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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

MASSACHUSETTS
WATER DEPARTMENT 91 AR 96 PU 19
250 FRESH POND PARKWAY #HAUB 25 PiI2: 20
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 02138 OFFICE OF The
Nancy E. Bares 617-349-4770
Managing Director
DATE: August 23, 1991
TO: Robert W. Healy
City Manager
_FROM: Nancy E. Barnes
CC: Richard C. Ross1
RE: Gouncil Order #23, dated 8/7/91, RE: Oppositicn to
home ruie legislation filed by the Town of Weston
‘ Council Order #41, dated 8/7/91, RE: Town of Weston
. seeking permission to take and use the watar of Stony
Brook.

Concerning the proposed "Act Relative to Providing fFresh
Water for the Town of Weston'.

Enclosed is the foliowing correspondence relative to the pronosed
Weston Act:

1. Letter dated August 13, 1991 to the Joint Commitiee on
Natural Resources that was presented by the City Manager at
the hearing on the proposed Act on August 13, 1991.

2. The true copy of the Cambridge City Council order in
opposition to the Weston Act.

3. Letter dated August 26, 1991 from the Cambridge Water
Department to the Town of Weston, offering to discuss the
proposed Act with them.

4. Letters sent to the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection and the Massachusetts Water Resources
Authority by the Cambridge Water Department alerting them to
the proposed Act.



5. Letter of transmittal dated August 26, 1991 providing the
above information to the Cambridge Legislative Delegation and
the Cambridge Water Board.

As of this date, the proposed Act, numbered H5348, 1is stiil 1n
committee and 1is not expected. to see favorable action. The
Cambridge Water Department will monitor the progress of the Act and
report on same as necessary.

Should you have any questions, please call me at 349-4770.



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
* CAMBRIDGE. MASSACRUSETTS 02139
. TEL349-4300
‘ Fax. 349-4307
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT .
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

August 13, 1991

Joint Committee on Natural Resources
State House - Rocm 473F .
Boston, MA 02132

Dear Committee Member:

Tcday, the Joint Committee on Natural Resources will conduct a
hearing on "An Act Relative to Providing Fresh Water for the Town
of Weston”. Please accept this written testimony from the City of
Cambridge.

The Town of Weston is partially supplied with drinking water by the
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA). The proposed Aci
would allow Weston to withdraw fresh water from the Stony Brook tc
provide its owh drinking water supply. The Stonvy Brook 1is the
source of drinking water supply for the City of Cambridge.

Tne Cambridge Water Department has a legal opinion from Foley, Hoag
& Eliot dated July 17, 1990 that Cambridge’s rights to withdraw
water from the Stony Brook are superior to claims by Weston. These
rights derive from the 1884 Mass. Acts 256 as amended by 1894 Mass.
Acts 255. The proposed Act seeks to exempt Weston from the very
Acts that ensure Cambridge water rights.

It is the opinion of the City of Cambridge that the proposed Act is
seriously flawed. The Massachusetts Water Management Act
Regulations - 310 CMR 36.00 (copy provided as attachment B) -
provides the means for establishing water rights by permitting
water withdrawals from water sources. The regulations provide the
“following provisions that are especially pertinent to the Weston Act:

100% Recy&led Paper

==



Joint Committee on Natural Resources, RE: Weston Water Withdrawal
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310 CMR 36.17: Withdrawals Requiring a Permit

“(1) Each person, prior to making a hew withdrawal from a
withdrawal point or points within the Commonwealth in excess
of the threshold volume from a water source, which is nhot a

withdrawal for a nonconsumptive use in accordance with 310 CMR

36.05 and 36.38, shall obtain a permit for that withdrawal
from the Department (of Environmental Protection).”

310 CMR 36.22: Public Notice Requirements
"(1) Each apclicant for a permit which incliudes a proposed new
withdrawa? snatil comply with ........ - putltic notice
reguirements”.
Weston should be reguired to ap ’y for its water rignis thrcougn 2
permitted withdrawal and compl/ with the Public Notice Reguirements
Just as every other water systsm in the Commcnwezlth has cdons. To
the best of our kncwledge, Westcn has not pursuec tne permit anc
may be sesking an exce,t1on to the Water Management AcCt by virtue

of ‘their proposad Act.

It is impcrtant for Cambridge to preserve its rights to the water

in the Stcny Brock. The theoretical maximum yield of the Cambricge

watersheds, which feed the Stony Brook, is 24 million gallons per
1

day (MGD). The practical availahbility of tnhat water 1s constrained
by storage and cperational capacities to a safs yield of 14.8 MGD.
Current water usage in Cambricdge averages 14.3 MGD. In the 1360
water demand went as high as 22 MGD. Currently, Cambridgs has a
registered withdrawal of 16 MGD and has plans to apply for
additional withdrawals to meet expected future demands. The
expected future demands are the subject of a study that the City
will conduct in the coming months.

« o

Any additicnal withdrawal from the watersheds by the Towh of Weston
will threaten the ability of Cambridge to provide adequate supplies
of water to its citizens in the future. By drawing water from the
Stony Brook, Weston would be reducing the amount of water that
flows into the Stony Brook Reservoir, one of Cambridge’s storage
reservoirs. For that reason, we are concerned that a Weston
withdrawal would reduce the safe yield available to Cambr1dge
adding further risk of failure to our water system - especially in
a severe drought While the City of Cambridge does have access to
MWRA water in emergencies, that water would represent an expense to
the City.
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Over 100 years ago, the City of Cambridge provided the facilities
necessary to store water 1in the Hobbs Brook and Stony Yook
Reservoirs. For over 100 years, the City of Cambridge has
continually taken action tc preserve, protect and maintain those
reservoirs and their watersheds 1in order to provide guaiity raw
water to the Cambridge water system. The proposed Weston Act fails
to recognize this contribution by the City of Cambridge and makes
no provision to compensate the City of Cambridge for this
contribution. ‘

From a practical standpoint, we question the need of Wesion to
withdraw this water and the ahiT‘ty of Weston to treat the waters
of the Stony Brook to drinking water standards. It is most
probable that Weston will have to build treatment facilities to do
this. That strikes us as a wastz of resources when Cambridge has
the facilities to treat the water now. The entire regicn could
benefit from Cambridge treating wazer and providing any exces o
the regicn, thereby reducing the craw upon the Quabbin Resarv:

In order to pressrve the water surciiss available for Cambridge now
and in the future, ws resoectfully reguest tnat the proposad Westso
Act not bs enzcted

Rotert W. Healy
City Manager

CC: City Council
Cambridge Water Bcard
City Solicitor
Richard C. Rossi, Deputy City Manager
Nancy E. Barnes, Managing Director Water Department
David Haley, Commissioner of Public Works
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August 26, 1381

Mr. Ward Carter
Town CT Weston
P. 0. Box 378
Weston, MA 02193

RZ: Propecsed "Act Relative to Providing Freasn Water for the Town
of Weston”

The Cambricdge Water Department wWcou.C be pieasad to di3cuss Tne
Weston water supply situaticon with the Town of Weston anc 1Ts Bcarc
T Water Commissicners we have greatly appreciated tn
cocperation of Weston over the years in protecting and preservin
the watersheds that providas water tc the City of Camoricge. Wnt.

D

we must be concerned about the adecguacy of water supply for in
City of Cambridge, we would nevertheliess be happy tc contribute
your ccnsicderations of watsr supply alternatives for the Tcwn ©
Weston.

ct

Should you wish to discuss the above or s2t up a meeting, pisass
give me a call at 343-4770.

Very truly yours,
Nancy\E/. Barnes
Managing Director

CC: Robert W. Healy, City Manager
Cambridge Water Board -
Richard C. Rossi, Deputy City Manager
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Managing Director
August 26, 1981
Mr. Ward Carter
Town OT Weston
P. O. Bcx 378
Weston, MA C2193
RZ: Propcsed "Act Relative tc Prov-cing Frzsn Wazlsr for the Town
of Weston”
Dear Mr. Carter,
The Cambridas Watsr Departiment wcu.C L€ cigas=c {5 <i13zuss Tns
Weston water supply situation with tne Town C©f Wesion anc 178 =Carc
cf Watsr Commissicners. We havs grezatly apprsciaiac Ine
cocperation of Westcn cver the years In proiecting anc preserving
the watersheds that provids watsr tc the City of Camcricge., Wnt T2
WS mMUsStT be concernes azbout the adecuacy ¢f water sugply Tor ine
City of Cambridge, we would neverthe’ess £g happy To conTriuts TC
your ccnsiderations of watsr supply alternatives for tne Town ot
Weston
Snculd you wish tc discuss the above or €27 UT a meeting, pisass
give me a call at 243-477¢C

Very truly yours,

Nancy\Y. Barnes
Managing Director

CC: Robert W. Healy, City Manager
Cambridge Water Board :
Richard C. Rossi, Deputy City Manager




MASSACHUSETTS
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Nancy E. Bamnmes 617-349-4770
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July 11, 1321
Mr. Andrew R. Gottlieb, Manager
Wazter Manacement Section
Massachusetis Department of Environmental Protescticn
9th Flccr
Cne WintTar Sirsst
Ecston, MA (Q214%2
Cear Mr, Gcttiiteg,
Encicsed for your informaticn 1s a cIcy oF TAn AcT Rsiative -
Eroviding Fresh Watsr For the Towrn ©f Wsesicn' that has Des
propecsed to the legisiature
A3 VCU KNCOW, “e Stony Brock grovicss Srinking watsr supcly to In
C:zvy of Cambridge We are concerned that thne Town C©F Weston 1
se=2king an excepticn tc the Water Management AcT Dy means cf th-
nroocsad legislation. We thcought that you shcoulcd be awars of tnd
acticn taken by the Town of Weston
IT is cur ocpinion that the Town cf WesIicn sncuic acs.y for
permitted withdrawal just like every cther water systam. We noc
that you will agree and take action to enfcrce the Water Managemen

Act in this cace.

Very truly yours,

Nancy &4 Barnes
Managing Director

CC: Cambridge Water Board
Robert W. Healy, City Manager :
Richard C. Rossi, Deputy City Manager
Timothy W. D. Mac Donald

mw m wm

cb M
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Managing Director

July 11, 1931

Mr. Jconn F. Shawcross
Cirsctor - Capitail Engineering and Development Derpartment
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority

10C First Avenue

Ecsten, MA C2129

Jsar Jenn,

Tnhank you for your letter of Juily 2, 199% concerning ths Cambricae
WzIsr Ef<Cnangs W= wil® contact Frec Brancon snoriiy. i

Saccszc for ycur intcormaticn 1S an TACT Rs SV 1A
Srz3n wWatar for tne Town of Wsston” that has ne
TagisTature. The Act would aliow Weston to witn ne
STonv Zroek Il ony Brock T2
JamIcricge, e i
Pt H-{ef ! ‘:;
Mzssacnusett

I° weston 1S successTtul with this legislation, cur capacity o
2rovice water in tne notential exchange agreement wiil ba hamperec.
i< 2orikes us as eccnemically counterprocductive Tor the Town of
wa3tor to withdraw and trezat the Stony Brocx watsrs when we have
Tne trzatment capacity now and will in the future. Wouic 1t nct de
beitz2r to provide the Stony Brock water to tnem ty adding tc tns
GQuaccin thrcugh Cambricdge? Would the MWRA ts wiiling to express
1£3 ccinicns on the proposed Act to the legisiature?

Vary truly yours,

;i%%?%ifﬁiiii;s

CC: Robert W. Healy, City Manager
Richard C. Rossi, Deputy City Manager




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

MASSACHUSETTS

WATER DEPARTMENT
250 FRESH POND PARKWAY
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 02138

Nancy E. Bames 617-349-4770
Managing Director

)
=
i
1
h =3
(o
V9]
-
)
ot
no
(8]
—
[Xe)
(X
)

I - -
TC: Cambridge Wazer

Campbricge Legisia
FROM: NMancy £. Barnes

Mznaging Direct =

ERRgle

RE: Frcopcsec -ve TS FrIvooing SrEsn owater Tor 1oz

I ; =

2. Tna true cooy ©F the Camoricdgs City Councii orgcer 1N
copositicn To The Weston AT,
3. Letter dated August 29, frocm tne Czamoridge Wazer
Department to The Town oF We , cffering to discuss tTne
propocsed Act witn them.
4, Letters sent to th Massachusetts Department of
CﬂV“rowrcn*= Protecticn ancd the Massachusetts Water Rescurces
thority by the Cambridge Water Department aieriing them to

the proposed Act.

Snhould you have any guestions, case Co not hesitate to calil me at

349-4770.
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IN CITY COUNCIL
August 7, 1991

MAYOR WOLF

WHEREAS: The Town of Weston has notified us that they are seeking permission from
the General Court of the Commonwealth to take and use the water of
Stony Brook for its residents; and

WHEREAS: The City Manager and Managing Director of the Water Department are
working on this issue; and

WHEREAS: Speaker Charles Flaherty has been informed of the concerns of the City of
Cambridge and is investigating; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to continue his efforts
to preserve our water source; and be it further

RESOLVED: That he keep the City Council informed of the progress on this matter.
In City Council August 7, 1991.

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

i C@m&«fﬁt

A true copy,

ATTEST:- 1 Z i

Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TeL 349-4300
FaAx. 349-4307

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

September 16, 1991

To The Honorable, The City Council:
Please find attached a response to Awaiting Report Item No. 57, regarding the Town of
Weston seeking permission to take and use water of Stony Brook, received from Nancy Barnes,

Managing Director of the Cambridge Water Department.

Very truly yours,

Robert W. y
City Manager

RWH/mev
attachments
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Awaiting Report Item Number 57, regardlng
the Town of Weston seeklng penm1551on to
take and use the wager of Stg@ Brook .

In City Council,
Sept. 16, 1991

Ptocio o .





