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IN CITY COUNCIL
March 15, 1999

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
MAYOR-DUEHAY

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

This City Council was deeply saddened at learning of the death of Cambridge native Peggy Cass
on March 8, 1999; and

Peggy was born in Somerville and spent her childhood and teenage years in Cambridge, where
she graduated from Cambridge High and Latin School; and

Peggy went on to become a well known comic actress who appeared in many movies and
Broadway shows, and was perhaps best known for her role as Agnes Gooch, the secretary in the
stage show “Mame” and its movie adaptation “Auntie Mame;” she won a Tony Award for the
role and was nominated for an Academy Award; and

Peggy’s passing will leave a void in the lives of all her surviving friends and family, especially
her husband Eugene Feeney; and

Peggy will be sorely missed by all she touched and loved; now therefore be it

That this City Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family of Peggy Cass
at this time of such personal loss; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of this
resolution to the Cass family on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council March 15, 1999.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- )G)Y) 2 )O Z

_ D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Peggy Cass, at 74; comic actress =
on TV who won a Tony'for ‘Mame’

By Tom Long - -
GLOBE STAFF

Peggy Cass, a comic actress from
Cambridge who appeared in many %

movies and Broadway shows, died of
heart failure Monday in Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in
New York City. She was 74.

*Ms. CaSs appeared in dozens of |

films and'stage productions, but is
perhaps best known for her role as

Agnes Gooch, the secretarymthe 4

stage show “Mame” and-its
adaptation “Auntie Mame.” SHe won
a Tony Award for the role and was
nominated for an Academy Award.

-She was an honest, candid, and
witty woman once described in the
Globe as an “incessant chatterbox”
who “oozes razzmatazz.” Herd exu-
berance made her a natyral for
She was a panelist on “To Tell the,
Truth” and was Jack Paar’s sidekick
on his late mght TV show.

Ms. Cas® was born in Somerville
and spent her childhood and teenage
years in Cambridge, where she
graduated from Cambridge Latin
School. “I was in the drama club but
they wouldn’t let me act, ”
in a story published in the Globe on
Dec. 26, 1972. :

She said she always considered

herself a Bostonian, “My roots are in-
Boston,” she said. “I had my teeth

straightened in Boston. I had my ap-
pendix taken out in Boston. What
memories.”

After graduating from high
school, she moved to New York City,
where she made the rounds of cast-
ing calls with no luck. Eventually, a
press agent friend arranged a date
with Clark Gable. She recited poet-
ry, sang, and danced for him. He told
her she was such a ham, she’d defi-
nitely make it. Paar heard about the
unlikely twosome and invited her to
talk about the experience on TV. “I

she said

1970 GLOBE FILE PHOTO

PEGGY CASS

 'was so nervous, Paar couldn’t shut

me up,” she said in another story.
published in the Globe on Sept. 29,
1970. “I've been talking ever since.” .

She got her start in a USO,
troupe, playing a Russian sniper in-
“The Doughgirls” on a tour of Aus--
tralia. She made her Broadway de-
but in “Bernadine.” She also ap--
peared in “The Front Page,” “Plaza.
Suite” and “If It’s Tuesday, It Mustf '
Be Belgium.” '

Her one TV serles, “The;
Hathaways,” in which she co-starred

" with Jack Weston and three chim--

panzees, lasted only the 1961-62 sea-.
son. .

Her gravelly voice became her:
signature. “Now, I'm sensitive about
that gravel voice of mine,” she said
in 1973. “Once, while I was making a
picture, clad in slacks, a man jostled
me slightly and said: ‘Excuse me:
miss - or is it Mr.’ I told him, ‘You'll
never know!’” o

She leaves her husband, Eugene:
Feeney of New York City. :

A funeral Mass will be said at 10.
a.m. Friday in St.-Catherine of Siena
Church in New York City. '
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aftemoon as high clouds filter
into the regjon. Still cool, highs - .
will be in the upper 30s to near
40: Northwest winds 10 to 15
m.p.h. Partly cloudy and not as
cold as previous nights tonight.
‘Lows temperatures in the 20s.

TOMORROW

¢ Early sunshine
will fade behind
= increasing clouds
with the chance of
'snow showers and flurries devel-
oping in the aftenoon. Highs will -
. reach into the upper 30s to near
40. Breezy, northwest winds at 10
to 20 m.p.h. Chance of snow

showers at night. Lows near 30.
) . FRIDAY
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WHEREAS: This City Council was deeply saddened at learning of the death of Cambridge native
Peggy Cass on March 8, 1999; and

WHEREAS: Peggy was born in Somerville and spent her childhood and teenage years in
Cambridge, where she graduated from Cambridge High and Latin School; and

WHEREAS: Peggy went on to become a well known comic actress who appeared in many movies
and Broadway shows, and was perhaps best known for her role as Agnes Gooch, the
secretary in the stage show “Mame” and its movie adaptation “Auntie Mame;” she
won a Tony Award for the role and was nominated for an-Academy Award; and

WHEREAS: Peggy’s passing will leave a void in the lives of all her surviving friends and family,
especially her husband Eugene Feeney; and

. WHEREAS: Peggy will be sorely missed by all she touched and loved; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this City Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family of
Peggy Cass at this time of such personal loss; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward él suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution to the Cass family on behalf of the entire City Council.
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Consent Order #20 ;><7S%I/Ef

Councillor Sullivan and entire membership
re: resolution on the death of Peggy Cass.

In City Council March 15, 1999






