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Gunbridge, Mussachusetts

DR. JOHN E. DWYER, PRESIDENT
MRS. FLORENCE LEE WHITMAN

JAMES T. BARRETT . N
JOHN W. BRADLEY L. . . \ . 4
JAMES B. VALLELY Cambridgetiass October 16th 1€105. -

Hon Timathy W.Good,
Mayor, Camoridze, Mass.
Dear Sir:- _ .
I enclose . herewith a complaint regarding tne.fire . escapeés

in the Peabody School., As the same:condition exists in several schouis
in our city I would suggest , that you consider the :natter at your earliest
convenience, so that the existing danger may oe.remedied.

The School Board having no power to act in the matter.

b,
Respectfully yours,

Chairman School Buildings'and Groundse
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@amhrxhge, Massachuserts

DR. JOHN E. DWYER PRESIDENT S

MRS. FLORENCE LEE WHITMAN S : v i e : 3 1R
JAMES T. BARRETT o o o ’ Octobex 5 ’ 1915,
JOHN W. BRADLEY :

JAMES B. VALLELY

'Mr. James'T. Bérrétt
' 97 Otis Street, :
Cambrldge, Mass.
Dear Sirf— , ‘
’ At a meetlng of the Committee on Instruction, Teachers

‘and Currlculum, held on Monday evenzng, October 4th, a communlcation
~ from Dr. A. W. Dudley, copy of which is enclosed regarding |
fire prevent:on at the Peabody School was referred to you as
?chalrman of the Commlttee on Bulldlngs and Grounds. for 1mmediate

attentlon.

Sincerely yours,

EX dm&?@@%ﬁ

Secretary of‘“the School Committee. o



COPY
Dr. A, W, Dudley »

1740 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambrldge, hass.

Mr. Michael E. Fitzgerald, -
. Superintendent of Schools,
Cambrldge, kass.}
‘Dear Hr. Fitzgerald
I wish to call your attention as p01nted1y aé"
p0951b19 to the stalrways in the Peabody School and to. point
out the danger in case of flre. Both stalrways are oi wood and |
open on to one largo corrldor also of wood.- Any tire WhICh
would block one stalrway would 1nev1tably block the other in a.
-very few mlnutes 1f not w1th tlames certainly with smoke. There
. is no fire escape or other means 01 egress from the schoolhouse;
and a tire, which we all pray may never happen, but may occur dPBplte
our prayers, will be a p051t1ve source of danger to many lives. I
trust somethlng w111 be done in the matter at once. Our
rgsponslbllity to the children demands action.
- Very'respectfully,i
’  A. W. Dudley
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_October  19th, 7Y 5.

To the
Honorable the City Council af the

City of Cambridgei~
I transmit herewith correspondence rel-
ative to, the matter of providing fire escapes in public school
buildings ir this city,. notably conditions that exist in the Pea~
body School, vizis

Communication dated Oct. 18th,1915, from James T. Barrett,Chair-
man School Buildings and Groundse

Conmunication dated Oct. 5th,1915, from the Sec'y. of the School
Committee to Mr. Barrett.

Copy of a communication from Dr. A.W.Dudley, #1740 Mass. ave.
to the Supt. of Sbthoels.

The safeguarding of the lives of

the children entrusted to our care is of vast importance, and I
believe that means should be provided to have every building pro-
nerly equipped with fire escapes.

Respectfully, (::;%7 G ’aﬁ(J/ﬂ?7//

Mayors
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City of Cambridge

e cme———

In Board of Aldermen, . ... November 98,1815,
The Committee ON PUBLIC PROPERTY,

fo which was referred a communication from the Mayor transmitting

one relative to fire escapes in school buildings,

Reporis '
that after an examination of many of
our echool buildings your committee are of the opinion that much
can be done in the basement of these buildings to lessen the fire
hazarde The chief fault lies in that many buildings have open
staircases leading to the basement from the first floor level without
proper fire stops to retard the progress of any flames or smoke that
might arise from a fire in the basement,
Unfortunately there exists a situation with reference to
the maintenance of our school buildings that has been permitted to
exist since the control of the buildings paesed from the building
department, under the direcction of the City Council, to the school
committee. Formerly as part of the duties of your committee on
Public Property an investigation was made from time to time of our
school buildings and the City Council were informed of their con-

dition and needs. Recently no such investigations have been made



as a change in charter has provided that the School Committee
"Shall have entire charge of the buildinge used for school purposes”
and "shall annually appropriate money for the maintenance of the
schools and school buildings".

It is important that at present whatever faulte exist should
be remedied at ohce. Your committee therefore would recommend
that an appropriation be provided for this purpose. Your committee
further recommends that remedial legislation be enacted to provide
‘that the needs of our school buildings will be presented from time

to time for the attention and consideration of the City Council.

For the Committee.
Y/
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. to firs bazard, and recommendatfons for improving the gams' if
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IH BOARD OF ALDERNEN
Nevember By 1923;

ORTNERED:
‘That the Superintendent of Public Buildings be .requested

to make & thorewgh investigation of all public buildingo, in the
inmediately vhe conditions relative
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city aﬁd report to this boerd
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IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN
| Hovember 9 1915.
wmmm’ Sl CENEAE L
" That the Superintendent of Buildings be and hereby ie rgqugsted
~'" _'8cho0Q o
to consider the advisability of pl&cing fire escapes on every*building .

in this oity, leading from every school room is possible. RIERSE
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ity of Gambringe

In Board cf Aldermen,
Nove. 16,1815,
ORDERED?
That the Superintendent of Public Buildings be requested
tc confer with the Committee on Public Property relative te making the

following improvements in the public schools of the city:

Overhead Sprinkler System and self-closing doors in basement,

fire-proofing of stairwaye and doors, installation of fire drill gong.

Adopted: Ooumici. JO* COMCUTTEN0E.
| | Sent to the Commo™ Coumiozé 77
E; ,ﬁﬁﬂmﬁ,(Ezﬁéégi%aw“”"'""“\ cie (Rerh,
o CIN GONMON SOUNS.
%;ﬂ_ ..::fZ%ZﬁZ%?éJ{,/V;/
‘ CONCUBRED......9 .

! ATTE 4 M Y ..‘m lllll
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