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IN CITY COUNCIL

June 21, 1999

COUNCILLORBORN

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report to the City Council whether
the information requested in the attached letter from the EPA has been provided by the

City of Cambridge and, if so, to provjde copies of the City's response to [he City
Council.

P

In City Council June 21, 1999.

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.

Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

^ ""' '°"' yg Jna'y'"" kj^jj
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ATTEST:-

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Mr. Robert Healy . DEP 0CT19898City Manager
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Healy:

Ab an official in a community in the Mystic/Alewife Basin, you
are aware that the Mystic River and Alewife Brook are important
resources. EPA and DEP are taking accions in the Basin to address
8oiirces of pollution with the goal of improving water quality so
that the River will support the designated recreational uses.

TheMassachusettsWaterRe6ourcesAuthorityrecently finalized
a Combined SewerOverflow (CSO) Facilities Plan, which includes CSO

controls in Cambridge and Somerville, to further minimize the
impacts of CSQ discharget: to the Mystic/Alewife Basin, As part of
the planning work, stormwater pollutant loads have been identified
as a major cause of water quality standards violations. Water
qualiEy information gathered by the MWRA Harbor Studies Group and

others has confirmed that violations of the class El

(fishable/gwimmable) standards occur during both dry and wet
weather conditions.

On December 31, 1997, DEE? issued water quality determinations
for all receiving waters impacted by CSO discharges from MWRA arA
the cities of Chelsea, Boston, and Cambridge. DEP is i8suing a

Variance to MWRA and the cities of Cambridge and Somerville for CSC

discharges to the Mystic/Alewife Basin, As a condition of the
variance, MWRA will proceed to implement itE3 recommended CSC)

Coritrol Plan in the Mystic/Alewi£e Basiru sewer separation in
Cambridge, separation of baffle manholes in Somerville, and ·

upgrading the Somerville Marginal CSQ Treatment facility. This
level of control will reduce untreated CSO discharges to the
Myf3tic/Alewife basin to four or fewer events in a typical year.
The purpose of the variance is to allow DEE? and EPA to gather
additicmal water quality information over the cour8e of the
variance (three years) to determine if higher level8 of CSO control
are required in the Mystic/Alewife Basin.
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A comprehemive strategy to addres8 CSO aM &tormwater
discharges 18 necessary to achieve improvement3 inwater quality in
the Mystic/Alewife Basin. For many years, water quality in the
Mygtic river has isuffered from discharges of polluted stormwater.
water quality sampling shows that there are violations of state
standarU for fecal coliEorm bacteria during both wet weather and
dry weather in Alewife Brook and tbe Mystic River, indicating the
potential presence of unpermitted discharges and water quality
impacts due to stormwater discharges. In some place8, sewer pipeG
may be illegally connected to 8torm drains, leading eo direct
diseharges of 8ewage into the river.

EPA and DEP intend to take aggressive action to eliminate
illegal Banitary discharges to Btormdrains and to require improved
8tormwater management as part of an overall strategy to improve
water quality in the Mystic/Alewife Basin. If necessarY, thisi will
incl\lde enforcement acticm, This letter addresses the issue of
illicit discharges to 8torm drains. In the future we also intend
to address the more common problem of polluted stormwater
discharge8 during wet weather.

EPA has already required action in the lower Charles BaUn to
addreBB illegal dry weather sanitary discharges contributing to
violations of water qualicy standards. The lower ten communities
in the Charles Basin are in the process of identiEying and
eliminating illegal mnitary dischargeg3 to the storm drain system
or have completed these activities. Six of the \cQmmunities are
under EPA enforcement orders to complete this work, These efforts
have resulted in measurable water quality benefits, The
communities of Cambridge, Somerville, Arlington, Belmont,
winchester, and Medford will all be required to undertake
activities to idemify and eliminate Guch discharges to the
Mygtic/Alewife Basin.

This letter as)c6 that the municipality provide certain
information which will be useful in the identification of illicitdischarges,

Section 308(a) of the Clean Water Act, 33 U,S.C. §1318(a),
authorizes EPA to require any person to provide information to
determine whether there has been a violdtion of the Act. Purmant
to that section, EPA hereby requires that the City of Cambridge
submit the following information regarding dry weather discharge8
from stormwater discharge pipes to EPA and DEE' by July 1, 1999.
Dry weather is defined a8 a period of at lea8t 72 hours in which
there was no precipitation and no snow melt.

1. Maps showing the location and size of each of the City'8
stormater outfalls. The ulap8 shall alsodelineate the runoff
area tributary to each pipe.
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2. ' Maps Uowing the location of any combination 6ewer/3tc}hndrain

manholm (common manholes), sewer underdrainq and Uphon
structure9 in the community sewer 8ystem.

3. Vimal obscrvation of each of the City's 8tormwater outfalls
intoAlewife Brook and anyassoc"iated tributaries to determine
whether the di9charge is active during dry weather, The City
shall conduct at least two rounds of visual observations at
all stomwater discharge locations. visual observations
shall include an escimate of the flow rate, as well as a
description of odor, color, turbidity, floatable8 (solids and
liquick), and solidm Any point sources not owned by the Town
which are observed to be discharging during dry weather shall
also be noted. The findings of the8e inspectiom dhiall be
documented in a report.

4.' Sampling of each of the active dry weather discharges from
8tormwater outfalk to determine whether the discharge
contains pollutants whichwould indicate illicit di3charges to
the Gjj'stem. At a minimum, the City shall sample each active
discharge on two separate days for fecal coliform bacteria,
enterococcus, e. coll, surfaccant£l (as !'1BAS), ammonia-
nitrogen, conductivity, and fluoride. Visual observations of
odor, color, turbidity, floacables (solids and liquids), and
solids shall a180 be recorded. All sampling, preservation,
and analyse6 of samples shall be in'accordance with epa
approved merhods found at 40 CFR § i36, The results of the
sampling shall be documented in a report.

' S, A plan to identify and eliminate illegal sewer discharges to
the stormdrains for areas where sampling results indicate the
presence of sanitary sewer,flows. .

Failure co provide the information requested may result in the
epa taking an action under Section 309 of the Clean Water Act, 33
U,S.C. § i319, which provides For administrative, civil, and

, criminal penalties,

Information subrpitted in response to this information requeGt
should be addressed alg follows:

U.S. Erwironmental Protection Agency, Region I
john F. Kennedy Federal Building

Boston MA 02203
Attentiom Brian pitt SEW
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Massachusetts Deparcment of Envirorimental Protection
NorthCast Region '

i 2osa Low'ejA Street
Wilmington, MA 01887

Attention: Lisa Dell'Anno
,

If you have any queEitic)ns regarding this letter please callBrian Pitt of the Water Technical unit at (617) 565-3318 or Lisa
Dell'Anno of MADEP at (978) 661-7665,

t
1

:7i':": iLµ-
Ira Leighton, Director
Office of Environmental Stewardship

cc: Steven L. white, cambridge DPW Dep, Commissioner
Steve Lipman, MADEP/BoBton
David Ferris, MADEP, NERO

Mic el Hornbrqok, MWRA
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Mr. RobCrt Healy P DEP 0CT19NSCity Manager
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr, Healy:

Ab an official in a community in the Mystic/Alewife Basin, you
are aware that the Mystic River and Alewife Brook are important
resources. EPA and DEP are taking accions in the Basin to address

4

8ourceg of pollution with the goal of improvtng water quality so
that the River will mpport the designated recreational uses.

TheMassachusettsWaterResourcesAuthorityrecentlyfinalized
a Ccmbined SewerOverflow (CSO) Facilities Plan, which includes CSO

controls in Cambridge and Somerville, to further minimize the
impacts of cso discharge8 to the Mystic/j'dewife Basin, As part of
the planning work, stormwater pollutant load8 have been identified
as a major cause of water quality standarU violations. Water
qualKy information gathered by the MWRA Harbor Studies Group and
others has confirmed that violations of the class El

(fishable/swimmable) standards occur during both dry and wet
weather conditions.

On December 31, 1997, DEP issued water quality determinations
for all receiving waters impacted by CSO discharges from MWRA ar,:Z

the cities of Chelsea, Boston, and Cambridge. DEP is i8suing a
Variance to MWRA and the cities of Cambridge and Somerville for CSC

discharges to the Mystic/Alewife Basin, As a condition of the
variance, MWRA will proceed to implement it8 recommended CSCi

Coritrol Plan in the Mystic/Alewife Bagin: sewer separation in
Cambridge, separation of baffle manholes in Somerville, and -

upgrading the Somerville Marginal CSO Treatment facility. This
level of control will reduce untreated CSO discharges to the
My8tic/Alewife basin to four or fewer events in a typical year.
The purpose of the variance is to allow DEP and EPA to gather
additicmal water quality information over the cour8e of the
variance (three years) to determine if higher level8 of CSO control
are required in the Mystic/Alewife Basin.
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A comprehensive strategy to addres8 CSO aM stormwater

discharges is necessary to achieve improvementg inwater quality in
the Mystic/Alewife Basin. For many years, water quality in the
Mystic river has suffered from discharges of"po11uted stormwater.
water quality sampling shows that there are violation8 of state '

standards for fecal coliEorm bacteria during both wet weather and
dry weather in Alewife Brook and the Mystic River, indicating the
potential presence of unpermitted discharges and water quality
impacts due to stormwater discharges. In some placeg, sewer pipeG
may be illegally connected to storm drains, leading eo direct
diseharge9 of Bewage into the river.

EPA and DEP intend to take aggressive action to eliminate
illegal 8anitary discharges to Btormdrains and to require improved
8tormwater management as part of an overall strategy to improve
water quality in the My8tic/Alewife Basin. If necessarY, thisi will
inclµde enfc)rce'nent actiorj, This letter addresses the issue of
illicit discharges to 8torm drains, In the future we also intend
to address the more common problem of polluted stormwater
discharge8 during wet weather.

EPA has already required action in the lower charles BaUn to
addreBB illegal dry weather sanitary discharges contributing to
violations of water quality standard8. The lower ten communities
in the Charles Basin are in the proce88 of identifying and
eliminating illegal sanitary discharges to the storm drain system
or have completed these activitiem Six of the communities are
under EPA enforcement orders to complete this work, These efforts
have resulted in measurable water quality benefits, The
communities of cambridge, somerville, Arlington, Belmont,
Winchester, and Medford will all be required to undertake
activit.ie6 to idemify and eliminate 6uch discharges to the
Mystic/Alewife Basin.

This letter ask6 that the municipality provide certain
information which will be useful in the identification of illicitdischargem

Section 308(a) of the Clean Water Act, 33 U,S.C. §1318k),
authorlzm EPA to require any person to provide information to
determine whether there has been a violation of the Act, Pur8uant
to that section, EPA hereby requires that the City of cambridge
submit the following information regarding dry weather discharge8
from storu|water discharge pipes to EPA and DEE' by july 1, 1999.
Dry weather 13 defined a8 a period of at least 72 hours in which
there was no precipitation and no snow melt.

1. Maps showing the location and size of each of the city'8
stormwater outfalls. Themps shall also delineate the runoff
area tributary to each pipe.
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2. Maps Uowing the location of any combination 6ewer/3tormdrain
manhole8 (common manholes), sewer underdrainl3, and Mphon
structurm in the community sewer system.

3, Vimal obscrvation of each of the City"s 8tormwater outfall6
intoAlewife Brook and anyassoc'iated tributaries to determine
whether the digcharge 113 active during dry weather. The City
shall conduct at least two rounds of visual observations at
all stormwater discharge locations. Visual observations
shall include an eseimate of the flow rate, as well as a
description of odor, color, turbidity, floatableg kolids and
liyids), and solids. Any point sources not owned by the Town
whtch are observed to be discharging duririg dry weather shall
also be noted. The findings of these inspectiom diall be
documented in a report.

4. Sampling of each of the active dry weather discharges from
stormwater outfalls to determine whether the discharge
contains pollutants whichwould indicate illicit discharges tothe Gystem. At a minimum, the City shall sample each active
di6charge on two separate days for fecal coliform bacteria,
enterococcus, e. coll, surfactant8 (as !'1BAS), ammonia-
nitrogen, conductivity, and fluoride. Visual obGervations of
odor, color, turbidity, floatables (solids and liquids), and
solids shall algo be recorded. m sampling, preservation,
and analyses of samples shall be in accordance with EPA
approved methods found at 40 CFR § i36. The results of the
sampling shall be documented in a report.

' S, A plan fo identify and eliminate illegal 8ewer discharges tothe stormdrains for areas where sampling results indicate the
presence of sanitary sewer flows.

Failure co provide the informdttion requested may result in the
EPA taking an action under Section 309 of the Clean Water Act, 33
u.s.c. § i319, which provides For adminU:trative, civil, and
criminal penalties,

Information submitted in respome to this information request
should be addressed as follows:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region I
· john F. Kenhedy Federal Building

Boston MA 02203
Attention: Brian pitt SEW
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Massachusetts oepartment of Environmental Protection
Northeast Region '

i

205a Lowell Street
Wilmington, MA 01887

Attention: Lisa Dell'Arino
,

L

If you have any questions regarding this letter please callBrian Pitt of the Water Technical unit at (617) 565-3318 or Lisa
Dejj'Anno of MAJJEP at (978) 661-7665.

r

'3";"; L,j'm
Ira Leighton, Director
Office of. Environmetital Stewardship

cc: Steven L. White, Cambridge DPW Dep. Commissioner
Steve Lipman, MADEP/Boston
David Ferris, MADEP, NERO

Mic el Hornbrqok, MWRA
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COUNCILLOR BORN

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to

report to the Council whether the information requested in the attached

letter from the USEPA has been provided by the City of Cambridge and,

if So, to provide copies of the city's response to the City Council.
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37.

IN CITY COUNCIL

June 21, 1999

COUNCILLORBORN

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report to the City Council whether
the information requested in the attached letter from the EPA has been provided by the

City of Cambridge and, if so, to provide copies of the City's response to the City
Council.

In City Council June 21, 1999.

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.

Attest:- D. Mt'g!'et Drury, City Clerk.

:'" e

A true copy;
""" '

4

ATTEST:-

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Consent Order # 3'CjU/ ZQ ar

Counc111or Born report on whether the
information requested from the EPA has been
provided by the City and provide copies
to the City Council.

.

F

In City Council June 21, 1999

.
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ORDER ADOPTED "

. k
k
"?
y

,

h

r

.

P

F

T
.

G , ,

^ +




