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I. PURPOSE
0

· i
. , .

This ordinance µovides standards for the control of noise 'pollution and
> .

prohibits those acts which most frequently create noise pollution. The
general objectives of these standards are to secure the public health,
comfort, convenience, and safety of, and to promote the welfare, prosperity,
peace, a nd quiet of, the citizens of the City of Cambridge.

... .

.
.

V" '
e

. .
.

.. ,

b

.

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
4 .

..

. , .
C

t . . 7

.
.

r -

II. DE FINITIONS
·'

E

" t .

Terms used in this ordinance shall be defined as follows: .

P

ACOUSTICAL TERMINOLOGY Acoustical Terminology used throughout
these Regulations is that most recently approved as American

' Standard Acoustical Terminology by the American National
.

Standards Institute (ANSI'); except as may be specified otherwise
herein. .

'

. ,
'

r

.

BU SINESS USE shall be as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance of the
, :r

City if Cambridge Article IV, Section 2.
,

. ..

Y

CONSTRU CTION shall mean any and all physical activity necessary
or incidental to the erection, placement, demolition, as sernbling, , ' "

altering, cleaning, repairing, installing, or equipping of . .,.. .. .
4

buildings and other structures, public or private highways, roads,
premises, parks, utility lines, or other property, and shall
include land clearing, grading, excavating, filling and paving.

.

, .

\

COMMERCIAL SERVICE EQUIPMENT shall mean all engine-or motor-
powered equipment intended for infrequent service work in
inhabited areas, typically requiring commercial. or skilled '

. operatOrs (such as chain saws, log chippers, paving rollers,
etc. ). ·

q ' ·
,

CONSTRUC'1'ION DE'VICE shall mean any powered device or equipment,
designed and intended tor 'use in construction. Examples of
"[""mstruction devices" are air compressors, bulldozers, back-

. .

hoe s, truck s, shovels, derricks, or cranes. '

i .

CONSTRU CTION SITE shall mean that area within which a' contractor
confines a construction operation. This includes defined -

,
T

'

Loundary lines of the project itself plus any contractor
, staging area outside those defined boundary lines and used

,

expressly for the construction. .

.
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T
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.

.

' '

DAYTIME shall mean the period bettveen the hours of seven ante
meridian (7:00 a.m.) and six post meridian (6:00 p.m.. )

. .daily except Sunday according tO the time system locally
"

in e ffe ct. ·

C '

dj3 is the abbreviation for decibel.
.

'

W

.
.

.,
. .

dB(A) shall mean the A.-weighted sound level in decibels, as measured
.

by a general purpose sound level meter complying with the ·

' provisions of Specifications for Sound Level Meters (SI. 4 1971),
'

Americar! National Standards Institute (ANSI), properly calibrated,
'

,

and Qerated on the "A" vveighting network.
.

.

P - '

.

.
.

b .

'

·

EMERGENCY VVORK Work necessary to restore public or private
«

property "to a safe condition following a public calamity or .

'work ' requi-red to protect persons' or property from an immi-
. . .

.

nent exposure to danger. The necessity of such work shall
t

'

be determined by the Building Superintendent or his deputy - .

' 4

or by other authorized emergency or public utility personnel
after consultation with the Superintendent of Buildings. '

.
, .

HOMEOWNER'S LIGHT RESIDENTIAL OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT Shall

mean all engine-or motor -powered garden or maintenance '

tools intended for repetitive use in residential areas, typically
,

""" " capable of being used by a homeowner (such as lawn mowers, 7

garden tools, riding tractors, snow blowers, snow plows, etc. ).
.

. ..

. .
.

Hz is the abbreviation for Hertz, which means cycles per second.
\

<

IMPACT DEVICE shall mean a construction device in which or by
wjiich a hammer, meani"ng a" moving mass of hard solid "

.

material, is mechanically by means of a working fluid or ", "

'"
~

compressed air caused to repetitively impact upon and transmit
kinetic energy to a tool. The tool may be included as part of

" the device, as in the case of a moil on a paving breaker or, the
", - drill steel or a jackhammer, or it may be a mass to which the

't
.

. .

' '
%

' impact dcvice is temporarily connected as in the case of a pile
' and pile driver. Examples of impact devices are pile drivers,

- paving breakers and power impact hammers, impact wrenches,
,

riverters and stud drivers. ,

.

0

INDUSTRIAL USE shall be as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance of
P

the City of Cambridge, Article IV, Section 2. ' '

. , . .. . .. . .. .. .
.

t

~L10LEVEL shall mean the A-weighted sound level exceeded iO% of the
.

.

time .

.
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+NOISE POLLUTION rneiins the presence of that amount of acoustic .
· _· .'

energy for that period of time neceSsary: ,

.
" Q

-· - :"
.

a) to cause temporary or permanent hearing loss in persons '

..

0.. ,

'

_ expos ed:
.

'

. .
e

.d "

, .
.

.
.

.

.. . .
. ,

. .
, ,

:. . . .

.
b) to otherwise be injurious, "or tend to be, on the 'basis of...

· current information, injurious, to the public health or ,

.

:

" 'welfare; .-
" "

"

.
-

.

.

· A .

. .
" " ' " "

" : - .' ' ' ' " '
'

'

U

. ' :" .. · - -

0 ·
'

- .C) to cause a nuisance: -

.

. .
"

' d) to interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life and
·

"

property or the c.onduct .of business; or .

. .
.

" D" "
" " -

.
"

"
- "' -

" ' "

" : "
"' '

.
' " " "

'

- ·

"

" "
. ".

' ' "
"

- '-
"-

'
" ""

e) to exceed standards or restrictions established herein
,

.

or pursuant to the granting of any permit by the '" ".,", .

Superintendent of Buildings.0·

E

- .- -
. ·

' #

· NON-MEASURED NOISE POLLUTING ACTS - U ses and activities ·

. . .
.that cr-eate or cause to be screated loud and unnecessary .

, .

'

.
. . noises which, 'by virtue of the nature, duration or time .

"

.
-

. of occurrence,, are not readily subje'ct to measurement " "
" "

'- · " "
' '

- . -
. - .

"
. ·: ·-

by official testing devices. ·

.

·
"

.
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"

-
" "

"
"

. . ..
'

'
"

.

'

- .

.
'

:" "
, , ' "

.
'

.
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PAVING BREAKER shall mean any hydraulically or pneumatically-
. powered impact device intended to- cut or trench pavement,.

%-

subbase macUam,
,
gravel, concrete or hard ground.

.
.

. I

Y
. . .

" a

C- tT

- PERSON means an individual, partnership ,' as so·ciation, '- firm, syndi :
cate, company, trust, corporation, department, bureau or
agency, QF any other entity recognized by law as the subject .

.
.

," ." "

of rights and duties.
.

.

: '

.

. . . .

r ·

. . .
: '

PILE DRIVER shall mean an impact device designed or used for
.

. .

the driving of piles, columns and other suppOrts into soil . ." '

or other material by means of impact, vibrations, pressure . .

.

,. ,

.

.
'

or other means.
.

.
.

.
" "

. .

."

RESIDENT'.IAL USE shall be as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance
of the City of Cambridge, Article IV, Section 2.
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" SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL (SPL) shall be numerically equal jtO :

. ..

' 20 times the logarithm (to the base 10) of the sound pres.sure '
-

+

, - . " ' " ' '>. - · . -
.,

" " "

to the reference sound pressure (the reference sound pressure
,'

shall equal 20 micropas cals. ) Unless otherwise stated, the
' level is understood to be that of a root mean-square pressure. ·

.
,

F

ZONING DISTRICTS shall mean the zoning districts and land uses
"

therein as established by the Zoning Ordinance \of the City of
'

'

.
P

,

"Cambridge. .
,'. ·
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III. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS OE NOISE EMISSIONS '

·\" .

,

\
,

,
±

. .
' ,

.
V . ·

A. No person or persons owning, leasing, or controlli'ng the · -'

.
, t

. operation of any source or sources of noise shall vviufull%
negligently, or through failure to provide necessary equip- ,

r

P

' merit or facilities or to take necessary precautions, permit .

the establishment or continuation of a condition of noise '

pollution. -
'

"

<

r
.

. .

W
. V ' d ? .

IV. PROHIBITION OF NOISE EMISSIONS WITHIN DWELLING UNITS
"

V

.
. , . . .

P

· A. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons owning, leasing, or
controlling the operation of any source or sources of noise to
make continue or cause to be made or continued any loud, unneces- ·

sary or unusual noise. within a drvelling unit which ei·ther annoys,
'

"

disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace ,
G-

or safety of others living in adjacent dwelling units or otherwise
living in close proximity to the source of noiseo '

. ..
.

e
. , .

.

* C ' ·

V. PROHIBITION O F NON-MEASURED NOISE POLLUTING ACTS -
,

.

. \

Ao The following acts, among others, are declared to be loud,
disturbing and unnecessary noises in vio1ati"on of this ordinance,

- . but said enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive,
"

namely: '
-

'

;t
,

?

·

. a

%-

1) Horns, Signaling Devices, etc, The sounding of any horn or . -
.

. ,

signalling device on any automobile, motorcycle,
'

street car
"

or other vehicle on any street or public place of the city, '

.

except as a danger warning; the creation by means of any '

,

such signaling device of any unreasonably loud or harsh
0

.

.
sound; and the sounding of any such device for an unnecessary

· arid unreasonable period of time. The use of any signalling
device except one operated by hand or electricity; the use

.

. .of any horn, 'whistle or other ckvice operated by engine
exhaust ; and the use of any such signaling device 'when '

E
4

traffic is for any reason held up. ,
.. . .

. . . . . .
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2) Radios, Phonographs, etc. The using, operating, or .·
b ."' permitting to be played, used or operated any radio ' -

y receiving set, musical instrument,.,.. pho2o, ^- or other" "

7 "
' ' " '. rim'""mm'¶ imm'm".'.: . , . , .

""""
"

mac ine or ""eiii'ee:"rE=TTrcidiicing Cr reproducing ofb

.

> \ ' " .
%

,. sound in such manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and
'

,
d . comfort of the neighboring inhabitants or at any time with ""

7

,

17MAfrMN1r
louder volume than is neces,sary for convenient hearing for "'

,
jO

Ndd , the person or persons who are in the room, vehicle or -

'

· chamber in which such machine or device is operated and
%OpjN &'ho are voluntary listeners thereto. - The operation of any -

.A such set, instrument, phonograph, machine or, device '
." '

-

,

',

_ ,
"

, ,,..
.""

j0
' " tN '

between the hours of eleven o'clock p. m. and seven o?c1ock .a. m.
" hju " on weeknights and twelve o'clock p. m. and seven o'"clock a. m, -

.C rtrbj"

l on weekend nights in such a manner as to be plainly audible at
..' d I a distance of fifty (50) feet approximately "fifteen' (15) meters 'from

.jypO a

Ad

-the .building, structure, vehicle, or dw elling' unit._ in which it is -

,

0 r lijcated shall be prirna facie evidence of a violation of this section..
W

' t

.. . ..

. -

NyNb
.

:)
Yelling, Shouting, etc.

"

Y elling, shouting, hooting, --whistling,
or singing on the public streets,' particularly -bCtween the .

hours of 1,1 p.m. and 7 a. m. or at any time or place so
as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort, .or repose of

'

persons in any office, or in any dwelHiig, hotel or other.
0

. type of residence, or of any p'erson.s' in the. vicinity.
,

.. .
b

' ' ·'
, , . ~

.' Q

· · m

' 4) Animals, B irds, etc. The keeping of diiy animal or bird
'

t "

"" which by causing frequent or long coritinueCi noise shall
'

'
- 0

C
4

"

-'

.

" disturb the comfort or Lepose of any persons in the "

'- '""
. - "

.
"

' '
. .

"
. '

.
" : " .- . , .,

.

.,

. vicinity. - · -

, .: -

'
'

.
-

. ... .·'.,
. ' ' · '. ', .

' ' '
. ,- . - ' " ¶· . "

. , . .
""

.
" - ' ' ' ' ' " "

. · ' ·
. . . .

. .. . . ...
. .

. .. . .

. .
, . . .. .

e "

b

.
,

5) Steam Whistle s. The blowing of any locomotive steam .-
'-

"

. whistle or steam whistle attached to any stationary boiler . ,

'

except to give notice of the time to begin or stop work .

· "" "" " "

. , . .

or as a warning of fire or danger, or upon request of .

y

. . .proper city authoritie s.
.

.
.

. .
.

. . . ...
.r -

. . . .
. .

6)' JExhaust s. ·The discharge into the open air of the exhaust ' .·
.

.
" of" any steam engine, stationary internal combustion engine,

,

"

·
- motor boat, or motor vehicle except through a muffler or. .

"" "
"

- Qther device which, will effectively preveht loud or explosive "

.
.

T "

. .noises therefrom.
.. ,

. . .
.. , .

.. . . .

0

. >7) Defect in Vehicle Qr Load: The use of' any automobile,
motorcycle, or vehicle so out of repair, so loaded or

"

'

in such manner as to create loud and unnecesSary grating,
. .grinding, rattling or other noise.

r
:

.

,

8) Loading, 'ttMoading, -Opening B oxes. The creation of a
.

.loud and excessive noise. in connection with loading or ·

. ..6unloading any vehicle or the opening and ,destruction of - .
hbales, crates, and containers. "

,. . . .
' °"

P

.. ., . .

© ·"' " " '
- 7 ,

,

g
, -d

. . ..
. . . .

.

. . ,r.

.
. .

.

, .
' "

.
" ' " · - . . "' " "- · - · "" '

. . B ·. . . . . ,

.. . .. . . .
.

. . . . . . . . . .. ,
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9) Drums. The use of any drum or other instrument or
device For the purpose of attracting attention by creation

.
,

' of noise to any. performance, show,
. sale,

, or exhibition. .

P

.

. ..

e
C P

.
,..10) Flawkers, Peddlers. The shouting and crying of peddlers,.

hawkers and vendors which disturbs thp peace and quiet of
"

-

'

the neighborhood. '
.

¥

¶

:

"

i NOISE RESTRICTIONS ACCORDING TO ZONING DISTRICTS "

0 0
Y

-
· · ,':> .

,

' '
. -

.
" . . .

'
. .

' '
.' '

. .

A.
'

This Regulation shall apply to the use or occupancy of any lot .

r

, or structure thereon and to the noise produced thereby, but" '

L

µshall nof ,apply to the following:
6

,

. . , .. .. .

..

i) To the intermittent or occasional u'sC, during the daytime,
,

. .
.

. .

of light homeomner's residential oiitdoor equipment or .

commercial service equipment provided said equipment
and its use complies svith other provisions of these

,

'

.
' Regulations;

" i .
'

... .
.

.
2) To construction activities and the asso-ciated use of construc- ,

tion devices nor to the noise produced thereby, provided ,

such activities, and such equipment arid its use, comply
.

,
with other provisions of these Regulatiijns; 1,/'\,

, C

. j{
.

3) To the operation of any motor vehicle on any public way, .

nor to .the noise produced thereby.
,.__L

,,

,

*

.,

+
. .

B. Noise in Residential Zoning Districts or Affec"ting Residential Property... - . M'
i 2

No person shall create or cause to be emitted from or by ang source.

-

dNi1 subje t to Regulation VI any noise which causes or results in a maxi-
,

·

jrqAil
Nµf mu 'noise level, measured at any lot line of any lot located in any

Residential .Zoning District or in residential use elsewhere in con- -jjnu formance with the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, in excess of any
' level of the "R esidential District Noise Standard", Regulation VI. E. ,

.if rovided that if said lot is located in any Industrial District, the
AprA4u' maximum) noise level measured at the lot line shall not exceed any

'
° "

level of the "R esidential-lndustrial Noise Standard", Regulation V!. E. .A Noise emitted from construction sites shall- be excepted from this

i3,E, D p' regulation.
,

'

.>

\

6

c,., Noise in Business, Office Zoning Districts
. .

4j
='K

No persoi( shall create or canse to be emitted from or by anylgrµ";l "r
j source subjea to lje tilation V any noise w'hich causes or

results i.n alrnaxirnum noise level, measured at any lot line -

g
' jdNNmf of any lot in"any Business Zoning .'District other than a lot '

WjO CF¢aa1 in residential use in conformance with the
j ' *

.

.. , ,

, . . . , .

.

. y ·

+

" > '"t
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Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, in excess of any level of the
"Business District Noise Standard", Regulation VI. E. Nois e

emitted from construction sites shall be excepted from this
regulation. >

\,

D. Noise in Industrial Zoning Districts
No person shall create or cause to be emitted from or by any
source subject to Regulation VI, any noise which causes or results
in a maximum noise level, measured at any lct line of any lot in
recreational or business use in any Industrial Zoning District in
conformance with the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, in excess of

any level of "Industrial District Noise Standard", Regulation VI. E.
Noise emitted from construction sites shall be excepted from this
regulation.

E. Zoning District Noise Standards

Noise standards referred to in these Regulations for the several
zoning districts of the City of Cambridge, as defined in and
estdblished pursuant to the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance are as
established by the following Table.

TABLE OF ZONING DISTRICT NOISE STANDARDS

Octave Band Maximum Allowable Octave Band Sound Pres sure Levels
P

Center . Residential Re sidential Office
Frequency - in '-

of
"

Industrial - Business Industry
Measurement All Other All(Hz) Daytime

.
Times Daytime Other Anytime Anytime

Time s
=

31. 5 76 68 79 72 79 83

63 75 67 78 71 78 82

125 69 61 73 65 73 77

250 62 52 68 57 68 73

500 56 46 62 51 62 67

1000 50 40 56 45 56 61

2,000 45 33 51 39 5 I 57

4000 40 28 47 34 47 53

8000 38 26 44 32 44 50

· . +

Single- 60 50 65 55 65 70

Numb e r - Egui valent
('dB(A)) I
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VII RESTRICTIONS ON NOISE EMITTED FROM CONSTRU CTION SITES

A. Except as provided for in Regulation VIIC. and VIII)., it shall be

.
unlawful for any person to operate any construction device or
devices on any construction site if the operation of such device

or devices emits noise, measured at the lot line of the affected

property, in excess of the values shown below:
,

.

Lot Use of Affected Property J^1 OLe\' el Max. Noise Level

'

R esidential 75 dB(A) 86 dB(A)

Business or Office
\

80 dB(A) . - - - -

. Industrial 85 dB(A) - - - --

The same level shall apply to a public way as applies to an industrial'
ase. Measurements should not be taken closer than 50 feet or approxi
mately fifteen (15) meters from the nearest active construction device
on the construction site. The maximum noise level shall be measur ed

'

on the sound level meter at slow response.

B . The Ll01evel shall be determined in the following manner:

I) Every ten seconds, on the mark, the A-weighted noise level

on the sound level meter with slow response is recorded

until 100 observations have been made. If, during any of"

these observations, a measurement is substantially affected
by any source outside the construction site (such as aircraft
overflight), measurements made during these periods will
not be considered. However the observation period shall
be extended untill00 valid measurements are obtained, The
1"10 l"ve1 will be that level that is equal to the tenth highest

level recorded.

2) If in the estimation of the person taking the measurements,
outside noise sources contribute significantly to the noise

level, the above procedure shall be repeated (with the same "
.

outside noise source contributions) when construction is

inactive, in order to determine the existing background
I"l0 level. The Ll0 level during construction must exceed

'

the background L)q l"ve1 by 5 dB(A) to be considered a

violation of Regmation VII A.

b

. .
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C. Except as provided for in Re gulation VIJD, it shall be unlawful
to operate a construction device at any street excavation, grading
or repair, utility street work installation or repair, which produces

G'

a noise level exceeding 86 dB(A) at a distance of 50 feet cir approxi-
nately fifteen (15.) meters from the device.

The provisions of Regulation VILA, shall not apply to any con-
struction site covered by Regulation VII C. The provisions of
Regulation VII C. will not 'be applicable. to any construction
device used in emergency service work that is necessary to
return utility service to an area provided that within 24 hours
such device is brought into compliance with Regulation VII C.

or is not reused within the City until it does comply.

,

D. The provisions of Regulation VIILL and VII C, shall not be
applicable to impact devices. -

- ~-

VIII. RESTRICTIONS ON NOISE EMITTED FROM NEW MOTOR VEHICLES

f"" No person shall sell or lease a new motor vehicle that produces a
Ndf maximum noise level, in dB(A), exceeding the following limits

(measured at a distance of fifty (50) feet approximately fifteen (15)jYkl i0
,pp

""ters from the center line of travel.)

-te of Manufacture Light Motor Heavy Motor Motorcycle

V of Vehicle Vehicle Vehicle
'.J '

After date or ordi-
nation 80 84 84

After January I, 1980 7 5 75 75

i1:14ul,r ~ZZmcjrdew ACJm =~=7¥4'i~; *":
kjr":r ^ permits - GENERAL OQe4dr^grj jA <9A4rj'

<r,9 'thz°
.

A. A permit shall constitute permissioa to use or to allow the use
\of a device or to engage in an activity to which reference has

been made in these Regulations or in the Ordinances of the City
of Cambridge.

B. All applications for permits shall be made to the Superintendent
of Buildings in such form and detail as he shall prescribe. Such
application shall not relieve any person from otherwise complying
with the provisions of these Regulations or any other law or
ordinance,

C. S'-ich permit shall include such provisions and conditions as
the Commissioner may deem nece3sary to, protect the public

i

health, welfare and comfort.

.
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D. Any permit required by these Regulations shall be displayed
to any police officer or employee of the Building Department

:"

upon request.

E. Any permit issued by the Superintendent of Buildings under the
provisions of these Regulations may be revoked for violation of
any of the terms and cOnditions' of such permit.

. .

= Exemptions

A. The following use s and activitie s shall be exempt fr om noiSe
, ,.

level regulations:

I-) Noises of safety signals, warning devices," and emergency
pressure relief valves,

2) Noises resulting from any authorized emergency vehicle,
when responding to an emergency call or acting in time -

,

Iof emergency.

3) Any other noise resulting from activities of a temporary
duration permitted by law and for which a license or
permit therefore has been granted by the City in accordance
with Section ,1° ""' of this Ordinance

V

4

4) Any aircraft operated in conformity with, or pursuant to,
'

federal law, federal air regulations, and air traffic control
instruction used pursuant to and within the duly adopted
federal air regulations shall be exempt from the regulations
of this ordin'ance. Any aircraft operating under technical

.

difficulties, in any kind of distress, under emergency orders
,

of air traffic control or being operated pursuant to and

subsequent to the declaration of an emergency under federal
air regulations shall also be exempt from the provisions of
this ordinancep

Ej 5) Noises resulting from emergency work as defined in DEFINI-
" TIONS SECTION.

mpENALTIEs

A. Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shall be

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof,jN¢rfr shall be fined an amount not exceeding $100, or by imprison-
Amµv

I Ynt for not more than 5 days, or by both said fine and said

if µ¢Aµ01mpris onrrlent:
i",81Lk 2? -E~y Qt@Y '

r Z% o,erewf© ,aMnpN«q eL4t
,

t?e 4alNf;&&mj a j'"Oe~j'G b^mgr^gu't
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iB!T, EN FOR CEMENT

A. The Chief of Police of the City of Cambridge shall be the officer
' charged with the enforcement of this ordinance. He shall, at

r

any time necessary, call on the Superintendent of Buildings or
his deputy to provide personnel to perform such tests as the

Chief of Police deems necessary to determine violations of
this ordinance.

.
.

4

WCONFLICT WITH OTHER REGULATIONS

A. The noise regulations shall not relieve any person from
complying with other laws, statutes, codes, regulations, or
ordinances of the Commonwealth or of the City of Cambr'idge@

.' VARIANCES

A. The Superintendent of Buildings may grant variances after public
hearing or may reject applications on review without a hearing. Vari-
ances thus granted may be effective for no longer than one year.

. Yi SEVERABILITY

A. Ea ch of these Regulations shall be constructed as separate to
the end that if any Regulation or section, sentence, clause or,

phrase thereof shall be held invalid for any reason, the
remainder of these Regulations shall continue in full force.

/
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ORDINANCE No. m.

Final j'ublication No. 1903., First Publication ,in the Chronicle Sun on March 24, 1977·
k

. f
,

. .

. .
.

~""'I)") ' Citp of Canibribge
a Q "-'"·.·. .

CO

,

' %($,::l:tii'y " '

" ' '

' '

' "
.

I
r

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven
t

µ

1·,

.

,

.

F

,

AN ORDINANCE
' In amendment to an 'ordinance formerly entitled: "The Gerieral Ordinances of

, the City of Cambridge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of
the City of Cambridge".

,

i

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
b

¶

Chapter Thirteen entitled: "Offenses" Article IV entitled: "Offenses
,

Against Pttblic Peace" is hereby amended by striking out the present
\

sections 13-10 and 13-11 and substituting in place thereof a new section

A-lO entitled: "Remlations for the Control of Noise",
. .

,
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noise control regulation - city of cambripge
,

. .

. . . ,

, . . .
. . .

t
.

I." Fjurpose
\

4

II, Definitions .

. . ,

III. Gcneral'Prohibition of Noise Emissions
.

..

IV.' Prohibition of Noise Emissions in Dwelling Units
9

V. Prohibition of Non-Mcasured Noise Polluting Acts
, ,

VI. Restrictions - Zoning Districts
,

t ,

VII. Restirictions - Construction Sites '

G

0

4

vin. Restrictions - Noise Emitted from New Motor Vehicles
.

P

d

IX. Interstate Motor Carrier Operation Standard

X. Permits
4

E ' i

XI. · EXemptions .P

Y

0

XII. Penalties ,

.
.

, .

.k

XIII. Enforcement
t

XIV. Conflict ·
'

,
%
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. t t ,

.

XV. Variances
.
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,

' XVI. Severability
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13-lCh RemLations for the Control of Noise.
¶

. t

I. PURPOSE. '

.,

. \ '
'

This ordinance provides standards for the control of noise pollution
and prohibits those acts which most frequently create noise pollution. The ·

general objectives of these standards are to secure the public healthq cOmfort,
convenience, and safety of," aiad to promote the welfare¶ prosperity, peace and

fquiet of, thC citizens of the City of Cambridgeo
f k

b

. .

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:-,

t

II. DEFLNITI0N&
.

\

"~-

Terms used in this ordinance shall be defined as follows:- .

.
a ' ,

4

t

ACOUSTICAL TFERMINOLOGY
- Acoustical TeMiriology used' throughout these regulations

is that most recently approved as American Standard ,

Acoustical Terminology by the American National Standards
Institute (ANSI); except as may be specified otherwise
hereim

F

BUSINESS USE
- , shall be as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance of the

C City of Cambridge Article IV, S@tiorl 2.1 p

, ·
. &

,d
" ' '

..
·

,
.

'

·
' ' .

.. .,. . , . ,
.

,¥

,

CONSTRUCTION
- shall,mean any and all physical activity necessary.

'

or incidental to the erection, placement, demOlition,
assembling, altering, cleaning, repairing, installing¶
or equipping of buildings and other structures, public

, or private highways, roads¶ premises, parks¶ utility
lines, or other property, and shall include larid clear-
ing, grading, excavating, filling and peiving..

L

.
.

. .

COMMERCIAL SERVICE EQUIPMENT
- shall mean all engine-or motor-powered eqµipment

intended for infrequent service, work' in inhabitQ areas,
'

, typically requiring comhierciQl or skilled opejrators (such
as chain Saws, log chippers, paving rollers¶ etc. )0

,
,

,

,
,

.

constructive device - sjiall mean any powered 'devicc Or equipment, designed'
and intended for use in construction. EXamples of

4

,
"construction devices" are air compressors¶ b1111dozers¶
backhoes9 trucks¶ shovels¶ derricks¶ '

or cranes.'
T

,
T

. ,.

t '
\ ,

. ·

CONSTRUCTION SITE - shall mean 'that area within which a contractor confines
a constniction operation0 This includes defined bound-

'

ary' lines of thc project itself plus any contractor
staging area outside thosc defined bOiindary lines and
used expressly for ,'the construction. ,

'

X.

,
L

Y

.

.

DAYTIME
- shall mean the period between the, 'hc)urs of seven ante

, meridian (7:oo A: M: ) and six post meridian (6:00 P. 1'4. )
.

daily except Sunday according to the time system locallyi

t

in effectB .

k"

r

.,

.

" ' S

b

S ·
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-
'

"

"
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City uf Gl1nbtibGE
,

,
.

.

dB
'

'

is the ,abbHviation for decibeL "

T

t

dB(A) shali mean ,the A weighted sound level in 'decibels,
as measured by a general purpose sound level meter

'

complying with the provisions of Specifications for
' Sound Level Meters SL 4 1971), American National

. StanciaN Institute ANSI), properly calibrated, and. t . ·

.operdted on the "A" Meighting network,,
q

«

EMERGfNCY WORK

- work necessary to restore public or private property
to a safe condition following a public calamity orI . 7

work required to p:Cotect persons or property from an
imminent exposure to' ¢1anger. The necessity of such
work sha1j be determined by the Building Superintendent

.

'

. or his depiity or ,by other authorized emergency or public
° utility personnel after consultation with the Superin-

"

tendent of Buildingm
.

> · <

.

f 'a

.

HOMEOWNER'S LIGHT RESSIDE1\ITIAI, 0UTIX)OR EQUIPMENT shall mean all engine-cir moto;r-
. ,

powered garden or maintenance tools intended for re-
· petitive use in residential areas, typically capable

of being used by a homeowner (such as lawn mowers,
,

r

N,

· \ garden toois¶ riding traCtor,sg snow blo,wers¶ snow
F ' ' L

" " ' '

,

plows¶ etc0 )0
%

4
3 d

, .
L

i.

Hz is the abbreviation for Hertz¶ which means cycles
per second.

.. .

IMPACT DEVICE
- shall mean a construction device in which or by which

' a hamner¶ meaning a moving mass of hard solid material,
is mechanically by means of a working tluici or compress-

, ,' ed air caused to repetitively irr)pact upon and transmit
kinetic energy to a tool. The tool may be ihcluded0

as part of the device, as in the case of a moil on a.
.

. . .
. . ,

paving breaker or the drill steel or a jackhammer, or
Cit may' be a mass to which the impact device is tem-

porarily connected as in the case of a pile and pilet

' driver0 EXamples of impact devices are pile drivers,
.

' paving breakers and power impact hammers, impact
.

' wrenches¶ riverters and stud driverso

Inixjstrial USE '- shall be as set forth" in the Zoning Ordinance of the
'

"

City of Cambridge, Article IV, Section 2.
.

k

.

.

.
t

.
. , . .

.
.

· _ 4 _
'

E

.

' t
,

L

,

P

( '
+ +

k

F

.



.

*

a ,

r
C '

'
' '

?

4
' t

7

,

C. C, fO6
"\

.

d
A

r'
.,

. ; ,

,H t
T

. 3
' + %

' '. \

P

- (lity uf EujubgE
I

r

Fi0level,
'

shall mean the A-weighted, sound level
,

' exceeded 10% of the timee
L

d
P

,

NOISE POLLUTION
- means the presence of that amount of

acoustic energy for that period of time
necessary:—

t

,,
. .

,

a')
,
to cause temporary or permanent hear-

,
' " ' ' ' 0 0

. trig loss iii persons exposed;
I

b) t'o otherNise be injurious, or tend to
P

7

\ be, on thC basis of current informa-
'

tion, injurious, to the public health
'

or welfare ;
.

f
.h

c ) to cause a nuisance;
#

)
F

' d)" to interfere with the comfortable en-
, ' +

" joyment of life and property or the
.

conduct of business; 'or- . k ' · , , .. , . . . . . .
. .1 4 ·

e )' ' to exceed standards or restrictions
established herein or pursuant to
the ,Fgranting of any pernjit by 'the
Superintendent of BUldhgsoP

¥

t
· . · . ,

t

NON-MEASURED NOISE POLLUTION ACTS
-

' Uses and activities that create or cause
. to be Created loud and unnecessary noises

which, by virtue of the nature, diiration
,

' or' time of occurrence9 are not readily
subject' to measurement by official test-

'
' ' ing devices®

\

PAVING BREAKER
- shall mean any hydraulically or pneumatical-

,

ly powered impact device intended to cut or
' trench pavernent7 subbase lnacadan1¶ gravel,

. concrete or hard grounM
> - · : ' ' '

t

PERSON
- means an individual¶ partnership, associa-

tion, firm, syryiicate, company, trust,P ' ¥

·
' corporation, departlnent, bureau 'or agency¶

,

· or any other entity recognized by law as
the subject of rights and duties@

,

PILE DRIVER
- shall mean an impact device designed or

used for the driving of piles, columns
and other supports into soil or other

' material by means of impact, vibrations,
'

, pressure or other mearm
.

,
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RESIDENTIAL USE -

sHaii be as set fojth in the Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Cambridge,

' Article IV, Section 2. ·

SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL (SPL)
- - shall be numerically equal to twenty .

times the logarithm (to the base ten)
of the sound pressure to the reference

.

,

sound pressure (the reference sound
W

. ,

pressure shall equal twenty micropascalso )

Unless otherwise 'stated, the level is 7

'understood to be that of a root mean-
. squcire pressure.

.
k

ZONING DISTRICTS - shall meah the zoning districts and land
uses therein as established by the Zoning

'

. Ordinance of the City of· Cambridge.
' - , t

.,

' " :' .
'.: ·. ' i' ,

'
,

"' '
,
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IIIo GENERAL PROHIBITIONS OF NOISE MISSIONS.
J

. .

t

L
P '

.

.b

A. 'No person or persons owning¶ ,leasing¶ or controlling the operation
" of any source or sources of noise shall willfully, neg1i gently, or

through failure to provide necessary equipment or,,faci1ities or to
take nccessary precautions¶ permit the establishment or continuation
of a condition of noise pollutiom ' " - ·

# · " 0

E

. . ' C
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P

i ,
'

.

, IV. P,R0HIBITION OF NOISE EMISSIONS WITHIN DNET,T,T1IG UNITS. '

· r

. .,

.

.

Ag It shall be unlawful for any person or persons owning¶ leasing¶ or
controlling the operatiOn of any source or sources of noise to make
continue or cause to be made or continued any loud¶ unnecessary or
unusual noise within a dwelling unit which either annC)ysi disj:urbs, .

injures oil endangers the comfort, repose,, health, peace or safety
of other living in adja(:ent. due11ing units or otherwise livihg in
close proximity to the source' of noise©

rq '
.
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.
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V0 PROHIBITION OF NON-MEASURED NOISE POLLU'LLNG ACTS.
µ

. . .
,

r' . ,

Ag The following acts, among othei:s, are declared to be ioud¶ distuFbing
* and unnecessary noises in vi'ohtion of this ordinance, .biit said '

enumeration shall not be, deejned to be exclus'ive namely: ' '

P
¶ · .

.
. .

I) Horrls¶ SiRnalinq Devices? etc0 The sounding of any horn or
signalling device on any automobile? motorcycle¶ street car
or other vehicle on any street 'or pub1ic place of the cityj
except as a danger warning; the creatiOn by means of any such

'

signajling device (if any unrCasonaly' lOud Or harsh sound; and
the sounding of any such device for an unnCcessary and un-

'

,
, '. reasonable period of time6 The usc of any, signa11ing' device

' except one operated by hand or electricify; the uSe of 'ariy
horn, whistle or other device operated by engine exhaust; "and
the use of any suCh signalling device when traffic is for any '

.
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2) Radios? Phon%raphs¶ Ctc. The using, operating, or permitting
to be played¶ used or operated any radio receiving set, musical

" iristrument, phonographj loudspeaker or public aUress systcms,
unless used by the City of Cambridge or other machine or device

· for the producing or reproducirig of sound in such manner as to
disturb the peace", quiCt and c.omfort of the neighboring inhabit-
ants or at any time with louder volijme than is necessary for

, convenient hearing for the person or persons who are in the
Y room, vehiCle or chamber in which such machine orAevice is op-,

' Crated and who are voluntary listeners thereto0 The operation
of any' such set, iristimmeht, phonograph, machine or device

' between the hours of eleven o'clock P, i\/i., and seven dclock A. Me

on weekliights and twelve ci'clock P. M. and seven o'clock A. M.

on weekeixi night's in such a manner as to be plainly audible
,

at a distance of fifty (5O) feet approximately fifteen (i5)
meters from the building, structure, vehicle, or dwelling unit
in which it is located shall be prima facie evidence of a

.' Uiolatio'n of this" sectiom
.

.
I F

3) Yellink? Shoutin,q¶ etc. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling,
or singing oh the public streets, particularly between the hours

,

of 11:00 P. M. and 7:(jq A. M. or at any time or place so as to
annoy or disturb the quiet¶ comfort, or repose of 'persons in

g any officC, or in any dwelling, hotel or other type of residence,
P

,

' or of any persons in the vicinitye
,, .

.

dF

4) Animals? Birds? etc. The'keejhng of' any animal or bird which
'4

.

by causing frequent or long 'continued noise shall disturb the
comfort or repose of any persons in the vicinity.

t

r
A

5) Stearn Whistles0 The blowing of any locomotive steam whistle
'

of steanj whistle iittached to any stationary boiler except to
a

give notice of. the time to begin or stop work or as 'a warning
of fire or danger, or upon request of proper city authoriti'es0

,

6) EXhausts. The d'ischai:ge into the c)pen air of the exhctust '

of any steam engine¶ stationary internal combustion ehgihe,
motor boat¶ or motor vehicle except through a muffler or
other device which will effectively prevent loud or explosive
noises therefrom.
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7) Defect in Vehicle or Loadi The use 'of any automobile,

motorcycle, or vehicle,, so Out of repair, so loaded or
, in siich mannCr as to Create loud and ilnnecessary grat-

b ing¶ grinditig, rattling or other noise. ,

8) LC)adin& Unloadim 0peninR Boxes. The creation of a .loud
and excessive noise in connection with loading or unloading
any vehicle or the openQg and destruction of bales, crates,

,
:

. ,
'

. . .and containers. '

t

,

I
,

L "
O

F

9) Drums.
,

The use of any drum or other instrutnent or deviCe ·

' for the purpose of attracting attention by creation of'
, jioise 'to any performance, showj sale¶ or exhibitiom

,.

10) Hawkers? E'edd1ers. The shojjting and Crying of peddlers,
hawkers and vendors Nhich .diSturbs' the peace and quiet oft

P the neighborhood. ' " '- . ,.
.

V
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VI. NOISE RESTRICTIONS ACCORDING. TO ZONING DISTRICTS. i -< .
,

?

t' q '

,

" A. This regulatiod shajl apply 'to ,Ehe
use or ci¢'cupancy of "any lot

or structure thereon and to "the noise proUced thercby, but shall
.

.« , ,not appjj' to the following:- ' '

t

. . '

.. ,

, X , ' . r t

I) To the intermittint or occdsional uSe, during,fhe daytime,
of light homeownei^s 'residential (?cL£door e'quipment or .

. ,

T

commcrcial service equipment provided Utid equipment and

its use complies with other provisions of these :Cegulations;P . ' k

. t .
, ,,

. .

2) To construction activities and the dssociated use of con-.

struction deviceS nor to the noise produced thereby?
E provided sUch activities, and such equipment and its use,— '

comply wit,h other provisions of the,se sregulations; i

: -' . "
.

..T .
' '

' "i
.

' " "i · i ·.3) To the opet'ation of any motor vefiicle 'on any publiC way, "

nor to the noise produced 'ther'eby.
r

a

;t , ,

t '

b. noise In residential zoningtdistricts oR af1?ecting residential property.
a

,
< ' .

F

" t \
. ' " '

.
'

.
" :

' " ', " ' ' . -
'

'
'

T

No person shajl create Or cause to be emitteci from Or by any source
subject to regulatiori VI any noise .'which causes or results in a
noise level, measured at any lot line of any- lot located in any
Residential Zoning District or in residential use elsewhere ,in
conformance with the "Cambridge 'Zoning OrdinanCe, in excCss of 'any
level of the "Residintial Oistrict Noise Standard",' Regu1ation VI.
E., provided that it said iot is locatCd" any Industrial District,I ' r

· the notse level mCasured, at' the lot linC' shall not exceed any level
of the "Residential-liidustrial Noise Standard", Regulation VI. E.

: Noise emitted from construction sites shM'1 be cxceptied fiUm this
.
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C. NOISE IN BUSINESS, OFFICE ZONING DISTRICTS. '

T ' . I' "

No person shall create or cause to be emitted from or by any '

source subject to Regulation V any noise which causes or
results in a noise level¶ measured at any lot line of any lot
in any Business Zoning District other than a lot in resident-

,

ial use in conformance with the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance,
. ' X

in excess of any level of the "Business' Distruct Noise
.

Standard", Regulation VI. E. Noise emitted from constrtiction
sites shall be excepted from fhis regulatiom

t

.1

, · . :

¥

.

D. NOISE IN INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICTS. :

t ,

No person shall create or cause to be emitted from or by any
source subject to Regulation VI, ' any noise which causes or

. results in a nojse .level, 'measured at any lot line of any
"

lot in recreatiOnal .Or bui esS Use' in y Industrial Zoning
Distruct in conformance' with the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance,.
in excess of- any Jevel of,,"'lndustria1' D strict Eoise,Standard",
RCgulation VI. E. NOise emitted from cOnstrucHon sttes shall '

be excCpted from thi's' regulation.
:

'b
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E. ZONING DISTJU'CT NOISE STANDARDS.
.

P

. ,

. t ,

.
4·

i

. . . .

Noise standards re"ferred tO in these Regulat,ions for- the several
u ' · ' '

,
: \

zoning districts of the .City of Carilbridiie, as defined in and
· established pursuan£ to the camljridge Zoning Ordinance are as

estabiished by the following Table.
, ,

'
'

4

r ,

, . . .
. ..,

r
P

. ' . ' ' ' :

TABLE OF ZONING OISTRICT NOISE STANDARDS
%

. .. . . . , .
P

, T
¶

.. .

Maximum ,A11nwable Octave Band Sound Pressure Levels : .

Y

b
p

a ' ' V

r. . . . . . , . .
.

. ., .

Octave Band
'

" '" ' '

. .

Center I .'.
"

' "
' ' Residential . .

Frequency of ' Residentiill ', '

in In(i1istriai &£Zeegs IridustrZT,
C

Measurement .
'

'
- . .

" '
' '

'

3ayUme ' All other Daytime' All other L Anytime Anytime(Hz )
-

'

'

· ·· ' ' '
' '

"
'

'

i
' "

' ' tines : ' "' "· " ' t jIlCS 4
' ' '

. d r
· : ; ·

,
.

. , . ' ·
,

L

' r' ' '" " ,,
·

-
' p

31.5 76 68 ' 79 72 79 83
63 75 67

,

,7$ 71 78 82
125 69 61

,

73 65 73 77
250 62 '52 ', " 68 t 57 ?

' ' 68 73
5qq 56 46 62 ' " 51 ' 62 67

1000 50 40 56 45 56 61
2000 45 33 51 39 51

,
57

4000 40 29 47 34 47' 53

,
8000 % 26 'q44:

a

t 32 "' 44 Sq

Single Number- '
G

. .. ,

Equivalent ' ' '
·

.

(dB(A)) 60 5q 6,5
'

55 65 70
t V
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VII. RESTRICIIONS ON NOISE EMITTED FROM CONSTHJCTION SITES. '

r '

C

· F · ' k b '

A. EXcept as provided for in Regulation VIIw C. and VII0 D., it shall
' be unlawful for any person to operate any construction device or

dCvices oh' any eonstructiori site if 'the operatiOn of such device
'

b

or devices emits noise, t measured at the lot line of the affected
property,¶ iµ excess of .the values shown below:- ,

. .

.
, .

.

.

.
r "

LOT USE OF Ai?i?ECTED P PEETY L10LEVEL' MAX, NOISE LEVEL
. .

C '

,,

T
P

' Residential 75 dB(A)
'

86 dB(A)
.

, .
.

- ' · ? ' · ' ' · '

Busihess or, Office
,

80 dB(A) ' '

i C

' Industrial ,'
¶

""

,

'P --' '
,

' 85 dB(A)
.e

.

, . . 1

.
, tT

<.k

?
, ..

The same level sAiaii apply to a public way as applies to an
t

. industrial use. Measurements should not be taken closer than
' fifty feet or approximately fifteen (i5) meters from the nearest

" active constrtiCtion "deiiice oil the ,constmction site. The max-
imum noiSe levCl Shall' bC' measured on the sound level meter at

, P
, 4 . .

, . . , ,

t 'slow response.
'

'

Y ' t .t
., .

.

,

.. .
r

\' B. The L10LEVEL SHALL BE DETFR4INED IN THE FOIJJOWING MANNER:-.

i
, i . I

I)
,

Ev¢ jten seConds, .,on 'the mark? the A-weighted noise level
t

.

' on t'hC sound .level meter with slow response is recorded
' until 100 observations "have 'been made(, If, during any of

these observations,' a me[asurement is substantially affected ,

by any SQurce outside the construction site (such as air-
' - craft overflight )¶ measurements made during these periods

will not be considered, However the observation period shall .

be enended until 'iOO valid measurements are obtained. The
. . .

LjjjleVel will be that level that is equal to the tenth highest Y

. .

·
.' level reCorded.

t ,

g

' ) If in tfie estimation of the person t"aking the measurements¶

outside nOise sourCes' contriMite significahtly to the noise
, level, the above proc¢dure shall be repeated (with the same

outside noise source contributions) when coiistruction is
inactive¶ in order to ¢1etermine the e,xisting background LlO

.
i · . . · ' .:

' level. The LjOlevel during condtniction must exceed the
'

'
.

¥
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,

,

' ·

,
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P

P

. .

,

'

backgroimd Ljjjlevel by 5," dB(A) to be considered a violation
. . , . .

*
, . .

Qf Regulation VII. A. ,
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C. EXcept as prOvided for in Regulation VII. D., it shall be unlawful
to "'operate a' ConStruction device at any street excavation, grading

F . ,'
, · 4

. or repair¶p.utility strect 'work installation or repair¶ whiCh pro-
duces a noise,' le'vel'exce'eding 86 dB(A) at a distance of fifty (5O)

feet or 'apprc)xjjnately 'fifteen "(i5) meters from ,the device.
. . .

L , ,

tt · ¶

r
,

' The provisioris of Regulation VLLo A., shall not apply to 'any con-
k struction site covered by Regulatioii VII. C. The provisions of

, Regulation VII. C. will not be applicable to any construction
<

" " device used in emergency service 'work that is necessary to :t8eturn ,

' utility service to an area provided that within twenty-four (2lj
'

P

" '

··. hours such device is brought into compliance «ith Regulation VII.
,

C. gr is not reijsed, withipt thq ci)y y'til it docs comply.
.e

. ,
i

.

d. "" The provi'sions ,of RegijLation VII. Ab 4and VII. C. shall not be
q A. · . 0: " " ' ' ' ,1 ' '0 ' ' ' ' ' " ' ' " ' ' ' ' '

' '
' ' ' '

. ,appltcable to .inpact devices.
,

,

. , ., .
,

' P '
P

t '
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VIII. RESTRICTIONS ON NOISE EMITTED FROM NEW MOTOR VEHICLES.
4 ' ' ¥

F . . ,. ^P

,

Y No persoit shall sell or lease a new motor vehicle ,that produces
a' maxinium noise 'level, in dB(A), exceeding thc following limits

' 'measured7 at a distance of fifty (5o) feet approxirnatcly fifte'en
15) metCrs from the center line of travel. )

, .

,
P

,
'

, ,

.
" ' ' W

, r L

Date of Manufactiire L

' p,Ligilt Motor Heavy Motor Motorcycle
' Qt vehiQe ' "" ' vehicle - vehicle

'

'

' ·' I

,

.after date or ordina- :' '

· /
' f

tion ' 80
' " 8L, 8/+

. ,.

after january 1, 1980
, 75 75 75

L

.

. .

4
%

· .

P

IX. INTERSTATE MOTOR CARRIER OPERATION STANDARDS. 7

T '

k ·
*

L '

. .
?

4

' No motor 'cihrier subject to" these regulations shall operate any
motor vehiclc of a tylje to whiCh this regulation is applicable
which at any time or under any 'condition of highway grade, load,

." ' acceleration or, deccleration generateS a' souhd level in excess of
Q&jb(a) measured on ah open site with fast meter response at fifty
(5o) fe'et from the cCnteriijie of lane of travel on highways with
speed' limits of thirtyAhree (33) MPH or less; or ninety ('9O) dB(A)

.

Measured on an' open site with fast meter response at fifty (50)
feet from the centerline of lane of travel on highways with speed

limits of more than thirty-five (35) MPH.
.
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X. PERMITS
-

GENERAL. ' '
g, 0

.

. . ,

.

. .
.

C ' '

, ' , . , ' , , - . t' i .
. ·

Ao A pcrmit shall constitute pCi'mission to use or to M1nw thc use
,

of a cievice or to engage inAn ,iictivity to Milch reference has ·

been made in these Regulations or in the Ordinances of the City
'

of Cambridge. ' '

.

?

m

B0 All applications for perniitS Shall be made to the Superintendent
of Buildings in such form and detail as he 'shall prescribe. such '

application shall not relieve anY pei:son from otheriiise complying
with the provisions of these Regulatioris or any other law or r

ordinance.
.

-
1 ' '

,

C. Such permit shall include sUch provisions arid conditions as the
Commissioner may deem necessary to protect thc public health,

. . .

'
, · , . ' : , ,welfare md comfort. r

, . -
·

, ,. .

.. .,
1

4 : ,

..

' D. Any permit required by these" Regulations shall be displayed to any
police officer or employee of the Building Departinent upon request.

.

. .

' E. Any permit i'ssucd by the S11perintendent of Buildings udder the
provisions of these Regulations may be revoked' for violation of
any of the terms and conditiQns of such permit. ' .

.

. ,
.

.

F ' t

XI. h)X 'MPTIONS.
,

- L . . ' " " ' " ' '·' i ,

' :i , , .· . ,,' C

A. The f(jllQwing uses and activities sha11 'be exempt frOm ,noiSe
.

lcvel regulations:- ·

r

I') Noises of safety signals,' wamiilg devices, and cmergency
,

pressure relief Valves.'
. .

. ,

' .
.

.
¥·'

. ' .
. ' ' ' ·. . t

· .

. Y
,

,
'

. , , .

,2) Noises resulting from arty' authorized ' emerEency vehicle, when
respondiiig, to an emergency call or acting" in time of emergency.

t
. , .

.
.

. . ,

e

3) Ar!y other noise resulting from activities of a temporajy dura-
tion peiynitted 1?y law" dnd for which a licCnse or pehnit ',there-
fore has been granied by tjie City in acCordance with Section
X of this Ordinance. :

', '

' , '. ,

,
' ' · .

'
· t ' " ' '

'}, .' 'i
.

· :. . · .. '4 .
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P
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. . .
.

.

.
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4) Any aircraft' operdted' in conformity with, or pursuant to,
federal law, federal air reguiations¶ and air traffic control
instruction used pursuant to and within the duly adopted

' federal air regulations shall be exempt from the regulations t

of this ordinanCe© Any aircraft operat g under technical
' difficulties, in any kirid' of distreSs, under emergency orderS

of air traffic control or being operated pursuant to and sub~
' sequent to the declaration of an emergency under federal air -

' regulations sha'11 also be exempt frOm "the pimisions of this..

ordinance. \
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5 ) Noises
'

resulting from emergency work as defined in
DEFINITIONS SECTION.

\

· C

XII. PENALTIES. ",,
, .

,

i

4

A. Any person who violates any provisiOn of this ordinatice shall be F

'

deCmed guilty of a misdemeanor atid upOn conviction thereof Shall
be fined an amount not exceeding $lOCh00, or' by impris,onment for .

·

not more than five (5) days,. or iby both said fine and said im-'
e :.

· 4 · '

- prisonment. , ,
,

'

,,, <,. , .&

. ,
. ,

.

.

.

4

. ' ' ,· ' · ;
. .

.

. .

B. Every day that the offense continues shall be cons'idcred a
6 ' 6 C .

' '
-

,

, 7

' separate vIolatlon0 .

,.

+
.

:
.

;
a
, . , .

,XIII. ENFORCEMEWF.
,

,
m

·
. , >

,' r
'

. .
. ¢

. , . .. .

A. The Chief of "POlice of .the (iit'jr'of Cambri ge Shall be the officer
charged with the 'enforcement of 'this' ordinance. He shall, at any
time necessary, call on the' Superintcndent of Bttildings or his
deputy to provide personnel to pcrform such tests as the chief
of Police deems necessary to' determine violations of this ordinance.

, , \
I t

.
e

Xljk CONFLICT WITH OTHER RISGULATIOWS.
'

'
' - .

' t ' ' ' ' -
:

"'
T

' ' '
,

'
' '. ·

. ,

' .' :
.

' · '
, /

A. The noise regulations shall not relieve' any person from complyiiig
with other laws, statutesg codes, regulatic)ns,/ dr ohiihances of
Ute Coinmonwealth or of the City of Cambridge. '

.'
P P

" F

. , ..
, ,

d
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r
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XV. VARIANCES. " '"'
..

:
.

.

'

: '
,

.
'

' ' '

L . i'
.

. ' · 4

Ao The Superintendent of Buildings may grant variancCs after public
hearing' Dr inay reject appli¢ations on review without a ht;aring.

.

Variahces thus grantcd may 'be teffective for .no longer than one

,
year. "'

t '
r

'

' "
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r
, .

1

T.. .
. . . . .
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XVI. SEVERABILITY. ,'r
,

,

,

,4' " ' ' '
" " ' "' '
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r
>
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. .
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. , . .
. .
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4 . ' : , ,

, ,

' ' ' .
G 4

A0 Each of these Reguldtions shall be constructed as s'eparate to :

the end that if' any, Regulation !jr section,' sentejice, clause oi:
, ,. *

phrase thereof shal1° be held 'invalid' for Miy reason, tile re-
mainder of these Regulations shall contintie in full force. , .

i

I 4

. .
.

1 ' '
. , . ,

. ' ' I

t

,,T

In City Council April'll, l9770
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aPassed to be ordained as amended by a yea and nay -vote:- Yeas 7; Nays 0;
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ijames I,. Sullivan, City Manager.
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ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City 'Clerk; ,"
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'q?i,i:i]):g)))"" Cit'y of Cambribge

_. _-

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances of the -

City of Cambridge"' as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of the
City of Cambridge'".

"

{

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
r·

Chapter Thirteen entitled: "Offenses" Article IV entitled: "Offenses Against

Public Peace" is hereby amended by striking out the present sections ijj-iO and
..

A-ll and substituting in place thereof a new section 13-10 ,entit1ed: "Regula-

tions for the Control of Noisc"o b

P

.

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk. "

L

-4 ' .

tNOTE:- Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 43, Section 2jj,
.

'
-d Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter, the ordinance

as aforesaid, which, exceeds in length eight octavo pages of ordinary book':
print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form of a
printed pamphlet during office hours on or after March 14, 19'77·

.
P

By order of the City Council, .

Paul E., Healy, City Clerk.

In City Council Aprii ll, 1977·

Passed to be ordained as amended by a yea and nay vote:- Yeas 7; Nays 0; Absent 2.
L

t

James L._ Sii11ivan, City Manager.

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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ORDINANCE NO. m." "' Final Publication No. 1903, First Publication in the Chronicle Sun on March 24, i977·
b

,

)) Cit!' of Canibribge
C! -"1 ;".' (O

'°°::""::::ti,i:jy
'

'

,
i

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven
C

...

, .

T

AN ORDINANCE
Iii amendment to an ordinance formerly entitieCi: "The General Ordinances of the
City of Cambridge" as revised in 1972 a'nd now designated as "The Code of the
City of Cambridge". L

4

F

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
P

.
µ

t

Chapter Thirteen entitled: "Offenses" Article IV entitled: "Offenses Against '

.

Public Peace" is hereby amended by striking out the present sections 13-10 and
. . . *

k ' '

13-ll and substituting in place thereof a new section 13-10 entitled: "Regula-

'

tions for the Control of Noise". '
·

I
.

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
· P

NOTE:- Pursuant to the provisions of Genera,1 Laws, Chapter 43, Section 23, '

.

.

Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter, the ordinance
as aforesaid, whicti exceeds in length eight octavo pages of 'ordinary book'.:

print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form of a .

printed pamphlet during office hours on or after March i4, 1977·

"X

By order of .the City Council,
- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

T

In City Council April ll, 1977· '
>

t

Passed to be ordained as
amended' by a yea and nay vote:- Yeas 7; Nays 0; Absent 2.

&

James L. Sn11ivan, City Manager. "

,

P

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk. '
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ORDINANCE NO. m."' "
' Final Publication No. 1903 First Publication in the Chronicle Sun on March 21,, 1977·

'

'"4"), Citp d Ca'nib'tibge '

'
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,
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'
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r

'" 'C/MINE DONK1K
.

..

P In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven
.

&

. .

,

,

AN ORDINANCE
,

In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances of the
City of Cambridge"' as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of the
City, of Cambridge". '

.

. a

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
.

.

Chapter Thirteen entitled: "Offenses" Article IV entitled: "Offenses Against

Public Peace" is hereby amended by striking out the present sections 13-10 and
!

. . .L

,

13-ll and substituting in place thereof a new section 13-10 entitled: "Regula-
.

tions for the Control of Noise". .

. .

I

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
.

NOTE:- Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 43, Section 23,
Tercentenµy Edition, being a ¢part of the City Charter, the ordinance "

as aforesaid, which exceeds in length eight octavo pages of ordinary boo|c'

print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form of a
e

printed Pamphlet during office hours on or after March i4, 1977· "

0

.

F

>
+—

P' By order of the City Council,
Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

t

In City Council April ll, l97'7· '
·

.

. ,

Passed to be ordained as amended by a yea and nay vote:- Yeas 7; Nays 0; Absent 2."

P

James L., Siil1ivan, City Manager.
T

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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ORDINANCE NO. m." "' Final Publication No. i9O3 First Publication in the Chronicle Sun on March 21,, i977·

\, Citp of Candiribge
. . · 0 't

·
C! '""·· V) 'igo,::ti?,:"y'/

'

'

. ,

· P

't

In the Year One Thousarid; Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven
h

© ,

P

b

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances of the
City of CambriQge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of 'the
City of Cambridge".

I

,

0

.
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

K

Y

.

Chapter Thirteen entitled: 'UJffenses" Article IV entitled: "Offenses Against
.

Public Peace" is hereby amended by striking out the present sections 13-10 and
. . .

13-ll and substituting in place thereof a new section 13-10 entitled: "Regula-
.

F

'

tions for the Control of Noise".
,

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
· 4 .

NOTE:- Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 43, Section 23,
,

Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter, the ordinance
as aforesaid, which exceeds in length eight octavo pages of ordinary boo|j
print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form of a

printed pamphlet during office hours on or after I4arch 14, l977· ·

,

dBy order 'of the Cityq Council, -

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
· S

,T

. T

,. .

M In City Council April ll, 1977·

Passed to be ordained as amended by a yea and nay vote:- Yeas 7; Nays 0; Absent 2.
3

James L., Sii11ivan, City Manager.
µ

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
.
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ORDINANCE NO. m..

' " Final Publication No. i9O>> First. Publication in the Chronicle Sun on March 24, 1977·
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, In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven
t ,

,
P

.

P

T

,

t ..

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances of the
City of Cambridge" as revised in 1¶2 and now designated as "The Code of the
City of Cambridge". ,

i

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
P

.

Chapter Thirteen entitled: "Offenses" Article IV entitled: "Offenses Against
.

h

.

P Public Peace" is hereby amended by striking out the present sections 13-10 and
. . .

j · . ,
.

13-ll and substituting in place thereof a new section 13-10 entitled: "Regula-
.

-" tions for the Control of Noise". '
i

.

\

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

.
. NOTE:- Pursuant to the proVisions of General Laws, Chapter 43, Section 23,

Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter, the ordinance '

as aforesaid, which exceeds in length eight 'oct'avo pages of ordinary boo|¢
print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form of a
printed pamphlet during office hours on or after March ll,, l977·

.
.

By order of"the City Council,
Paul E. Healy, City Clerk. .

,

,

P

. In City Council April 11, 197'7·
>'

P

,,
m

Passed to be ordained as amended by a yea and nay voty- Yeas 7; Nays 0; Absent 2.
P

.

%

James L.. Sii11ivan, City Manager.
i

4.
.

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, city Clerk.
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NOISE ORDINANCE SYNOPSIS
.

The Noise Ordinance has three basic provisions for the control of noise
pollution. First are the prohibitions of excessive noise emissions fromwithin dwelling 'units and excessive noise emissions in general. These
c,onsist of two paragraphs which forbid the creation of "loud, unneces-
sary or unusual noise" without specific reference to source.W

m

Second is the prohibition of non-measured noise polluting acts, which bytheir nature or duration cannot readily be measured by testing devices.This section forbids the creation of excessive noise by the following
acts: The sounding of any horn or signaling device except as a danger
warning, the playing of radios, phonographs, musical instruments etc.
so as to disturb neighbors; yelling, shouting etc. in the public streets;the keeping of a noisy animal or bird; the exhaust of any engine without
an effective muffler; the use of any vehicle so out of repair or soloaded so as to create excessive noise; the loading or unloading of anyvehicle which creates excessive noise; the use of a drum or other device
for attracting attention; and the shouting of hawkers or peddler s.Judgement of a violation would be at the discretion of the enforcing agent.

The third provision establishes a maximum noise level in decibels foreach type of zoning district in the City. Zoning districts are categorized
as residential, office/business, or industrial. A category, residential
uses in industrial zones, has been added.

.

. .

'In addition to these three basic provisions, tKre are two sections which
regulate noise created by two specific uses. First is the section which
restricts noise emitted from construction sites. It establis hes maximuµi

. decibel levels for properties affected by adjacent construction, based ontype of zoning district in which the affected property lies. Second is the
restriction on noisC emitted from new motor vehicles. This section imposes
maximum decibel levels for new light and heavy iXiOtOr vehicles and motor-cycles with a proviQion for a further reduction in the allowed level of noise
emitted frOWl new motor vehicles after January I, 1980.

..There are both Permit and Variance procedur« incorporated into the ordi-
nance with the Superintendent of Buildings as the granting autho,rity.
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NOISE OR DINA NCE SYNOPSIS

The Noise Ordinance has three basic provisions for the control of noise
pollutioh. First are the prohibitions of excessive noise emissions fromwithin dwelling units and excessive noise emissions in general. These
eonsist of two paragraphs which forbid the creation of "loud, unneces-
8ary or unusual noise" without spCcific reference to source.B

Second is the prohibition of non-measured noise polluting acts, which bytheir nature or duration cannot readily be measured by testing devices.
This section forbids the creation of excessive "noise by the following
acts: The sounding of any horn or signaling device except as a danger
warning, the playing of radios, phonographs, musical instruments etc.
so as to disturb neighbors; yelling, shoijting etc. in the public streets;the keeping of a noisy animal or bird; the exhaust of any engine without
an effective muffler; the use of any vehicle so out of repair or soloaded so as to create excessive noise; the loading or unloading of anyvehicle which creates excessive noise; the use of a drum or other device
for attracting attention; and the shouting of hawkers or peddlers.
Judgement of a violation would be at the discretion of the enforcing agent.

The third provision establishes a maximum noise level in decibels foreach type of zoning district in the City. Zoning districts are categorized
as residential, office /business, or industrial. A category, residential
u8es in industrial zones, has been added.

.

%

'In addition to these three basic provisions, there are two sections which
regulate noise created by two specific uses. First is the section which
restricts noise emitted from construction sites. It establishe s maximuµi

.
' . decibel levels for properties affected by adjacent construction, based ontype of zoning district in which the affected property lies. Second is the

restriction on noise emitted from new motor vehicles. This section imposes
maximum decibel levels for new light and heavy motor vehicles and motor-cycles with a provigion for a further reduction in the allowed level of noise
emitted frOtXl new motor vehicles after January I, 1980.

There are both Permit and Variance procedure incorporated into the ordi-
nance with the Suprintendent of Buildings as the granting authority.
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" RULES AND REGULATIONS · 38215
t

I

·

"
' " mum' contribution to tho rulemdkkig de- i'onenb wh!ch provides for. enclosed This pub!!catkm is avaihtb!e from tho

· veloprnent procm by Lutemted 'parue8.,. fio';'7 ot exhatut ga3 from engln8 parttsi to AlrLenc?A National Stanckmb Irtstitute,
· "Interested pct80118 may t,"ubmlt written the atmosphere. Ir,c., !430 Broadway, New York,- New

'q °' ° 'd3tj8b or vkw8 to the Oljjce ot Noise Abate"
'

r
(g) "Fast meter response" me£j.n3 that York 10018. Sound level Ls the frequer]cy-

4 · ment and Control us. Environmental t Ee ! "t dyn&rmc response of the mund we!ghted mund pressure level obtrjned

"l ·'Prutection Agency, vmhmgto]L d.c. level meter 6hajj be used. The hit:

t
wIth the standardized dynELn1!c char-

.

. 20480: ' ·
0 dynmmdc responm" Uzajl comply Mth the acterL:tlc "fast" or "slow" md 'weig.htlng

a

· Thts regul&t!on Lb. proniulg&ted under meter dynamic ch=acteris= In peu3- A, 13, or C: \Lnles8 hid!cateci otherwise,

1 the authority of 42 U.E3.C. 4917(aj, &3 graph 5.3 of the American N?.t!onsg the A-we!ghting is understood. t

q

·
wk

.
t3tat. 1·249. .

.
Gtandard ElpecLf!cat!on for Sound LevCl § 202.11 E5ectivc dme^

"" " Dated: October 2! 197L I
, .

Meters, ANSI SI. 4"1971. This public8- ·P

' tion Ls &vadkible from the Arner!c.in Nm The provisions of Subptirt B shall be-
- · John Quarles, ttonal StandarCb Inst!tute, Inc., 1"429 come e2ect!ve October 15, 1975.

"¶ "
.

' '

Acting Adniinisti'ator. Broadwgy, New York; New York 10018.( § 202.7" ^ App!icabiii!y.
0

·
a. cM

^j " Part 202 of title 4G shall 'read &8 fok (h)"Gros3 Veh!ele Weight Rgt!ng" 'T"1e Yi ° '

" !OW8:
. .

' '(GY WH) rL1e8n.g the value spticWed by
,

(a,) ^L pro .s!cms of, Subpart B ELpp!y

"
' ' "' r" t?

the mmufacturer el8 the loaded weight 'o all znotcr carriers eRg2ged in inter-
"

PART 202',IOTOR -Ap21ERS ENGAGED" of & single vehicle. ' statecommerce"
,M, u, n,

'

:

! . .
IN INTERSTATE ^:},::SERCE . "(i) "G!tj9ss- Comb!nat!on Wei'"ht Ftat~ .

('i) Tb; T ris!cr' of S' part B &p, jy
"

ii ' °

. Sub"iaRA—Gmsral PcovMons " trig"' ((Jcwr) rllc£lrLg the vule'"spec!jiea cli!7 to
:

Z1ZS> ^otor vehki!e3 of such

-
Bee-

t,
. by thci manufacturer = tL)8 loaAkd nmtor c? 'ers which have ll gross vch!c!e

202.10 Detlri.! 'od& . · °d
'!xit:

!ght rathig or gro:'"" comb!' " tion
' 202.11 E17«ttve daO,

" wejght of a cointjnz:tlon ver c!e- v:

eEgtit rsting in excess of 10,000 pounds,

"" ' 202.12 ^ppLkabjjjty. · Q) "H!ghw&y" !71CEiIl3 tiie street33
and

o:

i!y whCn such motor vehicles are"
1. .." Subp8rt ~nt=tote b!.ott>r Carrier Operatkm

roa'cla, md puflic w2yg in any SWt'e·
,

c*):=tLng under. the cond1t!ons sipecijied
4 "

". . .

Stsr,d3Tds (k) . "Intersate commerce" mean3 toe' !jq Subpart B. "

L "\,9
» 20230 8t&ndamsLck h'R:nmy op<ymt=,& commerce between &ny. place, !n a' Stgte (C)

F:

:cept as prorjded In Subseeiions

\U 20231 Stmdard for opm &tdoa untiw B"m &nd imy pLt'c'e in anotner Stat3 CL Dl" (M
&T:

C"t (C) oi' "Ms sect!cn, U12 pmv1s!ons

\:
"

tioaary t"t , ^
"tm-gri piace3 in tl1? SSLijlC S!,8tc thrcugh cC S'="Art B Gpply to t!ie total 3?und

3ji' mm . uiml exhat "" imq= LnspecucAL another .13Uzte, whether su¶ll! commerce prcdi:=i' by sucP rnotar ve!uc!= wh-?n
'""-3 " ,?9?23 Visual tLm !A!'?" "t'!°m il1OVC3 wnony by motor v¢nc!e or part-!y " op'?.=.tLL!g uMer 3uch cc.Mitic·m, Lnciud-

?a
S

"

. AUUe[Oeity: Sectlon 18,- % -StaL 1249, m by motor veiiicte r":

nd PZriZ by raii gx" Li; t= round produtM by =jjj2ry

'q fjj3.Cj. 4917(a). ' presg, water or aL: T?±3 cLe"ndt!c; of 'tin" equfpment mounted on such motor ve-
,,% . .

' termite conirnerc'"" ior purpgses ¥ these Mcks.
' ' '

Subpart A Tenera| Provtsms regulaticns is the 'same a tne c!prmit!(ja "" "

(d) 'Tbe prov!sion_s of Subpart e do""Q "

,
§ 202.10 Defnitioo ' of "!ntersWte ccmimerce" m u£tion 'ncit ar)?!y to Eutdliaxy ecp£pment "K7hich

As used Ln thts pajm ail tenm Royt ClCm 203(a) -of the Ijn=tat2 Couiinerce ACE Lb " nor"n"il1y omrUed only w'hai
"

tho

"s fined heidii jj;", j,j; =vo = uuemdrg .

149 U8.C. Sect!cn
21:

3(u) 1·

n ,

' ' Er?rsrmn:piag vehd¢: '.,3 19 ,gt.A:!onpdy or Lb
t

I ' giy= th= !2 't""
,

" ;t'
= frm,

' '± (!) "Mete: carrier"' mem.~ ?. ,commou Hloving st a Sk °^d CI 5 ="
j:

e: hcmr cr
~ 6mbA' V 0 '

" "

^ "
' ' ' (a) "Act" ircsue "'i? NS"" COL u

¶ Act' : 'n"kr bj' motor .reh!c1e, & cont"act =r" " less. Ex=ples ot such cQ '>meiit m- '

. of.1972. (Pjji 02-572, .m E;=. 1234) . '. ";ct fy motor veMc!c; or g prh'atz ,c&t- cluck, but = not !iul=<i "to,' cranes,

·
·" (b) "Common c&rri= L'y =L"?or ve~ .ne: a proµerty by. zaouir vehicle as tiicm 8sI)halt. gnre2(ier3, ditch dgg=,

EQ:

jjd
i .

"

hlcle" me£m3 any pemm-v,"Ztohui3 him:
:

'a='l3 are deiir.ea by p2ragraphs (I'D, or . s!iL"2 pum?g,'
,
ti!.r compressors,

,

gpjf out to the gerrierai r;t!jiic= e2sag0. (15); and (17) C-Z S?Ct!O? 2!)3(s?,) cA th€} weldcx; nd tresµ ct' "ctzetcm.
-·i5

' in tho t=nsportation by motor VeW.CiO " 1iita "state Commerce Act k9 U.S.C. 303 (c) Tne pr(jY!sIcAL3 cit £'uhpartB do not
"" '

- ======'= ,""Z)
.'Motor vehicle- me any i,,i,i>

:

S2L":h2;"?7"t:9=:i=p"=%
.

'K '

'
:

..m thereof, tor compe=3uom \vZleth2r c!e, rmjc:nh}e, traetor, t=g!e?, "'U Eem1- and t'ehiciw b"ucll faa lire €zLg1n"3, suiibu- ·

: '

over remilar or irneui°x routm trrAier propelledor drawn fy mecZy(m lancea, poi!W VSU"i?l md =scus" vans,
¥ "' T

, ,, _
. . -—S' " . ,+. .

.mT<~a"'ee .^ m ·6¥" v~E

" ·.
(e)"Ciontract carrier

Ey
motor vehicle" power and yseti upon the hjgb'say8 uL!'2?e,m=ea'traFai,".gto 1e=2g; leyCy3; or

means 8jjj p'mon who er.mgeis Ln tr,m3m trans!jon2t1on oi' Faj3s?£ger8 or ptc'p'T¶: k) snc·z plows ' ECil in oper Ho1l q-,.,
-"

,.
.

v
' iDortation· by motor vehlcie CI p:

!ssengers or &ny,co.mbil!at!cn ttierecf, bl!eg 49k Sabjiart ~hTt(ntatc! FAotot
Car,i::<

k or pr'operty In Lntersta> or Icjlre!bm com- jlu,de s? y
ve:

'j'g!e, iocomot¢ye; o?"t£k ·

,
(j?e=tlofro SknMrds T

't
"

merce for . compeasUion (other thm o")·=ated exclusimy_ona rai1.u"r rai!±
:

. ,
'" '\.

" "

ttr8brLsportEitqion referred to in p&ragm!)h (Li) "Eiumeh^ rdean3 & devi& for Uatt- 3 2u2.20 5tanmr& for highway opera-

(b) of thb section) under contmmng Mg U13 sound cl escaj)L}"R'rM"es of m
Uu?l& ,

.

"

v
·

' contracts with OIlS peram or a limited Mtenidl combusticn engin"t "

,
ITo motor carrier subiect to these rem-

y ' number of pcko23 either (I) fer th? (0) "Ooai site" means a area tatfit L¶ Biogs shqii cpemte;ijY m6==mm"

j furnisMrig of t=r]3port3ucon servicm essmt.iiUiy Iree Cit !£:

ge sQkla-ruliect= "Di' % t=:"T=rcn=ti" nmulsu&i £
g:

ij:'
through the assignrnt:rtt c'f° motor vehicim objecU, such rs arners| wuls, board M'UG="m="at=Tt1hig"ormmg: a jj-" tic '

:

·P
!^-iiqL= uil =L " " ""=' wH="~j| ,4 p

..
-' A"=l4 'm, ~

". m !—.
, -- '-—-"F

for & c'ontinMng period of time to
th':

v Ieiicm, signbc,'tirds, p&rked vehkie& cozmaon oI" h!gilway "gm~e, lot , &c-

"I '
' exclusive use of each peiuon served ct ,

brkiges, or buildhiµ. ,

·

.

c&erUiciii or "uaic!ejst"i?Srrgeneraw a

i '

(2) for tho furnishing d tranepartatioa -
, Lj) "PrivUe cm"r!er ot pr'cgerty b7 sc'urid level tn CXCCo3 oi

8:

3dE(A) meas-

0b -
" : services designe'd to meet the dLsthact ' motor veh!c!e" means any jSerson not tn¢ ured on bi-r· open SiX with last' m·et.er

' need of each individual customer. eluded in terms °'cotnnio carrier !3y
[:

ZPc'=e 8t 50 ieet from the ceeterthze of'

" L <w " L " Q " "" n' ^
"

t
·'-- ·-^"3 't LmVej,gn high=y8 wIth .'meed ' '

"' ' ·"(d) ; ·Cuto 't or by-pam Cl S mL&r"dM mot .r vehicle or · C.,Ot trm., csirner ""y :

':2j.t" of 33 1 ="t or ?es3; or 90 C (A) -

" "« viceC meam devices which vairy the ex-' motor vehicle", vdio or whicij trarspcrta """ " "
an " " " "

J

.

i 'haust system gas !1ow'so &3 to cibchargo Iii Lnter9ate or loreitm coUirnerce b.y
m:

msured on open sit-e with fast meter

" ' the exhmist. gsLs arid acoustic eriergy to motor vehicle property OL
µ:

iych such
re:

sponse at 60 feet hum the 'centerjLna

'the atrnwphere'withoiit psLSsing thr'?ugh person Lb the owner, lessee, ii;, baueq of laiie CAL travel on
hj,:h'gmy8 with speed

-S:
' the entire le}1gth of the e&]3ust system, ' ;tien such transportation L¶ .ibr sale, limits of more thm 35 MPFL

,' including all exhetuzt sy3tejmLp soutid 8t- I 'ase;'ent 0r tmiix:ent, or in furthermco § 9rj2.91 Stamdard for ope.mUtm uxider
,1'

j
'° tenuatjon corUXk!?:"

'

'

.
of 3Ai commerc!Hm 'eiUerprise·

a

N"%,,.
,

" =Gn&ry ieU,
' 'A

-
' "" " (C) "¢1E"(A) mcsr th'e 8t&nd&rd sib- (G) "Sound le t!'" mettns the q' aIluty""«.K

" breNiation' for A-we!ghted mund level : 'Ln dectble8 rneasured by g &oLlrjd levd
{ omot9r c.arrier subject to t.i.],cqe

r97:

ub"
r

"" " 4""W .6 ,~,, , 'TryKF'' a~ ~~
qrv ~n .r +yWP. ~

.
. , _,>6'

7 '
. m' decfbdm ' '

. .

' meter s&ugtytng the requLremenH' ot ,1atiom Rhlqdl oper&&""&j3y""motcr vehdcb
d "' '°

(t) "Fxhmst SystemL"' meants tho '8ys- American ·NUloruU 8t&ndardj5 Bpeciilcs- fOt a type to wh!ch t!ib regu?At!on Lb airii '
' ieiii caz|'rLsedof 8 combhiatkn of com- lion for Sound Level Meters SI.4A97L : plicable which generatx A sound lsvei jjjg
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C. C. 106

.

Qlity nf Canlbtiijlµ

HEARING NOTICE,

The Cambridge City Council will conduct a public hearing on

Monday, April.11, 1977 at 8:00 P, M, in the Council Chambers relative

to proposed amendment to the General Ordinances regarding the "Regulation

of Noise" within the City of Cambridge.

All interested individm8 are requested to attend md be heard at

this time,

By order of the Ci±y Council

Paul E, Healy
City Clerk

r

,

., ..
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NOISE CONTROL REGULATION - CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

I. PURPOSE

II. DEFINITIONS

III. GENERAL PROHIBITION OF NOISE EMISSIONS

IV. PROHIBITION OF NON-MEASURED NOISE POLLUTING ACTS

V, RESTRICTIONS - ZONING DISTRICTS

VI. RESTRICTIONS - CONSTRU CTION SITES

VII. PERMITS

VUI. EXEMPTIONS

,

IX. PENALTIES

X. ENFOR CEMENT

XI. CONFLICT

XII. VARIANCES

XIII. SEY ERABILITY

January 25, 1977

Ahgadad' 4b&6?b uy, ,1m
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This ordinance provides staridards. for the control of noise 'pollution and

prohibits those acts mhich most frequently create noise pollution. Th'e
' a. " :

general objectives of these standards are to secure the public health,
comfort, convenience, and safety of, and to promote the, welfare, prosperity,

.

peace, a nd quiet of, the citizens of the City of Cambridge.
L '. ' '"

.
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.

.

,
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t

Be it ordained by 'the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
t ·
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II. DE FINITIONS
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Terms used in this ordinance shall- be defined as follows:
' 4 ·

· "q

t

ACOUSTICAL' TERMINOLOGY Acoustical Terminology used throughout
these Regulations -is that most recently' approved as American
Standard Ac'ou'sticiil ·Termino1ogy by the American National
Standards - Institute (ANSI); '· except as may be b specified othervvise

.
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BUSINESS USE',
,

shall- be 'as set forth in the'.µZoning. OUinance, of the
City of Cambridge Article IV, Section 2. E

T
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· CONSTRU CTION shall"mearr any and. all physical activity necessdry' ., ,

or incidental' to the erection, placement, demolition, as sembling,
"

altering, cleaning, 'Sepairing, installing, or' equipping of.-

bui1diijgs and other struCtures, public or private highways, roads,
i

'" pr,CiniSes, ,parks, utility lines, or other, property, and shall
-

'

.,. include jand clearing,. g?rading,. excavating, fi11ijtµg and paving.
,

.

r *

COMMERCIAL SERVICE EQUIPMENT shall mean, all engine-or motor-
. i

powered eqiiipment intended.' for infreque'nt service work in
, .,,. .

inhabited areas, typically, requiring commercia1 or skilled
<

operatOrs (such as chain saws, log chippers,'-paving rollers,
.

etc. '): '
"
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CONST'RUC'IUON DEVICE shall mean any powered,' device or equipment,
t ' g "

' t '

designed and intended for use, in construction. - Examples. of
- 4 --

"construction devices" are air compressors,
'

bulldozers, back-
hoes, trucks, "shovels, derricks, .or cranes,.. . · .

, ,, ,

t
b ' . . r :
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CONSTRUCTION SITE shall mean that area within vvhich a ,contractor
'

·

Confines a constructiOn operation., Thi s includes
,
defined '-' . t ii ' '

. · "
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boundary lines. of the project itself' plus ajiy" contractor' ,
.

"E

staging .area o,utside tijose defined boundary 'lines and used "
.

% '

expres sly for the construction. -" ' \
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daY'time shall mean 'the period betWe"en' the hours" of se'ven ante .
-

. . .

.

. meridiaii (7:

00 d.rn.) and six post meridian
(6:

00 p. m. )

. . .
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daily except '.Sunday 'according to the time system locally ,
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' djB is 'the abljreviation for decibel. - ' - - ',.r«
,
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" dB(A)" shall mean the A -weighted' sound level in decibels, ,as measured
. . .
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.
by a jjenera1'purpose sound levc1' rnetcr complying with the
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' 0 0· 0 0 . 9
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· provisions .of Specihcations' for- 'Sound Level, Meter s (S1.'4 1971), W
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" " American National ' StandUds Institute (ANSI), .properly. calibrated,
' and oberated on the "A" weighting network. ' P " f
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EMERGENCY 'WOK 'Work necessary to restore public or p^Hvate
?

. .'
, property 'to a safe condition foliowing a public- calamity or"C " -· ,

'.
-. woIk tequired 'to protect persons or propepty'.from an ·immi-

.

'
" "'." ".'

,

,S

.. nent egposure, to dangerb ..,,. Th¢ .nec'eSs"ity .of such. work "shall ·· F-
"

,

·

'

be Cietermined 6y. tl?e 'Building '- SupetiMendent . or .his - deputy
g

'
'

or by: other authorized emergency' or" public utiiity pCrkonnel
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-
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'

after con.su1ta°tjon yvith tjie ,
S1ikerinte'ndent Of Biiildings.
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' HOMEOJYNER'S LIGHT RESIDENTIAL OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT shall .

.

' · mean all engine -or motor -powered garden o'r maintenance
'

0

-
· tools inteiidCd. for.. r epetitive· '-use' in 're sidential ar eas, typica11jj

..
P ·

capable of being u,sed by4 a 'horri'eown,er (s..ucjl- as .lawn moyve'rs,

. . garden- tools, riding tractor s, ,
snow blowers,'- .s-now pjow.s, '·,etc.").
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Hz is the abbre'viation for Hprtz,, , whjch means" .cyc.les per second. "
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impAct DEVICE Shall mean" a.. c'on'struction,m.de-vicei in-"which .or by

which
,
a hammer, meaning. a. -moving mas s , of hard solid ,

.

V

'

,

". material, is mechanically .by ,'means of a' work·ing fluid caused
. to repetitively impact upon 'and transmit kinetic energy,, to a G

"
. ' , --
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.
" - · ' " - : ' - ."
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· tool. The toOl may be included aSr"Part ,cif the device, as
a

X ·

· .in the case of a nnoil' on.,a, paying ,jmeaker. .or· the dr.i11, steel ·

"

or a jackham er: or it ifiay be.",a mas s to which the irrlpact
"

1

'
' device is tempora,ri1y connected 'ds" in the Caise of a pile and

.

'

·
. pile driver. -Examples of impact deviCes .a·re\ .piie drivers;

·
, " . . . .

.
. .
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.
paving,. breakers and power. irnpact jiammers, -impact wrenches,

,

. . . .riveters and, stud drivers. ,.
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INDUSTRIAL USE shall be as set..forth· in the, .Zoning Ordinance". of,
' the City of Cambridge, Artiae iv, Section 2. ·
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.
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insTitutional,'transportatioK And utility usU shall ,be as '
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set forth in the Zoning Ordinance .of the City of Cambridge, ·
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Article IV, $ection 2.
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L10LEVEL .shall 'mean the A-weighted s,ound' 1evel exceeded i0% of the·
·

G

* ,
W

' +

, time. .
·

,

V

,

.
r

· t . " ·
· r

" V " T

,
.

'

' : · '- '· ., , ,

. ' " · - .

r : ,
r , : .

' ·
^ "

. t ,, ,

' ' d ,
,

:

/,
. .

r

. . . .
.

. . . . . .

. ,

' ' ·
. 0



\

T

' 'd ' 0'
P

C

. .r ,

r.

.

0. .
4

. , 4

,

.
d - .

'

.

"

.

.'
"

-
3

-
'

'

.
:

..
t

K

.
T

" ? ,
* dr

P'
,

· " .

. . 4. .
4

.

b

W

K

. t '

. : " ' ""
- . . " 0

b

T
,

"

· NOISE POLLUTION means the presence of that amount of acoustic
.

. en,ergy for that .period of time necess,ary: .
' ' '

\ .A ' "
,

.
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"
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· 7

. . . , - ;
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, a) to cause, temporary or permanent hearing loss 'in persons'
$
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- - expo,sed: ' - '
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V

b) to otherwisC be injiirious, or tend to be, on 'the .basis of
current information, injuriOus, to the public health or

' welfare;
,

' ",
.

. .

. . .0

g
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c) to cause a nuisance:

d) to interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life and
· . '

V

property or' the "conduct of business; or.

. .
0q

' .
" ' '

, '
,

'

. e) to exceed standards or .restrictions established herein
r

Or pursuant to Ehe granting of any permit by the Com-
mi s s ion.
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»non-mEasured NOISE POLLUTING .ACTS - U ses and activities
r"

_ that create or cause to be created loud and iinneces sary
. ,noises .which,

'.

by vi'ttu.e elf the natute,
"

durati.on:
.

o.r time
· " · ' " " , · - ' . - · G " ' "

of occu,rre,nce, arC not' r eUily, subjiect to
.
hle@surement .

. . .by official 'testing aevices.,
.
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.
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,, , ,.,

.
a
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PAVING BREAKER shall mean any hydraulically Or' pneumatically -
,

powered impact device intended to cut "or, trench pavement,
.

P

su'bbase trlacadam,-p "gravel, coricrete or hard ground.
. .,. r

* .

· ' " %
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.
'

. - ' i · ,.
'

.? ' '
4 ' .

PERSON means an individual,
,
pairtnership, asSociation, firm, syndi-

. ..

cate, company,, trust,. corpQration," .department, bureau or
». .

agency, or any other entitjr 'recognized by .iajw ,as .the subject
tL

.
'

of rights and duties. ·

.
. . .

· ,' "' - '4'
"' 'q

t
e .+

..
.

..

PILE DRIVER shall mean- an impact device designe,d. or used for.
the driving of piles, columns and other supports -into soil
or other .material by means 'of impact, vibrations, * pressure

.

. or other means. ··
'
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.RESIDENTIAL USE shall be as qSet forth in the Zoning Ordinance
of the City of

"

Cambridge,- Article Iv, -,SeCtion 2. -
.
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SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL (SPL) shall be numerically equabt6 :

20 times the logarithm (to the base 10) of the sound pressure ,

¶F T'

' "to the reference sound presstire (the referencC sound pressure '"

. Shall equal '20' micropascals. ) Unless othertvise stated, the
P

·

'
' level. is uriderstood to be that of a root meamsquare pressure.

. . , . .. .,
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ZONING DISTRICTS shall mean the zoning districts and land uses
L '

"' therein as established by the Zoning Ordinanc,e of the, City of
r

. - ' - i'

'

'. CJambr iQge.
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III. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS OF jNIoIsE EMISSIONS T

* ,

"' '
.
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. . · .
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·
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' A. No person or persons owning," leasing, or controlling the '
.

"

. ,

operation of any source "or soutces of noise shall willfully,
F

ne,gligent1y, or through failure to provide necessary eqtiip- '
. ,

' ,
k

' merit or facilities or to take nCcessary precautions, permit,
r

.
. . .

,
the establishment or continuation of -a' condition of noisC" i · ·

i ·

'"

' '- pollution. ,. .'-
' "

P
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B, It shall be unlawful for any person to make,' continue, or .

G

G

i . . - . " · - ' ' ' ' .
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·

. · ' ,· ' ' .
,

.I

..
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. cause to be made or continued any loud, unnecessarjr or'
" ' . " \

'
, . .

t 0 '
,

.
'
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. 0 :

. 0 '
. .0
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tunusual noise "or any nois'e" which either 'annoys, disturbs,- "

. ..

·
" ' " ' 6 " 0 " . · ' " ' ' ' " ' '

' ' injures or. 'endange'rs the comfort, repose, health, peaCe '
.

G " rr ' ·
r

,
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or safety "of othersb within the limits of the city.E
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. - '" · 4 P '

· .
' ¥

'

.: ' -

'( OR BOTH ) ' ' " "
.

'I' ' '"' h

T 3 'L

,
". :

.
' '. . ' .

" ' :

.

"
"

'
. . - t "

.·
'. ' ' ' · ' '

.

':":' '
' ' ' j:

t..
t

' ' - · '
...

"
,

,
' . " ·. " ' .

.
' · . . . ' ' " '. " · " i

'
. .

' k '
,

IV. PROHIBITION. OF" NON'MEAS RED NOISE POLLUTING. ACTS
4 · ,

. ,.
.

, . . . . .. . . . ,

qA. .

" A. Vie follouing acts, among xjthers, are .declared to be"loud, "

· &

disturbing. and unnecessary noises in violation of this ordinance,.

ijijt said enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive,
· ' m

r ·

namely: "

.

,
'

'
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'

' .' ,': '
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I) Horns, Signaling Devices, etc, The sounding of .any horn or
signalling device on any automobile, mc)torcycle, street car

. 4

or other "vehicle on anyr street or pujblic, plaCe of the .city, ·

.

except as a, .danger. warning; the creation', by means '.Of any
"

T

suctj signaling 'device ,of a"ny unreasonably loud or harsh .
-

sound; 'and' the Sounding of arjy ,such device, "for an unnecessary' '

and unreasonable period of time. The use"of any sigrialling
device exceht one operated by 'han(1

or electricity; the usee

. ,

of any horn, whistle or other device opprated by enginc
exhaust, ; ahd tile use o'f, any such signaling device whenT

-
, traffic is for atty reasoh held up. .
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2) Radios, Phonographs, etc. The using, opCrating,
, or .

t · ·

'
.

"

, permitting tQ, be played,, used o'r .operatc(1 any radio ·

d
+receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, or other ·

machine. or deviCe for the producing or reproducing oi
'

. soiind in such manner as to disturb the peace, quiet aiid
comfort of the neighboring inhabitarits or at any time with .

' louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing for .

, the person or persons who are in the room, veh'icle or. t " \

chartibe: tj in vvhich such machine or device is operatcd and
.who are voluntary listeners thereto.' The' Operation of any ,

' such" set, instrument, phonograph, machine or device
.

.
'

. between the hours of twelve o'clock p.,m," and seven o'clock
'

'

E '

a. m. in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a distance
. of fifty (SO) feet from the building, structure, vehicle, or '

$

'

dwelling unit in which it is located shall be prima facie
evidence of a. violation of this, section.

. .
. .

.
. . . , .

..' t

, .
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3) Yelling, Shouting, etc·.' Y e11ing, shouting, hooting, whistling,
or singing on the public streets,. particularly between the
hours of 1'2 p.m. and 7 a". m.' Orr "at any 'tirrlet or place' so

r . ' 4
t"'

as to ,annoy' or diSturb the· 'quibet, comfort; "Or repose of.

,

"

per.sons in dny office,' or 'in any 'dwelling, :,'.

hotel or other '

+'

- type' of residCnC'e, or of any .persons in. the vicinity. "' '

. .

' -" K ,
' ' .

· ; , ·'
, i ' 4

· . .
, · · , ·. ,

A
t , "
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4) Animals, Birds, .etc. ', Thc keeping Of a"ny animal or bird'
, .

which by causirig ,freqµent o:t .long ,continued ,noise Sha,11
,

"
'

.. ,

disturb the comfOrt or repose of" any,pe.rsons' in the '

,

"' ' . " '" .
" '- ' I,vicinity. ,

, .,
·

'
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',-
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5') Steam \Vhist1es," ' 'The blowing o'f dny locomotive stearri
' w|iist1e or steam

.
whistle attac!led to, any. 'sifationa,ry .boiler

Y '

exCept to ., giV,e ,notice of .the 'time to, begin or stop work
t ' . y

or as a, warning "of fire or danger, or upoii request of
pr oper ,city authoritie s. ,

' '
· .

,, ':' '
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, , ,

S

, ·" ' - ' f·
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t

.
; ·
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' 6) Exhausts. ' The discharge, into theb open air of the 'exhaust
"

. .

of any . steam '.eiigine, stationary intern,a1 combustion engine,
, .

motor boa,t, or mo'tor vehicle except.rthrOugil
a mutfier or

P other deyice which vv,i11 .effectively prevent loud pr explosive
·T . . ' ' ':noises therefrom. .

' . '
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1 '

t
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7) Defect in' Vehicle or Load. The use ,o,f, any automobile,
"

N

motorcycle, ,or vghicle so out of repair,.,"' so loaded or .

. ,k

in such manner as to create loud and ,unnecessary grating, '
k

.

grinding, rattling or" other .noise.
* .
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8) Loading, ijn1Oading, Opening. B oxes. Tlje' ireation of a' ,

' "'
. " 'yU

. T " · 3 Y
it.

. ' "' · ' · '
.
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' "' * ' . ' . ,
.

· '

loud and' excessive noisC in connection' '.'\N'ith'-.loading .or'., . . ' · " · " . ' . "
; ' ' ' ' I '

' · ' " . ' ." . · . .
' ' t

unloading tiny vehicle or the opening and 'de'struction of'
. ...

bales, crates,,. .and, ,containers. . .
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9) Drums. The use of any driim or other instrument or
.

device for the purpose of attracting attention by creation T

y · 4

t

- of noise to any perforrrlance;, show or ,sale. .

G & ·. '
,

'
.

.

. · . 'i
' t '

,

10) Hawker s, PCddlers. The shoiiting ,and crying of keddlers, ,

'
4 P ' ·

' hawkers" and vendOrs" which disturbs thC peace and quiet of L

. the neighborhood.
" " '

"

.

: ·
d

g

a
. · :
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V. NOISE RESTRICTIOMS ACCORDINCJ TO "ZOMING DISTRICTS ' '

6 . .

~ .

' . : · C' .
' · · ' .

.
·

'
' '

'
"

" A. This RegulatiOii shall apply to the use or occupancy of any lot
· · .

W

'1

'. or structure thereon and to 'the noise produced thereby,' but
' , · 4

... .

' shall riot apply to the following: · "
.

..
.

r
H

I
m

I) To the intermittent 'or occasional use, during the daytime,
"

' '
. of light iUmeowner's residential outdoor equipment or .

' . " " " ' ' · ' ': ' .

,

"'comrr!ercia1 servic,e equipment provided 'said equiprtiCnt
·

"
" an,d" its use compiles 'with other provisions 'of the se ' .,"

C

T

.

'

.
RCgukttions; .'

'

'· .

' ." 'F .-
' " " ' '"' ' " "

.

" 'L . .
. ,

; . .
' ' '

' ' ' - '
.

:a
, .

' ' C
,

· ' ' "' .

. .

S

t
. .- t ,,

. .. ... . .
.

.2) To,'. 'construction aCtivities' and 'the as sociatect use of' construc-
¥

"
"

tion .device's nor -to the ,noisC' produced" thereby, provided
such a'ctivities, and such equipment and its use, comply
with other provisions of these Regulations;" t

'
.

· ·
'·:

.
· " ' - " .- ·'· .. - ' U

.

,, < ·h · '
' ? r .

' ' ' " ;j
L ' " ' t' W ' : / · · t C

..3) To the operatio'n of any motor vehiCle on' any public way, '

5

, nor to the noise produced- the'r.eby.
,

'

,
,

' ' '. .
, .,

. .

.. .,
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' 4

.
· . ,
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B. Noise' in ReSidential' Zoning District,s or Affecting Residentict1 or .

d

4

7J

· PInstitutional Pro,perty
,

-
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,

+
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. . .
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No 'pers"ori shall 'create ,or· cause to be e.mitted from or 'by any
. . .

. source "subj"ett to" Regulation-"V' any" noise' 'which causes or
" results in a maximum" "noiSe 1'Cve1, measii:ted at any lot line of .

' r
.

· -
, any, lot 1oceited in ally Residential Zoning District. or in residential

.
'.

or instituti'ona17 usC elsewhere in conformanc'e with the Cambridge
Y · 4

"

Zonirig Ordinahce,, in exceS's Of any level of the "Residential '

0

District Noise Standard",' Rejµ1ationV. E,,provided that if said
?

, lot is located 'in any Industrial District, tjie 'maximum noise
"

level mea.sured at the lot lin'e shall not exceed any level of ·

"

.

the "Residential-lndustrial Noise Standard", Regulation V. E.
1¢ ' .

,·' t ,
1 . . - ' ,

,

..
' · ,

. .* N
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C. Noise in Busin"ess,"·Office Zoiiing' DistrictS
"

'
'

r' ·
P

t
,

,

" T '
.

,
%

·

"

No person' shall create or caiis'e to. be 'Cmitted fr"om or by' any
*soU,r'ce sijbject, to Regulation "V.' dny noise which, causes or .

\. ' ' . .

. 't .
T

results in a' maxinium noiSC level", measured ,at any lot line
L

of any"1ot in -any B'usiness' Loning District 'other than 'a lotL

t

in r e sidential or 'ins'titutiona1 Use in coniormaiice 'with the
i ' '

.
'

, . . ,
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Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, in excess of any level of the .

" "Business District Noise Standard", Re gu1ation V. E.
'

i
L

.
G

.

.

D. Noise in Industrial Zoning Districts " '

r

· t

No person shall create or cause to be emitted from or by '

any source subject to Regulation V any noise which causes
'

, .. .

.
,

. or results in a maximum noise level, measured at any lot
line of any lot in recreational or business use in any

'
.

"

Industrial Zoning District in conformance ·vvith the Cambridge .

Zoning Ordinance, in excess of any level of "Industrial District
"

,
,Noi,se Stan&ird", Re gulation 'V. E.

, ,

¶

E. Zoning District Noise Standards .

Noise standards referred to in these Regulations for the several
zoning districts of the City" of Cambridge, as defined in, and
eStablished. pursuant to 'thc Cdmbridge Zoning"'Ordiiiance are as
established by the following Table.

.,

, '
,

¥

.

i

TABLE OF ZONING DISTRICT NOISE STANDARDS
,.

4

?

' ' .

, , ,
.

, . , , .i. ' ' : ,
. . '

, .
t

,

»

O ctave Band . Maximum AlloWable,, Octave Band Sound,, Pre s sUre Levels
Center R e sidentia1 , .

< ' Re sid,entia1 ' Office
% '

Frequency - ' ". 4

- -* r
t

of Institutional Industrial ' Business Industry
. e

b ' r

Measurement ·
"" ·

,,
b

h

All Other ' All(Hz) Daytime
.

Times
'

Daytime Other Anytime " Anytime C

.

· Times "
a

D

31. 5 1'6 68 79 72 79 83

63 75 67
'

78 71 ' -' 78 82
« T. '

, ' ' '
, ,

· · , · , ' g
.

125 69 61 73 65
'

73 ' 77

250 62 52 68 57 68 73

500 56,
,

46 62
,

51 62 67
, .

1000 50 7· 40 56 45' 56 61
' I' .

, " ' ' .
· : i r ' .

' ' ' ' ' ·
e

2.000 45
,

33 51
'

39 51 57
, ..

4000 40 28 47 34 47 53
...

,
.

8000 98
'

26 44 32 44 - 50
,

r~Tmr'

T

.

Single- 60 50 65 I 55 65 70
Numb e r - Equivalent

S

.

(dB(A)) ,

'

' i.
,

I '

6
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vi pestrictions on noise emitted from constru ction sites
*

t
T

4

'

A. Except as provided for in Regulation VI. C, and VI. D,, it shall be

unlawful for any person to operate any construction device or .

" devices on any construction Site if the operation of such device
.

.
" '"'

'

or devices emits noise, measured at the lot line of the affected
. .

. .
.

'
' 0

.
property, in excess of the values .shown below:

.

. .

. . .
. . .

'
;

.
.

0

, Lot U se of Affected Property.
,

Effective June I, 1975 Effective Jan. 1, 1976
. .

,

.

·

'
""Lj OL"vel Max. Nois e LjOLevel Max. Nois e .

· Level Level
.

Re Sidential or Institutional
'

80 dB(A) 86 dB(A) '75 dB(A) 86 dB(A)
" T C

.

Business Or Office 85 dB(A) -
'.

80 dB(A) -
. .. .

. . . .
.

. .
. . .

. . . . . . . ..
. ,

Iiidustrial
" ' '

'
k 90 dB(A) - '.

". 85 'dB(A) '

-
,, V

A

. .
- . .

. .
. ,

d
P

.

, '. g .
.

:

'
,

' "0 '
,

" '
" ° '

' ' ·
' ' ·

.

L

0
8

The same level shall apply to,.ji'jjub1jc w.ay, as app1ieS"· to an
'

industrial use; Measurements' shoiild not be taken closer than
t

' 50' 'feet from .the nedrest active construction cieVicC" on the '

·constrtiction site. The maximiirn noise 1Cve'l shall be measured
T

on the sound level meter at slow response.
2

> . r ;
. . .

.

·' ' B. Th" Lj0'1evel shalL be detertninCd in 'the fOllowing manner: " "

.

a .P

I) Every ten seconds, on the mark, the A-weighted noise level '

on the sound level meter with slow resPonse is recorded .

.

. . until 100 obs'ervations have been, made. If, during any of ' '
·

' & + '

P

these observations, a measurement is substantially affected
' by any source outside the construction site (such as aircraft

+

.- , -. overflight), measurements made during these periods ,vi'il1

·
'

.
not be considered. However the observation period shall

G

.

.
be extended until100 valid measurements are obtained.' The

L10 l""e1 will be that level that is equal to the ·tenth highest
, . . . .level recorded. , . ,

,

. .
, ,

' ,
E

. ... ,.
W

. ..

, . . . .

2) If in the estimation of the 'per son taking the measurements,
. t

outside noise sources contribute significantly to the noise '

.

· level, the above 'procedure shall be repeated (with the same
' outside noise sour ce contributions) when

.
construction is

'

,

.

'

inactive, in order to determine the existing background
L10 level. .

.The. L10 level .durjng construction mus.t exceed
P

.

' 'the background Ljq level by. 5 dB(A) to'be considered' a
t

violation of ,Reg'ukation V.I:A. . , ,
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C. Except as provided for in Re gulation VI. D, it shall be 'unlawful
· 'to operate a construction device at any street excavation, grading

or repair, utility street work installation or r,epair, which produces
a noise level exceeding 86 dB(A) at a distance of 50 feet from the

,

device after Jiine 1, 1975.
«

,

«

. \

The provisions of Regulation VI. A, shall not' apply to .any con-
struction site covered by Regulation VI, C, The provisions of
Regulation VI. C. vvil1' not be applicable to any construction

+

device used in emergency service work that is necessary to
return utility service to an area provided that within 24 hours
such device is broujjht into compliance mith" Regulation VI. C.

or is not reused within the City until it does comply.
,

r

D. The provisions of Regulation VI.A. and VI. C. shall not be
' applicable to impact devices. :

, .
'

. ' ' ' d
:" " ' t

.. · r

L
C

. . 4
' ' ' - ' L '.

P

. d Y
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VII. PERMITS - GENERAL
"

, .

A
,

.

. . .

A. A permit shall constitute permission to use or to allow the use
of a device or to engage in an activity to which reference has

.

been made in these· Regulations or in 'the Ordinances of the City
of Cambridge. . .

'
C

C

.

. .

.

.r I '

,

B. All applications for permits shall be made to. the·;Superintendent
of BuildingS in' such form' and detail as he shall prCscribe. '

Such ,

application shall not relieve any person fi'om .otherwise complying
with 'the provisions of these Regulations or any other law or
ordinatice. ·

,

. I
,

,
.

b

C. Such permit shall incl'udC such provisions and conditions as
the Commissioner may deem necessary to protect the public

1·

health, welfare and co'mfort.
P

,.
.

,
.

. , .

d
¥

D. Any permit required by these Regulations shall be displayed '

tto any police officer or employee of the Building Department '

P

.

upon request.
'

,

L

%

. . .
, , ..

. . . ..
.

,

,
;

, \' · ,
t

.

r
,.. " I . ' · ' . '" +E. Any permit issued by the Superintendent of Bdildings under the

provisions of these Regulations may be revoked for violation of
any of the terms and cOnditions" of such 'permit.
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' VIII, EXEMPTIONS
t

L

* · ,

F

A. The iollowing uses and activities shall be exempt from noise
level regulations: ·

"

,

k

' I) Noises of safety signals, warning devices,"'and emergency
' ' '

pressure relief valves.
P

P

*

'Rh

2) Noises resulting from any authorized emergency vehicle,
,

when responding to an emergency call or acting in time ' g

of emergency.
,

3) Any other noise resulting from activities of a temporary
dur,ation permitted by law and for which a license or

'
^ permit therefore has been granted by the city in accordance

, . with Alternate Section.
,

i N

4) Any aircraft operated in ,conformity with, or pursuant to,
a

federal 'law, federal air "regulatio,ns, and air traffic control
instruction used pursuant to and within the duly adopted
federal air regulations shall be exempt from the regulations
of this ordinance. , Ahy aircraft operating under teChnical

4

, difficulties, in any kind of distress, under emergency orders
,

of air traffic control or being operated pursuant to and
· subsequent to the declaration of, an emergency under federal

¶

.

air regulations shall also be exempt from the provisions of
this ordinance.

,

,
' "

.
' V

5) Noises resulting from emergency work as defined in DEFINI-
TIONS SECTION.

,

L

.

IX. PENALTIES
' ' ' ' "r . ' . " d' b

. .

h ¶

,

A, Any person who violates .any provision of this ordinance shall
'

'

be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
shall be fined not exceeding $

, or by imprisonment for
.T

not more than days, or by b,oth said fine and said .

.

· impr is onnient. .
'

. .

P

4

, . ·
G ,

.%
.

S

,

X. ENFORCEMENT r

,

'

' i
, .

L '

.

A, The Chief of Police of the City of Cambridge shall be thC officer
charged with the enforcement of this ordinance. He

, shall, at . .

any time necessary, call on the Superintendent of Buildings or
his deputy to 'provide personnel to perform such tests as the
Chief of Police deems necessary to determine violations of

P

this ordinance.
.

'C

C
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XI. CONFLICT WITH OTHER REGULATIONS
t

A, The noise regulations shall not relieve any person from
complying with other laws, statutes, codes, regulations, or
ordinances of the Commonwealth Ol' of the City of Cambridge.

't ' ' . I
1

XII. VARIANCES
W

. . . . ,

A. The Superintendent of Buildings may grant variances after public
hearing or may reject applications on review without a hearing. Vari-
ances thus granted may be· effective for no 'longer than one year.

.
e

t
+'

¶

? ·

,

XIII. 'SEVERABILITY

A. Eatc h of ,these Regulations shall be constructed as separate to
the end that if any Reguldtion or section, sentence, clause or
phrase thereof shall be held invalid for any reason, the
remainder of these Regulations shall continue in full force.' .

,
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I. PURPOSE · -
.

'
. . -. ,

,

'\
k

7 ,.
,

,
t ' t

This ordinance providcs standards ,for the control of noiset.'pollution and'

prohibits those acts which most frequently create noise pollution.' The

geheral objectives of these standards are to secure the public health,
comfort, convenience, and safeky of, and to promote the welfare, prosperity,
peace, a nd quiet of, the citizens of the City of Cambridge.

?

' . ' ¥

a ,
L

·
.

L

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
1

, i

II. DE FINITIONS
'

·

" ' 1

Terms used in this ordinance shall be defined as follows:
.

: .

. .

.

. .

.

.
. C.

.

,
,

ACOUSTICAL 'TERMINOLOGY Acoustical Terminology used throughout
these Regulations is that most recently approved as American
Standard Acou'stica1 'Terminology by' the American National
Standards institute (ANSI); except as may be- specified otherwise

· herein. 'µ '": '
-'

.
"r

. , .

. .

· . t ' ' .
·

. · t ·· g ·

BUSINESS USE ," shall be ,as 'set..'forth' "in the Zoning 'Or,dinance of' the
L City of Cambridge 'Article IV, Section 2.

,

"

.

,

K

, ·
, k '

.

CONSTRU CTION shall mean any and all physical activity necessary' .,

or' iniiCientai to the erection, placement, demolition, as sembling,
altering, cleaning, repairing, installing, or equipping of

, buildings and other structures, public or private highways, roads,
premises, parks, utility lines,- or other property, and shall

., include land clearing, grading, excavating, fiiling and paving.
,

COMMERCIAL SERVICE EQUIPMENT shall mean aj1 -engine-or motor-
.. .

'

powered equipment intended for, infrequent, service ,,work in
inhabited areas, typically,, requiring commercia1, or skilled

· operatOrs (such as chain saws, log chipperS, lpaving rollers,
b.

etc. ). "
'

·' '

¶

+
. , b

.
" '5

CONSTRUC'1"'ION DEVICE shall mean any powered device or equipment,
i .

, ' +

designed and intended for use in construc,tion.
,
Example s of

"construction devices" are air compressors, bulldozers, back-
hoes, trucks, shovels, derricks, or cranes. ,

.
'

.
.

. . . .

" · ' t

*
4

CONSTRUCTION SITE shall mean that area within uhich a contractor
'

, confines a constructiOn operation. This" includes defined .
'

t

boundary lines of the project itself plus any contractor .

staging area outside those defined boundary lines 'and used
i,

r

expressly for the construction. "
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DAYTIME shall mean the period between the hours of seven ante
- meridiaii '(7:00 a.m.) and six post meridian (6:00 p. m. )'

daily except Sunday according to the time system locally
"

in e ffe ct. ,
"' '

. .

G

,
V

. ' ·
i

\

·

' dB is the abbreviation for decibel. 0 ' '

¶

P

4

,.

dB(A) shall mean the A.-weighted sound level in decibels, aS measured t

by a general purpose sound l,eve1 meter coinp1ying with the
' provisions of Specifications fOr 'Sound Level Meters (SI. 4 1971),

American National Standards Institute (ANSI), properly calibrated,
and oberated on the "A" weighting network. .

S

.

,

EMERGENCY WORK Work necessary to restore public or primte
,
property to a safe condition following a pub1ic· calamity or
work required to protect persons or property from an immi-

.
,

. nent exposure to danger, g. The necessity. of such work shall
·

r

be determined by the Building Superintendent. or his deputy

or by ' other authorized emergency or public utility per sonne1
· 'after P consuitation with the Superintendent of Buildings.'

. /

HOMEOWNER'S LIGHT RESIDENTIAL OUTDC)OR EQUIPMENT shall

mean all engine -or motor -powered garden or maintenance
r

.,

tools intendcd. for repetitive use in residential areas, ty'pica11jt, .
,

.

capable of being u,sed by ,a homeowner (such as lawn mowe'rs,
garden tools, .riding tractors, snow blowers,' snow plow's, etc. ).

¥

. .
G

.
'

. ,
;

. Hz 'is the abbreviation for Hertz,, 'which means' Cycles per second.

IMPACT DEVICE shall mean a constituction device. in "which .or by
which a hammer, meaning a moving mas s of hard solid-

material,. is mechanically by means of a working fluid caused '

to repetitively impact upon. and transmit kinetic energy to a

tool.. The to,o1 may be included as part of the device, as
.

in the case of a moil on a, paving breaker or t,he drill steel
r

'

or a jackhaminer, or it may be a mas s to' which the irrlpact
device is' temporarily connected as in the' case of a pile and

.
, pile driver. ' Examples of impact devices are .pile drivers,

. .

paving breakers and power irrjpact hamrners, impact .wrenches,
. , . .

. .

..riveters and stud drivers. , .,,,, .,
,

,
,

, . .

, \

,

INDUSTRIAL, USE shall be as set forth in ttje, Zoning OTdinance of, ,

i

the City of Cambridge: Article IV, Section 2. ·

.

.
,

.

.
· , '1 ,

4

" INSTITUTIONAL, TRANSPORTATION AND UTIL1TY USES shall be as
set forth in the Zoning Ordinance ,of the City of Cambridge, .

' . r

Article IV, Section 2.
' '

,

. . ,.. .
.

.

&

. T

' 't ·

· ' - «

, . ' '
. ,

' ' . " .
' ' ' '

,
" ' S .

C " "

%

L10LEVEL shall mean the A-weighted sound level exceeded iO% of the

time . .
t

- .

.
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. .

.. ,

. , .
.
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. . .
.

.
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NOISE POLLUTION means, the presence of that amount of acoustic
energy for 'that period of time necessary:

' K

P

,
.

a) to caus'C temporary or permanent hearing loss in persons
exposed:

T

.

b) to otherwise be injurious,' or tCnd to be, on the basis of
.

current information, injuriOus, to the public health orf

. welfare;
P b

,

C) to cause a nuisance:

d) ' to interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life and
propCrty or the conduct of business; or

e) to exceed standar(1s or restrictions established herein
or pursuant to the granf'ing of any permit by the Com-
mi s sion.

,t
. .r P

.NON-MEASURED' NOISE POLLUTING ACTS - U ses and activities
that create or cause to be created loud and 'unnecessary

V

noises which,' by virtue of the nature,
'

duration or time b

<

of occu,rrence, arC not readily subject to measurementA

by official testing dcvices.,
..

" A' " ' ' ' ' ' ' '
· . ,

' e

r ,

PAVING BREAKER shall mean any hydraulically Or pneumatically-
powered impact device intended to cut or trench pavement,

)

subbase rrlacadam,r 'gravel, concrete or hard ground.
T

r '

PERSON means an individual, partner ship, association, firm, s'yndi- '

cate, company, trust, corporation, department, bureau or
agency, or any other entity recognized by law as, the subject
of rights and duties. 7

"
- t

'

d

:

PILE DRIVER shall mean an impact device designed' or used for
the driving of piles, columns and other supports into soil
or other material by means 'of impact, vibrations, pressure

\

or other means, . k

. ·
¶

f
'

".
,

' ' C

t

RESIDENTIAL USE shall be as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance
of the City of Cambridge, Article IV, SeCtion 2.
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SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL (SPL) shall be numerically equabto :

20 -times the logarithm (to the base 10) of the sound pres,gure
i

~, to the reference sound pressure (the reference sound pressure
shall equal 20 micropas cals. ) Unless othervvise stated, the

, , level is understood to be that of a root mean-square pressure.
,

>

ZONING DISTRICTS shall mean the zoning districts and land uses
.

therein as established by the Zoning Ordinance of the City of
.Cambr idge.

P

. ·

i

·W

, . , . ·

III., GENERAL PROHIBITIONS OF NOISE EMISSIONS
b "

A.' No person or persons owning, leasing, or controlling the
operation of any source or sources of noise shall willfully, +

,' negligently, or through failure to provide necessary equip"-
merit or facilities or to take necessar·y precautions, permit

T

the establishment or continutition of a condition of noise
. ,

., .

, pollution. .
· T

"
"

·

"

'

. ' ¥

,
, . ,

. .
, I " ' C

. .
P . . .

{ OR) '

t ,

' k

. , . '
." ' ' -

' ' · ' '
· ' ,

!

.T
. . .

,
r

B, It shall be unlawful for any person to make, continue, or
'

cause to be made or continued any loud, ur)necegga,ry, or
tunusual noise "or any' noise' which either annOys, disturbs, '

" injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace.

.r

' ',or safety of others, within the limits of the city.
, t

' . . ' -
.

4

, ,
.

.

4

·tt ' i '
,

'

. (OR BOTH) '

. .

.
, k , ,

e
.

L

' g'
. . . . .

h t. , . .

. t.

IV. PROHIBITION OF' NON-fMEASURED NOISE POLLUTING ACTS
.. .r,

.

. . . .

. .' t ·

A. The following acts, amoiig ,others, are declared to be loud,
.

disturbing and unnecessary noises in violation of this ordinance,
,

but said enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive,
namely: ' ·

,

.

. , .

I) Horns, Signaling Devices, etc, The sounding of any horn or
" signal1ing device on any automobile, rrlc)torcycle,, street car

or other vehicle on any street or public, place of the city,
q

except as a, danger warning; ,the creation by rrleans+ .of any
such signaling device of any unreasonablyJoud or harsh'
sound; and. the sounding of any such device for an unnecessarya

.and unreasonable periC)d of time. The use of any signalling
device except one operated by 'hand or' electricity; the use
of any horn, whistle or other device operated by engine
exhaust ; and the use of

, any such signaling device when
. . .

traffic is for any r'eason held up.
I

', " . , ': . · .' "
.

'
,
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'
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,

t

?) Radios, Phonographs, etc. The using, operating, or· »

, permitting to be played, used or operated any radio
receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, or other

T

. V ''

machine or device for the producing or reproducing of
sound in such manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and

y ' . r

comfort of the neighboring inhabitants or at any time vvith
. ,

louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing for
,

. .
..

.

.

.
.

.

.

.

,1
.

.

. .

, the person or persojiS who are in the room, vehicle ori -
" '

chambe: t in which such machine or device is operated and
who are voluntary listeners thereto. The operation of any
such set, instrument, phonograph, machine or device
between the hours of twelve o'clock p. m. and seven o'clock
a. m. in such a manner as to be piainly audible at a distance
of fifty (50) feet from the "building, structure, vehicle, or :

dwelling ,unit in which it is located shall be prima facie
evidence of a violation of this sectiOn.

V

,

N · · ·t'\ : '
. .

·

.
' · . '

.
T·

P " :

.

3) tte1iing, Shouting, < etc. Y elling, shouting, hooting, whistling,
or singing .on the public streets,. particularly between the
hours of 12 p,m. and 7 a'. m. or at any timet or place so
as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of
persons in any office, ort in any 'dwelling, "tiotel Dr othcr

t

. type' of residenc'e, o'r of any persons in the vicinity.
' '

' 7 .
' '

·
' ' '

.
,

,
.. .,. . . .

. , ..t .
' '

' 1j.,

4) Animals, Birds, etc. The keeping of any 'animal or bird
which by causirig frequent or long cont'inued noise shall "

,

' disturb the comfort or repose of any pe,.r son,s in the
.

. ,vicinity. ,

-
,

. -

, . .I. .

W

r

Y .

..

5) Steam Whistles. The blowing .of any locomotive steam
whistle or steam whistle attached to any stationary',boi1er
except to give notice of the 'time to 1?egin or stop work

.

or as a, ma·rning of fire or danger, or upon request of
' proper city authoritie s. .

,

,

,1

,

,

.

.

.

. .

, .
.

. . .
.

.
,

,,
.

.

..
. . .

.
.

.

..
.

.
, /

6) Exhaust s. The discharge into the ,open air of the exhaust
' of any , steam .engine, stationary intern,a1 Combustion engine,

motor boat, or motor vehicle except thtough a muffler or>

other device which mill .effectively prevent, loud o,r explosive
. .

r . .

noises tiierefrom. ' '

* ,,
.

. . . . . ,

1

,
b

· A ·C

r

7) Defect in Vehicle or Load. The use of any automobile,
motorcycle, or vehicle so out of repair,, ,so loaded or
in such manner as to create loud and unnecessary grating,0

.

grinding, rattling or other .noise. .

..
T

d

.
P

8) Loading, U'nloading, Openin'g Boxes. The ,.creaticµi of ,a.
, , - " : ' '. ' ' 1 ' ' 't

loud and excessive noiSe in connection' with loading or, , - , " : , A-
. ' ' '

,.

. . . .

unloading, any vehiQe or, -the open!ng and deStruction of
bales, crates, and, .containers. ,- .,

,
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9) Drums. The use of any drum or other instrument "or
t'

device for the purpose of attracting attention by creation
of noise to any performance, show or ,,sale.

*

T . , , i

10) Hawker s,
' Peddlers. The shouting and crying of peddlers,

"

hawkers and vendors which disturbs the peace and quiet of
'

the neighborhood.
* k

,

V. NOISE RESTRICTIONS ACCORDING TO ZONING DISTRICTS ' "
.. . , . , .

\

.
.

. a

. .

'

. A. This Regulation shall apply to the use or occupancy of any lot
, or structure thereon and to the noise produced thereby, but
shall not apply to the following: '

,

I) To the ihtermittent or occasional use, during the daytime,
of light homeowner' s residential outdoor equipment or
commercial 'service equipment provided said equipment
an,d its use complies with .other provisions of these

· · r

r

,

,Regu1ations; '
,

'
,

'

..
t

r
t

.
... .

.
.

. .
.

.

t

.

· 2) To, construction activities and the associated use of construc-
tion devices nor t'o' the noise' produced thereby, provided
such activities, and such equipment and its" use, comply
with other provisions of these Regulations;

' '
. ' . ·

' ' '
.

"
·

"
. .'

.'
. ' : ' " ' '

"
· ' .' ·

' . .ii
· h

, ,

. .

., t

'3) To the operation of any motor vehicle on any public way, ,

L nor to the noise produced thereby. , ,

t

.
T

. .
.

. . . .. . .
.

.
.

. . ..
..

.

.

B. Noise in Residential Zoning Districts or Affecting ResidentidL or
In stitutiona1 Property ,

. . ..

Y

No peirs'on shall 'create or cause to be einitted from or by any
" sourCe 'subject to' Regulation V' any noise which causes or '

results in a maximum' 'noise level, measiiited at ariy 'lot line of
· t

any lot located in any Residential Zoning JJistrict or in residential
or institutional use elsewhere in conformance' with the Cambridge
Z oning Ordiiiance, in excess ,of "any level of the "Resid,entia1 '

b

District Noise 'Standard", Regu1ationYj E,,provided that if said
%

t

lot is located in any Industrial District, the maximum noise
level measured at the lot line shall not exceed any level of
the "Residential-lndus.tria1 .Noise Standard",

,

R egu1atio,n V. E.
· h

' G

· .

P

,
C

r

t. , . .7C. Noise in Business, Office Zoning Districts
K

.

.. .

No person' shall create or cause to be emitt'ed from or by any ,
,

source subject to Regulation V any noise which causes ort '

results in a maximum noise 'level, meaSured at any lot line
of any lot in tiny Busin'ess Zoniiig District othCr than' a lot '

.
,

i.n r e sidential or
'

institutional use in conforrrlance 'with the
,

r ' ' .. ...
.

.

,

t
,

)
e' '

,.T '
.

~
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Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, in excess of any level of the
0 %

"Business District Noise Standard", Re gulation 'V. E.
.

t

D. Noise in Industrial Zoning Districts t

qr "
, ' .

No person shall create or cause to be emitted from or by

anV source subject, to Regulation V any noise which causes
C , ·

, ..

I or results in a maximum noise level, measured at any lot
H

line of any lot in recreational or business use "in any
· Industrial Zoning District in conforrnance with the Cambridge

Zoning Ordinance, in excess of any level of "Industrial District
, Noise Stan&trd", Re gu1ation 'V. E. ,

)

,
.

E. Zoning District Noise Stan&rds .
k

,

Noise standards referred to in these Regulations for the several
zoning districts of the City' of Cambridge, as" defined in and
eStablished pUrsuant to the Cdmbridge Zoning Ordinance are as
established by the following Table.

)

i . '

, ..q . , , P

,

TABLE oE ZONING DISTRICT NOISE STANDARDS
.,

.. ,

.., ,
b ·

Octave Band Maxijnum AlloWable,, Octave Band Sound, Pre s sure 'Leveis
,

Center . Residential ,
t Re sidentiaL Office

P

Frequency ' "
·" " -

.
·

'
'

, " '
'

qf.

,.
.

'

. "
of Institutional f

' Industrial Business . Industry
.. . .

.

, ..

Measurement ·
. " ' .

' ·
'

' '
'

All Other ' All :

I(Hz) Daytime
.

Times
'

Da,ytime Other : Anytime Anytime C

¶

' ' Times "

B

31. 5 76 68 79 72 79 83

63 75 67
'

78 71 78 82
r. 4 '

. . , JV

, ,. . .

125 69 61 73 65 73 77

250 62 52 68 57 68 73
V

500 56 ' 46 62
,

51 62 67
"d L

1000 50 " 40 · 56 45 56 61
t

,
·

2000 45 · 33 51 ,39 51 57

4000 40 28 47 34 47 53
,

t
, +

8000 38 26
"

44 32 44 50
4

k r .

'
, .

. ' ' ' ' ¥

}
C

1

. ' ' ' · ' 3 ' ,

4

Single- 60
.

50 65 ¶
5 5 65 70

Numb e r - Eguiva1ent .

t
P

P

, .
,

< "

(dB(A)) !
i

t " '
, " .

.
. .

'
,

' 1

.
.

.

.

~
/

.
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VI. RESTRICTIONS. ON NOISE EMITTED FROM CONSTRU CTION SITES

,

'
'

A. Except as ,provided for in Regulation VI. C. and VI, D., it shall be
' unlawful for any person to operate any' construction device or

devices on any construction site if the operation of such device
, . .

C

' or devices emits noise, measured at the lot line of the affected
L

F

.

property, in excess of the values shown below:
P

'
, +

r

t .

Lot Use of Affected Property Effective June I, 1975 Effective Jan. 1, 1976

"Lj OLeve1 Max. Nois e
'

LjJLevel Max. Nois e

Leve1 Level '

q

Residential or Institutional 80 dB(A) 86 dB(A) 75 dB(A) 86 dB(A)
' P

Business or Office 85 dB(A) -
'

80 dB(A) -
^

Industr ia1
' '

"
' 90 dB(A) - ·

". 85 dB(A) "
-

.
. .

, .

,

: ¥ t

,

.

r

The same level shai1' apply. to a' public way, iis applies to an
industrial use. ,

Measu,rements' shotild not be taken closer than
, ,

, 7
t " ·

50' feet from the nearest active construction device on the '

7
.

constriictio'n site. ' The maximiim noise level shall be measured .

on the sound level meter at slow response.
' . F

. ..

' B. The L101evel shall be ,determined in the fo11ovving meinner: '

.

P .

.
P

I) Every ten seconds, on the mark, the A-weighted noise level
%

on the sound level meter with siov/' response is recorded
until ,100 obs'ervations have been made. If, during any of

, T
, ·

these observations, "a measurement is substantially affected
C

' by any source outside the 'construction site (such as aircraft '

·
, overflight), measurements made during these periods will

t
' '

not be considered. However the observation period shall
.

..

, be extended unti1100 valid measurements, are obtained, The
-L'l0 l"ve1 will be 'that level that is equal to the tenth highest
level recorded, P K ·

,
.

.

'

.

t

+ ,
.

X

2) If in the estimation of the person taking the measurements,
dr

outside noise sources contribute significantly to the noise
level, the above 'procedure shall be repeated (with the same

4

outside noise sour ce .contributions) when'. construction is .

T

inactive, in order to determine the existing background ,

L10 level. The L10 level during const,ruction rrlustp exceed
- the background Ljq level 1?y 5 dB(A) to be considered a

,

violation of ,Regim.ation VI.A. . ,
.

,
,

,,

t ,"
<

. t ·'

· r ' .', '
?. .: · ,, · '

,
. ' ,

P

g

\

\
+

;

*

0

k

,

K

E

,
R

.

a

»

L
" >

%
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,

b.

C. Except as provided for in Re gulation VI. D, it shall be unlawful
to operate a construction device at any street excavation, grading

. or repair, utility street work installation or repair, which produces
a noise level exceeding 86 dB(A) at a distance of 50 feet from the
device after JUne 1, 1975. "

L

The provisions of Regulation VI.A, shall not apply to any con-
struction site covered by Regulation VI, C. The provisions of

' Regulation VI. C. vti11 not be applicable to any construction
P '

device used in emergency service work that is necessary to
return utility service to an area provided that within 24 hours
such device is brought into compliance 'with Regulation VI. C.

" or is not reused within the City until it does comply.
.

S

D. The provisions of Regulation VI,A. and VI. C. shall not be

,
applicable to impact devices. '

,
. .

.
' Z

-
, , , .

- · ' -
4

L

, . . ..
G ' K

.G

. ,
,

. . .

4

,
g
t

+

?

VII. PERMITS - GENERAL '
-

.
,

.
.

.

,
.

.

. .

.. ,
. ,

. .

G

., ,
r

. .

A. A permit shall cotistitute permission to Use or to allow the use
. ,

of a device or 'to engage in an activity 'to which reference has
h

been meide in these Regulations Qr in th,e Ordijiances of the City ·

,

of Cambridge. P

,
· -

-
.

P

"
·

.

t

. .

.

L

,
, . .a

B. All applications for permits shall be madC. to the Superintendent
of BuildingS in' such form and detail as he shall prescribe. Such ,

application shall not ,.re1ie've any person Hom otherwise complying
P

.
with the provisions of these Rejµdations or, any other law or
ordinance. '

·

.

.
.

C. Such permit shall include such provisions and conditions as
t

the Commissioner may deem necessa,ry to protect the public
P

health,' welfare and comfort. '

t

.
d

"

D. Any permit required by these Regulations shall be displayed
t

to any police officer or employee of the Building Department '

t
L

upon request. ,

, . .
'

L :'
· ( '

·

.
t

.

' ' · " .
, . ·

: ·'
. .

g ,
' " ' .. . ' ,

' ..P

E. Any permit issued by the Superintendent of Buildings under the "'
provisions of these Regulations may be revoked for violation of
any of the terms and cOnditions" of such permit. '

.
P

.

,. . . . ,k

V
. 7

.D
.

f. '

:' p t r

,
P

P

i
*

. k

V

,

A

P

r,

,

,

.. . . .
.

. .
. .

.

i ' '

.
. .

, .

.
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%
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VIII. EXEMPTIONS
¥

. ,

A. T'he following uses and activities shall be exempt from noise
4

level regulations: ' '

.
¥

7

kI) NoiseS of safety signals, warning devices," and emergency. .

,

' pres sure relief valves.
t t

.
.

:.A.k

2) Noises resulting from any authorized emergency vehicle,
when responding to an emergency call or acting in time
of emergency.

3) Any other noise resulting from activities of a temporary
dur,ation permitted by law and for which a license or '

· ' ·

permit therefore has been granted by the city in ,accordance
',. ' ' with Alternate Section.

. . e ·

,

.
V

4) Any aircraft operated in conformity with, or pursuant to, "

federal '1av7, 'federal air regulatio,ns, and' air traffic control
instruction used pursuant to and 'within the duly adopted

.

federal air regulations shall be exempt from the regulations
'of this ordinance. Atty aircraft operating under technical

N

difficultie s, in any kind of distre s s, under emergency orders
of air traffic control or being operated pursuant to and

d

subsequent to the declaration of an emergency under federal
,

air regulations shall also be exempt from the provisions of
this ordinance.

. .

O

5) Noises resulting from emergency work -as defined in ·'DEFINI-
TIONS SECTION. . 6

T

P

¥

7

, .
C '

. \
G

IX. PENALTIES -

' C
$

. , . .

.,

A, Any person who violates any pfrovision of this ordinance shall
' be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof

shall be fined not exceeding $
"

, or, by imprisonment ,for
not more than days, or by, both 'said fine and said ·

'

·

¶

impr i s onme nt. ,

4

, .

.
,

t..

T

. , .

b

X. EN FOR CEMENT ,. .
. .

1 '

4

A. The Chief of Police of the City of Cambridge shall be thC officer
,

charged vvith the enforcement of this, ordinance. .He shall, at . .

"

any time necessary, call on the S'uperintendent of Buildings or ·

his deputy to 'provide personnel to perform such tests as the '

Chief of Police deemS necessary to determine violations of
rthis ordinance.0

. . .
q

T

.f t
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XI. CONFLICT WITH OTHER REGULATIONS
+

A,
'

The noise regulations shall not relieve any person from
complying with other laws, statutes, codes, regulations, or
ordinances of the Commonwealth or of the City of Cambridge.

'!
i

P

. ,

XII. VARIANCES
¥

g

· . a.

A. ThC Superintendent of Buildings may grant variances after public
hearing or may reject applications on reviem without a hearing. Vari-

· ances thus granted may be· effective for no longer than one year.
4

, .
. V

T

,

XIII. SEVERABILITY
L "

t

, A. Ea ch o'f ,the,se Regujations shall be cpnstr'ucted as separate to
,

the end that if any Regulation or section, sentence, clause or
y

phrase thereof shall be held invalid for any reason, the
remainder of these Regulations shall continue .in' 'full for ce.

.

.

+

i
J

?

*
k.

.
.

*

L

' . ·.; , I"
t
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,

.
C
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r
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.
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,
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NOISE CONTROL REGULATION - CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

I. PURPOSE

II. DEFINITIONS
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I. PURPOSE "
-

".
. ..

, . .

.

This ordinance provides standards for the control of noise 'pollution and

prohibits those acts which most frequently create noise pollution. The

gCneral objectives of these standards are to secure the public health,
comfort, convenience, and safety of, and to promote the welfare, prosperity,

peace, a nd quiet of, the citizens of the City of Cambridge.

7
b

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
·

i

1

L

r

4

II. DE FINITIONS ,

" " ' ' '
!

Terms used in this ordinance shall be defined as follows:
V -

ACOUSTICAL TERMINOLOGY Acoustical Terminology used throughout
these RegulationSe is that most recently approved as American

' Standard Acoustica1 Terminology by the American National
Standatds Inst'itute (ANSI); except as may bek specified othervvise

S ·
. .

. herein. '
t' ·

" ' " "
- '

.

t
,

. ,

' ,. .

. .' ' . '
.

' · '"
, .

' a · ·

h

. N
, ,

BUSINESS USE shall be as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance of the

City of ' Cambridge Article IV, Section 2. ,

O

CONSTRU CTION shall mean any and all physic;a1 activity necessary ,

or incidental to the erection, placement, demolition, assembling,
F

altering, cleaning, repairing, installing, or equipping of
bui1dirjgs and other structures, public or private highmays, roads,
premise s, parks, utility lines, or other property, and shall

'

include land clearing, grading, excavating, filling and paving.

COMMERCIAL SERVICE EQUIPMENT shall mean all, engine-or motor-
"\ .

powered equipment intended for' infrequent service uork in
inhdbited arcas, typically, requiring commercia1 or skilled
operatOrs (such as chain saws, log chipperS, paving rollers,

. ,
. .et c. )'. · '

,

, ,

'
.

. \

.

CONSTRU CI'ION DEVICE "shall mean any pomere,d, device or equipment,
\

designed and intended for use in constriiction. Example s of
"construction devices" are air compressors, bulldozers, back-
hoes, trucks, shovels, derricks, or cranes.

.

,
0

,

i ' . r

CONSTRU CTION SITE shall mean that, area vvithin which a ,contractor
confines a construction operation. This include s defined ,

P

boundary lines of the project itself plus ajiy "contractor
staging area outside ttjose defined bounda·ry lines and used .

I
.

.

expressly for the construction.
L

, r
4 6

T . . , · ' ' .'.. . .' ,t
, ·

4
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1.
,

I
.

DAYTIME shall mean the period between the hours of seven ante

meridian '(7':00 a.m. )' and six post meridian (6:00 p. m. )

' daily except Sunday according to the time' system locally
in e ffe ct. ,

' '

, .

&
€ ' .

" ' ' m

dB is the abbiteviation for decibel. ' '
'

t '

%

.

T .1

r

' dB(A) shall mean the A -weighted \sound level in decibels, as measured
by a general purpose' sound level meter complying with the ·

' provisions of Specifications fOr !Sound Level Meters (SI. 4 1971),

American National' Standards Institute (ANSI), properly calibrated,
eind oberated on the "A" weighting network. .

, .

,

EMERGENCY WORK 'Work necessary to restore public or .p'Mvate
· property to a safe condition following a pub1ic· calamity or

'

,

, , .

· ·
C

work tequired to protect 'persons or property from an immi-
, , rient exposure, to danger. ..The necessity of such mork shall -

be determined by the Building. SuperinEendent or .his deputy

or by other a,uthorized emergency or public utility personnel
. after consultation with the Superintendent of Buildings.

/

HOMEOWNER'S LIGHT RESIDENTIAL OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT shall
.

.
' mean all engine-or motor -powered garden or maintenance

C

tools intehded. for rCpetitive use in residential areas, typically
' capable of being used by ,a homCowner (such as lawn mowe'rs,

,

garden tools, -riding tractors, ,
snow blovvers, si1o'\n plow's, ' etc. ).

'

. .,

W
h

Y

b

Hz is the abbreviation for Hertz,, which means cycles per second.

IMPACT DEVICE shall mean a construction device in which or by
, which a hammer, meaning a moving mass of hard solid

material, is mechanically by means of a working fluid caused
,

, to repetitively impact upon and transmit kinetic energy to a

tool. The tool may be iiic1uded as. part .of the device, as T

in the case of a moil on a, paving breaker or the drill steel
. .. .

or a jackhammer, or it may, be a mass to which the impact
device is temporariljt connected as in the case of a pile and

pile driver. Examples of impact devices are .piie drivers, .

paving breakers and power impact hammers, impact wrenches,
riveters and stud drivers. '

r

t

L '

, - . ..
·.

" " '

"'
'

' ' "
" '- ·

.

'
·

'

INDUSTRIAL USE shall be as set forth in the ,Zoning OTdina,nce of.
the City of Cambridge, Article IV, Section 2. "

j
.

f , · L

INSTITUTIONAL, TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITY USES shall be as
set forth in the Zoning Ordinance ,of the

,
City of Cambridge,

Article IV, Section 2.
r

. ' :
, d

,
P

T

. L

. .

-L10LEVEL shall mean the A-weighted sound level exceeded iO% of the
¶

time . .

.

, , .

t.

t

. .
.

.

.
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V

NOISE POLLUTION means the presence of that amount of acoustic
t

energy for that period of time necessary:- 7 F

t

1

b q

t ,'
K

a) to cause temporary or permanent hea':ting loss in persons
'

expposed: : ·

, ' ,
:

.. . ..

b) to otherWise be injttrious, or tend to be, on the basis of '

h

current information, injuriOus, to the public health or
welfare; ,

' 1 · · '.
t " .

. ,

,. ..c) to cause a nuisance:

d) to interfere with the comfortable ehjoyment of life and "

'property or the conduct of business; or
e) to exceed standards or restrictions established herein

or pursuant to 'the granting of any permit by the Com-
mi s s ion.

. ,
, .

NON-MEASURED NOISE POLLUTING ACTS - Uses and activities
" that create or cause to be created loud and unnecessary

q

noises which, by virtue. of the nature,
' duration or time ,

I

of occurrence, are not readily subject to measurement
by ifiiciai testing devices.,, '

G t
. .. I '.

. .
.

.

- , ' '
- ( .

PAVING BREAKER shall mean any hydraulically or pneumatically-
powered impact device intended to cut or trench pavement,

\

subbase macadam, 'gravel, concrete or hard ground.

r

PERSON means an individual,, partner sh'ip, association, firm, s'yndi-
' - cate, company, trust, co,rporation, department, bureau or ,

b

agency, or any other entity recognized by law as the subject
of rights and duties. .

'

,

,

PILE DRIVER shall mean an impact devitce designed or used for
the driving of piles, columns and other supports into soil

t

or other material by means 'of impact, vibrations, . pressure ,

or other means. -
. ·

" :

¥

.

..

' " ,
G

..
.

.

, .
.

RESIDENTIAL USE shall be as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance
of the City of Cambridge, Article IV, SeCtion 2.
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SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL (SPL) shall be numerically equabto :

20 times the logarithm (to the base 10) of the sound pressure,,'r:

to the reference sound pressure (the reference sound pressure ' .

'

shall Cqua1 20 microptis'ca1s. )
"

Unless otherwise stated, the
'

'

level is understood to be that of a root mean-square pressure.7

P'

7

) '

ZONING DISTRICTS shall mean the zoning districts and land uses .
, .

therein as established by the Zoning Ordinance of thep City of
,

Cambr idge.
y

g

t
,

iii. general prohibitions of pioise emissions '

'

A. No person or persons owning, leasing, or controlling the
.

. .
.

. . . .

operation of any source or sources of noise shall willfully,
negligently, or through failure to provide necessary equip'-
merit or facilities or to take necessary precautions, permit
the establishment or continuation of a condition of noise

4

. ,pollution. ·

'

S · '

,
F

a

.
' t

' ( OR) "
'

'

L

· >
,

,

ra , ,
P

k

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to make, continue, or. µ " g

· cause to be made or contiiiued any loud, 'unnecCs4ary orA . ,

unusual noise or any noise which either dnnoys', disturbs, '

injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace '

.
,

.

,or safety of others, within the limits of the city.
, · +

t

' .
' r

(OR BOTH )
.

\
.

,,

"'
F

,

· . ' .
·

"
.

. r .

' ' ' " '
·

. ,
'

. · ,
,' ' '

. ' '. ·"

- IV. PROHIBITION OF NON-MEASURED NOISE POLLUTING ACTS
.

. . . .. ...
. ,

. . .

A. The following acts, among .others, are declared to be loud,
'

disturbing and unnecessary noises in violation of this ordinance,d

but said enumeration shall not be cieemed to be exclusive,'
namely: ·

* ' . , '
. r

F ·

I) Horns, Signaling Devices, etc, The sounding of, any .horn or .

signa11ing device on ahy automobile, mc)torcycle, tstreet car
or other vehicle on any street or public, place of the city,
except as a danger warning; the

,
creation by means of any

such signaling device of any unreasonably loud or harsh
sound; and the .sounding of any

,

such device for an unnecessary
and unreasonable periOd of time. The use of any signalling

P device except one operated by hand or electricity; the use I

,

" o"f any horn, whistle or other device operated by engine
I

exhaust ; and the use of any such signaling device when
traffic is for any reasoh held up..

\.1

. ..
.

.

,

J .
·

.
e

C

. .
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.

2) Radios, ' Phonographs, etc. The using, operating, o.r ,

perl7'it'tir)g to be played: used or, operated any radio
receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, ,or other
machine or deviCe for the producing or reproducing of
sound in such manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and
comfort of the neighboring inhabitants or at any time with
louder volume than i's necessary for convenit;nt hearing for

,
.

, ,
,, ,

.

.
. , ,

' 'I
,

. .

!

, the person or persojis who are in the room, vehicle ori "
'

' '

.

charnber in 'which siich mac,hine or device is operatcd and
who are vohintary listeners thereto. The operation of any
such set, instrument, phonograph, machine or. device

, between the hours of twelve o'clock p.,m. and seven o'.clock
a. m. 'in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a distance
of fifty (SO) feet from the building, structure, vehicle, or '

t

, dwelling unit in .which it is located shall be prima facie
· evidence of a violation of this section.

. +
?

%

,

3) Yelling, Shouting,' etc^. Y elling; shouting, 'hooting, whistling,
or singing on the public streets,i particularly between the
hours of 12 p.m. and 7 a.m. or, at any time or place so
as to annoy or. disturb the quiet, comfort, 'or repos.e of

=

persons in any office, Orr in .any 'dWe11ing,'q hotel or other
type' of resicience, wo'r of any per.sons in the vicinity. '

N ' ' '

. .

V . .

b.
T

4) Animals, Birds, etc. , Thc keeping of ,any animal or bird
which by causing frequent or long .continued noise phal1 '

disturb the comfgirt or repose of any pe'rSons in the
vicinity. ,

.

,

-
.

f

..

' ·
'

, . ,

' ' ;

j: '

5) Steam Whistles, The blowing of dny locotriotive steam
whistle or steam whistle gtttached to arjy stationary boiler
except to ,give riotice of the 'time to begin or stop ,work
or as a warning of" fire or danger, cir upon request of
proper city authorities. . ' ,

.

' -
" " + A

F

. ..

4

' 6) Exhausts. " The- discharge into the open air of 'the exhaust
of any steam engine, stationary iriterna1 combustion engine,r

motor bo"at, .or motor vehicle except througil a muffler or
other device which "will effectiveiy prevent loud or explosive

" noise s' ther efr om.
'

'
'

i

b.

, . . . , .
a

.

7) Defect in Vehicle or Load. The use' of any automobile,
. motorcycle, or vehicle so out of repair,, ,so 1oaded or

in such manner as to create loud' and unnecessar4y grating,
,

, > ,

grinding, rattling or other .noise.
¢

. ,

. . .. .

,

8) Loading, Unloading, Opening Boxes. The creation of a
, . .

loud and' excessive .noise in connection -mith Joading or.. ,

unloading any vehicle or, the' opening and destruction .of
bales, crate.s,., and., containers. ,

"
·

K
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.. .
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i
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i t

9) Drums. The use of any drum or other instrurrient 'or
,¶

device for the purpose of attracting attention by creation
of noise to any performance, shou or ,sale. '

4

. F
T

.
N

10) Hawker s, FJeddler s. The shouting and crying of peddlers,
F.

'

hawkers and vendors which disturbs the peace and quiet of
'

, the neighborhood.
" '

i g

,

V. NOISE RESTRICTIONS ACCORDING TO ZO'NING DISTRICTS ' "
. ,

. D

A. This Regulation shall aj?ply to the use or occupancy of any lot
or structure thereon and to the noise produced thereby, but '

,.

.

"

shall not apply to the following:
,

.

i¥ ¥

.

' I) To the intermittent or occasional use, during the daytime, '

*of light homeowner' s residential outdoor equipment or
commercial service equipment provided 'said equipriient
an,d its use complies with other provisions of these

L ' p
,,

L,Regulations;' · '
,

> '
,

2) 'To. construction activities "and the associated'. use of construc-
tion devices 'nor t.o' the nOise produced thereby, provided»

such activities, and such equipment and its use, comply
with other provisions of these Regulations;

L , · ..
· . t

. . ..

4

L ¥

3) To the operation of any motor vehicle on any public' way,
, nor to the noise produced thereby. ,

·

, ,

T

,
. .

B P

B. Noise 'in Residential zoninj; Districts or Affecting Residential or
Institutional Property ,

,

g

.

#

No 'person shall 'create or cause ,to be emittCd from "or by anyT

. source 'subject to' Regulation V any' noise which causes 'or
' results in a maximurri nois'e level, measured at any "lot line of

· ¥

' any lot located in any Residential Zonirig District or in residential "

or institutional usC e1seuhere in conformance with the Cambridge
'

N

Zoning O,rdinattce, in excess Qf tiny level of the "Residintial '

b

District Noise Standard", RegulationV. E,,provided' that if said
lot is located in any Industrial District, the maximum noise

B '"

level measured at the lot lin'e shall not exceed any level of
>

' the "Residential-lndustrial Noise Standard", Regulation V. E.
µ . ' F

.
£

4

*. . . ..

,

i . ,- .
¥ ' W

I
: -C. Noise in Business, Office Zon'ing Districts ..

'

T ' r

.

,
, .

No person shall create or caus"e 'to, be emitted from or 'by any
sourc,e subject to Regulation V

'

any noise which cause s or
..

results in a maximum noise level,' measured at" any lot line "

,of any lot in any Business Zoning District 'other than' a lot '

in residential or '"ins'titutional use in conformance 'with the
, k

i'
.

..
.

.
. . . . ...

.
,

3
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.
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Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, in excess of any level of the
.

, ' W

"Business District Noise Standard", Re gu1ation V. E.
,

.

,

h

D. Noise in Industrial Zoning Districts " "

*

No person shall create or cause to be emitted, from or by '

any source subject to Regulation V any noise which causes

or results in a maximum noise level, measured at any lot
W

line of any lOt in recreational or business use in any
Industrial Zoning District in conformance mith the Cambridge

. .

Zoning Ordinance, in excess of any level of "Industrial District
Noise Standard", Re gulation 'V. E.

" E. Zoning District Noise Standards '

.

Noise standards referred to in these Regiilations for the several
zoning districts of the City' of Cambridge, as" defined in, and
eStablished. pu:tsuant to the Cambridge Zoning "Ordinance are' as
established by the following Table.

h

¥

µ

.
.

. ,

TABLE OF ZONING DISTRICT NOISE STANDARDS
,

. ., .

· \

Octave Band Maximum A11ocvabk Octave B and Sound, Pre s sure 'Levels
Center . R e side.ntia1

, .
Re sidentia1 ' Office '

d . ~Frequency E

, t ,

"

,

' ' " r
.

of Institutional C Industrial Business . Industry
..

Measurement b

'

·

" All Other ' All ,

(H") Daytime
.

"'Times
'

Daytime Other
'

Anytime " Anytime G

" '"" ' Time s

31. 5 76 68 79 72 . 79 83

63 75 67 78 71 78 82
-J"

\

T
.

, "

125 6,9 61 73 65 73 77

250 62 52 68 57 68 73
P

500 56 46 62 51 62 67

1000 50 "

'

40 56 45 56
,

61
. . . .

,.

2000 45
i

'
33 5,1 '39 51 57

'

}

4000 40 28 47 34
,

47 53
,

8000 38
"

26 44
'

32
"

" 44 50
' rmm:Tb

·"
r

±

T '

.

Single - 60 50 65 5 5 65 70

Numb e r - Eguivalent t
' G

t

(dB(A)) ' '
. 0

' b

,

t ' . ,
.

I

.

.
.

. ..

,

b

0

.

..I

d

, .
. .
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VI. RESTRICTIONS ON NOISE EMITTED FROM CONSTRU CTION SITES
F

2
k

, A. Except as provided for in Regulation VI. C. and VI, D,, it shall .be

unlawful for any person to operate any construction device or
, devices on any construction site if the operation of such device

, or devices emits noise, measured at the lot line of the affected
. .

P

property, in excess of the values shown below:
a

Lot Use of Affected Property Effective June 1, 1975 Effective Jan. 1, 1976
.

t

'

' "LlOLevel Max. 'Nois e LlOLevel Max. Nois e

Level .
Level

Re sidential or Institutional 80 dB(A) 86 dB(A) · 75 dB(A) 86 dB(A)
. ,

Business or Office ' 85 dB(A) - 80 dB(A) -
t

,, " " ' ' ." . . ' ' . " '
· ' ' · ' ' · . ·

' : '

Industr ia1
' "' '

' " 90 dB(A) -
·

.
85 dB(A)

'

"
.¶ ' ,

b
,

.

p ', ' · , , .
,

, ,
;

. ,. . .

.

,
.

. .
. .,

, .. .
.

· ' ' . ,. ' ' ' . .
: '

.
.

' . , .
;

G

The same level shall apply to a public way Els applies to @i1

'industrial use. MeasuremCnts should not be taken closer' than
I ·

· 50' feet frorri ,the nearest active constru'ction device cin the'
constriiction site. The maximum noise level shall be measured .

on the sound'leve1 meter at slow response. , ,
P-

,

..

B. The L101evel 'shall, b'e determined in 'the following mdnner:
4

P

I) Every ten seconds, on the mzirk, the A-weighted noise level ·

· on the sound level meter with slow response is recorded
. until ,100 observations have been made. If, during any of

,

these observations, a measurement is substantially affected
'

, " by any source outside the 'construction site (such as aircraft
,

overflight), measurements made during these periods will
not be considered. However the observation period shall

\

"
' be extended unti1100 valid measurements are obtained. The

1"10 l"ve1 will be that level that is .equal to the tenth highest
level .recorded. .

-
"

.

'

-
(

t
.

P

,.

2) If in the estimation of the person taking the measurements,
'

outside noise sources contribute significantly to the noise
level, the above 'procedure shall be repeated (with the same
outside noise sour ce Contributions) when' const,ruction i's

inactiye, in order to deternjine the existing background
' 1^10 level. .

The L10 level CMring constructioij mustp,exceed
,

,

the background Ljq level by, 5 dB(A) to be considered a

violation of RCgmation VI:A. -, ,
,

. ..
. . b

t '
,
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.

A

t.
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d
,

. ·
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V

C Except as provided for in Re gulation VI. D, it 'shall be unlawful '

' to operate a constiniction device at any street excavation, grading
or repair, utility street work installation or repair, which produces
a noise level exceeding 86 dB(A) at a distance of 50 feet from the
device after 3une 1, 1975.

,

i

The provisions of Regulation VI.A, shall not apply to any con-
,

struction site covered by, Regulation VI, C, The provisions of
Regulation VI. C. will not be applicable to any constructiont

+

device used in emergency service work that is necessary to
/return utility service to an area provided that vrithin 24 hours

such device is brought into' compliance with Regulation VI. C.

or is not reused vjithin tjie City until it does comply.
C

S

tq

D. The provisions of Regulation VI.A, and VI. C. shall not be
applicable to iinpact devices. '

\ , .
· .' , · '

·
S

" . . '
$

,
.

t '

r ·

I
. ,

* ' , >

4 .

R
.

· I
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VII. PERMITS - GENERAL t

.
P

h '

A. A permit shall constitute permission to use or to allow the use
of a device or' to engage in an activity 'to which reference has

' been made in these' Regulations or in the Ordinarices of the City
, .

of Cambridge. . ·"
4 ·

"
' "

.
.

,· P

·
. .

·
'

- . - : · . .:. .- . . .

q " r

,

B. All applications for permits shall be made to the Superinteiident
. ,

of Buildings in such form and detail as he shall prescribe.· Such ,

application shall not
, relieve any person fi'om otherwise complyiiig

..
with the provisions of the,se Regulations or" any other law or

' ordinance, .
'

,

' '

P
,

t '

C. ' Such permit shall include such provisions and conditions as
the Commissioner "may deem r)ecessary to protect the public
health, welfare and comfort.

, .f

P

"

D. Any permit required by these Regulations shall be displayed
'

0

, to any police officer or employee ,of the Building Department '

*
L

.

upon request. ¶, .
,

-
1

.. .

k ' . .

.

.d

t. · · '- - · ' ·

'" &,

E. Any permit issued by the Superintendent of Buildings under the
provisions of these Regulations may be revoked for violation of
any of the terms and cOnditions" of such 'permit.

.
J

. .,
. .

.

.
.

. ,. .

,
T

,

y
b .

,

' ' " ".' t , ' " ·
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VIII. EXEMPTIONS
k

,

t

t

.A, The following uses and activities shall be exempt from noise
level regulations:

F

.
' I) Noises of safety signals, warning devices," and emergency

. pressure relief valves. ·

L

:; i
,

,

2) Noises resulting from any authorized emergency vehicle,
when responding to an emergency call or acting in time
of emergency.

T

,

, +

3) Any other noise resulting from activities of a teinporary
dur,ation permitted by law and for which a license or
permit therefore has been granted by the city in accordance

,

with Alternate Section.
.

L
T

t

.

. 4) Any aircraft operated in conformity with, or pursuant to,
'

federal law, federal air regulations, and air traffic control
instruction 'used pursuant to and within the duly adopted
federal air regulations shall be exempt from the regulations
of this ordinance. , Atiy aircraft operating under technical

·h

difficulties, in any kind of distress, under emergency orders
of air traffic. control or being operated pursuatit to and

subsequent to the declaration of an emergency under federal
'

air regulations shall also be exempt from the provisions of
F this ordinance. "

5) Noises resulting from emergency wo,rk .as defined in DEFINI-
TIONS SECTION. .

, . .
.

.

. .

.

., . ... .
.

. .

.

\
.

' IX. PENALTIES' '

k
·

'
.

' t4

jl
N

P

.A, Any person who violates any proVision of this ordinance,,shai1
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
shall be fined not exceeding $

, or by imprisonment for
not more than days, or by both said fine and said 1

b

impr isonme nt. .

L

,

b

.

+ .

. ·

t '
, A

X. ENFORCEMENT . .

'
"

.

t P

\ '

A. The Chief of Police of the City of Cambridge shall be thC officer
charged with the enforcement "of this ordinance. He shall, at

,

.

. 7
W

any time necessary, call on the Superintendent of Buildings or
his deputy to 'provide personnel to perform such tests as the
Chief of Police deems necessary to determine violations of
this ordinance.

P

I

u
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XI. Conflict WITH OTHER REGULATIONS
W

¥

A, The noise regulations shall not relieve any person from
complying with other laws, statutes, codes, regulations, or '

ordinances of the Commonwealth or of the City of Cambridge.
¥

b

'
.

.
!
t

F

XII. VARIANCES
.

µ

.Z

. .

A. The Superintendent of Buildings may grant variances after public
hearing or may reject applications on review without a hcaring. Vari-
ances thus granted may be' effective for no longer than one year.

· · +
t

P'

G '

XIII. SEVERABILITY '

.

A, E a c h of ,these Regulations shall be, constructed as separate to .

( . ' '
,

the end that if any Regulation or section, sentence, clause or
phrase thereof sha11.be held invalid for any reason, the
remainder of these Regulations shall continue Ein full 'for ce.'
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NOISE CONTROL REGULATION - CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

I. PURPOSE

II. DEFINITIONS

III. GENERAL PROHIBITION OF NOISE EMISSIONS

IV. PROHIBITION OF NOISE EMISSIONS IN DWELLING UNITS

)V; PROHIBITION OF NON-MEASURED NOISE' POLLUTING ACTS
%

VI. RESTRICTIONS - ZON'NG DISTRICTS

VII. RESTRICTIONS - CONSTRUCTION SITES

VIII. RESTRICTIONS - NOISE EMITTED FROM NEW MOTOR VEHICLES

, IX. PERMITS

X. EX EMPTI(JNS
.

I

XI. PENA LTIES

XII. ENFORCEMENT

. XIII. CONFLIC T ,
i

XIV. VARIANCES '
'
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XV. SEVERABILITY
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0I. PURPOSE
0

.
. .,

.
.

b.

This" ordinance pirovi.des standards for' the control of noise 'pollution and
.prohibits those acts which most frequently create noise pollution. The

.general objeCtives of these standards are to secure the. publiC health,
*Pcomfort, convenience, and safety of, and to .promote the welfare, prosperity,

,peace, a nd quiet of, the citizens of the City of Cambridge. ·
.

.

,
,

.t '

.

.

.
. .

Be it ordained by the City Council elf the City of "Cambridge as follows:b ·

.
,

"
P

P

0
,

q

t

.

.II. DE FINITIONS
.

· I

t

,

0

'

. Terms used in this "ordinance shall bc defined as follows:0

b

F

ACOUSTICAL TERMINOLOGY Acoustical Terminology used' throughout
these Regulations is that most r,ecent1y approved .as·American -

^'

' Standard Acoustical Terminology by the American National
.

.

Q

.

"

Standards Institutc (ANSI); except as may .be specified otherwise '

·
P

.herein. '

r
. ·

"

"
"

·

P

. .

0
.

,

"

. BU SINESS USE shall "be as set forth in t-he Zoning Ordinance 'of the ·. .City of Cambridge Article IV, SeCtioii 2.
t

F

. .

.CONSTRU CTION shall mean any and all physical vactivity necessary t

or incidental to the erection, placement, demolition, assembling,
.

"

altering,' cleaning, repairing, installing, or equipping of
'

.
buildings and other structures, p'i51ic or private highways,, roads, .

, premises,
,
parks, utility lines, or other property, and shall' "

' include land clearing, grading, excavating, filling and paving.
L

.

P

f
P

6

" COMMERCIAL SERVICE EQUIPjiENT shall mean all engine-or motor- '
.

,

po'wer'ed equipment 'intended tor infrequent service work in
. - inhabited areas, typically requiring commercial or skilled. ,
P

opcratOrs (such as chair, saws, log chipp¢rs, paving rollers,etc. ).
. . .

b

.

fCONSTRUC1'ION DEVICE shall mean any p.owered device or equipment,
bck"siE'necl and intended for use in construction. Example s o if ' i

F

"

"-"'mstruction devices" are air compressors, bulldozers, back- '

.hoes, trucks, .shovels, derricks, or cranes. "

"

.
,

"
.

P

i.

t ·
¥

. CONSTRUCTION SITE' shall mean that area within which a' contractor '
3

.

'

confines a construction c)peration. This includes defined ·

, .
p ;.

" ILounclary lines of" the project itseli.plus any contractor
. i.3ta.ging area outside those" defined boundary lines. and used '

i
" P

.
e

r

expressly for the construction, '
'

- '
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0DAYTIME shall mean the pe.riod between the hou'rs of seven ante "' .

meridian (7:00 a.m.) and six post meridian (.6:00'p.m. )

daily except Sunday according to the time system locally -

Vin e ffe ct.
-

.
"

.

0

dl3 is the abbreviation fOr decibel.
.

"

.

-0

¶

.

.

&

,

' dB(A) shall' mean the A -weighted sound level ,in decibels," as meastired
by a g,enera1 purpose sound level meter complying with the ' "

.

,
.

provisions of. Specifications for Sound' Level Meters (SI. 4 197i), " '

° ' American National Standards institute (ANSI), properly calibrated, ' '

.
..0 · "

' and o'pera,tec1 on the "A" weighting network. - ·
0

. .
,

.

.EMER GENCY WORK Work neccssary to restore public or private "

.

P

.
prope:tty to a safe condition following a public calamity or

C

. work required to protect persons or property from an immi- ·
.nent exposure to danger. The necessity "of such work shall

.

· be determined by the Building Superintendent or his" deputy
.

. or by other ,authorizec1 emergency or public utility personnel
after consultation with the Superintendent of Buildings. '

. ,

tHOMEO\\/NER'S LIGHT RESIDENTIAL OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT shall4'

.

'

mean all engine-or motor -powered' garden or maintendnce " :'
-

·

"

I
e S

"

tools ,intenclec1 for repetitive use in residential are3s, typically !

capable of being used by a homeowrier (such as lawn moivers,
.gaitden tools, riding tractors, snow blowers, snow ,plows, etc. ).

a.
.

.

.
Hz is the abbreviation for Hertz, which means cycles per second,

,

a
.

<

}' ·

"7
0

IMPACT DEVICE s"ha11 mean a construction device in which or "by '
·

"

2
.

which a hammer, meaning a moving mass of hard solid "

f'
' " Zmaterial, "is 'mechanicdlly "by mea"iis of a working f1iji'd or ' -' " ' "0

S

0

4

compressed air caused to repetitively impact upon and transmit ' :kinetic energy to a tool. The tool may be included as' part of '
.g

r
the devic,e, as in the case of a moil on a paving breaker or thC '

.

rdrill steel or a jackhaxnmer, or it may be a mass to which the
, , ,

;.,.

T

impact device, is temporarily connected as in the case, of a pile
.

.'
.

. and pile driver. Examples of impaCt devices are pile drivers, fj:
, L

paving breakers and power impe.ct hammers, .impact wrenches,
.

jiriverters and stud drivers. .

"

2 '.
"

t

t

· 0
~ 0 e

q"" ""
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.
'

,
'

'

. hP'
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INDUSTRIAL USE shall be as 'set forth in the Zoning Ordinance of " ':
"

the City of Cambridge, Article IV, Section 2. '
.
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I-'10J-·EVEL shall mean the A-weighted sound level exceeded iO% of the" i'£". .
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)NOISE POLLUTION means the presence of that amount of acoustic
"energy for that pez"iod of time necessaryz · '

..
* ' "

,
k

+"
'

' a) to cause temporary or permanent hearing loss in pqrsons
'

,

.expo S e cl; f :
.

b) to otherwise be injurious, or tend to be, on the basis of "

C

.

. current information, injurious, to the public health or +,

· twelfare; - .
.

·

""

.
)

4

P

C) to cause a nuisance: '

d) to interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life and
.

property or the conduct of business.; or
"

¢

0
'

. '
' ' "

.

e) to exceed standards of restrictions established here'in
or pursuant to the granting of any permit ijji the '.

Superintendent of Buildings.
.

m

.

»

NON-MEASURED NOISE POLLUTING ACTS - Uses and act>ivities
.

that create or. cause to be created loud and unnecessaryK . ' 4,0noises which, by virtue of the nature, duration or time
.of' occurrence, are not readily subject to measurement. ,

+

by official testing devices. ..
'

"

+

T

' PAVING BREAKER shall m'ean "any hydraulically or pneurrlatEcally-

powered impact defice intended to cut or trench pavement,
subbase macadam, gravel, concrete or hard ground.

4

PERSO"N means an individual, partner ship, association, firm, syndi: P

cate, company, trust, corporation, department, bureau or
'

P

agency, or any other entity recognized by law as the subject.

. of rights and duties. .
·

.
, N

,
,

PILE DRIVER shall mean an irn?act de\'ice designed or used for
the driving of piles, columns and other supports into soil
or other material by means of impact, vibrations, pressure

"

·

.

or other means. '
C

.

.
.

.*

r

0

RESIDENTIAL USE shall be as set .forth in the Zoning Ordinance .

t

oI the City of Cambridge, Article IV, Section 2.
t
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.
SOCiND PRESSURE LEVEL (SPL) shall be numerically equabto

,
,

"

20 times the logarithm (to the base 10) of the sound pres.sure . ·
0to the reference sound pressure (the r,eference. sound pressure

.

"

shall equal 20 micropascals.) Unless othe.r'lvis.e stated, the
,

' " lCve1 is understood to be that of a "root mean-square pressure. -

0

0

r
Z

.

' .ZONING DISTRICTS shall mean the zoning districts and land uses '
. therein as 'established by the Zoning Ordinance of the City of

.

Cambridge., "

' '

P

0

.

B

.
.

.

' t

III. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS OF NOISE EMISSIONS
.

P

h

+A, No person or persons' oi','ning,' leasing, or Confrolling the
,

' %

operation of any source or sour,ces ,of noise shall willfully, "
" negligently, or through failure to provide necessary .equip-

.
, .merit or facilities or to take necessary precautions,, permit

.

'

.
the ,estab1ishrnent or continuation 'of a condition of noise.

"

,po11ution.
V

.

i

.

t

' '

-

· 9 · " 0 ' "
' F

.
·

·
' "

- 1

IV, PROHIBITION OF NOISE EMISSIONS WITHIN DWELLING UNITS ' '

e

P

t
,A. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons owning, leasing, o.r

.

-

?

control'ling the operation of any source or source,s
,

of' noise to
,

.

'

4

#

'

make continue or cause to be made or' continued any loud, unneces-
,sary or unusual noiSe within a dwelling unit which either annoys,
,,
: C

-i

disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health,. peace ,

I

'
jt

or safety of others lirirrz in adjacent dwelling units or otherwise
b

~
b

*.—*

,

. . , .
, . . ·

.

,
.

-

't,

kving in close proxirnny to the source of noise.
.

If
.

?p

;

r

?

f .
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%

0

.
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" ' 0

0
·

4

V, PROHIBITION OF No?,'-MEAs[jREb
NOISE POLLUTING ACTS '

:.-
'

-

"

" " t'

'
-

"

/

.

.

V

"

A, The following acts, among others, arC declared to be loud, "

Z
4

-

"

. "

" }
,

" 1

disturbing anc1 unnecessar,y noises in violation of this orclinqnce,
n.

.

..

' P

—P '

but said enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive,"
,

p S'

B

, ,

.

". namely:
·

'

.
4 "

t

,

;#-'

'
.

i, '

'
' "

4

" -

r

Ti
,

.

- ;

I) Ilorns, Si,gnaling Devices, etc, The sounding of any 'horn .or
1

:
P

signalling device on any automobile, m.otorcycle,, stree,t car '
·" ' f"P

or other vehicle on any s"treet or" public plaCe of the city, .
;g'-

"

except as a danger v:arninp; the creation by means of any :
:,"

.,

'.such signaling device of anji unreasonably loud or harsh {j· sound; and the sounding of any such device for an unnecessary . :' .

.

and unreasonable period of time. The use of any signalling
"

$'

"

device except one operated by hand or electricity; the use ' *i|',of any horn, whistle or other device operated by,'engine '

'

'.
E]!:

.
.

y;'

,
oxha tl st ; and the \1 s e of any s 1!l:11 si gna!in" tif"·j; rp Zt·! ib ""

p T *t ,
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.. .
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'
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.
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b

.

.

b
' "

·
. .

.

.

0

.

"

2) Radios, Phonographs, etc.
,

The using, opCrating, ·or .
-

. . permitting to be played, used or operated any radio .

. .
'

receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, or otherP

·

·
' machine or device for the p'roclu'cing or reproducing of0

. .P

¶ sound in such nUnner as to disturb the peace, quiet'and '

.

comfort of the neighboritig inhabitdmts or at any time with
· louder volume than is necessary for convenieiit hearing for .

"

"

, the person or persons who are in the room, vehicle or- I

chajriber in which such machine or device is operated and '
'

B
who arC voluntary 1istener,s thereto., The (?pera"tion,of"'any

,

such set, instrument, p!)onograph, machine or device '" '

b
'

. . .. ."
. e - - W '"%— —" between the hours of eleven d'clock p. m. and seven o?c1ock a. m.$,

"

. on we.eknights and twelve o'clOck p. m. and seven o'clock a. m.
.

'

. on. weekend nights in such a manner as to be plainly audible al
'

a distance of fifty (50) f.eet app'roxirnately"fifteen (15) meters frotn
.U

' the building, structure, vehicle, or dwelling unit in which it is ·

"

.

!.0cat.ed shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this section..
r

i
P

'

C ·

·

" 3) Yelling, Shouting, etc. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling:
,\

· . , - '

or singing on the publiC streets, particularly between the
,

. hours of llp.m. and ·7 a.m. or at any time or place so
'

. as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort, .or repose of k

.

L

.'

.
. persons in any office, or in any dwelling,

, hotel or other ·.

'type of reSidence, or of any perSons in the viCinity.P

V.

, ,.

.

,

0
,

° 4) A~nima1s, Birds, etc. The keeoing of any anirnil" or bird ·

' which 'by causing frequent or long coritinueci noise shall
,

"disturb the comfo.rt or repose of any' persons in the
.

Pvicinity. ,' '

.,
,

X
" b

-
r

.

.

.
· 5) Steam Whistles. The ,b1owing of any lpcomotive steam

whistle or steam whistle attached to dny stationary boiler
"

-
C

except to give notice of the t"ime to" begin or "stop work '
.

.

.

'

or as a warning of lire or danger, or upon request of ·

.· proper city authorities. -

.

.

.
N

"
·

D

t
'

' ° 6) .Exhausts. The. discbarge into the open air- of the 'exhaust ·

· of" any steam engine, stationary intelrna1 combustion enginc,t:
P

motor boat, or motor vehicle except through a muffler orothcr device which will efi"ectir'ely prevent loud or explosive
.' 'b

. , -
.

.4noise"s therefrom.
. .

.
.

y

7) Defec! in Veh,ic1e or Load., The use of' any"automobile,
,

-
'

,

. motorcycle, or vehicle so out of repair, so loaded .or ·

in such manner as to create loud and unnecessary grating,'.

grinding, rattling or .other .noise.
.

P

00

a

"8) J-.oadinµ Un1oadin,g, Opening Boi:es. The cr"eation of a
"

"

.· loud .and excessive noise in connection with loading or '

.

P

' unloading any vehicle or the opening and destruction of
.' ·'!)?1t"""!! '

C rn t t'! gj 77 !'
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9) Drums. The use of any drum or other instrument or
device for the purpose of attracting attention "by creation .,

of noise to any performance, show, sale, or exhibition.

.

10") Hawkers, Peddlers, The shouting and crying of peddlers,
hawkers and vendors which disturbs the peace and quiet of '

the rteighborhoocl.

V. NOISE RESTRICTIONS ACCORDING TO ZONING DISTRICTS
.

A, This Regulation shall apply to the use or occupancy of any lot
or structure thereon and to the noise produced thereby, but
shall not apply to the following:

,

I) To the intermittent or occasional use, during the daytime, .

of light homeowner's resiclential outdoor equipment or
commercial service equipment provided said equipment
and its use complies with other provisions 'of these
Regulations;

2) To construction activities and the associated use of construc-
tion devices nor to the noise produced thereby, provided
such activities, and such equipment and its use, comply
with other provisions of these Regulations;

3) To the Operation of any motor vehicle on any putilic way,
nor to the noise piy'cluced thereby.

· 0

B. Noise in Residential Zoning- Districts or Affecting Residential Property.
No person shall create or cause to be emitted from or by any source
subject to Regulation \"1 any noise which causes or results in a maxi-
mum noise level, mcasurecl al any lot line of any lot' located in any
Residential Zoning District or in residCntial use .elsewhere in con-
formance with the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, in excess 'of any .

level of the "Residential District Noise. Standard", Regulation VI, E, ,

,

provided that if said lot is located in any Industrial District, the
. maximum noise level measured at th'e lot line shall not exceed any

level of the "R esidentiaI-Industrial Noise Standard", Regulation VI. E.
Noise emitted, from construction sites shall be excepted from this -

regulation.

' C. Noise in Business, Oifice 7.onin7 Districts

No pcrson shall create or cause to be emitted from or by any
,

.
,. ..source subjcct to lQqiulation V any noise which causes or 1results in El n\axil)]\ln) nc)isc level, rncasur"ec1 at any lot line !

r ·

f"

'. ) " % · i , . i i . . :

,, , .
1 3 ' ,

. , , ' ' ' t " ' . L : : · I 7 1
" '
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.Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, in excess of any level of the
g

"Business District Noise Standard", Regulation VI. E. Nois e '
P

emitted from construction sites shall bC excepted from this ,,.regu!aiion.
.

>

. .
.

t

\D, Noise in Industrial Zoning" Districts '

'

No 'person shdll create" or cduse to be erftitted frOm' or by anyO

source subject to Regulation VI, any.noise which causes or resultsI

P

in a maximum noise lCvel, measured at any lot line of any lot in
recreational or business use in any 'Industrial Zoning District in '

conformance with the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, in excess of
any level of "Industrial D.istrict Noise Stan,dard", Regulation VI, E,

0Noise emitted from construction sites 'shall be excepted from this
" 'r regulation.

.

a .
' · . . .

T

t

E. Zoning District Noise Standards "

.

.
d

. Noise standards referred to in these Regulations for the several '
0

·
' zoning districts of the City of Cambridge, as defined in and '

'

.
estdblished pursuant to the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance are as

' Cst,ablishec1 by the following' Table.
,

r

TABLE OF ZONING DISTRICT NOISE STANDARDS

Octave Band ·· M'axinnim Allowable Octave Band Sound Pressure Levels
Center · Residential

"

Residential Office
V

Frequency - . in '-
¶

P

oi · Industri'al Business Industry
Measurement 4

" All Other AlljHz)
Daytime Times Daytime Other Anytime' AnytimeH

Times .
"

,

31. 5 16 68 7?
"

72 79 83

63 75 67 78 71 78 82
t

125 69 61 73 65 73
,

77
.

250 62 ' 52 68 '

57 68 '73k

~

0 "

500 56 46 62 51 62 67
.

1

..

1000 50 · 40 54 4J 56 61
P ,

2000 -!5 33 51 39 51 57r

4000 40 - 28 47 34 47 53
t . t

,

8000 38 26 44 32 44 50
t

,

t

T

t *

t

Si!)?le- (jO 50 65 55 (,5, "70
X,unib c r - Fqui \'i\jc nt

,

' '

'

· -C.
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VII RESTRICTIONS ON NOISE EMITT ED FROM CONSTRUCTION SITES
t

,

, A. Except as prpvided for in Regulation VIIC. and VIII).,, it shall be
.

unlawful for any persOn t'o operate any, construction device or
, devices o.n any construction site if the operation o.f such deviceor deviccs emits noise, measured at the lot line of the affectedproperty, in excess of the values shown below:

T

.
.

.

'
p

. .

u

K

'
.. .

.
'

-

'
·

"

D
.

, .

.

.

.
0

· 0

" 0
.

S

·.

.

>

T

. .,

0

P

.

Lot Use of Affected Property Lj 0Level Max. Noise Level~

R esidential
·75 dB{A) 86 dB(A)V

4

0

Business or Office '

. 80 dB·(A) '

- - - -

.
.

k

f

.

.

d

.

Industr'ial
·

. 85 dB(A)
, - - - - .

,

,

'

P

.

,

,

.The same level shalj apply to a public way'as applies to, an industrialus e. Measurements should not be taken closer than 50 feet or approxi-. mately fifteen (15) meters from the nearest active construction device 'on the construction site. .The maximum rioise level shall be measw ed '

Ij

on the sound level meter at slow response. ·
.

.hj
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r.

0

P

-
.t

·
7

· . ' '
.
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. · B. The LlOlevel shall be determined in the following mannCr: .
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I) Every ten seconds, on the mark, the A-weight'ed noise level
¥

: :
·

<

"

- t

.

on the sound level meter with slow response is recorded ,"until 100 observations have been made. If, 'during any of
,,,,

.

'

these observations, a measurement is substantiany affected
. a

,

.
.

.

by any source outside the construction site '(such as aircraft
F·

overnigl"lt): rrieasurements made during these periods will · k··"

a

' '

-

<--"

not be considered. However the observation period shall '

t
'

be extended untill00 valid measurements are obtained, The i_
,

,

.,.,

. .

"

I"l0 l"ve1 will be that level that is equal" to tPe tenth highest j;i
'" level recorded. "

'

.

.

. . ij: '
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.
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2) If in the estirnation of. the pers'.on taking the measurements, i"'outside noise sources contribute significantly to the noise '

·
'

i;t:
.

- level, the above procedure .sha1,1 be repeated (with' the same .

."
,outside. noise .source contributions) when construction is °' :'. . .

· 4 · .
-

-

'

S$' : '

' inactive, in order to 'determine .the existing backgiCound
' I'

:
'

L, lcvc'l. ' The LlO level during construction must exceed :',.:,
, - j'g :

;

,

th],9
backgrouricl J"l0 l"ve1 by 5 dEj(A) to be considered a I:

. .violati,,n of Regulation \'IIA.
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. C. Except as provided for in Re gulation VII,D, it shall be unlawful
to operate a construction device at any street"excavation, grading! -

0

.or repair, utility street work installation or repair, which produces
a noise level exceeding 86 c1B(A.) at a distance ·cjf 50 feet cir approxi-

"

nately fifteen (15) meters from th'e device. "

0. '.
, .

·

.
'

'
. 0

I

,

b

, The provisions of Regulation VIIA, shall not apply tO any con-,
' struction site covered by Regulation VI! C, The provisions of "

'

Ret'ulation VJJ C, will not be applicable. to any ,construction
'

.

.

.

device used in emergency se'rvice work that is. necessary to '

.
.

return utility. service to an area provided that within 24 hours "
" "

.
"

·

. such devjce is brought into compliance with Regulation "VII C. '- .
'

. .
. .

. .

.0· or is not reused within the City until it does comply.
,

T

,

. . ,

.P

.

D. The p"rovisions of Regulation VIIA. and VII C. shall nOt be
.

"

"

. applicable to impact devices.
. .

.
.

P
" '

b . . . . . ·— + b

" ' ' · - r · + . m« q " 0' 0
0

VIII. RESTRICTIONS ON NOISE EMITTED FROM NEW MOTOR VEHICLES
0

P

. .

No person shall sell or' lease a new motor vehicle that produces a
'

maxirrium noise level, iii dB(A),. exceedihg the following limitS' "

,

(measured at a distance of fifty (50) feet approximatQy fifte"en (15)
rrleters from the center line of travel. )

,

' '

, .0

.

.

" Date of Manufacture Light Motor Heavy Motor . Motorcycle, W

of Vehicle Vehicle Vehicle
.·

V

After date or ordi- "

,

0nation 80 - 84 84 'P

P

.

After January I, 1980 7 5 · 75 7 5

t
i

.
.

,.

0..

r
Q·' IX, PERMITS - GENERAL

,

.
,

+

0

tA." A permit shall .constitiite permission to use or to allow the use
.

of a device, or to engage in an activity t'o which reference has
.

r
been made in these Regulations or in the Ordinances of"the City '

,
. .

.
.of Cambridge.

0

\

.' 0

..
..

B. All "aplilications for permits shall be made to the Superintendent
0

of Buildings in such form and 'detail as he shall prescribe. Such.

.

' application shall not relieve any µerson from oiherwise complying.
q.with the provisions of these Regulations or any other law or ·

'
'

'
. Ordinance. '

.
.

.
.

P

e

'

C. Such permit shall inchici.e such provisions and conciitionb as ·

, .
0the Commissioner may deem necessary to protect the public .

.
'

"

health, welfare and comfort, ' '
' '

I

.

t
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D. Any permit required by these Regulations shall be' displayed
to any police officer o'r employee of the Building Departiµent

,

upon recjuest. '
.

P

,

4

. .

E. Any permit issued by the Superintendent of Buildings under 'the
t.' provisions.,of tbesc Regulations may be revoked for violation of

any of the tcyns and conditions' of such permit,
" ' e

t

e

,

' a

. . U 0
·

0 t

X. EXEMPTIONS '

0

,' t
0

.

. ' P '

.0

A, The ·iollowing uses and actiyities shall be' exempt from noise
level regulations: .

.

,

.
P

I) Noises of safety signals, warning devices,"and emergency '

pressure relief valves.
.

,
.

..

i 0 ;
, t

2) Noises resulting from any authorized emergency Uehicle.,
when resporiding to an emergency call or acting in time q

of emergency. ·
"

4 I

0

'3) Any other noise resulting from activities of a temporary
I

· duration permitted by law and ior which a license or
"· permit therefore has been granted by the City in accordance '

0 0

with Section IX of this Ordinance
P "

f
.

t
P P

' - 4) Any aircraft operated in conformity with, or pursuant to, .

federal law, federal air regulations, and air trttffic control . .*
F

instruction used pursuant t.o and within the duly adopted
. .

federal air regulations shall be exempt from the regulations
of this ordinance. Any aircraft operating under technical '

.
¶

difficulties, in any kind of distress, under emergency orders '

, of air traffic control or being operated pursuant to and
subsequent to the declarati'on of an emerge'ncy under federal -

' air regulations shall also be exempt from the provisions of
"

this ordinance,

5) Noises resulting froim emergency work as defined in DEFINI-
TIONS SECTION. '

I

P

· , r

' XI. PENALTIES 0

P

0

L

A . Any person who- violates any provision of this ordinance shall b.e

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof.

Pshall be fined an amount not exceeding .$100, or by imprison-
, merit for not more than 5 days, or by both said fine and said '

,

'
!

P'

irnprisonrrient, . .
·

0

G.

'KIt
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XII.
,

EN FQR CEME NT .

P

' )

A, The Chief of Police ot" the City of Cambridge shall'be the officer
% '

Charged with the eriforcernent of this ordinance, He shall, at
0 ·

D 0

,
I '

,P

any tnnc necessary, cal! on the Su?erlntendent oi Buildimgs or N

his dcputy to provide personnel to perform such tests as the

\,,hic1 of Police deeins nec.essary to determine violat.ions of '

"

t

.this ordinance. ·

.

.

.
'

, ,· g 0 * 0 · ·' ' " · 0 0 ? 0

.
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.
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XIII
'

CONFLICT 'WITH OTHER REGULATIONS
.

.

,

A, T'he noise regulations shall not i'elie.ve any person from
i .

complying with other laws, statutes, codes, ,regu"lations, or ?

ordinances ot the Comrno"mvealth or of the City of Cambridge.-
t

t ' ?

, .
'

.

I
.

· 4

.

XIV, VARIANCES ·
,

k

' " )\
. The Superintendent of Buildings

may'
grant

:ariance: aft"er
public "

!

hearing- or'may reject applications'on review without a h,earing. Vari-
ances thus granted may be effective for no 1on,ger than one year.

,
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XV . SFVERABILITY -
'

/
,

k

F
¥

A, Ea c h of. these Regulations shall be constructed as separate to
'

the 'end that if any Regulation or section, sentence, clause or \ ,"
B ·

,
phrase thereof shall be held invalid for any reason, the '

. remainder of these Regulations shall continue in full force,
,
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven,

.,

L

t

,
i

0

%

.

AN ORDINANCE
. .

In amendment to an ordinance formerly ent'itled: "The General Ordinances of the
City of Cambridge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of the Cityof Cambridge".

.
.

.

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:.
4

.
,Chapter Thirteen entitled: "Offenses" Article IV entitled: "Offenses Against

,

. .
, .

Q· · Public Peace" is hereby amended by striking out the present sections ljl-l0 and r
.

<
G

,,

"-: 13-ll and substituting in place thereof a new section ijj-iO entitled: "Regulations
d

0

foi8 the Control of Noise". "

/
' ' ' !

'

¥"0

P
b

. t
.S

. . , ,

. i· .
P

L
.

.

.' t '

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
4.

NOTE: Pursuant to the provisiOns of' General Laws, Chapter 43, Section 23,
Tercentenary Edition, being a part of the City Charter, the ordinance

.
' as aforesaid, which exceeds in length eight .octavo pqges of ordinary )

book print may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk in the form .. 4

of a printed pamphlet durirjg office hours on or after March i4, i977·
. a

p

Q ' ".
"

e "

.
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'

b
"p.P

.,'

. ^
.

eBy order of the City Council,
Paul E. Healy, City Clerk. '

0

.
f

In City Council March i4, 1977· ' '

.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting of March i4, i977
and on or after AprEE=--1977" the question may" be on passing to be ordained.
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