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IN CITY COUNCIL
December 15, 1997

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

VICE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES

MAYOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

RESOLVED: That this City Council go on record favoring the filing of home rule legislation
entitled "AN ACT RELATIVE TO RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN THE CITY
OF CAMBRIDGE." as attached.

In City Council December 15, 1997.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy; )@ )’Y) w-»" )G _
ATTEST:- ' 2 ; j

D. Margaret Drury
City Cierk



The Qommontoealth of Massachusetts

IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND NINETY- SEVEN

AN ACT RELATIVE TO RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN THE CITY OF

CAMBRIDGE

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1.
Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter one hundred and

sixty of the General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, no railroad
cofporation, including any locomotive engine operated by or on behalf of the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority commuter rail line routes shall pe:rmit a locomotive engine passing on
its railroad over Gore Street, Cambridge Street and Binney Street in the city of Cambridge to
sound whistles at any grade crossing which has the following safety features: flashing lights in
each direction which are automaticaily activated by the approaching train; two gates, one on each

side of the crossing, both of which are automatically lowered by the approaching train and both

extended across approximately half the width of the lanes of traffic so that the entire width of
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the lanes of traffic is blocked when the gates are lowered; a bell that is automatically activated |
by the approaching train; overhead street lights; signs posted before the grade crossing in each

direction warning motorists and pedestrians of the crossing ahead; posted speed limits for traffic

of not more than forty miles per hour, and not more than two lanes of vehicular traffic in each

direction at the grade crossing. Notwithstanding the provis/ions of this paragraph, a train shall
be required to sound its whistle in the eQent of an emergency. |

SECTION 2. The department of public utilities shall re(;lire that whistle markers on the
railroad right-of-way on the approach to each crossing shall be replaced with bell markers within
ninety days of the effective date of this act.

SECTION 3. The department of public utilities shall notify the Massachusetts Bay

Transportation Authority and all other railroad corporations operating locomotive engines in the

city of Cambridge of the provisions of this act within thirty days of its effective date.



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

in General Court assembled.

The undersigned, citizens of ..................ccccoooumcervmecrceresssnsrnreeen,

........................................................ ey, FESpECHfUlly

petition for the passage of the accompanying bill or resolve, and/or for legislation

AN ACT RELATIVE TO.RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
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The ommontoealth of Massachusetts

IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND NINETY- SEVEN

AN ACT  rewaTivE To RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN THE CITY OF

CAMBRIDGE

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1.

Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter one hundred and

sixty of the General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, no railroad
corporation, including any locomotive éngine operated by or on behalf of the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority commuter rail line routes shall permit a locomotive engine passing on
its railroad over Gore Street, Cambridge Street and Binney Street in the city of Cambridge to
sound whistles at any grade crossing which has the following safety features: flashing lights in
each direction which are automatically activated by the approaching train; two gates, one on each
side of the crossing, both of which are automatically lowered by the approaching train and both

extended across approximately half the width of the lanes of traffic so that the entire width of
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the lanes of traffic is blocked when the gates are lowered; a bell that is automatically activated
by the approaching train; overhead Street lights; signs posted before thé grade crossing in each
direction warning motorists and pedestrians of the crossing ahead; posted speed limits for traffic
of not more than forty miles per hour, and not more than two lanes of vehicular traffic in each
direction at the grade crossing. Notwithstanding the provisions of this paragraph, a train shall
be required to sopnd its whistle in the event of an emergency.

SECTION 2. The department of public utilities shall require that whistle markers on the
railroad right-of-way on the approach to each crossing shall be replaced with bell markers within
ninety days of the effective date of this act.

SECTION 3. The department of public utilities shall notify the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority and all other railroad corporations operating locomotive engines in the

city of Cambridge of the provisions of this act within thirty days of its effective date.
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AN ACT RELATIVE TO RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

B p -
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SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter one
hundred and sixty of the General Laws or any other general of
special law to the contrary, no railroad corporation, including any
locomotive engine operated by or on behalf of the Massachuselts
Bay Transportation Authority commuter rail line routes shall

permit a locomotive engine passing on its railroad fin the city of
Cambridge to sound whistles at any grade crossing which has the
following safety features: flashing lights in each direction which

"are automatically activated by the approaching train; two gates,
‘one on each side of the crossing, both of which are automatically

lowered by the approaching train and both extended across

approximately half the width of the lanes of traffic so that the
entire ‘Width"of the lanes. of. traffic is blocked when the gates are

Jowered: a beli'that js automatically activated by the approaching

" train; overhead street lights; signs posted before the grade

crossing in each direction wamning motorists and pedestrians of

- the crossing ahead; posted speed limits for traffic of not more than

forty miles per hour, and not'more thaa two lanes of vehicular
traffic in‘each direction at the grade crossing. Notwithstanding the
provisions of ‘this paragraph, a train shall be required to sound its
“whistle in the event.of-an-emergency.

SECTION 2. The department of public utilities shall require
that whistle markers on the railroad right-of-wav on_the annroach

to each crossing shall be replaced with bell markers within ninety
days of the effective date of this act.

SECTION 3. The department of public.utilitics shali notify the
Massachugetts Bay Transportation Authority and all other railroad
corporations operating locomotive engines in the city of

Cambridge of the provisons of this act within thirty days of its
cffective date. ' /
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The Commontoealth of Wassachusetts

IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND NINETY- SEVEN

AN ACT RELATIVE TO RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN THE CITY OF

CAMBRIDGE

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1.

Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter one hundred and

sixty of the General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, no railroad
corporation, including any locomotive engine operated by or on behalf of the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority commuter rail line routes shall permit a locomotive engine passing on
its railroad over Gore Street, Cambridge Street and Binney Street in the city of Cambridge to
sound whistles at any grade crossing which has the following safety features: flashing lights in
each direction which are automatically activated by the approaching train; two gates, one on each
side of the crossing, both of which are automatically lowered by the approaching train and both

extended across approximately half the width of the lanes of traffic so that the entire width of
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the lanes of traffic is blocked when the gateé are lowered; a bell that is automatically activated
by the approaching train; overhead street lights; signs posted before the grade crossing in each
direction warning motorists and pedestrians of the crossing ahead; posted speed limits for traffic
of not more than forty miles per hour, and not more than two lanes of vehicular traffic in each
direction at the grade crossing. Notwithstanding the provisions of this paragraph, a train shall
be required to sound its whistle in the event of an emergency.

SECTION 2. The department of public utilities shall require that whistle markers on the
railroad right-of-way on the approach to each crossing shall be replaced with bell markers within
ninety days of the effective date of this act.

SECTION 3. The department of public utilities shall notify the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority and all other railroad corporations operating locomotive engines in the

city of Cambridge of the provisions of this act within thirty days of its effective date.
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IN CITY COUNCIL
December 15, 1997

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

RESOLVED: That this City Council go on record favoring the filing of home ruie legislation
entitled "AN ACT RELATIVE TO RAILROAD CROSSINGS IN THE CITY
OF CAMBRIDGE." as attached.
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Consent Order #72 u , E;’ t7c757
Councillor Toomey re: ’lavor the
filing of home rule legislation
entitlied "AN ACT RELATIVE TO

RAILROAD CROSSINGS INT HE CITY

OF CAMBRIDGE.
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In City Council December 15, 1997
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