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IN CITY COUNCIL
August 2, 1993

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

On July- 19,1993 two Rent Control properties located at 63 Cedar Street, -
Cambridge, containing four rental units were demolished; and

This demolition of Rent Control propertiés was authorized based on the actions
of the Board of Survey; and

Neither the Rent Control Board written regulations nor any written Ordinance of
the City of Cambridge spelled out the procedure for demolition of Rent Control
properties; and

The past history of demolition in somewhat similar cases has been treated totally
different by City of Cambridge officials; and

Upon inquiry by this City Councillor as to the authority for granting this permit,
the City Manager submitted the attached memorandum; and-

The history of this property raises many issues which need to be addressed by the
City Council in their capacity as policymakers; now therefore be it

. .That.his Honor, the Mayor schedule a hearing to be held as to the history of 63
- Cedar Street and invite the Executive Director of the Rent Control Board, the

City Manager, the Director of Inspectional Services, the Board of Survey and the
Law Department to be present and that said hearing be held at the September 20,
1993, meeting of the City Council.

In City Council August 2, 1993.
- Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- ;(9 )f)qa,?m} Kgf/uwg

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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THE INFORMATION TRANSMITTED HEREIN IS PRIVILEGED AND
CONFIDENTIAL, INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE ADDRESSEE. IF
YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT
THE DISCLOSURE, COPYING, DISTRIBUTION, OR THE INSTITUTION OF ANY
ACTION RELYING ON THE CONTENTS OF THIS TRANSMITTAL IS STRICTLY
PROHIBITED BY LAW. IF YOU RECEIVE THIS FACSIMILE IN ERROR,
PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AT
617-547-1772. THANK YOU.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

July 28, 1993

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS ¢

WHEREAS ;-

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS ;

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS :

ORDERED:

On July 19, 1993, two Rent Control properties

- located at 63 Cedar Street, Cambridge, containing

four rental units were demolished; and

This demolition of Rent Control properties was
authorized based on the actions of the Board of
Survey; and

Neither the Rent Control Board written regulations
nor any written Ordinance of the City of Cambridge
spelled out the procedure for demolition of Rent
Control properties; and e

The past history of demolition in somewhat similar
cases has been treated totally different by City
of Cambridge officials; and

Upon inquiry by this City Councillor as to the
authority for granting this permit, the City
Manager submitted the attached memorandum; and

The history of this property raises many issues
which need to be addressed by the City Council in
their capacity as policymakers; now therefore be
it .

That His Honor the Mayor order a hearing to be
held as to the hlstory of 63 Cedar Street and
invite the Executive Director of the Rent Control
Board, the City Manager, the Director of
Inspectlonal Services, the Board of Survey and the
Law Department to be present and that said hearing
be held at the September 20th meeting of the City
Council.
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. MARGARE [ DRURY. EXECUTIVE OIRECTOR
MEMORANDUM
TO: Robert Healy., Richarg Rosei, Joseph Celluccl,
Charles Sullivan, ¥ Zimmerman, Donald prisdale
FROM: Margacet D:uty‘f‘b
DATE: March 29, 1988
RE - procedures for Demplition Permit and Building Permit

Applications in Light of Cambridge v. Cclluceci

pemoclition Permits. o demolition permit application shall
be accepted by snspectional Services for processing until the
applicant has obtained Rent Control and Historical Commission
siygatures. Yo demolicion permits will be issued without 2
signature on the application by authorized Rent Contcol and
gigtorical Commission personnel. Where commissioner Cellucci has
made a weitten finding. based on a Board of Survey report, that
public safety tequires immediete demnlition of the building, Rent
Control staff and Historical Commission staff have two business
days From the date of receipt of the application to sign off on
it. 1If thece is no signature hy thbat deadline, commissivner
Cellucci may issue the permit without Rent contral aad/four
Historical Commission sign off. :

Por the Rent Control Roard, staff authorized to sign of[ on
demolition (and building) permit applications are as follow:

Margaret Drury. Director

Cheryl ponohue, Assistant Director
Judith Stalus, Deputy Counsel
ponna Turley, Deputy Counsel

Foc the Hictorical Commission, staff authorized to sign off
on_demulltion {and building) permit aplications are as follow:

Charles Sullivan, Director
Bally Zimmerman, Preservation Planner
Nancy Doonan, Assistant Diregkter
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OFFICE OF CITY CLERR
De&%&' §é%ga§%‘%ﬁ 1ding Permit Procedures

3730 RUBRIDGE MA.

Buyilding Perumils. No building permit will be accepted by
Inspectional Secvices unless that application is accompanled by 3
comgleted "Cambridge form" on which both authorized staff from
the Rent Ceontrol Beard and the Historical
Commissicn have signed off.

Thare are two posSible scenatios for cbtaining this signoff:
sither the apglicant obtains the signature before submission of
the application or Inspectional services sends the application
with the additional form to CRCB and HC after receipt and before
issuance of the permit. Either way. CRCR and WC stiould get the
vciginal building permit application to prevent accidental
issuance of the permit bekore signoff Dy CRCB and BC. It would
appear that thcre are some advantayes to having thws applicant
obtain the signoff because there is 1ess possibility of loss and
time delay through interoffice transfer and because the applicant
w11l have wore control over the timing-

In the very few cases in which the infoemation on the
building permit application Or attached form indicates that the
applicant seeks t¢ do work that constitutes a gut zehad oOr 2
reduction of the number of existing rent controlled uniis, the
Rent Board staff will immediately establish a special case angd
will request on the form that no building permit issue gxcept to
do code work ordered by Inspectional Services. Ctherwise, Rent
Control Board signoff will mean only that the CRCE bas reviewed
the application. Tf as a resul:z of this review, CRCB ctaff find
prssible removal permit violations, they will immcdiately inform
the owner that receipt of the building permit does not mean thay
nave satilsfied the ceguiremento of the repoval permit ordinance.

With respect to the Historical Commizsion review, the permit
cannot be izsued without signeoff by the HC staff.
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HEMORANDUM
TO: Robert Healy, Richar Rcssi} Joseph‘Cellufci;
Charles Sullivan, X Zirmerman, ponald u;isdale o
FROM: Margacet Dtutyvﬁ) B
DATB: March 29, 1988
R¥: procedures for Demclition permit and Building Pafmit‘f  -

applications 1n pight of Cambridge V. Cellucei

pemolition Permitg., WO écmoiitioh pqrnit’applicﬂtion shall

be accepted by Tnspectional Services for processing ewatil the
applicant has obtained Rent control and Histerieal Commission
siyanatures. Yo gemolition permies will be igsued without 2
signature on the applicaticon by authot ized Rent Conteol and _
gistoricai Commission personnel. Where commiesioner Cellucci has
made a weitten £inding, based on a Board of Survey geport, that
public safety tequires imaediete demnlition of the building, Rent
‘Control staff and yisvorical Commission staff have two busiaoess
days from the date of receipt of the spplicatien to sign off on
it. 1If therze is no signature by that deadline, commissivner
_ cellucei may iseue the permit without Rent control and/oc - o3
mistorical Commission sign off. TR Rk eaE

Por the Rent Control Board, staf€ suthorized to sign vff on
demolition (and building) permit applications are as follow:

Margaret Dpruty, Director ;
Cheryl Donohue, Assistant Director R
Judich Stalue, Deputy Counsel ' ' -
ponna Torley, Deputy Counsel

Foc the Hictorical Commission, staff anthorized to sicn of f
on demvlition (and building) permit aplications are as follow:

Charles Sullivan, Director
Bslly Zimmerman, Presetvation Planner
Nancy PDocnan, Assistant Direckor
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- Building permils. No building permit will be accepted by
InspeCE{onaT Secvices unless that upplicatioﬁ is accompanied by a
completed "Cambridce form® on which both authorized staff from
the Rent Control Beard and rhe Historical '

Conmissicn bave signed off. ‘

Thare are two possible scenarios for obtaining this signoff:
either the apslicant obtalns the signacure betose submission of
the application or Inspectional Bervices sends the application
with the additional form to CRCB and HC after receipt and before
issuance of the permit. Either waye CRCR and BC should get the
original building permit application to prevent accidental
issuance of the permit betore signoff by CRCB and EC. 1t would
appear thal thcre are some adventages to having ths applicant _
obtaln the signoff because there ie less possibility of loss and
time delay through iatercffice transfer and because the applicant
Wwill have woge control over the timing. w

In the very few cases in which the infoemation on the
puilding permit application orf attached form indicates that the
applicant seeks to do work that constitutes a gut zehab ot 2 :
reduction of the number of existing rent controlled unlts, the
Rent Board staff will igmediately establish a special case and
will reguest on the form that no building permit issue uxcept ©o
do code work ordered by inspectional Services. Ctherwise, Rent
Centrol Board aignoff will mean only that the CRCE bas revieved
the application. 1f as a resul:s of this review, CRCB ctaff gind
possible removal permit violations, they will immcdiately inform
trne owner that receigt of the building permit does not mean thay -
nave sacisfied the ceguirementd of the removal permit ordinance.

Mith respect to the A{scorical Commission review, the permit
cannot be issued without cignoff by the HC staff.
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56.

IN CITY COUNCIL
August 2, 1993

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

On July 19, 1993, two Rent Control properties located at 63 Cedar Street,
Cambridge, containing four rental units were demolished; and

This demolition of Rent Control properties was authorized based on the actions
of the Board of Survey; and

Neither the Rent Control Board written regulations nor any written Ordinance of
the City of Cambridge spelled out the procedure for demolition of Rent Control
properties; and

The past history of demolition in somewhat similar cases has been treated totally
different by City of Cambridge officials; and

Upon inquiry by this City Councillor as to the authority for granting thlS perm1t
the City Manager submitted the attached memorandum; and

The history of this property raises many issues which need to be addressed by the
City Council in their capacity as policymakers; now therefore be it

That his Honor, the Mayor schedule a hearing to be held as to the history of 63
Cedar Street and invite the Executive Director of the Rent Control Board, the
City Manager, the Director of Inspectional Services, the Board of Survey and the
Law Department to be present and that said hearing be held at the September 20,
1993, meeting of the City Council.
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Consent order # 56 éléQJ
| am

Councillor Walsh re: hearing as to the
history of 63 Cedar Street.

In City Council,
August 2, 1993





