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TO: Director, Office of Community Development, City of Cambridge

FROM: Vivian Kurkjian, 86 Buckingham Street, Cambridge, MA 02138
661-0312 ‘

DATE: October 4, 1987

SUBJECT Community Development Policies and Supervision

I have enclosed a copy of my statement of candidacy (Cambridge
Chronicle) in which I publicly repeat my telephone request to your
office that a copy of an itemized bill for the Abt rent control
study be published in the Cambridge Chronicle. That information
should also be made available to the Tab.

Also enclosed are copies of letters to Congressman Joe
Kennedy (with attachment regarding disastrous results of poor
city planning; i.e., deaths attributed to the aggravation by air
pollution in Greece last summer) and Governor Dukakis regarding
the hazards of plastic pollution.

We face growing threats from increased pPlastic usage in home
and office furnishing and fixtures. Sometimes the plastic is
hidden from view. (See attached plastic arch offer.) When these
seemingly innocent lightweight items which some rungs of the
bureaucratic research ladder meant to ease our lives burn, they
emit toxic, possibly lethal fumes, presenting: great dangers to
inhabitants and firefighters-- including skin contact with melted
plastic. In a recent conversation with a firefighter, I learned
that the first unit of fitemen on the scene would not be wearing
the masks needed to protect them from toxic fumes from burning plastic.
The use of undetectable plastic building materials should be
Jonitored.d-fisnot prohibited. o

I appreciate your taking the time to consider these concerns.

Sincerely, >//
e

//

cc: The Cambridge Chronicle, The Tégi/;h szz;r:\zzzgéon

|Cambridge City Council/, Cambridge Fine Department

TO: Cambridge City Council: Can we start a program of volunteer
plastic separation, including restaurants, so that we can begin -

/0‘4 gr addressingitheplastics in trash problem.




A

"' 52‘2 )
g

About

At two meetings in December ar-
ranged by INFORM, visiting members
of Japan's Plastic Waste Manage-
ment Institute (PWMI) heard New
clals express
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Members of Japan's Plastic

Waste Management Institute

o g™ J T
Visiting Japanese Tell N.Y. Officials
anaging Plastics in Garbage

plastics be taken out of the waste

~streamand recycied. Voluntary avic

“groups have also done this in about
half of Japan's 3,255 municipalities.
But in recent years, he said, the costs
of collecting the plastics and the
technical problems in recycling

hydrogen— - heterogenous plastic resins have

curtailed the official programs. -
_Today, Mr. Motonaga said, "Most of
the municipalities have given up
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Japanese officlals meeting with members of New York’s Legislative Commis-
s(onmSolldWasteMamgementa.CSWWattheLCSWMo_ﬁioes inAlbany.*

Executive Director Hidehiko
Motonaga, said, "Your remarks re-
mind me of Japan 15 years ago.”
S E He explained his comment at the
-,/ : meeting he and other PWMI mem-
!\“ bers had in Albany with Executive
i Director Gordon Boyd and the staff of
: New York State's Legislative Com-
mission on Solid Waste Management
(see photo). Back in the early 70s, Mr.
Motonaga told them, Japan'had two
reasonis to begin a'concerted effort to
Temove _plastics” Trom 7ihe_waste
siréam going - to /incifierators: “Be-
cause of our concern. with-toxc_pol- .
“Iton and [becauise of] the damage to.
., tAcinerators.due’ 1o the high caloric
" ~vatue of the_plastics.?” These can

range up 16 19,000 BTU per pound,

20 percent higher than-coal
Recycling Reduced ,

: " After some of the older incin-
erators_were damaged, he reported,
many of Japan’'s major cities set up
official pro s uiring that

their [official] recycling programs
because of the high cost.”

Recommended Sit-Downs
At the meeting in New York City
on December 3, PWMI members ex-
changed their garbage burning
experiences with Deputy Commis-
sioner of Sanitation Paul Casowitz
and his stafl. PWMI's Executive
Director gave the Department of
Sanitation some advice: "The best
progress [in plastic waste man-
agement] is made,” he said, “when
those who manufacture plastics sit
down together with those who use
~‘plastics and must dispose of them.”
Such get-togethers, Mr. Casowitz re-
ported, had not yet been arranged.
However, Mr. Casowitz added, "We
are very interested in learning from
Japan about the recycling of plastics
from the residential waste stream
and what actions we in New York
City might take to further recycling
in this country.” O

T,

JAPAN'S WASTES
Continued from p. 1

Other data cited: Japan has 2,479
landfills but only 10 percent accept
unprocessed, raw wastes, and 351 of
its 1,951 incinerators (which handle
67 percent of Japan's garbage) re-
cover energy from burned garbage.

Some answers to oueries at the
meeting provided useful lessons for
U.S. waste managers, e.g., in Japan
some of the toxic ash residues from
incinerators are first cemented per-
manently into blocks and then bur-
fed in landfills fitted with liners and
leachate collecting equipment.

Over 40 Organizations

The more than 90 people attend-
ing this meeting reflected the swiftly
mounting U.S. interest in garbage-
burning problems. They represented
over 40 local, state, national, educa-
tional, environmental and corporate
organizations.

In addition to representatives of

such familiar groups as the Environ-
mental Defense Fund, the National
Audubon Society and NYPIRG (New
York Public Interest Research
Group), the audience included six
members of New York City's Depart-
ment of Sanitation, four from New
Jersey's Department of Environment-
al Protection, one member from
Mayor Koch's office and another
from the Queens Borough President's
office.
Other members represented:
Shorewalkers, Tow Boat Association,
Protectors of Pine Oak Woods, Town
of East Hampton, New York State
Legislative Task Force for Demo-
graphic Research, Clean Air Council,
N.Y. Institute of Technology, Envi-
ronmental Risk Ltd., Kyodo News
Service, League of Conservation
Voters, Queens College Chemistry
Department, the Association of N.J.
Recyclers, Rockefeller Institute of
Government and the Grass Roots
Environmental Organization.

*Tickled Pink"

Others attending included those
from several consulting firms and
corporations. One of these, Mr. Mark
Matsuoka, Executive Vice President
of ITOH Takuma Resource Systems
Inc., later wrote to INFORM that he
found the presentation "fair, accurate
and very informative,” adding that
*needless to say, we were tickled pink
to have all the praises of what our
people accomplished in Japan in the
field of recycling. You had the
roomful of audience totally absorbed.
It was a great feeling.” O



86 Buckingham Street -
Cambridge, MA 02138
October 1, 1987

The Honorable Joseph P. Kennedy II
Representative in Congress

1631 Longworth Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing a copy of my letter to you of July 28, 1987
in which I mentioned air pollution as a major factor to the heat
wave deaths in Greece last summer. I have enclosed an article
from a British publication confirming my belief. (Exh. A)

Also enclosed is a letter I sent to Governor Dukakis. I have
not yet had a response from him nor from you regarding the July
letter. He would have better press had his environmental issue
person brought forth the ozone depletion ("hole") issue and he
had created an emergency ban on foam plastic packaging in our state.
I called Professor McElroy at Harvard University today and learned
that the so-called hole is. 5,000,000 sg. miles. I blame first the

~scientific community's unwillingness and inability to.communicate
" this message to the public. DuPont is the primary manufacturer
- of CFC's, according to a program on Nova (Channel 2) a few nights
ago. The heads of universities, particularly Harvard University
and MIT should have insisted on DuPont to stop the manufacture
2L Coam _contaline since no one at the state or federal level
z’d,,.,has been able to do so. Any area unilaterally bannlnq them will m“k////

ease thelr garbage and alr pollutlon problems. e
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I have heard that you are in the plastlcs 1ndustry -- the
product that has most destroyed our environment in the shortest
amount of time. I would be very disappointed in you if you did.:
not simply give it up.

On another matter: the Armenian Resolution. I assume your
efforts were unsuccessful because you might not have had any suppor-
tive material on Turkey's behavior to Armenians in Turkey today.

Not long ago, there was a report of an entire Armenian village in
Turkey converting to Islam. What other than a state-enforced act of
terrorism could have prompted such action? I have enclosed some
clippings from an Armenian newspaper in Watertown on Turkey's con-
tinuing attempts to eradicate Armenia from history. These and
other documented acts on the part of Turkey today should leave no
doubt in anyone's mind about the role Turkey (along with the Kurds)
played over the centuries. '

‘Sincerely,

Vivian Kurkjian
661-0312
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Toohot to handle——

It’s not just the heat that’s k}lling p,eofle in Athens, says John Blunden >

HE DEATH toll from the heatwévA
Greece makes the annual spaté of
_road deaths among holidaymdkers
pale into insignificance. The final figures
may not be known for some time But it
seems likely that more than 1300 pegple
died in the heatwave, with 1200 dying\j
Athens alone. LT
Many of the newspapers for which the
heatwave provided' headlines seemed to
assume that the high temperatures alone .’
caused the problems. Admittedly, a hi
50 °C was recorded and the.
remained above 40 °C: for

- high density of buildings. This exaggérates

- temperature alone. The heatwavé simply .

the “heat island™ efféct observed in many
cities around the world. Here, the buildings
absorb and store” large ‘amounts of heat
from the Sun—much more than the vegeta- *
tion and soils of the rural areas, At the same
time, the configuration of the buildings
reduces wind speed, inhibiting ventilation.
. Perhaps , newspaper . columnists were _
right to advise would-be tourists about how
to survive in such temperatures. However, -
the deaths in Athens were not the result of

/iﬁ //g‘gv"%(;:

of

highlighted the problems of a city which,

Eethaps more than any other in western .
suffers  from _pollution, uncon-

Europe, f
trolled  urban . development, .over-
population, poor health-care facilities and
bureaucratic laissez-faire. ... .
.~ In most cities of the deyeloped world,

Sy oy e

g air pollytion:

Organisation : produced a report on . the
environmental problems facing the city.
-Of the deaths in the capital, nearly 900,
occurred in hospitals, while other victims’
were found dead in their homes. Some of
the victims had existing medical problems.
A group . of handicapped . children, for

‘example, died: from dehydration,. while a |'

dozen inmates of a psychiatric home were :

industnal expansion in Athens, and the
proliferation of motor vehicles, has led to a

land use zoning, which places restrictions”

o

-

have been the main cause of death.
Presenting his preliminary report on the
ophe, the Greek minister of health,.
e Mangakis, recognised that it under- §
lined the inherent weaknesses of the city,
and that it was time to put into practice “a
large land clearance programme™ to create
open spaces. Pollution from the rapid

rious deterioration in air quality. Yet
those who have studied the urban devel--
opment of the city have long known that
one way of drastically reducing the impact-

“density and siting of buildings, has |-
ecome—common-—place:—S0, too, have
schemes for aging fraffic and conhjgl-;{:‘

aperiod of |

L Athens, 1n I
rded temperature - economic growth, such precepts have |
X more than a W this despite -the ||
week. However, Athens has a particularly —fact that, -10 years ago, the World Health -t

given medicines incompatible with the high
temperatures.’For most of the victims, the.
problems of the city, and in particular the
combination of air pollution and heat, will

]

{ _ the atmosphere by 20 to 50 per cent. These

- vehicles -G

~._been not somuch the lack o
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of that pollution would be to create more
green areas. i .

Research over the past 20 years has more
than borne. this out. Experiments have |
shown, for example, that about | hectare of
deciduous woodland is capable of extrac-
ting 4 tonnes of dust per year from the
atmosphere. Studies in Hyde Park in
London have revealed that a green area of
about. 260 hectares reduces the concen-
tration of smoke by more than a quarter,
v~ while a green belt 183 metres wide. can
reduce levels of dust by 75 per cent. Coni- |
. fers are by far 'the most effective filters:

varieties of pine which grow around the

Mediterranean can reduce levels of dust in |

" figures are supported by experiments in the
+ Soviet Union, where areas of park around
_ factories have lowered levels. ot_‘ dust in the

+-.. The .eftects

- schemes, - which -
- improve the flow or reduce the level of traf- |
- fic, or by building roads away from residen- |
- tial areas. Similarly, the effects.of industrjal
- pollutants can be reduced byostseparam t:ixsll%the

:Leningrad, -for" .

n of mﬂm dioxide in’
here has_been found to be 50 per |
ver Over par than in_peigh-_|"

AL %.
It

ﬁ,ﬁ“ _thes ﬁ .
especially. children and
old, away.from major roads by relocatin
_faciljties such as hospitals and playgrou
- _In’Athens, the’problem seems to-

vl

p

people. at risk,

v >

this-work, but-of the political will. to act |
upon. it. Thus, -although politicians: have
- long dreamt of demolishing parts of the city |'
and putting in. green zones,: little has |
- happened. - ng;slpaoq still only occupy
-3-6 per cent of the land in the capital. With
one-third of the 9 million people.in Greece |
living inGrele:tzt Athens, plo ulation densi-
ties can reach a staggering 1600 persons per |-
hectare. In one such district, Kallithea, the
total open’ space is no larger than~the
average-sized London square. -.- .- -
The heatwave will pass, but the basic |
problems persist and worsen by the day. As ||
businesses grow, and as a growth:in vehicle |
QWCmg*wmﬁt %mmsedm .--pros-the
rity, the prospects -0 ng .:
F:mgxs "nelgs”,'the_ cloud of pollutants |
which hangs above Athens like a brown i
shroud, seems as remote as ever.. - i - O |

John Blundenisa read_ér in resource managementat ;
the Open University. '~ ~ .

'
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.. in‘eonvulsions ‘in; smog-choked :
. Mexico City, a* government, ecol

. tion: the birds were ove

- heavy air ] oliution‘ drove tears to:
= thie eyes of Mexico City residents,;
./ constricted their, throaﬁs,":ﬂﬁfléd'%

By Bernd Debusmann’
Reuter News Service .

hen. birds - .
‘'sky to di¢ !

gan falling out o the

s

- ogy official had:a ready explana-"’
rtired, he:
ey had.

igue? On days: this winter whe

*"up: heir. nosés,” and 'mad

"chests ache? i i it
“The Ministry for Urban Develo

_ment and Ecology; whose unde:
*secretary Sergio Reyes Lujan suj
gested ‘bird fatigue,. furnished:
<. other ‘possible causes for the. mass:
-~ death of migratory birds:in one of:
. the most polluted capitals on earth

.“:/The birds might have eaten po
. < sanous fruit :from-the rees they:
* . uge as resting places on their long .

- journey from Canada and. the J

United States'to §jdixth'érn= Mexico:

SIS Sa i) AR A oA A
;. some of them in fror
 ~'try.and took others
.- for autopsies. The

.7 to:‘confir

“Inistead; . they: s

Tevels of lead and ¢

- birds” blood: Both are highly toxic; |
ens: of;, pollut

~weeks of February underlined th
. government’s problems in dealing
" with pollution in a city where 2510

“'three million cars and 130,000
:factories spew toxic fumes int the-

atefm ears..ago- Mexic
".City’s people were doomed :to.
+slow: death' if 'nothing was done:to
¢urb pollution..
-, “In. Mexico, pol seer”
" think problems go.away simply b
- making a speech OF announcing
program about them,” Aridjis:said

g an’ “But programs re-
s:I_'lj:gfe isalo

m

'

painter Rufino Tamayo. "

““The_government's initial reacs!

on. was. typical: say.there is no;
problem. and hope for its miracu=;

ous disappearance,” he said. “We}}
see it differently: the birds are live
 thermometers, live gauges of the
danger that is facing all of us.”..c:/vo
:Columnist’ Jose -Angel ‘Colche
the respected newspaper.El Un

rsal- echoed’ suchs

onso Cipres Villareal, head of
Mexican Ecologist. Movement,
iildren died in th

ost 30,000 childre




86 Buckingham Street
- Cambridge, MA 02138
July 28, 1987

Honorable Joseph P. Kennedy II
Representative in Congress
1631 Longworth Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Sir:

I am very concerned with the rapid destruction of our
environment and is one of the reasons I have decided to run
for City Councillor in Cambridge.

I have enclosed some newspaper articles from around the
world regarding the disasters we face because of reckless
scientific research and business mismanagement and irresponsibility.

My primary concern is preventing pollution or contamination
at the source. The exessive use of plastic products created by
/) the chemical companies is a major cause of air pollution. *
//7 f’ ,Aerosal sprays should be eliminated altogether and Styrofoam
/7\lbv 0”*¥;(Dow Chemical) and similar fast food containers should be banned.
6?§</¢' /%PrAlso the plastic plates used to heat frozen foods contribute to
: the unmanageable trash burdens. They are not separated at the
household . office or business levels. In Japan, evervone.
separatestheir trash into 6 categories. But Japan nroduces 10% _
of the world's chlorofluorocarbons (CFC's)and promises to cut down.
There should be an international ban on the production of CFC's '
(see enclosed Exhibit A). - All of these problems are part of the
. throw-away society we live in and are more due to laziness than
convenience. ** ' - :

g

I
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As conservation measures are tax-deductible, I would like
to see legislation allowing tax deductions for hazardous waste
reductions; such as deducting plumber's fees for drain cleaning. (Exh.3)

BT

My list of concerns includes: financial bonds or letters of
cred@ts pqsted by companies to cover pollution clean-up costs without
wasting time trying to fine polluters after the fact; and the certi-
fication of people handling hazardous materials such as servicemen
to computer or refr ion companiess . I have seen young men . '
cleaning out ifidte oston and Cambridge $treets,  seemingly”

ware” o \ ‘have,’been an asbestos filt
om’ cooling himself.off wiith
Va e oo R i i o

& i S
¥

Cambridge has only one day a year for drop-offs of household
hazardous wastes. There should be a permanent place or pick-up
truck once a week for these items, along with glass and plastic
pick-ups. There should be educational programs begun at the school
level informing everyone, including offices, schools, and business,
of the everyday products that are hazardous and proper disposal -
routines. :

1

Ideally, tobacco companies would provide specific places
for indoor or outdoor smoking (with containment fixtures to reduce
second-hand tobacco smoke pollution). Until then, it would be )
wonderful if cities could have outdoor smoke-free areas; pgrtlcuarly
in parks and children's playgrounds. That would reduce malintenance

costs and the delinquincy of minors.

Sincerely,

Vivian Kurkjian
(617) 661-0312

- *Air pb lution could be a cqntributing‘factor in heat wave death
- = -~ “tolls-such as that-xrecently in Greece. o

- = *?Tﬁé}e s@guld be Ié§isiétion»réﬁgiring_Iabel;pi of thic‘mgtergaLS}”
- and proper -disposal methods. - - oo - ~



' A Worldwide

Oceanic Problem

. biologists studying seabird
feeding ecology in the early 1970s started noticing an odd prey
item in their subjects’ diets: plastic. Their tales were soon joined
by similar ones of plastic ingestion and entanglement in plastic

debris, in a wide variety of marine organisms

surveys in both the Atlantic
and Pacific oceans found unprecedented numbers of plastic parti-
cles among their samples [Feder et al., 1978; Colton et al., 1974],
and members of both Ra expeditions observed plastic pollution

while crossing the Atlantic [Heyerdahl, 1971]. Plastic pellets |

washed ashore in New Zealand in such large quantities that some
beaches literally seemed covered with “plastic sand” [Gregory,

1978]. By the close of the decade, a new problem had been added

to a growing list of ecological concerns— plastics at sea.

Plastic shows up in the marine environment in two forms:
manufactured pieces and raw particles. Those who frequent coas-
tal regions are painfully aware of the prevalence of manufactured

plastic litter along the shore. Most of this refuse is generated by .

transport, fishing, and recreational vessels. In 1975, the US Na-
tional Academy of Sciences estimated that commercial fishing
fleets alone dumped more than 52 million pounds of plastic
packaging material into the sea, and probably Tost more than 298
million pounds of plastic fishing gear, including nets, lines, and
buoys [Merrell, 1980].

- L4 .

Raw plastic particles — the spherules, nibs, cylinders, beads,
pills, and pellets (each about the size of a wooden match head)
from which products are manufactured — enter the ocean via
inland waterways and outfalls from plastic manufacturing plants.
They are also lost from freighters during loading and unloading,
and, upon occasion, are deliberately dumped into the sea.

However it manages to reach the sea, plastic debris is ubiquit-
ous

. Given
the presence of plastic particles in the marine environment, it was
only a matter of time before they turned up in the digestive sys-
tems of animals that forage at sea.
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he death of this gull\can be attributed directh 10 the plastic yoke from a

;Lr-}fack of drink can, g almost invisible in the water, ung
)[ . o 7] % I
oth divers Lce water feeders are larly susceptible to such
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Plastic Pollution:

PARKS VOLUME 9, NUMBER 1  APRIL, MAY, JUNE 1984

This fur seal is girdled by a discarded plastic band used for strapping
closed large boxes or similar containers. The material is water and rot
resistant, and this animal has linle hope of survival. As i!’gruym’lh_c,buud/
will cut deeper and deeper into the flesh, causing increasing pain and a
lingering death.

polystyrene spherules are not made with PCBs, but:

spparently absorb them from ambient sea water [Carpenter et al.,
1972). Some plasticizers concentrate in fatty tissues; when these
nnated tissues are mobilized for energy, toxins may |
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Alaska is ahead of the game, in this re-
spect. Alaskan law already requires that plastic six-pack yokes be
made of a self-destructing compound. But are the compounds

_teleased by degradation more harmful than the intact plastic? This

is an important Tacl 10 tofsider.

Another, but perhaps less workable solution (given the logistics
and expense involved, and the degree of business and public
cooperation required) lies in recyclable plastics. At the very least,
all countries should require that the outflow from industrial plants
be filtered for plastic particles before it enters the waterways. A
recent decline in the uptake of plastic by marine organisms in
southwestern England has been attributed, in part, to the efforts of
one of the major contaminating plants to filter, collect, and reuse
raw particles present in its effiuent.

- L4 <

_lIronically, the very charactéfistics that make plastic appropriate
for 50 many uses —its lightweight, strength and durability —lead
to the majority of problems associated with its occurence at sea.
The longevity of plastics in seawater is not known, but on the
beach, particles may last anywhere from S to more than 50 years.
Given plastic’s long life, our handling of plastic pollutors, and the
projected annual increase in production [Guillet, 1974), onc thing
is clear — the rate of plastic deposition in the marine environment
wili remain higher than the rate of its disappearance. -

,
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Comm. from Vivian Kurkjian Re: Community

Development Policies & Supervision.

October 19, 1987






