot,
,»lm.lthier ** said Dr. Sandy Shepherd, a
. physician, as she walked along Central
- Park.-West_the.other day. With. one/’
hand, siwe clutched a card 8CO0D,
and with the other, she restrained her °
ively young Labrador, Lucky
Nearby, Sam Glen," 13 years old

“raced 'a° remote<controlled mxnlature
-Car Gver & Park Jog xun, “This p
. used i be s0 bad it.was cﬁ-mm.a to
: people " he sald. “‘Now it's cleaned up.
- People are taking more res bmty
for their dogs.” -, - #
/¥ New Yorkers' heading for the parks
in these warm summer months will en- -

. Compliance i difficult to Tieasure.
But_some - statistics ‘may- encourage,
cautious pedestrians to raise their eyes’
rom the sidewalks and park lanes.
“With little fanfare, city workers in
st last three years have doubled the
number of summonses handed out to
offending dog owners: In fiscal year
-1982, the city issued 1,845 summonses.
In fiscal year: 1884, which ends this
month; the city expects to tabulate

The New York Times/Fred R. Conrad

Nlnu Kmavlnu‘ mtwalnaui dog walker, uppmves of law on waste ve:
‘moval. “‘lt'a a good law, and it a pmblem," she says.

it 4 Rl

half a million dogs in the city, calcu-
lated that 22,800 tons of dog waste fall
onthe streets and sidewalks, parks and
, playgrounds each year. But pointing to
‘‘a new sensitivity to the problem,’ he

from $25 to §50.;And last week, the -
State-Legislature closed a loophole to
roquire dog wanms. and not only dog
owners, to cican up after their dogs.

-The object of countless jokes when it

“York’s canine waste.law. is credited. .
with’ inspiring ‘similar ordlnanm in
Boston and Philadelphia, -/ iz -
“For a while, I kept.a li.st ‘of citles -
that contacted us for: information, but ¢
it got too lotflg," ;sald Vito Al ‘l‘umo a

after ‘ your dog a .respectable and
honorable act.”

- With the coming of the warm weath-
“Her, the city’s park police and sanitation
enforcement agents have been put on
‘the alert for so-called canine-waste
violators. The Police Department, the
Health Department, the Department of
Environmental Protection and  the

Chmm on Page 41, Column 1

£ citywide,": said Dr.- Patricia’ Living:
ston, head of the'New York.City Coali-
tion for Dog Control, ‘a citizen group:
nt; 'effect, the

" After. the law - went: into;

" slightly more than 4,000, although only _Departinenit, Overseds inquiries cam coalition sponsored an advertising
 about {alf of those' who receive; uumy from . 25 “cities, including “London,’ *:“campaign using the slogan *“Your dog
monses actually pay them. " - Paris, Brussels, Toronto and Montreal. can’t read — you can.”
The minimum fine has been doubled, M. Turso, estimating that there are ““The law had a very good effect,”

satchel stocked with sheets, of newspa-

| per on her shoulder. D v
Plastic sandwich bags, paper towels g

and cardboard have largely replaced|;

the often unwieldly *“pooper scoopers.” |!

But dog controllers and dog owners

. that civilian peer pressure is

7 often as eﬂecnve .as police enforce-
,mem can Sy bt

g *I stop and look at people, and that

" often gets them to clean up,” said Dave

B

EXE

Davisson, ‘membership secmtary -of

Friends of Central Park. ,

“1 don’t like by and seeing it,
and I don't like aymg on the grass and
_ having it near me,” said Paula Scie-
barrasi as — plastic bag in hand — she
walked her dog, Chou-Choy, in Carl
- Schurz Park on the Upper East Side.’
" o] thisk it's 2 good law, and it’s not a
problem,” said Nina Krasavina, a pro-
fessional dog walker who was march-
. ing seven dogs .up Filth Avanue,

it

These contraptions are now mementos |-
of the chic days of canine waste when |/
television camermen jostled to, film |
Toto, the dog star of the musical “The |.
Wiz,” inaugurating a Manlmttan “ea- M
nine comfort station.” '

. “We started with eight models, but
now we are down to two,’’ Tom Cloonen
of Le I>og Spa, a pet-accessory store on |
East 78th Street, said of the SCOOPETS, - - *

New York’s current state of canine
cleanliness could be summed up with
the asessment of John Dillon, who was |-
sunning himself- in Carl Schurz Park
the other day.

7 “It looks O.K. to me,” he smd in~ ¢
specting the grass around him. “But I
still watch out when I walk barefoot.”
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" said Henry J. Stern, the city’s Parks . |
*Commissioner. “It made cleaning up ;
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C.D. Sullivan ordefy r&: City Manager to

devise a written plan\Re: adequate enforce-
ment of the "pooper scboper' ordinance.

In City Council,

June 25, 1984
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